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A LIBERAL AND CRITICAL BLOG BY DAVID ALLEN GREEN
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SATURDAY, g JULY 2 0 1 1

Who is David Rose?

A d d e n d u m :

I n  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 1 , t h e  c o l u m n i s t  J o h a n n  H a r i  a d m i t t e d  
t o  b e i n g  " D a v id  R o s e " ,  a n  i n t e r n e t  a l i a s  h e  h a d  u s e d  in  
a n  s y s t e m i c  e x e r c i s e  o v e r  m a n y  y e a r s  t o  d i s h o n e s t l y  
p r o m o t e  h i s  o w n  r e p u t a t io n  a n d  t o  m a l i c io u s ly  s m e a r  
t h o s e  w i t h  w h o m  h e  d i s a g r e e d .  I  w r i t e  a b o u t  t h i s  
a d m i s s i o n ,  a n d  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  p o s t  b e lo w ,  h e r e  a n d  h e r e .

I  h a v e  n o w  b e e n  a s k e d  b y  s o m e  p e o p l e  w i t h  t h e  n a m e  
" D a v id  R o s e "  t o  m a k e  i t  c l e a r  t o  a n y o n e  c o m in g  a c r o s s  
t h i s  b lo g p o s t  ( b y  G o o g le  o r  o t h e r w i s e )  t h a t  t h e  p o s t  
b e l o w  d o e s  n o t  r e la t e  t o  a n y o n e  a c t u a l ly  n a m e d  D a v id  
R o s e .  I n  p a r t i c u la r ,  I  a m  h a p p y  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  " D a v id  
R o s e "  i s  n o t  t h e  D a v id  R o s e  w h o  i s  A s s i s t a n t  N e w s  E d it o r  
o f  T h e  l i m e s ,  o r  t h e  D a v id  R o s e ,  f o r m e r ly  o f  t h e  
G u a r d ia n ,  O b s e r v e r  a n d  B B C , a n d  w h o  c u r r e n t ly  w r i t e s  
f o r  t h e  M a i l  o n  S u n d a y  a n d  V a n i t y  F a ir ,  o r  t h e  D a v id  
R o s e  c u r r e n t ly  s t u d y i n g  a t  C a m b r id g e  U n iv e r s i t y .  N o r  i s  
i t  a n y  o f  t h e  m a n y  o t h e r  D a v id  R o s e s  id e n t i f i e d  b e lo w .

H o w e v e r ,  I  h a v e  k e p t  t h e  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e s e  D a v id  R o s e s  
b e lo w ,  a s  t h e y  a r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  f a s c in a t in g  s t o r y  w h i c h  
u n f o ld s  i n  t h e  p o s t  a n d  t h e n  i n  t h e  c o m m e n t s ;  f o r  t h i s  
p o s t  a n d  t h e  c o m m e n t s  c o m p r i s e  t h e  e x t r a o r d in a r y  s t o r y  
o f  t h e  u n m a s k in g  o f  " D a v id  R o s e " .

S.HORTU^1hD Bl.OG
t • •••

THE JACK OF KENT BLOG
" . . .o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  b lo g g e r s  in  
B r ita in "  - N i c k  C o h e n

W elcom e to  m y p erson a l b log , 
w h ere you  w ill f in d  critica l an d  
libera l v iew s, u su a lly  on  le g a l an d  
p olicy  issu es.

I am  D a v id  A l l e n  G r e e n ,  a
law yer an d  w riter w ork ing in  
L ondon.

I n o w  regu larly  b lo g  at the N e w

Statesman.

M y frien d  N ick  C ohen w rote an  in trigu ing d iary a t th is  w eek's  
Spectator. It is  n ow  on lin e  an d  w orth  read ing in  full.

I am  a lso  con ven or o f  
W e s t m i n s t e r  S k e p t i c s .

You can  fo llow  m e  on  T w i t t e r  an d  
F a c e b o o k .  •
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It fea tu res a cu rious figu re ca lled  'D avid r from  M eth P rod u ction s’ 
- w h o is  in trod u ced  a s  follow s:

I  l e a r n e d  t h a t  J o h a n n  H a r i  w a s  a  j o u r n a l i s t  w h o  w a s  b e t t e r  a t  

a t t e n t i o n - s e e k i n g  t h a n  t r u t h - t e l l i n g  w h e n  a  s m a l l  A m e r i c a n  

j o u r n a l  a s k e d  m e  t o  r e p l y  t o  h i s  r e v i e w  o f  W h a t ’s  L e f t ,  a  b o o k  o f  

m i n e  o n  t h e  d a r k  f o r c e s  i n  l i b e r a l - l e f t  p o l i t i c s .  I  l o o k e d  a t  i t  a n d  

w a s  a s t o n i s h e d .  I t  w a s  n o t  t h a t  h e  d i s l i k e d  m y  i d e a s  —  h e  w a s  

e n t i t l e d  t o  d i s a g r e e  —  b u t  t h a t  h e  h a d  a t t a c k e d  a  b o o k  I  h a d  n o t  

w r i t t e n .  H e  p r e t e n d e d  t h a t  I  b e l i e v e d  t h e  W e s t  h a d  b e e n  r i g h t  t o  

s u p p o r t  S a d d a m  H u s s e i n  w h i l e  h e  w a s  g a s s i n g  t h e  K u r d s  w h e n  I  

h a d  s a i d  t h e  o p p o s i t e .  H e  m a d e  u p  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  m y  p a r e n t s ,  

g o o d  p e o p l e  h e  h a d  n e v e r  m e t ,  t o  s h o w  m e  i n  a  b a d  l i g h t .  E v e r y  

s e c o n d  p a r a g r a p h  c o n t a i n e d  a  h o w l e r .  W e l l ,  I  t h o u g h t ,  g e t  a  b o o k  

w r o n g  a n d  t h e  t e x t  w i l l  c o n f o u n d  y o u .  I  t y p e d  o u t  t h e  p a s s a g e s  

t h a t  p r o v e d  t h a t  h e  w a s  a t  b e s t  a n  i n c o m p e t e n t  r e v i e w e r  a n d  f i l e d  

m y  r e p l y .  ‘G e t  o u t  o f  t h a t , ’ I  m u t t e r e d  a s  I  h i t  t h e  s e n d  b u t t o n .

I  t h o u g h t  n o  m o r e  a b o u t  i t  u n t i l  I  l o o k e d  a t  m y  e n t r y  o n  

W i k i p e d i a .  A s  w e l l  a s  l e a r n i n g  t h a t  I  w a s  a  p r o b a b l e  a l c o h o l i c ,  a  

h y p o c r i t e  a n d  a  s u p p o r t e r  o f  S a r a h  P a l i n ,  I  n o t i c e d  t h a t  a l l  

r e v i e w s  o f  m y  w o r k  w e r e  m i s s i n g  e x c e p t  H a r i ’s  e f f o r t .  F a r  f r o m  

s a y i n g  t h a t  h e  h a d  m a d e  w i l d  a l l e g a t i o n s  a n d  I  h a d  r e s p o n d e d  b y  

q u o t i n g  f r o m  t h e  b o o k ,  a  w r i t e r  w o r k i n g  u n d e r  t h e  p s e u d o n y m  

‘D a v i d  r  f r o m  M e t h  P r o d u c t i o n s ’  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  I  h a d  m a d e  w i l d  

a l l e g a t i o n s  w h i l e  H a r i  ‘h a d  o f f e r e d  q u o t e s  f r o m  C o h e n  w h i c h  h e  

a r g u e d  b a c k e d  u p  h i s  c l a i m s ’.

A w arded P o d  D e l u s i o n  B l o g g e r  

o f  t h e  Y e a r  z o o g  G>y Crispian  
Ja go ).

O ne o f  T h e  T im e s  F i v e  B e s t

B l o g s  -  5 N o vem b er 2 0 0 9 .

C O M M E N T S  M O D E R A T IO N

N o  p u r e ly  a n o n y m o u s  
c o m m e n t s  w i l l  b e  p u b l i s h e d ;  
a lw a y s  u s e  a  n a m e  f o r  e a s e  o f  
r e f e r e n c e  b y  o t h e r  
c o m m e n t e r s .

D i s c la i m e r s

T his B log never con ta in s lega l 
advice.

All B logp osts con ta in  on ly  m y  
p erson al v iew s an d  are p u b lish ed  in  
an  en tirely  p erson a l cap acity .

Cohen ad d s th at Cristina O done w as a lso  su b jected  to  th is  "David  
r":

S h e  w a s  a  ‘h o m o p h o b e ’  a n d  a n  ‘a n t i - S e m i t e ’,  t h e  s i t e  a l l e g e d ,  a n d  

s u c h  a  d i s a s t r o u s  j o u r n a l i s t  t h a t  t h e  C a t h o l i c  H e r a l d  h a d  f i r e d  

h e r .  H e r  h u s b a n d ,  E d w a r d  L u c a s ,  w e n t  o n l i n e  t o  d e f e n d  h e r  

r e p u t a t i o n ,  b u t  ‘D a v i d  r  f r o m  M e t h  P r o d u c t i o n s ’  t r i e d  t o  s t o p  h i m .  

