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O n W e d n e s d a y  2 March 2011 th e  A C  g a v e  an in te rv ie w  to th e  Today Programme re; 
c h a n g e s  in d e a lin g  w ith  p ro te s to rs :

P re s e n te r ; T he  M e tro p o lita n  P o lice  a re  g o in g  to  try  and  be m o re  p o lite  to  d e m o n s tra to rs , th e y  
w ill w a rn  th e m  b y  tw itte r  w h e n  th e y  a re  a b o u t to  ke ttle  th e m  and  w h e n  th e y  do  ke ttle  
p ro te s to rs  in o n e  a re a  and  n o t a llo w  th e m  to le a ve  th e y  w ill p ro v id e  w a te r and  p o rta b le  loos.

A s s is ta n t C o m m is s io n e r L yn n e  O w e n s  is in c h a rg e  o f p o lic in g  p ro te s ts  fo r  th e  M et, sh e  is a lso  
A C P O  lead  on it sh e  to ld  M P 's  a b o u t th e  ch a n g e s  y e s te rd a y  a b o u t it. W e  w ill a lso  be jo in e d  
by  S h a m i C h a k ra b a rti D ire c to r o f L ibe rty , th e y  ha ve  b een  s u in g  th e  M e t o ve r K e ttling , b u t f irs t 
if I s p e a k  to  y o u  A s s is ta n t C o m m is s io n e r O w e n s . Is th a t th e  b e s t w a y  to c h a ra c te r is e  th e se  
c h a n g e s  th a t b a s ic a lly  yo u  a re  g o in g  to  be m o re  po lite .

A C  L y n n e  O w e n s ; N o, I am  n o t s u re  th a t is th e  b e s t w a y  to  c h a ra c te r is e  th e  c h a n g e s  and 
w h a t w e  s a y  is th a t w e  h a ve  an a m b itio n  th a t th e  2 6 th  M a rc h , w h ic h  is th e  T U C  m a rch  w ill be 
a s a fe  and  p e a ce fu l e v e n t, and  as p a rt o f ou r p re p a ra tio n  fo r  th a t e ve n t, w h a t w e  h a ve  been 
lis te n in g  to  is th e  fe e d b a c k  fro m  the  s tu d e n t m a rc h e s  w h e re  w e  w e re  g ive n  s o m e  c le a r 
in d ic a tio n s  th a t p e o p ie  d id  no t k n o w  h o w  th e y  sh o u ld  be  p re p a r in g  in a d v a n c e  o f th e  m a rch , 
th e y  d id  n o t k n o w  w h a t th e  ro u te  o f th e  m a rch  w a s  a n d  w h e n  th e y  c a m e  to  th e  rou te , th e y  d id  
n o t k n o w  w h e re  th e y  s h o u ld  go w h e re  th e ir  w a s  v io le n c e  and  w h e re  th e y  sh o u ld  be sa fe . W e  
h a v e  had  s tro n g  in d ic a tio n s  fro m  yo u n g  p e o p le  th a t th e  c o m m u n ic a t io n s  tha t w e  e n g a g e d  
w ith  loud  h a le rs  w a s  no t th e  b e s t w a y  to  c o m m u n ic a te  and  th a t th e y  fo u n d  tw itte r and  o the r 
s o c ia l m e d ia  n e tw o rk s  to  be the  b e s t rou te .

P re s e n te r : B e c a u s e  p re s u m a b ly  you  a re  go ing  on a rou te , on a d e m o n s tra tio n  you  ca n n o t 
k n o w  w h e re  v io le n c e  is g o in g  to  f la re  up, you  co u ld  be c a u g h t up in it.

A C  L y n n e  O w e n s : A b s o lu te ly , and  w e  w a n t to  s a y  to  p e a c e fu l p ro te s to rs  if v io le n c e  d o e s  
o c c u r, w h ic h  w e  h o p e  it d o e s n 't, w e  w a n t p ro te s to rs  to  ha ve  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to le a ve  and  to 
k n o w  s a fe  ro u te s  th a t th e y  can ta ke . W h a t w e  w ill be  d o in g  is p u ttin g  th in g s  in o u r tw itte r  
a c c o u n t so  th a t th e y  w ill k n o w  w h e re  v io le n c e  is h a p p e n in g  a n d  u se  th e  o p p o rtu n it ie s  to  go to 
s a fe  a re a s .

P re s e n te r : It is no t a ta ll o rd e r to  e x p e c t s o m e o n e  to  be  m o n ito r in g  th e ir  p h o n e s  and the  
in te rn e t w h ile  th e y  a re  a lso  d e m o n s tra tin g .

