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J o u r n a lism  a d m in is tr a to r ;  M iche lle  Lam bert

In t h is  m o d u le  w e  w il l  e x p lo r e  t h e  c u r r e n t  s t a t e  o f  jo u r n a lis m  b y  e x a m in in g  a  s e r ie s  o f  k e y  
i s s u e s  a n d  th e ir  h is to r y . Y o u  w il l  le a r n  a b o u t  th e  p o lit ic a l  e c o n o m y  o f  m o d e r n  jo u r n a lis m  a n d  
t h e  c h a l le n g e s  i t  fa c e s  in  th e  d ig ita l a g e  w h e n  a ll t h e  o ld  m o d e ls  o f  h o w  t h e  n e w s  b u s in e s s  
w o r k s  a p p e a r  to  b e  u n d e r  th r e a t  a n d  th e  fu tu r e  s e e m s  u n c e r ta in . W e  w il l  e x a m in e  t h e  r o le  o f  
t e c h n o lo g y ,  p r o p r ie to r s ,  a d v e r t is e r s  a n d  p o lit ic a l  p a r t ie s  in  t h e  c r e a t io n  o f  n e w s p a p e r s  a n d  
n e w s  w e b s i t e s .  A m o n g  t h e  q u e s t io n s  w e  w ill  a s k  are: H o w  a r e  n e w s p a p e r s  a d a p t in g  to  
r e v o lu t io n a r y  c h a n g e  in  t h e  in d u s tr y ?  H o w  is  th e  e c o n o m ic s  o f  p r o d u c in g  n e w s  a n d  c o m m e n t  
c h a n g in g ?  H o w  is  jo u r n a lis m  to  b e  fu n d e d  in  th e  fu tu r e ?  Is lo c a l  n e w s  d e a d ?  S tu d e n ts  w il l  a ls o  
e x a m in e  w h a t  i t  m e a n s  to  b e  a  m o d e r n  jo u r n a lis t .  W h a t  is  ta b lo id  jo u r n a lis m ?  C an th e  
t r a d it io n a l  r o le  o f  r e p o r t e r  o r  n o t io n s  o f  o b je c t iv ity  s u r v iv e  in  t h e  d ig ita l  a g e?

AIMS

T h e  a im s  o f  th is  m o d u le  are:

•  T o  p r o v id e  a  t h o r o u g h  g r o u n d in g  in  t h e  c u r r e n t  s t a t e  o f  jo u r n a lis m  in  t h e  UK a n d  a b r o a d ,  
p a r t ic u la r ly  it s  e c o n o m ic  a n d  p o lit ic a l  a s p e c t s .

•  T o  g iv e  in s ig h t  in to  t h e  b u s in e s s  im p e r a t iv e s  t h a t  d r iv e  t h e  p r o d u c t io n  o f  jo u r n a lis m  in  
t h e  d ig ita l a g e

•  T o  r e f le c t  o n  t h e  fo r c e s  o f  c u ltu r a l c h a n g e  in f lu e n c in g  m o d e r n  jo u r n a lis m

•  T o  r e f le c t  o n  t h e  r o le  o f  t h e  in d iv id u a l  j o u r n a l is t  in  a  r a p id ly  c h a n g in g  m e d ia  la n d s c a p e

LEARNING OUTCOMES:

O n s u c c e s s f u l  c o m p le t io n  o f  th e  m o d u le ,  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  b e  a b le  to:

•  S h o w  fa m ilia r ity  w it h  t h e  fo r c e s  d r iv in g  t h e  d e l iv e r y  o f  jo u r n a lis m  in  t h e  UK  a n d  a b r o a d  
a n d  t h e  m a jo r  c h a n g e s  ta k in g  p la c e  in  b o th  c o n t e n t  a n d  d e liv e r y .
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E n g a g e  w it h  a r g u m e n t s  a b o u t  t h e  fu tu r e  o f  jo u r n a lis m  a n d  its  r o le  in  s o c ie t y ,  r e f le c t in g  o n  
t h e  n a tu r e  o f  jo u r n a lis m  a s  a v o c a t io n .

