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M odule T itle: Reporters an d  the Reported

M odule T u to r: Richard  T a it

S e m e s te r : A utumn C red it V alue: 10

S c h e m e  o f  s tu d y  fo r w h ich  th is  m o d u le  is c o m p u lso ry : 

T itle  o f  S ch em e: PgDip Journalism

A im s Of T he M odule:

To g ive  th e  s tu d en ts  a d e ta ile d  u n d ers ta n d in g  o f th e  re la tio n sh ip  b e tw e e n  th e  m ed ia  and soc ie ty  and to  e x a m in e  th e  m ain  
issues fac ing  th e  m ed ia  in th e  UK to d a y , to g e th e r  w ith  lec tu res  on eth ics  and case stu d ies  looking  a t c u rre n t jo u rn a lis tic  
issues fro m  th e  p ersp ec tives  o f lead ing  p ro fession als  as w ell as b ring ing  th e  s tu d en ts  up to d a te  w ith  th e  la te s t re le v a n t  
research  into  jo u rn a lis m .

L earn ing  O u tc o m e s  Of T h e  M odule:

On c o m p le tio n  o f th e  m o d u le  a s tu d e n t w ill h ave :
K n ow ledg e  and u n d ers ta n d in g : G a ined  k n o w led g e  o f th e  e th ica l and re g u la to ry  c o n te x t in w hich  th e  m ed ia  has to  o p e ra te  
In te lle c tu a l skills: Enhanced  a n a ly tic a l, research  and co m m u n ic a tio n s  skills.
D isc ip line  specific skills: In c re a s e d  co n fid ence  to  o p e ra te  w ith in  e th ica l b o u n d arie s ; be a w a re  o f ch a lleng es  to  tru s t, 
c re d ib ility  and o b je c tiv ity .
T ra n s fe ra b le  skills: Im p ro v e d  research  skills and d ev e lo p e d  as a re fle c tiv e  p ra c titio n e r_________________________________________

M eth o d s Of T each in g  And L earn ing :

T h e  m o d u le  w ill be con du cted  in a fo rm a l le c tu re  s ty le . T h e  lec tu res  a re  n o rm a lly  4 5  m in u te s , w ith  4 0  m in u te s  fo r  
q uestio ns  and d iscussion. G u es t lec tu re rs  re p re s e n t m a n y  o f th e  m ain  m ed ia  and e m p lo y e rs . A sking  w e ll-in fo rm e d  and  
p e rtin e n t q uestio ns  is seen as both an im p o rta n t p a rt o f th e  course and th e  s tu d e n ts ' co n trib u tio n  to  m a in ta in in g  C ard iff's  
re p u ta tio n  w ith  th e  professional w o rld . Learn ing  w ill be d eve lo p ed  th ro u g h  p ersonal res e a rc h , use o f on line  reso urces , 
m o n ito rin g  o f associated  m ed ia  c o v e rag e  and app lication  th ro u g h  th e  p ractica l m o d u les  in th e  p ro g ra m m e .

A s se s sm e n t:

R ep o rte rs  and th e  R ep o rted  is assessed by a jo u rn a lis tic  a rtic le  o f 1 ,2 0 0  w o rd s  w rite  based on th e  lec tu res  in th e  a u tu m n  
s e m e s te r . T h e  a rtic le  is to  be access ib le , in fo rm a l, use e v e ry d a y  lan g u ag e  a n d , ab o v e  a ll, be eng ag in g  to  th e  re a d e r  
th ro u g h o u t. I t  m u s t d ra w  on e v id en ce  and a rg u m e n ts  fro m  all re le v a n t lec tu res  in th e  series . T h e  c rite ria  by w hich  it is 
assessed a re :
Is  th e  p iece en g ag in g ?  D oes it hold th e  re a d e r's  a tte n tio n  fro m  top  to  b o tto m ?
L an gu age  -  is it accessib le to  e v e ry d a y  read ers?
D oes th e  w r ite r  log ically  and sensib ly  d e fen d  th e  position  he is tak in g ?  A re  th e  issues and e v id en ce  used to  su p p o rt th e  
re p o rt and a rg u m e n t u nd erstood?
A re  th e  fac ts  accurate?
S p ellin g  and g ra m m a r a re  im p o rta n t as w e ll as th e  a rg u m e n t.___________________________________________________________________

