
For Distribution to CPs

INTERVIEW HINTS FOR RADIO AND TELEVISION

PREPARATION

B e f o r e  a n  in te rv ie w ,  find o u t  f ro m  t h e  jo u r n a l i s t  o r  HQ P r e s s  O ffice :

•  if th e  in te rv ie w  is l ive  o r  p r e - r e c o r d e d
•  l ike ly  q u e s t io n s / w h a t  th e  first q u e s t io n  will b e
•  if a n y o n e  e l s e  is ta k in g  p a r t  a n d  th e i r  v ie w p o in t  o r  a l le g a t io n
•  if it’s  a n  in -d e p th  in te rv ie w ,  o r  fo r  a  s o u n d b i te  fo r  a  n e w s  bulle tin .

If y o u  k n o w  y o u  c a n ’t a n s w e r  a  s p e c i f i c  q u e s t io n ,  s a y  s o  b e f o r e  th e  
in te rv ie w  s ta r t s ,  to  s a v e  a w k w a r d n e s s  d u r in g  t h e  in te rv ie w .

B e f o r e  t h e  in te rv ie w ,  c o l le c t  y o u r  t h o u g h ts  a n d  m a k e  M e f  n o t e s  o f  y o u r  
k e y  p o in ts .

If y o u ' r e  a p p e a l in g  fo r  in fo rm a tio n ,  h a v e  th e  r e l e v a n t  p h o n e  n u m b e r s  
h a n d y ,  a n d  m a k e  s u r e  t h e  p h o n e s  a r e  m a n n e d .

B e  a w a r e  th a t  t h e  in te rv ie w  c o u ld  b e  b r o a d e n e d  to  ta lk  a b o u t  r e la te d  
fo r c e  p o l ic ie s ,  e g  y o u  m a y  a g r e e  to  b e  in te r v ie w e d  a b o u t  a n  R T C  
in v o lv in g  a  p o l ic e  v e h ic le ,  th e n  a l s o  b e  a s k e d  a b o u t  f o r c e  p o lic y  on  
d r iv e r  tra in ing .

F o r  T V  in t e r v ie w s  o n  p o l ic e  p r e m i s e s ,  r e m o v e  a n y th in g  in a p p r o p r ia te  o r  
c o n f id e n t ia l  f ro m  d e s k s  o r  n o t i c e b o a r d s .  P u t  a  s ig n  o n  t h e  d o o r  a s k in g  
fo r  qu iet/not to  b e  d is tu rb e d .  D ive r t  y o u r  p h o n e .
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DURING THE INTERVIEW

If th e  in te rv ie w  is p r e - r e c o r d e d  a n d  y o u  m a k e  a  m is ta k e ,  s to p ,  a n d  a s k  to  
s ta r t  a g a in .  T h e  jo u r n a l i s t  will u n d e r s t a n d .  It’s  a s  m u c h  in th e i r  in te r e s t  
a s  y o u r s  to  h a v e  a  f lu e n t  in te rv ie w .

K e e p  y o u r  a n s w e r s  sh o r t .  If y o u r  a n s w e r  is to o  le n g th y ,  it m a y  b e  e d i te d .  
M o s t  n e w s  b u l le t in s  will o n ly  u s e  1 0  to  3 0  s e c o n d s .

D uring  a  T V  in te rv ie w ,  lo o k  d ire c t ly  a t  t h e  in te rv ie w e r .  D o n ’t lo o k  s t ra ig h t  
into t h e  c a m e r a  u n l e s s  y o u ’re  a s k e d  to.

D o n ’t u s e  p o l ic e  ja r g o n ,  s u c h  a s  IP, A C R  o r  R T C .

U s e  t im e  r e f e r e n c e s  like ‘t o d a y ’, ‘y e s t e r d a y ’ o r  ‘lu n c h t im e ’ r a th e r  th a n  
‘1 3 0 0  h o u r s  o n  t h e  13*^ o f  th is  m o n th ’.

C o n s i d e r  v i s u a l  a id s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  g u n  u s e d  d u r in g  a  c r im e ,  o r  a n  i tem  o f  
c lo th in g  s im i la r  to  th a t  w o r n  b y  th e  m is s in g  p e r s o n .

D o n ’t f id g e t,  s w a y  o r  s lo u c h .

C h e c k  y o u r  a p p e a r a n c e  -  h a ir  t id y ?  T ie  s t r a ig h t ?  F o o d  o n  y o u r  f a c e ? !
T ry  to  a v o id  w e a r in g  ‘lo u d ’, c h e c k e d  o r  s t r ip e d  c l o t h e s  o n  TV.

T r e a t  all m i c r o p h o n e s  a s  'live'. D o n ’t m a k e  j o k e s  a b o u t  s e n s i t i v e  i s s u e s  
e i th e r  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  a n  in te rv ie w  -  t h e  c a m e r a  o r  s o u n d  re c o r d in g  c o u ld  
still b e  ru n n in g .
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