A n a ly s e , in  a n  in fo r m e d  fa s h io n , d e v e lo p m e n t s  in  m u lt i  m e d ia  jo u r n a lis m .

DELIVERY

T h e  m o d u le  is  d e l iv e r e d  in  w e e k ly  t w o - h o u r  s e s s io n s  w h ic h  w it h  b e  a  c o m b in a t io n  o f  le c t u r e s  
a n d  d is c u s s io n s .  T h e  c o r e  t e x t  w il l  b e  a n  u p  to  d a te  r e a d e r  o n  m o d e r n  n e w s p a p e r  jo u r n a lis m  
s u p p le m e n t e d  b y  k e y  a r t ic le s  o n  t h e  m a jo r  i s s u e s  in  t h e  m o d u le  w h ic h  w il l  b e  p o s t e d  o n  
S tu d y S p a c e . Y o u  w il l  e x p e c t e d  to  k e e p  y o u r s e lv e s  in fo r m e d  o f  c u r r e n t  d e v e lo p m e n t s  b y  
r e a d in g  n e w s p a p e r s ,  b o th  in  p r in t  a n d  o n lin e , jo u r n a ls  a n d  t h e  s p e c ia l i s t  m e d ia  s e c t io n s  o f  
t h e  m a jo r  n e w s  o r g a n is a t io n s .

ASSESSMENT

T h e  m a in  c a t e g o r y  o f  a s s e s s m e n t  w il l  b e  a  2 ,0 0 0 - w o r d  e s s a y  b a s e d  o n  t h e  t o p ic s  c o v e r e d  in  
t h e  c o u r s e . Y o u  w il l  c h o o s e  fr o m  a  s e le c t io n  o f  e s s a y  q u e s t io n s  a n d  t h is  a s s ig n m e n t  w ill  
a c c o u n t  fo r  8 0 %  o f  th e  m a r k s . The dead line  fo r  s u b m ittin g  th is  essay is 11am  Tanuarv 
23»-d.

In p r e p a r a t io n  fo r  t h e  e s s a y  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  b e  r e q u ir e d  to  w r ite ,  h a lfw a y  th r o u g h  t h e  c o u r s e , a  
5 0 0 - w o r d  r e f le c t io n  o n  t h e  i s s u e s  c o v e r e d  t h u s  fa r  b a s e d  o n  a  s e t  q u e s t io n . T h is  a s s ig n m e n t  
a n d  y o u r  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  c la s s  d i s c u s s io n s  w i l l  a c c o u n t  fo r  2 0 %  o f  y o u r  f in a l m a rk .

H ow  the le a rn in g  outcom es l in k  w ith  the  assessment

Learn ing  outcom e Assessment
•  S h o w  fa m ilia r ity  w it h  t h e  fo r c e s C la s s r o o m  w o r k

d r iv in g  t h e  d e l iv e r y  o f  jo u r n a lis m  in R e f le c t iv e  p ie c e
t h e  UK  a n d  a b r o a d  a n d  t h e  m a jo r  
c h a n g e s  ta k in g  p la c e  in  b o th  
c o n t e n t  a n d  d e liv e r y .

E s s a y  c h o ic e

•  E n g a g e  w it h  a r g u m e n t s  a b o u t  th e C la s s r o o m  w o r k
fu tu r e  o f  jo u r n a lis m  a n d  its  r o le  in R e f le c t iv e  p ie c e
s o c ie t y ,  r e f le c t in g  o n  th e  n a tu r e  o f  
jo u r n a lis m  a s  a  v o c a t io n .