M eth o d s o f  S u m m a tiv e  A s s e s s m e n t

T yp e %  C o n trib u tio n T itle D ead lin e W o rd  Length

ON 1 0 0 R ep o rte rs  and th e  re p o rte d  artic le Jan 2 0 1 2 1 ,2 0 0

S y llab u s  C o n ten t:

10  lec tu res  and Q & A  sessions on jo u rn a lis tic  e th ics , key  re s e a rc h , m ed ia  fu tu re s , political re p o rtin g , s a fe ty , tra u m a  and  

o th e r t im e ly  issues including v is itin g  s p e a k e rs , d ip lom a s ta ff  and  Jom ec re search ers
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In d ic a tiv e  R ead ing  List:

D e v e lo p  th e  h ab it o f read in g  th e  tra d e  press, such as B roadcast and Press G a z e tte  e tc , as w ell as th e  m ed ia  pag es  o f the  
n ation a l n ew s p a p e rs , espec ia lly  th e  G u a rd ia n 's  m ed ia  section on M on days , T h e  O b s e rve r, T h e  In d e p e n d e n t and T h e  T im e s . 
You should also re g u la r ly  check  th e  M edia G u a rd ia n 's  w e b s ite . T h e  B ute  R esources C e n tre  has a la rg e  se lection  o f books  
ab o u t all aspects  o f th e  m e d ia . M ost o f th e s e  reso urces , and m a n y  o th e rs , can be accessed on th e  In te rn e t .  You should  
also d eve lo p  a h ab it o f co m paring  how  d iffe re n t n ew s p a p e rs , m a g a z in e s  and b ro ad caste rs  c o ver d iffe re n t s to ries  -  d o n 't 
ju s t  read  y o u r fa v o u r ite  p ub lication s o r w a tc h  y o u r fa v o u r ite  p ro g ra m m e  -  you can o ften  learn  d iffe re n t a p p ro ach es  fro m  
looking  a t th e ir  c o m p e tito rs .

H a rg re a v e s , I .  ( 2 0 0 3 )  Jou rn a lism : T ru th  o r D a re , O xfo rd  U n ive rs ity  Press
M a rr, A . ( 2 0 0 4 )  M y T ra d e : A  S h o rt H is to ry  o f British J o u rn a lism ..M acM illan
T e tt , G illian , ( 2 0 0 9 )  Fool's G old , L ittle , Brow n
P eston , R o b ert ( 2 0 0 8 )  W h o  Runs B rita in?  H o d d er &  S to u g h to n
Phillis, B. ( 2 0 0 3 )  Final R ep o rt o f th e  In d e p e n d e n t In q u iry  into  G o v e rn m e n t
C o m m u n ic a tio n s .fh t tp : //WWW.c a b in e to ffic e .Q o v .u k /re p o rts /c o m m u n ic a tio n s  re v ie w /in d e x .a s p J.
A lan  R u sb rid g er, ( 2 0 0 4 )  T h e  G u a rd ia n 's  post H u tto n  g u id e lin es  fo r jo u rn a lis ts ,
(h t tp : /m e d ia .g u a rd ia n .CO.u k /h u t to n in q u iry /s to r y /0 , ,1 1 3 5 1 2 6 ,O O htm l) (A lte rn a tiv e ly , se lec t Special R epo rts , th e n  go to  
C o m m e n t and R e a c tio n ).
BBC (2 0 0 4 )  T h e  BBC's Jou rn a lism  A fte r  H u tto n ; T h e  R ep o rt o f th e  Neil R ev iew  T e a m  
(h ttp  : /w w w . b b c .c o .u k /in fo /p o lic ie s /n e il_ re p o r t .s h tm l).
BBC (2 0 0 7 )  From  S e e s a w  to  W ag o n  W h e e l: S a fe g u a rd in g  Im p a r t ia lity  in th e  21^' C e n tu ry  
(h ttp  : /w w w . b b c .c o .u k /b b c tru s t.re s e a rc h /im p a  r t ia lity .h tm l).
In te rn a tio n a l N ew s S a fe ty  In s titu te  (2 0 0 7 )  Killing T h e  M essen g er ( h t t p : /w w w .n e w s s a fe ty .c o m )
D a rt C e n tre  Europe f w w w .d a r tc e n te r .o ra J 
In te rn a tio n a l Press In s t itu te  ( w w w .fre e m e d ia .a t j  
M edia  G u ard ian  (w w w .m e d ia g u a rd ia n .c o .u k )
Hold T h e  Fro nt Page ( w w w .h o ld th e fro n tp a q e .c o .u k )