M r  ‘ r ’ g a v e  t h e  s a m e  t r e a t m e n t  t o  F r a n c i s  W h e e n ,  A n d r e w  

R o b e r t s  a n d  N i a l l  F e r g u s o n  a f t e r  t h e y  h a d  s p a t s  w i t h  H a r i .  I t  

d i d n ’t  s t o p  t h e r e .  L u c a s  n o t i c e d  t h a t  a n o n y m o u s  e d i t o r s  h a d  

i n s e r t e d  H a r i ’s  v i e w s  o n  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  p e o p l e  a n d  i s s u e s  i n t o  

t h e  r e l e v a n t  W i k i p e d i a  p a g e s ,  w h i l e  H a r i  h i m s e l f  h a d  a  g l o w i n g  

W i k i p e d i a  p r o j i l e  —  u n t i l  t h e  s c a n d a l  b r o k e ,  t h a t  i s  —  m u c h  o f  i t  

w r i t t e n  b y  ‘D a v i d  r ’.

C ohen th en  concludes:

C om m en ts are u su a lly  m od erated . 
H ow ever, I d o n ot accep t an y  legal 
resp on sib ility  for th e  con ten t o f  an y  
co m m en t u n less  I have refu sed  to  
d elete  th e  c o m m en t fo llow in g  a 
va lid  com p la in t. A ny com p la in t 
m u st se t ou t th e  grou n d s for the  
d eletion  o f  the com m en t.

Like the BBC, th is  B log is  not 
resp on sib le  for the con ten t o f  
extern al in tern et sites.

I can  b e  em a iled  a t jack ofk ent [at] 
gm a il.co m .
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B e c a u s e  W i k i p e d i a  l e t s  c o n t r i b u t o r s  w r i t e  a n o n y m o u s l y ,  i t  

c a n n o t  t e l l  i t s  r e a d e r s  i f ‘D a v i d  r ’ i s  J o h a n n  H a r i ,  o r  a  f a n  o f  

H a r i ’s  w i t h  d e t a i l e d  k n o w l e d g e  o f  h i s  l i f e ,  o r  s o m e o n e  w i t h  a n  

i n t e r e s t  i n  p r o m o t i n g  h i s  c a r e e r .  B u t  j u s t  a s  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  H a r i ’s  

p h o n e y  i n t e r v i e w s  w a s  t o  m a k e  i t  s e e m  t h a t  h e  e l i c i t e d  q u o t e s  n o  

o t h e r  j o u r n a l i s t  c o u l d  m a t c h ,  s o  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  W i k i p e d i a  i s  t o  m a k e  

h i m  s e e m  o n e  o f  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  w r i t e r s  o f  o u r  t i m e s .  I n  t r u t h  h e  

d i s g r a c e d  h i m s e l f  b e c a u s e  h e  w a s  a n  a m b i t i o u s  m a n  w h o  m i g h t  

h a v e  b e e n  a  g o o d  j o u r n a l i s t ,  b u t  y e a r n e d  t o  b e  a  g r e a t  o n e ,  a n d  

s o  t r i e d  t o  s u m m o n  a  t a l e n t  h e  c o u l d  n e v e r  p o s s e s s  b y  b r a g g i n g  

a n d  s c h e m i n g .

S o w h o cou ld  th is "David r" be?

W ell here S ou rcew atch  [edit, h ad  w ron gly  typ ed  W ikipedia, sorry] 
h elp s u s, for there is  a "Talk Page" ab out so m e  o f  the ed its, w hich  
m ak es very in teresting  reading.

D avid  te lls  us:

I  p r o p o s e d  t h e  e d i t s ,  a n d  n o ,  I  a m  n o t  J o h a n n  H a r i .  I  k n o w  h i m  a  

b i t ,  w e  w e r e  a t  u n i v e r s i t y  t o g e t h e r ,  a n d  I  h a v e  d o n e  s o m e  w o r k  

o n  h i s  w e b s i t e .  Y o u  c a n  e - m a i l  m e  a t  

m e t h u s e l a h p r o d u c t i o n s @ h o t m a i l . c o m

H e a ssu res u s ab out a lib e l threat:

I  m e n t i o n e d  l i t i g a t i o n  o n l y  t o  s h o c k  y o u  i n t o  r e a l s i n g  t h a t  y o u r  

w o r d s  h a v e  c o n s e q u e n c e s ;  I  a l s o  m a d e  i t  c l e a r  t h a t  J o h a n n  i s  a  

f r e e  s p e e c h  n u t  a n d  w o u l d  n e v e r  s u e  a n y o n e .

It is all very  unfair:

J o h a n n  w r i t e s  a l m o s t  e n t i r e l y  o n  l e f t - w i n g  i s s u e s  f r o m  a  

l e f t - w i n g  p e r s p e c t i v e .  C h e c k  o u t  h i s  w e b s i t e .  Y o u r  i m p u g n i n g  o f  

h i s  i n t e g r i t y  w i l l  b e  u s e d ,  I  s u s p e c t ,  m a i n l y  b y  Z i o n i s t  g r o u p s  a n d  

a n t i - e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t s  i n  t h e i r  m a i l i n g  l i s t s  t o  u n d e r m i n e  h i s  

w r i t i n g  a b o u t  P a l e s t i n e  a n d  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e .  ( T h e  P r i v a t e  E y e  

a t t a c k  b e g a n  a f t e r  J o h a n n  a t t a c k e d  t h e i r  h o m o p h o b i a ) .  I t ' s  

f r u s t r a t i n g  t o  s e e  a  d e c e n t  g u y  w h o  w o r k s  h a r d  f o r  l e f t - w i n g  

c a u s e s  b e i n g  p u l l e d  d o w n  b y  h i s  o w n  s i d e  ( u s i n g  r i g h t - w i n g

BLOG ARCHIVE
►  2012 ( 2 )

▼  2011 (8 0 )
►  D ecem b er (7)
► November (9 )

►  O ctober (8)
►  S ep tem b er (7)
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Blogging

On capital punishment

Who sent that email to Louise 
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W ithout P rejudice w ith  
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a lle g a tio n s! )  b e c a u se  th e y  d is a g r e e d  w ith  h im  on  on e issue.

T he com p a rison  w ith  Jayson  Blair is  d ism issed :

A b o u t J a y s o n  B la ir . You c a n n o t c o m p a re  a  r e p o r te r  w h o  
f a b r ic a te d  s to r ie s , p r e te n d e d  to  b e  p la c e s  h e  w a s n 't  e tc , to  a  
r e p o r te r  w h o  r e p e a te d  a  v e r y  w id e ly  c ir c u la te d  a n d  r e p o r te d  
s to r y  ( th e  I r a q  P a s to r  th in g ) w h ich  th en  tu rn e d  o u t to  b e  w ro n g  
a n d  w a s  c o r r e c te d  w h e n  h e k n e w  a b o u t it. T h ey  a r e  n o t th e  sa m e  
th in g , a n d  it's  b iz a r r e  to  c la im  th e y  a re .

A n y w a y a , y o u  h a v e  sh o w n  y o u  a r e  h o n o u ra b le  p e o p le  a n d  k eep  
u p  th e  g o o d  w o r k  on  (b a d )  jo u rn a lis ts

T hen  on  25  Jan u ary  2 0 0 5 , on e o f  th e  W ikipedia ed itors n otices  
som eth in g  od d  about th e  IP ad d ress o f  David:

D a v id R , y o u  h a v e  a  cu r io u s  IP  a d d re s s :

IP: 217 .118 .112 .0/20

d e sc r :  In te ro u te  T e leco m m u n ica tio n s (U K ) L td  
orig in : A S 8928

n o tify :  h o s tm a s te r@ in te ro u te .n e t
m n t-b y :  IN T E R O U T E -M N T N R
c h a n g ed : g e o r g e @ in te r o u te .n e t20040211

so u rce : R IP E
p erso n : F ra n c  T u n d idor
a d d re s s :  In d e p e n d e n t N e w s  &  M e d ia
a d d re s s :  In d e p e n d e n t H ou se
a d d re s s :  191 M a rsh  W a ll
a d d r e s s :  L on d on
a d d re s s :  E 14 9R S
a d d re s s :  U K

N o w , y o u  w o u ld n t h a p p e n  to  b e  w o rk in g  a t  th e  In d ep en d en t, 
w o u ld  y o u ?  S o  y o u  to o  sh o u ld  b e  "keep u p  th e  g o o d  w o r k  on  (b a d )  
jo u rn a lis ts"  (a s  y o u  s ta te d  a b o v e ) .

But D avid  responds:

Yes, I  d o  sh if ts  a s  a  su b  a t  th e  In d ie  so m e tim e s  (Joh a n n  g o t  m e  
th is sh if tw o rk , I  to ld  y o u  u p  f r o n t  h e  is a  f r i e n d  o f  m in e) - y o u  ca n
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H olford  W atch
H ou se o f  C om m en ts (p od cast)
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a l l  m e  o n  t h e  s w i t c h b o a r d ,  c a l l  t h e  s u b s '  d e s k  o n  0 2 0 7 0 0 5 2 0 0 0  

a n d  a s k  f o r  D a v i d  R o s e .  A n d ,  y e s ,  I  d o  w a t c h  o u t  f o r  b a d j o u r n o s .

T hat w ou ld  exp la in  the IP address.

W e a lso  have h is  su rn am e. H is n a m e is D avid  Rose.