A C  L y n n e  O w e n s : B u t o f  c o u rs e  it w o n 't be  the  o n ly  m e th o d  o f c o m m u n ic a t io n  and  w e  are 
e x p e c tin g  o u r b ra v e  o ff ic e rs  w ill be  e n g a g in g  and  s p e a k in g  to  th e m  as  w e ll.

P re s e n te r : A n d  if yo u  d o  k e ttle  y o u  w ill be  p ro v id in g  w a te r  a n d  loos ,

A C  L y n n e  O w e n s ; Y e s , as I s a y  w e  a re  p la n n in g  fo r a p e a c e fu l e v e n t b u t o f  co u rs e  w e  w o u ld  
be  n a iv e  no t to  th in k  th e re  m a y b e  p e o p le  th a t tu rn  up  and  w a n tin g  to  c a u s e  v io le n c e , so  if th a t 
has to  h a p p e n  if w e  do  ha ve  to  use  c o n ta in m e n t w h ic h  is a ta c t ic  w e  u se  as a las t re so rt, then  
w e  w ill be  p ro v id in g  to ile ts , w e  w ill a p p o in tin g  s o m e b o d y  c a lle d  a c o n ta in m e n t m a n a g e r w ho  
w ill be  e ffe c tin g  a v e ry  fa s t re le a s e  o f th e  p e o p le  in v o lv e d  in th e  c o n ta in m e n t, p a rtic u la r ly  
th o s e  n o t in v o lv e d  in th e  v io le n c e

P re s e n te r : W e ll s ta y  th e re  as I s a y  w e  h a ve  S h a m i C h a k ra b a rt i o f  L ib e rty  w ho  a re  s u in g  the  
M e t o v e r K e ttlin g , a n d  w h a t yo u  a re  h e a rin g  S h a m i C h a k ra b a rti is th is  e n o u g h  to  m a k e  you 
s to p  th e  le g a l a c tio n .

S h a m i C h a k ra b a rti; N o t a t all w e  h a ve  a d iffe re n c e  o f o p in io n  w ith  th e  p o lic e  w ith  th a t 
p a rt ic u la r ta c tic . B u t w h a t I w ill s a y  and  s a y  o p tim is tic a lly  is th a t w e  a re  d e lig h te d  th a t on th is  
o c c a s io n  th e  2 6 th  M a rc h  bo th  th e  M e tro p o lita n  P o lice  and  th e  T U C  w h o s e  d e m o n s tra tio n  it is 
h a v e  in v ite d  us as L ib e rty  to be in d e p e n d e n t lega l o b s e rv e rs  o f th is  d e m o n s tra tio n . W e  ha ve  a 
long  tra d it io n  th a t g o e s  b a c k  o ve r s e v e n ty  y e a rs  o ve r b e in g  c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t th e  r ig h t o f 
p e a c e fu l p ro te s ts  and  o f c o u rs e  p u b lic  o rd e r and  a tte m p tin g  to  run o b s e rv a tio n s  o f th e se  
d e m o n s tra tio n s  o u rs e lv e s , b u t w h a t th e  c u rre n t le a d e rs h ip  o f th e  p o lic e , th e  n ew  
C o m m is s io n e r  and  A s s is ta n t C o m m is s io n e r w e  h a ve  ju s t  h e a rd  fro m , w h a t th e y  h a ve  d e c id ed
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to do  is to  a llo w  us and n o t ju s t to  o b s e rv e  fronn th e  s tre e t b u t to  o b s e rv e  fronn th e  con tro l 
ro o m  as w e ll, w h ic h  I th in k  is q u ite  b ig  o f  th e m , it is a ls o  g re a t to  h a v e  th e  T U C  a re  w o rk in g  
w ith  th e  p o lic e  to  p lan the  e v e n t, a n d  m a ke  a n y  tro u b le  m u c h , m u ch  less  like ly . W e  a re  h o p in g  
o u r p re s e n c e  th e re  as n e u tra l o b s e rv e rs  w ill be  a p o s itiv e  c o n s tru c tiv e  d e v e lo p m e n t.

P re s e n te r : A n d  if th e y  re q u ire  th e y  s e e  th e  need  to  ke ttle  p e o p le  a n d  g iv in g  w a rn in g s  and  
a llo w in g  th is  th e  m o re  so ftly , s o ft ly  a p p ro a c h  th a t it co u ld  be  m o re  a c c e p ta b le .

S h a m i C h a k ra b a rti; W e  h a ve  c o n c e rn s  o v e r th a t p a rt ic u la r ta c t ic  an  w e  m a in ta in  th o s e  
c o n c e rn s

P re s e n te r : T h o s e  c o n c e rn s  be ing

S h a m i C h a k ra b a rti: T h e  c o n c e rn s  b e in g  a b o u t s w e e p in g  up th e  in n o c e n t w ith  th e  g u ilty  If 
th e re  Is a tro u b le  s itu a tio n .

