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Synopsis:

C e n t r e d  a r o u n d  p l o t  t o  k i d n a p  

a n d  m u r d e r  a  B r i t i s h  M u s l i m  

s o l d i e r ,  p l u s  t h e  s u p p l y  o f  

e q u i p m e n t  o u t  t o  P a k i s t a n  f o r  

t e r r o r i s t  p u r p o s e s .

E i g h t e e n  p r o p e r t y  s e a r c h e s .

N i n e  a r r e s t s / s i x  c h a r g e s / f o u r  

g u i l t y  p l e a s / o n e  f o u n d  g u i l t y / o n e  

a c q u i t t a l .

P a r v i z  K h a n  

r e c e i v e d  a  l i f e  

s e n t e n c e  f o r  h is  

r o l e  in  t h e  p lo t .
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How al-Qaeda ‘tried to bring Baghdad to 
Birmingham’
d ite  p o lic e  u x iitb e lie \''e x l a g ita te d  p lo t te rs  w e re  a b o u t to  c a x iy  o u t f i r s t  k id n a p  
xnd e x e c u tio n  in  th e  W e s t

?assey jeaKiris and Dar-ie; Mdumry

j o t  lo n g  b a c k  f r o m  h is  s i x - m o n t h  t o u r  in Iraq ,  th e  y o u n g  M u s l im  

o ld ie r  w a s  p u z z le d  w h e n  p o l ic e  c a l le d  at h is  f a m i l y  h o m e  in 

S irm in g h a m . W h a t  t h e y  h a d  to  s a y  left h im  s p e e c h le s s  w i t h  

i s b e l i e f

) f f ic e rs  d e s c r i b e d  h o w  a g a n g  f r o m  h is  h o m e  to w n  w a s  a l le g e d ly  

lo t t in g  to  a b d u c t  th e  s o ld ie r ,  a g e d  in h is  2 0 s ,  a n d  th e n  fo r c e  h im  

n f i lm  to  " a p o lo g i s e "  fo r  w h a t  he  h a d  d o n e  in Iraq.

s f t e r t h is  p r o p a g a n d a  c o u p ,  th e  g a n g  in te n d e d  to  v id e o  t h e m s e lv e s  

x e c u t i n g  t h e i r  h o s ta g e .  H is  m u r d e r  w o u ld  be s e e n  w o r ld w id e  on 

ne in te r n e t  a s  a w a r n in g  to  o th e r  B r i t i s h  M u s l im s  re g a r d e d  b y  th e  

id n a p p e r s  a s  " t r a i to rs " .
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Ai Qaeda was behind 'plot' to 
behead soidier
by S T E P H E N  W R IG H T  a n d  B E N  T A Y L O R  

L a s t  u p d a te d  at 1 0:01 01 F e b ru a ry  2 0 0 7

A f o i le d  p lo t  to  k id n a p ,  to r tu re  a n d  b e h e a d  
a B r i t is h  M u s l im  s o l d i e r w a s  o rc h e s t ra te d  
b y A I  Q a e d a ,  p o l ic e  s o u r c e s  have  s a id .

Oflf icers s u s p e c t  th e  m a s t e r m in d  b e h in d  
th e  a p p a l l in g  a t te m p t  to  b r in g  th e  h o r ro rs  
o f  B a g h d a d  to  th e  s t re e ts  o f  B r i ta in  is  a 
s e n io r  AI Q a e d a  te r ro r is t  w i th  c lo s e  l in k s  
to O s a m a  B in  L a d e n .

More here:
■ A dilemma for the Forces
■ The sick propaganda video
■ The men they held at dawn
■ Host!lib/ and fear on the quiet streets
■ 'Did this soldier trigger the plot?'

A heavy police presence in Foxton 
Ftoad, Alum FCock. Click enlarge to see 
a map of the areas where arrests took 

place

T h e  a l le g e d  p la n  w a s  to  a b d u c t  a M u s l im  s o ld ie r ,  m i r ro r in g  th e  m u r d e r s  o f  B r i t is h  
h o s ta g e s  K e n  B ig le y  a n d  M a rg a re t  H a s s a n .

T h e  v ic t im  w o u ld  have  b e e n  m a d e  to  p le a d  fo r  h is  life to  T o n y  B la ir ,  d e n o u n c e  th e  w a r
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^  Q Operation Gamble 1
JDS COUNTER TERRORISM UNJ

Communications Plan

•  S t a t e m e n t  r e a d y  t o  i s s u e  p r o a c t i v e l y

•  W e l l  m a n n e d  p r e s s  o f f i c e  o n  

m o r n i n g  o f  a r r e s t s

•  P l a n s  in  p l a c e  f o r  a n  a f t e r n o o n  

p r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e

•  M u l t i - l i n g u a l  l e a f l e t s  p r o d u c e d  ( f o r  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  2 4  h o u r s  l a t e r )

M u l t i - l i n g u a l  p h o n e  l i n e s  s e t  u p  ( f o r
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JDS COUNTER TERRORISM UNJ

Media Reaction

s t o r y  l e a k e d  p u t t i n g  p r e s s  o f f i c e  o n  b a c k  f o o t

M a s s  c o n v e r g e n c e  o n  c o m m u n i t i e s

P h o t o g r a p h e r s ’ c o m p l a i n t s

P r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e  r o o m  n o t  b ig  e n o u g h / n o  o n - s i t e  p a r k i n g  

P r e s s u r e  t o  c o n f i r m  i d e n t i t y  o f  s o l d i e r
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JDS COUNTER TERRORISM UNJ

Community reaction

•  A n g r y  a n d  c o n f u s e d

•  S c e p t i c a l

•  F e l t  p o l i c e  w e r e  h e a v y  h a n d e d

•  B e l i e v e d  p o l i c e  h a d  i n v i t e d  

m e d i a  t o  a t t e n d  a n d  h a d  

p r o v i d e d  p l o t  d e t a i l s

E x a m p l e  o f  c o m m u n i t y  p i c  i n  n a t i o n a l  m e d i a .
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Synopsis

A r r e s t  o f  f i v e  p e r s o n s  f o r  f a c i l i t a t i o n  ( l i n k e d  t o  o r i g i n a l  G a m b l e )

F o u r  c h a r g e d  a n d  a l l  p l e a d e d  g u i l t y .
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Community and media reaction (play video)
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JDS COUNTER TERRORISM UN

Comms planning from lessons learned

• C o n s c i o u s l y  l o w - k e y  a p p r o a c h

• D e c i s i o n  n o t  t o  h o l d  p r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e

• M o r e  d e t a i l s  g i v e n  in  i n i t i a l  p r e s s  r e l e a s e

•  M o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  g i v e n  t o  o f f i c e r s  a t  s c e n e

•  M e d i a  s t r a t e g y  r a n  in  p a r a l l e l  w i t h  

c o m m u n i t y  e n g a g e m e n t  p l a n
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F i v e  ' i r r C S t ^ d  * i l l  didn’t all go to plan!
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T h e  D a i l y  T e l e g r a p h
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