T here is th en  a len g th y  p assag e  w h ich  in clu d es th e  follow ing:

Y o u  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  J o h a n n  o n  I r a q .  I  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  h i m  t o o ,  a s  

a n y b o d y  w h o  k n o w s  u s  o r  w o r k s  i n  t h i s  o f f i c e  w i l l  t e l l  y o u .

T h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  y o u  a c c u s e  h i m  o f  b e i n g  a  l i a r  w i t h  n o  e v i d e n c e .

So th is D avid  R ose is a C am bridge fr ien d  o f  H ari, and  at that tim e  
he w orks at th e  In d epen d en t as a sub  on  sh ifts. H e is a lso  
w ell-kn ow n  in  the o ffice  for h is  d isag reem en ts  w ith  H ari.

D avid  R ose is a lso  som eth in g  to  d o w ith  M ethuselah  Productions.
It is u sed  as h is  h otm ail ad d ress and  (in  abbreviated  form ) h is  
W ikipedia ad d ress. U n fortu nately  w hatever prod u ction s  
M eth u selah  P roductions p rod u ced  w ere n ot su ccessfu l, as it h as no  
easily  id en tifiab le trace  on  internet.

Intrigued, I asked another frien d  o f  m in e  - T im  Ireland o f  
B loggerh ead s w hat h e  cou ld  find. H e is very good  on  internet 
search es an d  th is so rt o f  th ing.

[ E D I T  2 0 / 9 / 2 0 1 1  t e x t  a n d  e d i t s  r e m o v e d  -  e x p l a n a t i o n  a n d  

b a c k g r o u n d  h e r e . ]

T he em ail ad d ress a lso  p op s up  for th is  com m en t:

/  h a v e  a l s o  w o r k e d  a t  t h e  S p e c t a t o r ,  R e u t e r s  a n d  C N N ' s  w e b s i t e  

d o i n g  s u b b i n g .  W h a t  d o e s  t h a t  r e v e a l ?  I t ' s  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  t h a t  

c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  a c t u a l  f a c t s ,  y o u  g u y s  s c r a m b l e  l i k e  h y e n a s  f o r  

s o m e  s c r a p  o f  p e r s o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  u s e  a g a i n s t  m e ,  e v e n  g o i n g  

t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f r e t r e i v i n g  s i c k  p o r n  f r o m  t h e  w e b .  W h a t e v e r  m a k e s  

y o u  f e e l  b e t t e r . . .

J o an n e Cash
JourdemajTie 
Little A tom s (p od cast)
N ick  Cohen
P od D elu sion  (p od cast)
P od B lack  Cat
R ichard W isem an
Righteous In d ign ation  (pod cast)
S im on  Singh
Skeptic Z one (p od cast)
Skepticat
Skeptics w ith  a K (p od cast)
T he Lay S cien tist
T he Q u ack om eter
T he R ather Friendly Skeptic
V agina D entata
Z eno's B log

SEARCH THIS BLOG
Search

powered b\-

FOLLOWERS
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with Google Friend Connect
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£>
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So th e  author o f  th is co m m en t is at lea st  th at he is aw are o f  so m e
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porn  con n ection  to  th e  em ail ad d ress. It, o f  cou rse, d o es n ot prove  
th at h e  w rote it or w as in  any w ay aw are o f  it in  an y  detail.

M ore im p ortan tly  for our p u rp oses, D avid  R ose te lls  us m ore o f  
h is su b bin g  career. N ot on ly  h as h e  d on e sh ifts for the  
Independent, h e  a lso  h as w orked for Spectator, R euters, an d  CNN.

B ack  at W ikipedia, D avid  R ose n ow  h as h is ow n user page.

O ne th em e o f  the p ag e  is D avid's d efen ce  o f  H ari aga in st h is  
critics. For exam ple:

I ' l l  t e l l  y o u  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e  t h a t ' s  g e n e r a l l y  f r o w n e d  o n  i n  

W i k i p e d i a :  i n s e r t i n g  l i e s  i n t o  e n t r i e s ,  b l a t a n t l y  t r y i n g  t o  i m p o s e  

y o u r  P O V  o n  e n t r i e s  o f  p e o p l e  y o u  h a t e ,  i m p o s i n g  y o u r  o w n  

p o l i t i c a l  b i a s ,  i n s u l t i n g  r e a l  p e o p l e  a s  s o c k p u p p e t s . . .

T he la st entry o f  D avid  on  th at u ser  p age  is 12 M arch 2 0 0 7 . It is 
ju st after he an n ou n ces h e  h as em ailed  som eth in g  to  H ari.

So far, th is h as b een  a b it  o n e-sid ed . It is  all ab out D avid  R ose and  
the con n ection s h e c la im s w ith  H ari. N oth ing  so  far even  show s  
that H ari is even  aw are o f  h is  d evoted  ch am p ion . D avid  R ose cou ld  
b e  so m e  W alter M itty p reten d in g to  k n ow  a fam ou s journalist.

But th en  th ere  is th is  p ost b y  Joh an n  H ari, h osted  on  h is ow n  
w eb site .

R eferring to  th e  con fron tation a l co m m en ts thread s w h ich  I have  
q u oted  above, H ari states:

A  f r i e n d  h a s  j u s t  e - m a i l e d  m e  a  l i n k  t o  t h e  c o m m e n t s  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  

' D a i l y  A b l u t i o n ' ,  a  b l o g  b y  r i g h t - w i n g  w r i t e r  S c o t t  B u r g e s s .  I t ' s  

q u i t e  a m u s i n g .  C h e c k  i t  o u t  -  i t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  c o m m e n t s  b o x  o n  t h e  

p a g e .

B u r g e s s  i s  v e r y  f o n d  o f  w r i t i n g  t o  l e f t - w i n g  n e w s p a p e r s  a n d  

d e m a n d i n g  c o r r e c t i o n s  i n  p r i n t .  D a i l y  j o u r n a l i s m  w r i t t e n  t o  t i g h t  

d e a d l i n e s  i n e v i t a b l y  i n v o l v e s  e r r o r s  - 1  m a k e  t h e m  m y s e l f ,  l i k e  

e v e r y o n e  e l s e  -  a n d  a l l  s o r t s  o f  g a d f l i e s  c a n  b e  h e l p f u l  i n  p o i n t i n g  

t h e m  o u t ,  e v e n  w h e n  t h e y  h a v e  a  p r e t t y  u g l y  a g e n d a s  l i k e  

B u r g e s s .  T h a t ' s  w h y  I ' m  g r a t e f u l  t o  h i m  f o r  p o i n t i n g  o u t  a n  e r r o r
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I  m a d e  i n  c i t i n g  L o u i s  E m m a n u e l ,  t h e  h u r r i c a n e  e x p e r t ,  a  f e w  

w e e k s  a g o ,  f o r  e x a m p l e .  A s  s o o n  a s  I  f o u n d  o u t  a b o u t  i t  I  p o s t e d  a  

c o r r e c t i o n ,  a n d  t h a n k s  t o  h i m  I  w o n ' t  m a k e  t h a t  m i s t a k e  a g a i n .

B u t  w h a t ' s  s o  f u n n y  i s  t h a t  w h e n  B u r g e s s '  o w n  f a c t u a l  e r r o r s  -  

r e a l  w h o p p e r s ,  l i k e  c i t i n g  s c i e n t i s t s  w h o  s a y  e x a c t l y  t h e  o p p o s i t e  

o f  w h a t  h e  c l a i m s ,  p a r t  o f  h i s  t o t a l  i l l i t e r a c y  o n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  

g l o b a l  w a r m i n g  -  w e r e  e x p o s e d  b y  A l e x  H i g g i n s  o n  t h i s  w e b s i t e ,  

B u r g e s s  p o s t e d  n o  c o r r e c t i o n s .  N o t h i n g .  R e c e n t l y  D a v i d  R o s e  h a s  

b e e n  w r i t i n g  i n  h i s  c o m m e n t s  b o x ,  a s k i n g  h o w  t o  c o n t a c t  B u r g e s s '  

r e a d e r s '  e d i t o r  t o  r e q u e s t  a  c o r r e c t i o n .

A n d  B u r g e s s  h a s  b e e n . . .  t o t a l l y  s i l e n t .  I t  h a s  b e e n  le f t  t o  b a r e l y -  

l i t e r a t e  p o s t e r s  i n  h i s  c o m m e n t s  b o x  t o  r e s p o n d ,  a c c u s i n g  p e o p l e  

l i k e  D a v i d  w i t h  r e a l  s c i e n t i f i c  k n o w l e d g e  ( a  s t a r r e d f i r s t  f r o m  a  

d e g r e e  s p e i c a l i s i n g  i n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s c i e n c e  a t  C a m b r i d g e ,  a n d  

e x t e n s i v e  w o r k  i n  A n t a r c t i c a  o b s e r v i n g  t h e  e ffe c ts  o f  g l o b a l  

w a r m i n g )  o f  b e i n g  " s t u p i d "  a n d  " t w e r p s . "

D a v i d  i s  q u i t e  r i g h t  w h e n  h e  s a y s ,  " I f  S c o t t  d o e s n ' t  r e s p o n d  t o  

[ A l e x  H i g g i n s ' ] f a i r  a n d  a c c u r a t e  c r i t i q u e ,  t h e n  I ' m  a f r a i d  h i s  

a b i l i t y  t o  f a c t - c h e c k  a n d  c r i t i q u e  o t h e r s  i s  s i m p l y  s h o t  t o  p i e c e s . "

N e x t  t i m e  y o u  r e a d  h i m  t r y i n g  t o  f a c t - c h e c k  a  l i b e r a l ,  r e m e m b e r  

t h a t  h e  h a s  b e e n  p r o v e n  t o  h a v e  n o  r e s p e c t  f o r  f a c t s  -  n o n e  -  

h i m s e l f .

