sets the benchmark for those ethical standards,
individual and the pubi
regulation to which the industry has made a binding comm

it is essential that an agreed code be honoured not only to the letter b

The Press Comgi
and period

ints Commissicn is charged with enforcing th
lindustry and wias ratified by the PCC in December 2011

's right to know. It is t
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itors’ Code of Practice

fa

owing Cade of Practice which was framed by the newspaper
to include changes taking effect from 1 January 2012.

The Code

All members of the press have a duty to maintain the highest professional standards
The Code, which includes this preamble and the public interest exceptions beiow,

protecting both the rights of the
e of the system of sali-
ment.

but in the full spirit. It shouid not

be interpreted so narrowly as to compromise its comimitment to respect the rights of the individual,

Heeuracy

The press must take care not ta publish
inaccurate, misteading or distorted
information, incluging pictures

A significant inaccuracy, misleading statement
or distortion once recognised must be corrected,
prompily and with due rominence, and -where
applopliate - an apology published. In cases
involving the Commission, prominence shouid
be agreed with the f in advance

The press, whilst free to be partisan, rust
nguish  clearly  between  comment,
tire and fa

A publication must report fairly and accurately
the outcome of an action for defamation to
which it has been a party, uniess an
settlement states otherwise, or an agieed
statement is published

2

Dpgoriunity W reply

A fair opportunity for reply to inaccuracies
must be given whern 1easonably calied for

Frivacy

Everyone is entitled to respect for his or her
piivate and family life, home, health and
correspondence, inciuding
communications

digital

Editors will be expected to justify intrusions
into any indwidual's private life without
consent. Account will be taken of the
complainant's own public disclosuies of
information

It is unacceptable to photograph individuals
in plivate places without their consent

Note - Private places are public or private
property where there is a reasonabie

expectation of privacy.

Havassment

Journalists miust not engage in infimidation,
harassment or persistent pursiit

They must not persist In questioning,
telephoning, or photographing
individuals once asked to desist; nor remain
on their property whern asked 1o leave and
must not follow them. if requested, they must
identify themselves and whom they represent
Editors ensure these principles
observed by those working for them and
take care not to use non-compiiant materiai
from other sources

pursuing

must

are

intrusion into grie! or shodk

I cases involving personal grief or shock,
enquiries ard approaches must be made with
sympathy and discretion and publication

handied sensitively. This should not restrict the

richt to report legal proceedings, such
as inquests
Vihen reporting suicide, care shouid be

taken to avoid excessive detail about the

method used

Childdren
be

schaol

free  to
without

Young  people  shauld
complete their time at
unnecessary intrusion

A child under 16 must rot be interviewed or
photographed or issues involving their own or
another child's welfare unless a
parenit or simitarly responisible adult corsents
Pupils  must  not  be approac
photogiaphed  at  school  without
permission of the school authorities

custodial

hed or
the

Mirors must not be paid for material involving
children’s welfare, nor parents or guardians for
material about their children or wards, unless
it is clearly in the child's interest

Fditors must not use the fare, notoriety or
pesition of a parent o guardian as scle
justificaticn for publishing details of a child’s
private lifie

Children i sex cazes
The press must not,
to do so, dentify
are wvictims or witnes
sex offences

even if legaily free

5e5 1N Cases H’TVO‘VH’Wg

[ any press repoit of a case involving a
sexual offerice against & child -

5 The child must not be identified

i} The adult may be identitied

"incest” must not be used
where a child victim might be identified

i The word

iv; Care must be taken that nothing in the
report implies the refationship between
he accused and the child

Hospitals
and
responsible

Journalis
obtain
execurtive before entering non-public areas
of hospitals or institutions  to
pustie enquiries

st identify themselves
permission

from a
simitar

The restrictions on intruding into privacy are
particutarly relevant to enquiries about
individuals in hospitals or sirmilar institutions

Heportirg of i

Relatives or friends of persons convicted or
accused of crime should not generzily be

PCC Guidance Notes

Court Reporting (1994)
Reporting of international sporting events (19983)
Prince William and privacy (1999)

On the reporting <f cases involving paedophilas (2060)
The Judidary and harassment (20G3)
Refugees and Asylum Seekers (2003)

Lottery Guidance Note (2004)

On the reporting of people accused of crime (2004)
Data Protection Act, Journalism and the PCC Cade (2005)
Editorial co-operation (2095)