E s s a y  c h o ic e
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jo u rn a ls :

Journa lism  
Journa lism  Studies

Newspapers and Magazines: 

Press Gazette
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G uardian M edia  (M ondays)

Radio:

The M edia Show, BBC Radio 4  (W ednesdays)

W ebsites and B logs:

Roy G reenslade’s b log: h t tp : /  /b logs.guard ian .co .uk / greenslade /  

h ttp : / / w w w .h o ld th e fro n tp age.co .uk/abou tus.sh tm l 

h t tp: /  /  w w w .io u rn a lism .co .u k /

Newspaper M a rke tin g  Agency: h ttp : / / w w w .nm auk .co .uk / 

N a tiona l Readership Survey: h ttp :/ /w w w .n rs .c o .u k /

N a tiona l U n ion  o f Journa lists: h t tp : / / w w w .n u i.o rg .u k /

Society o f Ed itors: h ttp ://w w w .s o c ie tv o fe d ito rs .c o .u k /

PROGRAMME SCHEDULE [ s u b je c t  to  c h a n g e ]

W eek 1 - In tro d u c tio n

W eek 2 - F ilm  Screening: Page One: Ins ide  the New York Times 

W eek 3 - W ha t a re  Newspapers?

W eek 4 -  P ro p rie to rs  

W eek 5 - The Golden Age o f the R epo rte r 

W eek 6 - D issecting the  T ab lo id  

W e e k?  - The F u tu re  o f News 

W eek 8 - Is Local News Dead?
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W eek 9 - Journa lism  in  the  D ig ita l Age 

W eek 10- Is O b je c tiv ity  w o rth  saving? 

W eek 11 - Conclusion

B r it ish  J o u r n a lism  R e v ie w  

Assessment su p p o rt
T h e  F a c u lty  o f  A r ts  a n d  S o c ia l S c ie n c e s  r u n s  a  C e n tr e  fo r  A c a d e m ic  S u p p o r t  a n d  E m p lo y a b il ity  
(C A SE] w h e r e  s t u d e n t s  c a n  r e c e iv e  o n e - t o - o n e  h e lp  w it h  a s s e s s m e n t s .  T h e  C e n tr e  ( fo r m e r ly  
k n o w n  a s  ASC] o p e r a t e s  o n  a n  in fo r m a l d r o p - in  b a s is ,  p r o v id in g  s p e c if ic  h e lp  fo r  s t u d e n t s  a t  
a ll l e v e l s  w i t h  th e ir  s tu d ie s :  p r e s e n t a t io n , r e fe r e n c in g , s t r u c tu r in g  a n d  e d it in g
t r a d it io n a l  a c a d e m ic  w r it in g , a s  w e l l  a s  m u lt im e d ia  t e x t s .  S p e c ia l is t  w o r k s h o p s  in c lu d in g  
c a r e e r s  a c t iv i t ie s  a r e  a ls o  o f f e r e d  e a c h  s e m e s t e r .  A ll PASS s t u d e n t s  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  to  g e t  a s  
m u c h  h e lp  a s  p o s s ib le  w it h  th e ir  a c a d e m ic  w o r k  fr o m  CASE. N o  a p p o in t m e n t  is  n e c e s s a r y ,  b u t  
a t  b u s y  t im e s  c o n s u l t a t io n s  m a y  b e  l im it e d  to  1 0 - 1 5  m in u te s .  T h e  C e n tr e  is  lo c a t e d  in  
s p e c ia l ly  d e s ig n e d  a c c o m m o d a t io n  in  r o o m  7 0 3  o f  th e  T o w e r  o n  P e n r h y n  R o a d  a n d  o p e n s  
fro m  w eek 4, ( 1 9  O c to b e r ]  1 0 a m -  5 p m  M o n d a y  -  T h u r s d a y  a n d  1 0 a m  -  3 p m  o n  F r id a y . T h e  
C e n tr e  is  o p e n  d u r in g  t h e  in t e r - s e m e s t e r  b r e a k  a n d  th e  s u m m e r  a s s e s s m e n t  p e r io d  u n t il  t h e  
e n d  o f  M ay. E m ail:
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