S o D avid  is n ot ju st a C am bridge fr ien d  and  co lleagu e o f  H ari w ho  
h as w orked at a nu m ber o f  grea t n ew sp ap ers as a su b -ed itor  on  
sh ifts, h e  a lso  h as a "starred first" from  C am bridge an d  h as  
w orked exten sively  in A ntarctica  observing the effects o f  g lobal 
w arm ing.

It m ay  w ell b e  that th e  "Wikipedia" D avid  R ose is  not th e  sa m e  as  
th e  "global w arm in g com m enter"  D avid  R ose. W e on ly  have  
c ircu m stan tia l evidence. But it is c lear  that H ari know s at lea st the  
la tter and  th a t h e  know s H ari.

In v iew  o f  th e  co m m en ts o f  N ick  Cohen in  th e  Spectator th is  w eek, 
it w ou ld  b e  fascin atin g  to  k n ow  w hat th is  D avid  R ose is up  to  now . 
A s H ari m a y  still b e  in  tou ch  w ith  h im , I have tw eeted  h im  to  se e  if  
he can  a lso  put m e  in  tou ch  w ith  h is frien d  D avid  R ose.

At th e  tim e  o f  w riting, H ari h as n ot g o t b ack  to  m e.
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(M any than ks to  N ick  Cohen, Tim  Ireland, G uy W alters, and  
J ere m y  D u n s in  resp ect o f  th is p ost. H ow ever, th is p ost is en tirely  
m y  resp on sib ility .)

COM M ENTS M O DERATIO N

N o p u rely  an on ym ou s co m m en ts  w ill b e  published; alw ays u se  a 
n am e for ea se  o f  reference b y  other com m en ters. N o  d efm atory  
co m m en ts  w il b e  p u b lish ed .
BY  JA C K  OF KENT AT 17:03 g

1 4 4  C O M M E N T ( S ) :  

sa id ...
’ ■ 'm

T hough  I h ap p en  to  th ink  Cohen is a p rim e rim , th is  R ose  
bloke is  out o f  lin e  w ith out a sh ad ow  o f  a doubt.
9 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  1 8 : 5 5

0  G uy sa id ...
T he user "David r from  m eth  productions" h a s a lso  b een  in 
trou b le  for ed its to  R ichard Littlejohn's article. T h is annoys  
m e: it p a ins m e  to  h ave to  b e  fair to  so m eo n e  like  
Littlejohn, w h o  I con sid er on e o f  the n astiest p eop le  in  
jou rn alism .

If anyone h as m ore in form ation  re ab u se o f  W ikipedia b y  
th is  individual th ey  are w elcom e to  con tact m e  privately  or 
a t . T h is is n ot accep tab le  at all.
9 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  1 9 : 0 9  

Joh n  S sa id ...
Su rely  it sh ou ld  b e  easy  en ou gh  to  d iscover th e  grad u ation  
lis ts  for King's C am bridge around  2 0 0 0 - 2001 . E sp ecia lly  
as w e k n ow  th e subject and  grade.
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It d oes seem  od d  that an  en viron m en ta l sc ien ce  star w ou ld  
b e  sub bin g at th e  Indy, b u t stran ger th in gs have happened .

If  you  ch eck  D avid  r's ed it h istory  on  W ikipedia, you'll see  
so m e  p u rely  factu a l ed its from  20 0 6  ab ou t Joh an n  H ari's 
old  sch ool, J o h n  Lyon S ch oo l. P erhaps th ey  w ere  
sch oo lm ates too.

You cou ld  a lso  fam iliarize  you rselves w ith  th e tw ist in the  
p lot to  th e  film  'F ight Club'.

V en ex  d e f  E sse  sa id ...
V ery in teresting . S o m e o f  th at w as qu ite u n im agined!

It's in teresting th at th is line

"I m en tion ed  litiga tion  on ly  to  sh ock  you in to  realsin g that 
your w ords have con seq u en ces; I a lso  m ad e it c lear that 
Jo h an n  is  a free  sp eech  nut and  w ou ld  never su e  anyone."

w ou ld  appear n ot to  ta lly  en tire ly  w ith  truth.

H ari D ID  th rea ten  to  su e  a b lo g  (on  w hich  at on e  t im e  he  
h ad  p reviou sly  b een  an  author, b efore  h is political 
op in ion s, e sp ec ia lly  vis a v is Iraq, rad ically  ch an ged), 
H arry's P lace, in  2 0 0 7 , after it p u b lish ed  a p iece  accu sin g  
h im  (w ith  tex tu a l ev id ence - and  it is rela ted  to  H ari's 
review  o f  N ick  Cohen's b oo k  on  O rw ell) o f  "m aking th ings  
up"
h ttp ://w w w .g u a rd ia n .c0.u k /m e d ia /g r e e n s la d e /2 0 0 7 / 0ct
/n /b lo g g e r stu r n b r ita in s lib e ll

The p iece  th at so  provoked H ari's ire w as cap tu red  b efore  
th e  b log  took  it dow n, and  can  still b e  seen  at 
h ttp : / /b p 1.b lo g g er .co m /_ M U X J sZ n 4hV Y /R q 8qeLC4 R8 I 
/A A A A A A A A A H c/2 0 B vY L h H T q g/si6o o -h /h p .jp g

It's hard, four years later, to  do anything b u t agree  
p rofu sely  w ith  th e  con clu sion  o f  th e  d eleted  H arry's P lace  
p ost

"If you  asp ire  to  b e  a seriou s aca d em ic  com m en ta tor  or 
n on -tab lo id  jou rn alist, a reputation  for m aking th in gs up
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sh ou ld  sp ell career  death"

A s for in cest p orn ....b lim ey .
9 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  1 9 : 13

J en n ie  K erm ode sa id ...
I w ou ld  n eed  m ore  R ose tex t to  d o a fu ll lin gu istic  analysis, 
b u t even  on  th e b a sis  o f  th ese  sn ip p ets I can  tell you  that his 
p rose  and  H ari's have an  u n u su a l n u m b er o f  fea tu res in  
com m on .

It m ay  a lso  b e  w orth  noting that H ari d oes n ot have D avid  
R ose listed  as a fr ien d  on  F aceb ook  - od d  given  that h is list 
o f  frien d s is lengthy, an d  th at on e w ou ld  th ink  an  am b itiou s  
you n g jou rn a list so  proud  o f  their a sso c ia tio n  w ou ld  va lu e  
that v isib le  con n ection .
9 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  19:15  

J erem y  D u n s sa id ...
It m ay  b e  w orth  n otin g th at in  the link  to Sourcew atch , the  
se lf-id en tified  D avid  R ose sta ted  in  2 0 0 5  th at he is Joh an n  
H ari's w eb m aster: 'W hat do you  m ean , w hy d o I k n ow  h is  
work? B ecau se he's m y  m ate  and  I put all h is  artic les on  h is  
w eb site  for h im . Y our ch eap  in siu ation s are a b it... cheap.'

P resum ably , then , Joh an n  H ari w ou ld  b e  ab le to  con firm  
w hether th e  D avid  R ose he w rote ab out w ho is a fr ien d  o f  
his, go t a starred  first from  C am bridge an d  w orked as a 
su b -ed itor  a t T he Indepen d en t, T he Spectator and  
elsew h ere is th e  sa m e  as the D avid  R ose w ho c la im s to  b e  a 
frien d  o f  h is, k n ew  h im  at C am bridge, w orked as a 
su b -ed itor  a t T he In d epen d en t an d  in  2 0 0 5  c la im ed  to  b e  
h is w eb m aster . A nd w h eth er th ey  are th e  sa m e  m a n  or tw o  
different m en , H ari know s one o f  th em , so  he can  
p resu m ab ly  provide con tact d eta ils for h im  so  som eo n e  
can  call h im  to  ask  h im  ab ou t th is  an d  clear it all u p ...
9 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  19:19  

O liver said ...
W hen  I w as at C am bridge (so m e  tim es ago) I don't b elieve  
there w as a part II natural sc ien ces op tion  th at one cou ld  
d escrib e as "specialising in  en viron m en ta l science" and
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th is  h ttp ://w w w .c a m .a c .u k /a b o u t/n a tsc itr ip o s /p s /p 2 /  
w ou ld  tend  to  su gg est there still isn't. T here's a c lim ate  
ch an ge cou rse  in  Part II G eological S cien ces, b u t 
en viron m en ta l sc ien ce  is  not on e o f  th e  5 "cores" to  part II 
h ttp s://w w w .e sc .c a m .a c .u k /e sc /f ile s /D e p a r tm e n t  
/tea ch in g /P a rt% 2 0 lI% 2 0 Guide% 2 0 2 0 i 0 - i i .p d f  
an d  d oesn 't seem  to  figure stron gly  in  third  year G eography  
sy llab u s either
h ttp ://w w w .g eo g .ca m .a c .u k /u n d erg ra d u a te /p ro sp ec tu s
/th ird yea r .h tm l

Bob sa id ...
A nyone rung th e  Indy su b s d esk  and  ask ed  for D avid  R ose?