For G u id e lin es  and C odes o f Practice:
Press C o m p la in ts  C o m m iss io n , C ode o f Practice  f w w w .p c c .o ra j
O fco m  B roadcasting  C ode fw w w .o fc o m .o ra .u k j
BBC E d ito ria l G u id e lin es  ( w w w .b b c .c o .u k /a u id e lin e s j .

In  a d d itio n , s tu d en ts  can also consult som e o ld e r books on eth ics  w hich  still h ave  som e in te re s tin g  a rg u m e n ts  in th e m

B elsey, A . and C h ad w ick , R. ( 1 9 9 2 )  E thical I s s u e s  in Jo u rn a lism  a n d  th e  M edia, R o u tled g e .
C a lc u tt, D . ( 1 9 9 0 )  R ep o rt o f  th e  C o m m ittee  on P rivacy  a n d  R e la ted  M a tte rs , H M SO .
C la rkso n , W . (1 9 9 0 )  Dog E at Dog: C o n fess io n s  o f  a T ablo id  J o u rn a lis t ,  Fourth  E sta te .
D a y , L.A. ( 1 9 9 1 )  E th ics in M edia C o m m u n ic a tio n s : C a ses  a n d  C o n tro v e rs ie s , W a d sw o rth .
F ink, C. ( 1 9 8 8 )  M edia E th ics: In  th e  N ew sro o m  an d  B eyond, M cG raw  Hill.
G o o d w in , G. and S m ith , R .F. ( 1 9 9 4 )  G roping  fo r E th ics in Jo u rn a lism , Io w a  S ta te  U n ive rs ity  Press.
K la id m a n , S. and B e a u c h a m p , T . ( 1 9 8 7 )  T h e V irtu o u s  J o u rn a lis t ,  O xfo rd  U n ive rs ity  Press

P e rso n a l d e v e lo p m e n t p la n n in g :

This m o d u le  is a key  c o n trib u to r to  each  s tu d en t's  d e v e lo p m e n t as a re fle c tiv e  p ra c tit io n e r -  a th in k in g  jo u rn a lis t. I t  
req u ires  each  ind iv idual to  c o n fro n t th e  k e y  issues in jo u rn a lis m  and begin  to d e fin e  a p ersonal position w ith in  tho se  m a jo r  
d e b a te s  and e th ica l cha lleng es .
Progress on all m o d u les  is discussed in fo r tn ig h tly  o n e -to -o n e  tu to r ia ls  w ith  a p ersonal tu to r
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http://WWW.cabinetoffice.Qov.uk/reports/communications_review/index.asp
http://www.newssafety.com
http://www.dartcenter.ora
http://www.freemedia.at
http://www.mediaguardian.co.uk
http://www.holdthefrontpaqe.co.uk
http://www.pcc.ora
http://www.ofcom.ora.uk
http://www.bbc.co.uk/auidelines

