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MCT 483 Foreign News Reporting

Module Tutor: Howard Barrell

Aims Of The Module:

The aims are to:

e give students an understanding of major international institutions, and current issues and trends in international
relations;

e familiarise journalists with human and recorded sources of international news; and

e equip them to report well — and self-reflectively — on or for societies other than their own.

Learning Outcomes Of The Module:
One completion of the module students will be able to:
Knowledge and understanding:
e demonstrate a working knowledge of the world political and fmancial system and its origins;
e  show a familiarity with the sources of quality information and analysis on foreign and international developments;

e demonstrate an understanding of how the international news agenda is constructed, by whom and in line with whose
interests;

e appreciate that different cultural, economic and geographical considerations may produce divergent, though
legitimate, viewpoints on the same development; and

o understand that a journalist’s willingness to reflect self-critically upon how s/he reports on an issue is likely to be the
best guarantor of the integrity of her/his work.

Intellectual skills:
e  participate intelligently in debates on a wide range of global and regional issues; and
e  detect the self-interested presentations of international events and developments by different governments and parties.
Discipline specific (including practical) skills:
e report on, adequately contextualise and analyse global and regional issues in the media;
e identify human and recorded sources of quality information on international developments;
o find, as well as appreciate the legitimacy of, opposing or less frequently reported, views on international issues; and,
o report well —and self-reflectively — on or for societies other than their own.
Transferable skills:
e  toresearch across a wide range of foreign and international news developments and issues;
e  to organise material on global developments coherently; and

e to produce a clearly and intelligently contextualised narrative or analytical product that an audience can easily digest.
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Lecture List and Assessment Points

Below is the list of lectures for the module and, over the page, are the two assessed
assignments for it.

THERE ARE TWQ SETS OF LECTURES RELEVANT TO THIS MODULE
BOTH OF WHICH YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND.

One set of lectures — four in all — will provide instruction on how to write an
analytical feature. You need to be able to write this form of journalistic article in
order to pass this module and the MALJ. These lectures will be held at ... on ...,
cess esy and .... in Room ... in the Bute Building.

The other set of lectures deals with aspects of Foreign News Reporting. These
include lectures on important issues (e.g. the rise of China and India);
significant issues in global reporting (e.g. diversity); and tradecraft (the
practicalities of being a foreign correspondent) These lectures will be held
every... at ... in....

The list of lectures in the second series is:

Oct 6: Howard Barrell: (1) Introduction to the module.
(2) China and India rise, US in slow decline: a changing world order.
(3) Conventions of confidentiality in international journalism.

Oct. 13: Verica Rupar: Russia’s renaissance and Europe.

Oct. 20: Erica Chenoweth, Weslyan University, US: Myth of the rational insurgent.

October 27: Howard Barrell: The international economy: the crisis evolves.

Nov. 3: All away at Gregynog: No lecture.

Nov. 10: Verica Rupar: How important diversity is to reporting the world.

Nov. 17: Janet Harris, The embedding of journalists and the reporting of war.
Nov. 24: Embassy press attach¢: Selling and telling a controversial story.

Dec. 1: Howard Barrell, Trade craft as a foreign correspondent.

Dec. 8: Howard Barrell, Civil resistance, social networking and the ‘Arab Spring’.

Dec. 15: Janet Harris, Current patterns of insurgency in the early 21* century.
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There are two assessment points:

1. Deadline: November 14:
To write an outline/plan for an analytical feature on the subject about which
you propose to write your analytical feature later in the semester.
This outline will be marked for clarity and organisation. It should state a
suitable, attention-grabbing intro idea for the feature, outline the subject
matter being explored, clearly identify the organising idea or research question
the feature sets out to argue or answer, and say what sources and resources
you plan to use to get the information and opinion the feature needs.
Outline’s/plan’s length: between 250 and 350 words.
Contribution to module mark: 25%

2. Deadline: December 19:
To write an analytical feature proper based on your earlier outline/plan.
Analytical feature’s length: between 1,200 and 1,500 words.
Contribution for module mark: 75%
The feature will provide an interesting, entertaining read on one of the topics
listed below. You will be marked up for
e the strength of your intro,
e the way in which your feature is derived from and linked clearly to
current events and to an issue or issues that arise from these events,
the clarity of your writing and analysis of the subject matter,
accuracy, intelligent use of figures, correct language,
for the quality of your research, and,
particularly, for the strength and number of the original interviews
you conduct with people appropriate to the subject matter.

3. Choose one of the topics listed below for your analytical feature:
You should develop a feature that falls under one of the following 15 topics:
The rise of China and/or India.
The relative decline of the US.
The evolution of the economic crisis in the West.
Threats to the stability of the Chinese economy.
Challenges to Western domination of the international media.
The role of the Internet in democratising dictatorships.
Islam and democracy.
China and democracy.
The crisis of militant Islamist groups such as al Qaeda.
Modern patterns of insurgency.
Is civil resistance now the smart option with which to attempt to
achieve fundamental political or social change?
Is the US undermining its own interests through its support for Israel?
How can Africa reverse its marginalisation?
The London Olympics and the UK’s place in the world.
The international politics of energy;
Can Europe trust Russia?
Is a diplomat someone sent abroad to lie for his/her country?
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ENJOY! Howard Barrell.
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