H ari se e m s to  have a lo t o f  qu ite devoted  frien d s...

h ttp : //u n sp e a k , n e t/p o stm o d e r n is ts / #  co m m en t-4049

h ttp ://w w w .a ta n g led w eb .o rg /? p = 3 i i 9 # c o m m e n t-6 i 427

A n onym ou s sa id ...
It sou n d s like D avid  R ose w ou ld  have h ad  so m e  link  to  th e  
Scott P olar R esearch  Institu te in  C am bridge.

P erh ap s it's th e  D avid  R ose listed  here  
h ttp ://w w w .g e o g .c a m .a c .u k /p e o p le /o w e n s /

A ndy

D ave R ose an d  H ari have a p rob lem  typing th e le tter 't' in  
the right order. W hy? I venture it is  b eca u se  they  are  b oth  
p assio n ate  h igh ly  strung peop le.

A ny c loser  sy m b io s is  is  n ot really  provable and  not 
d esirab le  to  prove in  m y m in d . D avid  R ose cou ld  b e  a PhD  
th esis  for so m eo n e  w ho lo ves travelling throu gh  links
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(m ayb e I g e t a d ou b le  first in  that? ; I am  fo llow in g  th is too  
c lo se ly  for san ity). But ju st in  ca se  it m atters (I can  alw ays  
cla im  I have h igh er fun ction ing  asp ergers if  I get su ed ) the  
fact th e  D aveR  m a d e  m en tion  o f  Rita H ayw orth’s hairline  
in  2006  an d  Jo h an n  u sed  D ave's research  on  that subject 
in  20 0 8  m u st m ea n  th ey  are  far c loser  th an  th ey  seem  to  
say  ab ou t each  o t h e r ;)

A n d rew  R ichards sa id ...
D avid  R ose cou ld  q u ite  easily  b e  a jou rn alist -

A  s im p le  g o og le  search  turns up  a D avid  R ose w ho w rites  
for th e  T im es

h ttp ://jo u r n a lis te d .c o m /d a v id -r o se -i

w h ile  a D avid  R ose is  referred  to  a s  a "superb digger" in  a 
2 0 0 3  E vening S tandard  p iece  re  the O bserver an d  Iraq  
(som ew h at am u sin g ly , th e  p iece  b e lo w  is  titled  "Moral 
vacu u m  at the Indy"

http: /  /  w w w .th isislon d on . co. u k /n e w s/a r tic le -3 125107- 
th e-ob serv er-h as-ch osen -w ar.d o

an d  a D avid  R ose h as a lso  w ritten  in  th e  n ot-q u ite-  
so -left-w in g  D a ily  M ail -  in  th is  article , w riting on  the  
en viron m en t b u t toein g  a very D aily  M ail line , w hich  
d oesn 't ta lly  w ith  th e  wiM pedia q u otes from  above

h ttp ://w w w .d a ily m a il.co .u k /n ew s/a r tic le -1235395

/S P E C IA L -IN V E S T IG A T IO N -aim ate-ch an ge-em ails-
r o w -d e e p en s-R u ssia n s-a d m it-D ID -sen d -th em .h tm l

_ j  sa id ...
W ell, w e don't k n ow  th e su b ject or th e  co llege  for certa in  - 
I'd g u ess  N atural S cien ces, an d  K ing's seem s p lau sib le , b ut 
th e  R eporter c la ss  lis ts  are  organ ised  b y  su b ject anyway.

I don't have c la ss  lis ts  b efore  2 0 0 3 , an d  n on e o f  th em  to  
h an d  - an d  sa d ly  they're not on lin e  either.
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A s J o h n  S says, it sh ou ld  b e  relatively  s im p le . It on ly  tak es  
a cou p le  o f  h ou rs to  find  so m eo n e's  su b ject a n d  grade from  
a n am e, an d  w e h ave m ore  in form ation  than  th a t in  this  
b lo g  p ost...
9 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  2 0 : 3 5  

D r A ust sa id ...
T here m ay  b e  q u ite  a few  D avid  R oses around, a s  there  
ap p ears to b e  on e th at h a s w ritten  for the G u a r d i a n ,  an d  
a lso  a 'D avid Rose' that h as w ritten  for the D a i l y  M a i l .  T his 
la st  on e is  excoria ted  b y G eorge M onbiot here, in  an  article  
w h ich  se e m s to  su gg est R ose (G uardian) an d  R ose (M ail) 
m ay b e  on e an d  th e sam e.

I am  confused .

A  th ou gh t - I w on der i f  on e or o th er o f  the R oses ( if  m ore  
than  on e) m igh t b e  an  id en tity  so m e n ew sp ap ers u se  to  
m ean:

'contributor (or con trib u tors) w ho d o /e s  not w ish  to  b e  
id en tified  b y  n am e, so  w e w ill b e  u sin g  th is gen eric  n o m  d e  

p l u m e . ’

A  b it like, even , th e  le tters th e  civil serv ice sen d s out w ith  
the signatu re o f  a fictitiou s officia l on them .
9 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  2 0 : 3 7  

N em esis  sa id ...
Ok, so  accord in g  to  T he R eporter (issu e  o f  0 7 / 0 7 / 2 0 0 2 ), a 
"Rose, D avid  Gareth" grad u ated  from  Trinity C ollege in  
2 0 0 2 .
9 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  2 0 : 4 9  

S tep h en  W igm ore sa id ...
Call m e a b it  naive. But doesn 't th is all seem  a b it  
superfluous.

Joh an n  H ari h a s a lread y ad m itted  in  prin t to  b ein g  a lying  
b astard .

Su rely  go ing to  all th is  effort ju st to  p ossib ly  prove h e's a b it
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m ore o f  a ly in g b astard  is  rather u n n ecessary  at this 
jun ctu re.
9 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  2 0 : 5 0  

N em esis  sa id ...
A  "David G areth Rose" grad u ated  from  Trinity C ollege, 
C am bridge, in  2 0 0 2 .
9 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  2 0 : 5 0  

N ew S h oot sa id ...
S o h e's a sub  w riting u nder the n am e o f  R ose - p erh ap s sub  
r o s a ;-)
9 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  2 1 : 0 7  

A n onym ou s s a id ...
I w asn't aw are that there w as an  "E nvironm ental Science"  
tr ip os at C am bridge.
9 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  2 1 : 0 9  

M alefract sa id ...
A s som eo n e  a t C am bridge m y se lf  (an d  sorry i f  th is  h as  
a lread y b een  b rou gh t u p ) : I th ink  it w ou ld  b e  very easy  to  
ch eck  th e ex isten ce  o f  a D avid  R ose b y  ch eck in g p ast c la ss  
lists , p articu larly  if  he go t a starred  first. C am bridge  
p u b lish es an d  arch ives a ll exam  resu lts, a lth ough  it's on ly  
sin ce  2009  th at they've b een  put u p  on  th e w eb (by  
stu d en ts).
9 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  2 1 : 1 6  

J e ss  T he D og  sa id ...
T here is  a D avid  R ose o f  th e  G uardian, w ho look s like the  
kind  o f  p erson  M r H ari w ould  like to  be.

h ttp ://w w w .g u a rd ia n .co .u k /p ro file /d a v id ro se
9 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  2 1 : 1 0

J erem y  D uns sa id ...
D r A ust, that's th e  sa m e  D avid  Rose: h e  h as w ritten  for  
V anity Fair, T he O bserver an d  T he Mail: 
h ttp ://w w w .v a n ity fa ir .co m /co n tr ib u to rs /d a v id -ro se  A s
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he's b een  a jou rn alist s in ce  19811 d ou b t h e  is  ob sessively  
track ing Joh an n  H ari's career an d  h as m ad e over 900  

ed its to  W ikipedia in  support o f  H ari an d  h is fr ien d s and  
accu sin g  H ari's critics. But w ho know s - stran ger things  
have occu rred ...

I sh ou ld  a lso  sa y  that I p h on ed  th e n u m b er D avid  R ose  
gave in  th e  ab o ve-m en tio n ed  2 0 0 5  on lin e  con versation  
earlier today. A s that w as 6 years ago , I w a sn ’t exp ectin g  
m u ch . S om eo n e p ick ed  up the p h on e after a few  rings and  
said: 'H ello, D ave here'.
'Is that D avid  Rose?' I asked.
'No.'
'Oh. Can I sp eak  to  D avid  R ose, p lease?'
'Sorry, n ob od y  ca lled  that w orks here.'
'Can I ask  w ho I'm  sp eak in g to.'
(Curtly): 'N o. G oodbye.'
A n d  h e  hung u p  on  m e.

I’ve  a lso  em a iled  m eth ad on ep rod u ction s@ h otm ail.com  
b u t h ad  no resp on se  yet.
9 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  2 1 : 3 6  

Ja ck  o f  K ent sa id ...
From  an  an on ym ou s C am bridge grad u ate student. N O N E  
O F T H E SE  SH O U L D  BE NECESSARILY CONNECTED  
TO DAVID R O SE (S) M E N TIO N ED  IN  TH E POST  
ABOVE.