P re s e n te r : A nd  th e  w a rn in g  v ia  tw itte r  w ill n o t b e  e n o u g h

S h a m i C h a k ra b a rti: O n th is  o c c a s io n  w h a t w e  a re  h o p in g  to  do  is to  o b s e rv e  and  to  ca ll It like  
w e  s e e  It a t th is  d e m o n s tra tio n . I s in c e re ly  h o p e  th a t all the  goo d  w o rk  th a t th e  p o lic e  and  the  
T U C  a re  d o in g  to g e th e r  to p la n  th is , e x p e c te d  to  be  th e  la rg e s t d e m o n s tra tio n  w e  h a ve  se e n  
in c e n tra l Lo n d o n  fo r m any , m a n y  y e a rs  to  p lan  th is  to g e th e r  so  th a t th e re  w o n 't be th e  kind o f 
e x tre m e  c irc u m s ta n c e s  th a t th e  A s s is ta n t C o m m is s io n e r n one  the  le s s  has to  p lan  fo r. W e  
d o n 't lik e  c o n ta in m e n t h o w e v e r w e  a re  g o in g  to  be  in d e p e n d e n t o b s e rv e rs  n o t lit ig a to rs  not 
d e m o n s tra to rs  and  w e  a re  g o in g  to  try  and  he lp .

P re s e n te r : S h a m i C h a k ra b a rti th a n k  you  v e ry  m u ch , w e ll lis te n in g  to  th a t is A s s is ta n t 
C o m m is s io n e r  L yn n e  O w e n s  w h o  is s till w ith  m e . Is th is  an a d m is s io n  th a t yo u  d id  ge t th in g s  
w ro n g , th a t th e re  w e re  p e o p le  w h o  w e re  ke ttled  in th e  p a s t w h o  s h o u ld n 't  h a v e  been  and  w h o  
w e re  u n fa ir ly  tre a te d  as th e  re su lt.

A C  L y n n e  O w e n s : W e  m u s t be v e ry  c le a r in w h a t w e  s a w  in th e  e n d  o f  la s t y e a r w a s  p e o p le  
w h o  c a m e  to  L o n d o n  w ith  th e  in te n t o f us ing  a n d  c a u s in g  v io le n c e  and  w e  s a w  s o m e  ve ry  
b ra v e  o ff ic e rs  s ta n d in g  up  and  c h a lle n g in g  th a t v io le n c e .

P re s e n te r : P o s s ib ly  b u t w e  a lso  s a w  p e o p le  w h o  d id  n o t in te n d  to  be  in v o lv e d  in th e  v io le n c e  
g e t c a u g h t up in it.

A C  L y n n e  O w e n s : A b s o iu te ly  and  w h a t w e  a re  try in g  to  do on  th is  o c c a s io n  is to  s a y  if  you 
in te n d  to  c o m e  on th e  p ro te s t, p le a s e  c h e c k  o u r w e b s ite  in a d v a n c e  k n o w  th e  ro u te  you  are  
m e a n t to  be  s tic k in g  to , s ta y  to  th a t ro u te  and  if yo u  s e e  v io le n c e , p le a s e  le a v e  th e  a rea  and 
w e  w ill be  g iv in g  y o u  in d ic a tio n s  v ia  tw itte r  a b o u t th e  s a fe  p la c e  fo r  y o u  to  go . O u r m a in  p lea  
is o u rs e lv e s  and  th e  T U C  a re  w o rk in g  v e ry  c lo s e ly  to g e th e r w ith  s tu d e n ts  to  m a k e  th is  a ve ry  
s a fe  e v e n t, b o th  th o se  w h o  a re  a tte n d in g  th e  e v e n ts  and  o th e r  L o n d o n e rs  th a t m a y b e  in the  
a re a  so o u r p lea  is fo r  p e o p le  w h o  c o m e  in to  L o n d o n  to  act p e a c e fu lly .

P re s e n te r : W a s  it y o u r d e c is io n  to  a llo w  L ib e rty  in to  y o u r  co n tro l ro o m s  and  b e h in d  th e  
s c e n e s

A C  L y n n e  O w e n s : Y e s  it w a s  w e  a re  w o rk in g  jo in t ly  w ith  th e  T U C  and  L ib e r ty  and  w e  lo o k  
fo rw a rd  to  h e a rin g  th e ir  fe e d b a c k  a t th e  end  o f th e  p ro te s t.

P re s e n te r ; L y n n e  O v /e n s  th a n  yo u  v e ry  m u ch
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