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Annex to Lord Blair’s Statement signed and dated 9 February 2012

Page 10, paragraph 23, last sentence refers to an extract from Mr B la ir’s 
book. This extract is as follows: -

“T h is  is th e  n o rm  fo r  p u b iic  iife. B u t it is d isp iriting . S o m e tim e , e a r iy  in 2 0 0 8 , i 
th ink, i  w a s  s itting  a t  a  m e e tin g  o f  a n  O iy m p ic  S te e r in g  g ro u p , jo in tiy  c h a ire d  
b y  K e n  L iv in g s to n e  a n d  T e s s a  Jo w eii. A  m a jo r  c o n s u ita n c y  was re p o rtin g  to  
th e  g ro u p  th a t its w o rk  s h o w e d  th a t th e re  w a s  a n  8 0  p e r  c e n t p ro b a b iiity  th a t  
th e  L o n d o n  O iy m p ic s  w o u id  b e  d e iiv e re d  w ith in  th e  b u d g e t a v a iia b ie . it  h a d  
b e e n  p ro m is e d  th a t th e  re s u its  o f  th is  w o rk  w o u id  b e  m a d e  p u b iic  a n d  th is  
s h o u id  h a v e  b e e n  a n  u n re m a rk a b ie  b u t g o o d  story. F o r  n e a r iy  h a i f a n  h o u r  th e  
p o iitic ia n s  a n d  o ffic ia is  p re s e n t  tr ie d  to  d e c id e  h o w  to  d e a i w ith th e  
p re s e n ta tio n  o f  th e  a n n o u n c e m e n t c o n v in c e d  th a t th e  m e d ia  w o u id  re p o rt th e  
fin d in g s  a s  in d ica tin g  th a t th e re  w a s  n o w  a  2 0  p e r  c e n t c h a n c e  th a t th e  b u d g e t  
w o u id  b e  insuffic ient. A  v e ry  p o s itiv e  p re s s  re ie a s e  w a s  e v e n tu a iiy  
c o n s tru c te d  b u t th e  s to ry  ra n  e x a c tiy  a s  p re d ic te d , it  is v e ry  n o ta b ie  that, w h e n  
in d iv id u a is  h o id in g  su ch  p o s itio n s  ta ik  to g e th e r, th e  p re s s  is th e  s u b je c t o f  
th e ir  m o s t b itte r  co m p ia in t. Th is  is n o t n o rm a iiy  b e c a u s e  th e y  w a n t to  
s u p p re s s  in fo rm a tio n  b u t fo r  tw o  re a s o n s : first, th e  a m o u n t o f  tim e  in v o iv e d  in 
h a n d iin g  th e  p re s s  h a s  r isen  e x p o n e n tia iiy  a n d  s e c o n d , it is so  c u m u ia tiv e iy  
d e p re s s in g  th a t th e  jo u rn a iis ts  a n d  e d ito rs  a im o s t in v a r ia b iy  io o k  fo r  th e  w o rs t 
s ia n t th a t c a n  b e  p u t u p o n  th e  story. Th is  is a  p a r t  o f  Living in th e  p u b iic  s q u a re  
b u t it is e x h a u s tin g .” [P o iic in g  C o n tro v e rs y , p p 1 3 6 -7 ]
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