A ll o f  th is is  p u b lic ly  availab le.

T he officia l n otices o f  C am bridge U niversity  (includ ing  
d egree con firm ation s o f  a ll th e  u n dergrad u ates w ho are  
graduating) are p u b lish ed  in  a b ook  know n a s "The 
Reporter".

H ere's the R eporter grad u ation  lis t  for th e  year H ari 
graduated , you  can  see  that h e  w as a m em b er  o f  K ings and  
th at h is  d egree  w as con firm ed  in  Ju ly  2001  

h ttp ://w w w .a d m in .ca m .a c .u k /rep 0r te r /2 0 0 0 -01/w eek ly  
/ 58 52 / 3 7 .h tm l T here w as n o D avid  R ose in  H ari's year  
acro ss th e  w h ole  university.

I've search ed  tw o years b eh in d  and  tw o years ah ead  o f  h im
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in  ord er to find  an y overlap  w ith  a D avid  R ose.

A ca d em ic  year 1998-9 h t t p ; / /w w w .ad m in .ca m .ac .u k  
/r e p o r te r / i998 -99/w e e k ly /578 i / 2 4 .h tm l N o  D avid  R ose

A ca d em ic  year 1999-2000  h ttp ://w w w .a d m in .ca m .a c .u k  
/r e p o r te r / i999-2 0 0 0 /w e e k ly /58 i 6 / 25 .h tm l N o  D avid  
R ose

A ca d em ic  year 2001-02  h ttp ://w w w .a d m in .ca m .a c .u k  
/c a m -o n ly /r e p o r te r /2 0 0 i - 0 2 /w e e k ly /589 i / s i .h t m l  A  
D avid  G areth R ose grad u ated  from  Trinity in  th is year. I 
can't fin d  any m ore in form ation  out ab out th is p erson  as  
n o subject in form ation  is  retained . T here is  a lso  a M atthew  
D avid  R ose w ho grad u ated  from  Christ's.

A cad em ic year 2 0 0 2 -0 3  h ttp ://w w w .a d m in .ca m .a c .u k  
/c a m -o n ly /r e p o r te r /2 0 0 2 -0 3 /w e e k ly /5 9 3 0 /s 5 .h tm lA n  
A n d rew  D avid  R ose grad u ated  in  th is  year from  Churchill.

tyrell sa id ...
h ttp ://w w w .g e o g .c a m .a c .u k /p e o p le /o w e n s /

T his C am bridge en v iron m en ta l sc ien tist h as a D avid  R ose  
listed  am on g  stu d en ts sh e  su p erv ises. In terestingly  he's the  
on ly  on e  o f  fou r w ith out a lin k  to a b iog  p age.

I g u ess  it's a m ore  co m m o n  n a m e  than  expected .

J o h n  S sa id ...
H ere's som eth in g  curious.

h ttp ://w w w .in d e p e n d e n t.c o .u k /n e w s/ ed u ca tion /h igh er
/d eg ree-c la ssifica tio n -h av e-th e-d esm on d -a n d -vo rd erm an -
h ad -th eir-d ay-516620 .h tm l

Skip to the vo xes at th e  en d  o f  on  d egree c la ssifica tion  in, o f  
all p laces, The Ind epen d en t. T here's a D avid  R ose  
th ere ...grad u ated  from  C am bridge in  2 0 0 2 . N ot a dou b le  
first though.
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C harles Barry sa id ...
F rom  the arch ives o f  W ikipedia's 'T a lk :Joh a iiB _H arf: 

D i s p u t e d  P h o t o
"This is  a d isp u te  regarding w h eth er th is im a g e  is 
appropriate for in clu sion  in  th e  b od y  o f  th e  Joh an n  H ari 
article. T he p reviou sly  involved  ed itors m a y  offer m ore  
d eta ils  below , b u t b asica lly , th e  d isp u te  is  this:
*F elix -felix  w ould  like to  in c lu d e  th e p icture. H e th ink s that 
it is  a good  illu stra tion  o f  th e  subject, Jo h an n  Hari, 
p u rsu in g  h is  p rofession  (jou rn a lism ), and  w ould  therefore  
b e a positive ad d ition  to  th e  article.

*D avid r [from  m eth  p rod u ction s] o p p o ses th e  u se  o f  th e  
im a ge at issu e. D ave rep orts that H ari h a s con firm ed  to  
h im  in  e-m a il that ( i )  th e  p ictu re isn 't h im , an d  (2 ) the  
clo th es in  th e  p icture aren't h is. In  ad d ition  to  believin g  
th at the p icture isn 't H ari, D ave a lso  op p oses th e  p ictu re  
b eca u se  D ave b elieves  th e  p ictu re to  b e  unflattering. D ave  
h a s offered  for F elix  or I to  e -m a il H ari an d  con firm  the 
e-m ails , b u t w e b elieve  him ."

F ascin atin g ly  in tim ate  re la tion sh ip  th is D avid  R ose and  
Joh an n  H ari have...
9 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  2 1 : 5 6  

T h om as A tch eson  sa id ...
I f  you  w ant to  talk  to  th e  D avid  R ose a t the T im es, you  
cou ld  ju st tw eet h im  @ D R oseT im es
9 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  2 1 : 5 7  

J en n ie  K erm ode sa id ...
In itia lly  I con sid ered  see in g  w hat 'D avid Rose' m ig h t reveal 
a s an  an agram , but b y  the tim e  I'd savored  all the  
p ossib ilities I feared  that m ig h t b e  p oorly  ad v ised  or that, 
after all, their  od d  sim ilar ities cou ld  b e  du e to  sh ared  
softw are or avid  ed s in  th e  office. I still find  th e p arallel 
w ay their  w ork  varies odd , how ever. It's a cryptic situation .
9 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  2 2 : 1 4  

M oras sa id ...
T here's a D avid  R ose w ho is  studying C lim ate C hange in  a
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preparatory year o f  aP h D  at C am bridge, c ited  in  th is  
sch oo l n ew sletter  (w ith  a p h oto  too) on  p i6

http: / /w w w . tw ycro ssh ou sesch o o l.org .u k /im a ges  
/ 3 3 6 3 %20TT%2 0 Spring% 20Aut% 2 0 i 0 %20 lr .p d f

T hat w ould  m atch  th e  C am bridge U niversity  G eography  
d ep t w eb site , an d  the d escrip tion  o f  h is  ta len ts b y  H ari.

R egarding th e p lag iarism  ch arges, H ari recen tly  d efen d ed  
h im se lf  on  h is b log:

'I ca lled  round  a few  o th er in terview ers for B ritish  
n ew sp ap ers and  th ey  sa id  w h at I d id  w as n orm al p ractice  
and  th ey  h ad  d on e it th em se lves  from  tim e  to  tim e.'

O n Twitter, I've asked  severa l jou rn a lists  - so m e  o f  them  
frien d s o f  H ari - i f  th ey  d o th is and  they've all sa id  no. But 
p erh ap s h is frien d  D avid  R ose, w ho h e go t a job  at T he  
Independent, h as d on e it? I th ink  i f  h e  h as, h e  sh ou ld  now  
co m e  forw ard and  o ffer H ari so m e  support, b y  stick ing his  
n eck  ou t an d  stan din g  up and  declaring, Spartacus-style: 
'I'm Joh an n  H ari!'
9 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  2 2 : 1 9

D avid  R ose at th e  T im es h as never b een  a sh ift su b -ed itor  
at th e  Indy, and  having got drunk w ith  h im  at a party  once, 
I'd sa y  the ch an ces o f  h im  b ein g  a life lon g d efen d er o f  
Jo h an n  H ari's on lin e  rep u tation  are not very h igh ...

"David R ose grad u ated  w ith  a 2:1 in  P h ilosop h y from  
C am bridge in  2 0 0 2 "

From  th e  In d ep en d en t...

http: / / w w w .in d e p en d en t.co .u k /n ew s/ed u ca tio n /h ig h er  
/d eg ree-c la ssifica tio n -h av e-th e-d esm on d -a n d -vo rd erm an -
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h ad -th eir-d ay-5 i 6 6 2 0 .h tm l

That's e ith er th e  Trinity on e  or th e  Christs one, an d  Td 
a ssu m e  th e form er.

W niard  F oxton  sa id ...
I have ju st look ed  throu gh  G orkana, a PR d atab ase  o f  
Jou rn a list & n ew sp ap er em p loyees for any "David Roses"  
to  try to  e lim in a te  so m e  o f  th e  fa lse  p ossib les.

T here are fou r D avid  R oses w ho have w orked in  B ritish  
n ew sp ap er jou rn a lism  in  th e  la st  ten  years.

M ail on  S u n d ay/V an ity  Fair D avid  R ose (S tarted  at T im e  
O ut in  1981 -  to o  old  to  b e  H ari-R ose)

T im es D avid  R ose (S tarted  at th e  T im es on  a grad  sch em e  
in  2 0 0 4 ; b u t h as d en ied  b ein g  th e H ari-R ose on  tw itter)

G row thw ire D avid  R ose (3 0  year career in  fin an cia l 
jou rn alism ; to o  o ld  to b e  H ari-R ose)

Surrey A dvertiser Editor in  C hief D avid  Rose: S eem s to  
have w orked en tire career a t Surrey advertiser, articles go  
b ack  m ore th a n  10 years, so  un lik ely  to b e  H ari-R ose. N o  
evid ence o f  h aving w orked at other papers, either.