Finandial journalism: Best Practice Note (2005)

On the reporting of mental heaith issues (2006)
The extension of the PCC's remit to indude editorial
audio-visual material on websites (2007)

Copies of the above can be obiained online at wwiaLpcc.org.uk

Prass Complaints Commission
e

Helpline: 0845 600 2757

nor so broadly that it constitutes an unnecessary interference with freedom of expression or prevents
oublication in the public infterest

itis the reg|
online ve

nsitility of editars and publishers 1o apiply the Code to editorial material in toth printed and
ublications. They should take care to ensure it is observed rigorously by ali editorial
staff and external contributors, inciuding non-journaiists

sions of

Edlitors should co-operate swiftly with the Press Complaints Commission in the resolution of compiz
Any publication judged to have breached the Code must publish the adjudication in full and with
prominence agieed with the Commission’s Director, including headline referenice to the P

ints
due

identified without their consent, unless they 14 Copfidents! sources

are genuinely relevant to the story Journalists have & moral obligation to protect
i Particular regard shouid be paid fo the confidential sources of information

potentially vulneradie position of chiidren 15 WWitness payreants in crimbat trials

who witness, or are victims of, crime. This
should not restrict the right to report iegal ¥ No payment or offer of payment to a witness

proceedings r any person who may reasonably be

expected to be calied as a witness - shouid
Clandestirm devices and subteifuge be made in any case once proceedings are

i The press must not seek to obtain o publish active as defined by the Contempt of Court

matenal acquired by using hidden cameras Act 1981
or clandestine listening devices; or by . . , ,
“ = J ) / This prohibiticn tasts untit the sispect
srcepting private or mobile telephone . .
has been freed unconditionally by

5, messages or emails; or by the
Lnauthorised removal of documents, or
photographs; or by accessing digitally-held
private information without consent

potice without charge or bait or the

croceadings are atherwise discontinued; or
has entered a guiity plea to the court; o, in

the event of & not guity piea, urt has

W Engaging  in misrepresentation  or
subterfuge, including by agenits or
intermediaries, can generally be justified onty i}
in the pubiic interest and then only when the
material cannot be obtained by other means

announced its verdict
Where proceedings are not yet active but are

and  far e,

likely editors must not

ake or offer

payment 10 any person who

may reasonably be expected to be calied asa

11 Wictims of saxual aszauit

witness, Unless the inforrmation concerned
The press tnot identify victims of sexual ought demonstrably to be published in the
assault or publish  materiat likely to public it and there is overiding

contribute to such identification uiiless there
is adequate justification and they are legally
free to do so

need to make or promise payment for this to
be done; and all reasonable stens have been
taken o
influence the evide

ensure na financial dealings
nce those witnesses give
in no circumstances should such payment be

conditional on the outcome of a trial

sisorbminstion

i The press must avoid prejudicial or pejorative
reference to an individual's race, cclour,

iion, gender, sexual orientation ar to any i

dlisabitity.

relic Any payment or offer of payment made to a
person

proceedings

physical or mental illness or later cited to give evidence in

i Details of an individuai's race, colaur, religion, must be disclosed to the
sexual ofientation, physical or mental illness or
dizability must be avoided unless genuinely
relevant to the story.

nrosecltion and defence. The witness must

be advised at this requirement

16 * Payrinent 1 criminads

Cinsncial inurnaliss
13 Finsncal jpurnaiism i Payiment or offers of payment for stories,
B Fven where the law Soes not proh pictures ar information, which sesk to

it, journalists must not use for their
own profit financial information they receive
in advance of its general publication, nor
should they pass such information to others

exploit a partictiar crime or to glorify or

must not

morise crime i generai,

be made directly or via agents to convicted

. or confessed criminals  or to  their
i They must not write about shares or securities . . P
) . 2550C -who may include family, friends
in whose performance they know that they or )
and colleagues

their ciose families have a significant financial
interest without di g the interest to the I
editor or financial ed

Editors invoking the public interest to

iustify payment or offers would need to
i They must not buy or sell, efther directly or demonstrate fhat there was good reason to
through nominees or agents, shares or
securities a they have written
recently or about which they intend to write
in the nea

believe the public interest would be served

£

bout which despite payment, no puklic interest

ernerged, then the material shouid not

i future be published

The public interest

may be sistratad o

5 0ot conflned 10

aproptiaty.

i)

by an ac

w

4.

MOD400000168



