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N e w  p o l i c e  g a d g e t  p a y i n g  d i v i d e n d s  In  E a s t  P y r h a m

Fingerprint device 
makes impression
A  (GADGET w hich can check fin­
gerprints Is already helping police 
out on the heal catch  caimAttals in 
East Durhatn

D'urha?a ^on^fabaiarv o f the
ct>aatryS torc&s taGng paA su the Lsn^
* O'set

Ths haud-haid rcjotnle devices enalhs 
officers,la c h s A  soareoads a leatiw  on 
the scene, scrapping any need to  tem m  
to a poticc station.

Thev 'work by acainnrig in the 'sndex 
finger’5 pi’int \vith ilw  Image then sent 
to a national database using a With con- 
iicction '
- A  response is given n'ltb.sn two nisn- 
utos and df a match is found it give> 
details ntdudfng erhnhial teoonl. dare 
of hi Ah and an indicahon of the ie%"el

B ^ w m M A m ® m p s m
iiona thefnpsoif‘iiAt^om'.eaA urasexo uK

o£ cohudcncc in the result, ranging fnnn 
Itigb to SiStV,

Results have aheadp Iwsn seen in the 
s<outh oi the county, helping to put oos 
East Durham youib bstos-c a conA.

The 1 t“j?ear-o1dj rvho lives In dre 
travelliug cormstumly In Petedec, was 
charged with rohbcrv afier .an incident 
in Stalndrop in the eudy hours of June 
1 when a iP-year-old was punched, 
kicked and had fSO stolen as he niade 
hi.s way home '

Pie has alresdt made Ins hr.A appoar- 
attce before magisAates 

The projOet is being co-ordinated by 
die National Policing Imptovenrent 
Agency and has tramed 50 road pohemg

arid core officers from the- s-outh of the 
county to use the Sagem iermin:ds 

impeutot Andy iluddlestr-n, ’who 
heads the souili area m<sd policing nnii, 
said- ■‘The idea for tins system caete 
through tlie dex'-eiopruent of Atuonmtu. 
Number Plate 'Recognition.

"A large mimher of divers stopped 
through i\NRH kwe Mae details and 
l.<aniern provides a last and ctficie-nt 
wav of checking them out 
. ‘‘They are avadahic ‘24/7’ and can be 
xised in axmriePe of situations.’'

Outer rosoita ineiude the ideittutca- 
tion of a man' found mtixmscions by 
ihe roitdsidem Dariingioxi, with ohicets 
able to discover who he was withnt 20 
minutes, and correct de'tUils of a man 
befog hi^tHghted aPet he Mae 
fotormaims
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