It's n ot u n h eard  o f  for su b s & shiftw orkers n ot to  go  on  
G orkana, b u t it's unusual, esp ec ia lly  i f  th ey  w ork  at several 
organ isa tion s.

A lso, w hile  look in g , I n oticed  th e n u m b er given  b y  R ose for 
th e  Indy su b  d esk  is in  fact w rong; it's th e  n u m b er for th e  
recep tion  d esk  you  go throu gh  to th e  new sroom  on. The 
su b s d esk  h as a d ifferent ex ten sion  (73). You'd th ink  an  
Indy su b  w ou ld  k n ow  that.

I'd con clu d e there's not b een  a su b  ca lled  D avid  R ose (or  
Tyler D u rd en ) at th e  In d epen d en t in  th e  la st ten  years - 
u n less h e  h as b e e n  m oon ligh tin g  at th e  Surrey A dvertiser  
th e  w h ole  tim e.
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c98a 8 8 3a"aa5c - i i e o - 8 753 -o o o b c d c a 4d 7a sa id ...
J en n ie  K erm ode

I can  u n derstan d  your reticen ce  in  venturing too  far in  
w hat you  have seen  in  your p rofession a l op in ion , b u t gives 
us th e  features! I am  a lavatory c lea n er  b y  day b u t am ateu r  
lin gu ist b y  n igh t an d  I have co m e  up  w ith  th is b rief, b ut 
su rely  in co m p lete  list  o f  a con cord an ce b etw een  D ave r's 
u ser thread  an d  Jo h an n  H ari's (un -keln ered ) b log  site  
(m ea n s now t obviously)

teh  (the)

occassion a l

teh re (th ere)

ad  in fin itum

sh ou ld  b e  ash a m ed

p u erile

im p ecca b ly

A s it h appens

b y  far

otehr

tw nety
9 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  2 2 : 3 0  

R oss sa id ...
B en six - It's m y  c o m m en t th at you  link  to a t th e  b log  "A 
T angled  Web" com m en tin g  on  "Niko" an oth er on lin e  
id en tity  that w as o b sessed  w ith  defen d in g Joh an n  Hari.

I h ad  b een  racking m y  b rain  trying to  reca ll th e  other H ari 
p rom otin g  on lin e  p resen ce  so  thanks for that.
9 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  2 2 : 5 3
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ty r e !  sa id ...
T hat w ou ld  p rob ably  b e  the su p ervised  stu d en t m en tion ed  
here.

http: / / w w w .geog .cam . a c .u k /p e o p le /o w e n s /

H e look s a tad  you n g to b e  an u n dergrad  con tem p orary  o f  
H ari, a lth ough  i am  terrib le  at ju d g in g  ages (an d  H ari 
h im se lf  looks like an  ad o lescen t).

T riggage sa id ...
T he greatesttrick  D avid  R ose ever p erform ed  w as 
con v in cin g  p eop le  that h e  d idn't ex ist. Jou rn alists w ould  
tell ta les o f  h im  to their ch ildren , to  th em  h e  w a s the real 
deal, a b oogeym an . D o  i b e lieve  in  h im ? Y es, h e  is  th e  on ly  
th ing that sca res  m e.

I n ote th e  trouble u ser  D avid  R h as ca u sed  on  W ikipedia.

Starting with: Y o u  h a v e  b e e n  b l o c k e d  f o r  p e r s i s t i n g  w i t h  

p e r s o n a l  a t t a c k s  a t  T a l k :  J o h a n n  H a r i .  in  O ctober 2 0 0 6 .

> Joh an n  H ari h as a lread y ad m itted  in  print to b e in g  a 
ly ing bastard .

> Su rely  go ing to  all th is  effort ju st to  p ossib ly  prove h e's a 
b it m ore  o f  a ly ing b astard  is  rather u n n ecessa ry  at th is  
jun ctu re.

T here o f  p len ty  o f  con stitu en cies out th ere  still b eliev in g  the  
"I m a d e  a little  m istak e  and  it rea lly  d oesn 't m atter" line.

D avid  R ose sa id ...
M y n a m e is  D avid  R ose, I'm  a jou rn a list and  I w as at
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C am bridge U n iversity  at th e  sa m e  tim e  as Joh an n  H ari.
B ut I am  n ot th e  D avid  R ose th at you  are look in g for.

I w ork for The T im es, w h ere I am  an  A ssistan t N ew s  
Editor. I grad u ated  in  2 0 0 2  w ith  a 2.1 in  P h ilosop h y from  
Trinity C ollege, an d  m y  m id d le  n a m e is  G areth. H en ce I 
am  th e  D avid  G areth R ose that o th ers have c ited  in  the  
co m m en ts th read  here. I am  on  tw itter a s  @ D R oseT im es. 
But I repeat, I am  not th e  D avid  R ose that you  are looking  
for.

M y on ly  con n ection  w ith  Joh an n  H ari is  that I on ce  h ad  a 
m in or part in  a p lay  th at h e  d irected  at th e  ADC T heatre in  
C am bridge, w h ich  w a s fun  b u t n ot som eth in g  I w ish  to  
dw ell on . I h ave h ad  n o  con tact w ith  Joh an n  sin ce  and  
certa in ly  never ed ited  W ikipedia en tries or lob b ied  others  
on  h is behalf.

I am  aw are o f  several other p eop le  w orking in  jou rn alism  
w h o are a lso  ca lled  D avid  R ose - there is a freelan ce w rite 
w h o h as con trib u ted  to th e  O bserver, V an ity  Fair, M ail on  
Sunday and h a s w ritten  a b ook  on  G u an tan am o Bay. T here  
is  another w h o w orks on  th e  L ondon R eview  o f  Books, an  
ITN  corresp on den t and  m ore b esid es.

So th ere  are a few  o f  u s  w h o b ear the sa m e  n am e. By 
co in cid en ce  I w as at u n iversity  the sa m e tim e  as Joh an n  
H ari and  m et h im  there. B ut I am  n ot resp on sib le  for th e  
co m m en ts above, an d  have never w orked as a subeditor for  
the Ind epen d en t. It w as d isturb ing to c o m e  across th is  
thread  (via Tw itter) tod ay  b u t I repeat: I am  not th e  D avid  
R ose you  are look in g for and  I h op e th is co m m en t help s  
clear th in gs up.
10 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  0 1 : 1 8  

A bs said ...
All very  in tr igu ing ....T h ere is  n o  M ethuselah  Productions 
listed  at C om panies H ou se either.
10 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  0 2 : 0 0  

SadB utM adL ad sa id ...
T he real D avid  R ose h as p op p ed  up an d  sa id  that h e  is  not 
con n ected  to Joh an n . It's surprising th at the "fake" D avid
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R ose still hasn 't p op p ed  up here to con fim  h is id en tify  to  
la m b ast JoK  for p ostin g  "potentially libelous" co m m en ts  
about Joh an n . C onsidering h e  b ack s up  Joh an n  on  W iki so  
m u ch  I w ou ld  exp ect h im  to  p op  up here too. H e p robably  
h as a G oogle A lert on  Joh an n  so  that h e  can  track  dow n all 
th e  an ti-Joh an n  co m m en ts  and  correct them .
10 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  0 7 : 1 7

T hat W ikipedia firestorm  threw  up  a cou p le  o f  nu ggets

h ttp ://e n .w ik ip e d ia .0rg /w ik i/T a lk :J 0h a n n _ H a ri
/A r c h iv e _ 3 # R eq u est_ fo r_ C o m m en t:_ D isp u ted _ P h o to

In th e  section  NEUTRALITY (3 rd para starting) 'Re 
W heen', D avidR  is  q u oted  as saying:

"It is  n ot h earsay  to say  W h een  w rote th e  entry; it h as b een  
con firm ed  to m e  in  e -m a il b y  Ian  H islop , ed itor o f  th e  Eye."

N ow  I know  from  p erson a l exp erien ce th at it's not all that 
ea sy  to get h o ld  o f  Mr H islop  - th is low ly su b  on  the Indy is  
gettin g  the low dow n on  W h een  w riting n asty  th ings in  
W ikipedia con firm ed  p erson a lly  b y  the ed itor o f  Private  
Eye!

F elixF elix  a lso  accu ses  D avidR  o f  b e in g  another  
H ari-sock p u p p et "Niko", b u t b efore  I cou ld  research  it, a 
b etter  and  faster b logger got th ere  yesterday:

h ttp ://fo u n ta in .b lo g sp o t.c o m /2011/ 0 7 /m o re-o n -jo h a n n -  
h aris-sock -p u p p et.h tm l

If  I don 't see  a b irth  certifica te  b y  th e  en d  o f  today...

E nglish  E lectric sa id ...
So Joh an n  g o t 'David' a jo b  at th e  Indie? I thou gh t h e  w as  
op p osed  to nepotism :

h ttp ://w w w .jo h a n n h a r i.eo m /2 0 0 9 / 01/ 13/ it -s -t im e -
to -en d -th e-w ork -exp erien ce-scam
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M oru si5 i 6 sa id ...
J u st read  D avidR 's th ing  on  gettin g  th e em a il from  H islop , 
an d  it seem s H islop  con firm ed  th at th e  'entry' w as b y  
W heen.

I read  th is as b ein g  a W iM pedia 'entry', b u t it seem s (from  
con text) th at H islop  w a s con firm in g th at W heen  had  
w ritten  an  'entry' in  an  an onym ou s Private E ye article  
(later c ited  on  W ikipedia), and  that is  w hat's b ein g  
con firm ed  b y  H islop  in  h is em ail.

A p olog ies for con fu sion  -  an  anonym ou s "entry" to m e  
m ea n s W ikipedia, and  I d idn't rea lise  it cou ld  eq u a lly  refer  
(a s  I th ink  it d oes) to  an an onym ou s entry in  Private Eye.
l o  J U L Y  2 0 1 1  0 8 : 4 7  

D avid  T sa id ...
D avid  R ose u sed  to em a il m e  too.

Joh an n  d id  th rea ten  to  su e  m e
10 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  0 8 : 4 9

Ja ck  o f  K ent sa id ...
N o w  th is is an in teresting  article.

h ttp ://w w w .s la te .c o m /id /2175579

10 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  0 8 : 5 1

N eu roskep tic  sa id ...
T im e for "an aca d em ic  perspective".

W ere it  true th at even  b a ck  in  2 0 0 6 , D avid  R ose h as  
" e x t e n s i v e  w o r k  i n  A n t a r c t i c a  o b s e r v i n g  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  

g l o b a l  w a r m i n g "

-  w e w ou ld  exp ect h im  to have p u b lish ed  th is w ork at som e  
point. It w ou ld  b e  very un lik ely  for an  acad em ic to do  
"extensive" w ork  and  n ot p u blish  it w ith in  5 years.

It w ou ld  b e  very b ad  for their career, w h ich  is  o f  cou rse  a 
"publish or perish" environ m en t.

24 of 71 23/01/2012 17:40

MODI 00055807

http://jackolkent.blogspot.com/2011/07/who-is-david-rose.html
http://www.slate.com/id/2175579


For Distribution to CPs

Jack of Kent: Who is David Rose? http://jackoikent.blogspot.eom/2011/07/who-is-david-rose.html

I've search ed  G oogle Scholar for any p ap ers b y  D  R ose  
m en tion in g  "Antarctica", "Antarctic", "Climate", 
"Warming".

I fou n d  on e m atch in g  th ese  criteria: 
http: / / w w w .sc ie n c e m a g .o r g /c o n te n t/329/5998  

/ i 5 i 3 .sh o r t# a ff-i It lis ts  a "D Rose" from  G erm any. 
H ow ever further d igg in g  reveals that sh e is  D iana R ose.

L ikew ise there's a p ap er b y  D em iis R ose,

T here's a D avid  R ose m ag azin e  article  (n ot in  a scientific  
jou rn al) here, b u t th e  author seem s m o st  un lik ely  to b e  our  
D avid  R ose as he's an A m erican  B u sin ess & M anagem ent 
stu d en t from  P ennsylvania .
10 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  0 9 : 0 0  

M att W ardm an sa id ...
>T he real D avid  R ose h a s p op p ed  up an d  sa id  th at h e  is  not 
con n ected  to  Joh an n .

*a* real D avid  R ose.

T here cou ld  b e  another one, or - m ore  p rob ably  (n o  one  
can  call it for sure) - so m eo n e  m a y  have borrow ed  the  
n a m e o f  an acq u ain tance.

A nyhoo, I su gg est w e ca ll th e  en tity  w h ich  is trolling for 
H ari 'm etahari' (w ith  ap o log ies to  sexy  fem a le  sp ies).
10 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  0 9 : 0 1  

Mr E u genides said ...
I th ink  th e ea s ie st  w ay  to c lear  all th is  up  w ou ld  b e  for  
Joh an n  H ari to  in terv iew  D avid  R ose. T hat w ou ld  get u s to  
th e  in te llectu al truth b eh in d  th e  issu e.
10 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  0 9 : 0 2  

N eu roskep tic  sa id ...
A s I see  it, th e  on ly  know n aca d em ic  link  to a yet-to -  
b e-a ccou n ted -fo r  D avid  R ose is  the PhD  stu d en t o f  
P rofessor S u san  O wens: h ttp ://w w w .g eo g .ca m .a c .u k  
/p e o p le /o w e n s /
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H ow ever, P rof O w ens se e m s to  have n o in terest in  
A ntarctic w ork  and  b a sed  on  her a ca d em ic  b iograp h y, it 
sou n d s like sh e  is  m ore  o f  a theoretician , not som eo n e  w h o  
d oes fie ld  work.

It's n ot in con ceivab le  that so m eo n e  cou ld  go  from  doing  
fie ld  w ork to  d oing a m ore  th eoretica l PhD.
l o  J U L Y  2 0 1 1  0 9 : 0 7  

N eu roskep tic  sa id ...
P .S . A lso, b ear in  m in d  th at even  if  D avid  R ose h ad  left 
aca d em ia  and  didn't b oth er to  p u b lish  th e work, sc ien ce  is  
collaborative. S om eo n e  e lse  involved  in  th e  w ork w ou ld  
have p u b lish ed  it b y  now . I f  he'd  con trib u ted  to the  
research , it w ou ld  b e  stan d ard  to list h im  as an  author, 
even  i f  h e  didn't actu ally  w rite  th e  paper.
10 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  0 9 : 1 8

N eu roskep tic  said ...
O h an d  "just on e  m ore  thing".

I h ave now  read  all o f  th e  ga y  porn  story. I read  gay  porn, 
so  you  don't have to, th an k  m e  later.

In th e  story, th e  "little brother" w h o  "learned to  b e  a 
whore" is  called , er, N ick.

H is su rn am e is  not how ever m en tion ed .
10  J U L Y  2 0 1 1  0 9 : 3 0

T im  A llon sa id ...
A round four yea rs ago, a ch aracter ca lled  "Nero", or 
som eth in g  like that, w a s traw ling th e  in ternet for critic ism  
o f  H ari, and sycop h an tica lly  d efen d in g  h im . T here w ere  
accu sa tion s a t th e  tim e, p articu larly  at th e  n ow -d efun ct 
D rink  Soaked T rots b log , that "Nero" w as H ari's 
sockpuppet.

I con tacted  H ari b y  e -m a il to  fin d  ou t i f  th is  w a s th e  case , 
and  h e strenu ously  d en ied  that h e  and  "Nero" w ere the  
sa m e  person. In fact, H ari even  go t "Nero" to  drop m e  a
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lin e  to con firm  that th ey  w ere d istin ct ind id u als. H e sign ed  
h im se lf  "David Rose", and  w rote from  a 
m eth u selah p rod u ction s ad d ress.

M any o f  the d eta ils ab out "Rose" m en tion ed  here are as I 
rem em b er, although  I reca ll h im  b ein g  an  e ld erly  fan  o f  
H ari's. Sadly, I n o lon ger h ave th e e -m a ils  from  H ari and  
"Rose", as H otm ail d e le tes  in active accou n ts.

I w a s u n con vinced  that H ari and  "David Rose" w ere  
d ifferen t ind iv iduals, and  so  w h en  th e  story o f  H ari's 
p lagiarism  b rok e I w as u n surp rised .

H ow ever, as H ari w as so  h elp fu l in  putting m e  in  touch  
w ith  R ose, p erh ap s he'll d o th e  sa m e  for you, as I'm  sure  
b oth  h e  and  "David Rose" w ill b e  keen  to clear th is m atter  
up o n ce  and  for all.
l o  J U L Y  2 0 1 1  1 0 : 5 0  

A n onym ou s sa id ...
A nother lea d  th at m igh t b e  w orth  con siderin g: on  the  
S ourcew atch  ta lk  thread, D avid  R says h e  d isagreed  w ith  
H ari over h is support for th e  Iraq w ar, adding th at h e  is a 
m em b er o f  th e  AWL. For th e  unin itiated: that's th e  
A llian ce for W orkers' Liberty, a sm a ll Trotskyist group. I 
fou n d  no m en tion  o f  a D avid  R ose in  an y  o f  their w eb  
p u b lica tion s (oth er th an  occa sio n a l links to the  
aforem en tion ed  old er freelan cer w ho w ritten  a b ook  about 
G uantanam o, w h o is  d efin ite ly  n ot D avid  R o f  M ethusaleh). 
B ut th e AWL is  not a la rge  organ isation: sm a ll en ou gh  that 
som eo n e  ou t th ere  w ou ld  know  if  there w as a D avid  R ose in  
th at group  a t C am bridge, in d eed  I think  it w ou ld  b e  pretty  
ea sy  to d eterm in e i f  there is  a D avid  R ose in  the  
m em b ersh ip .
SG
10 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  11:11 

A rchie V alp ara iso  said ...
I've found  so m e  further ev id en ce /sh o r in g -u p  o f  the  
w eb m aster  e x p la n a tio n /ex cu se  that's m en tion ed  ab ove in  a
b log  entry 011 H ari's omn site , from  the day  h e d isab led  
co m m en ts  there in  2 0 0 5 :
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A p o l o g i e s  t o  a l l  t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  l o v e l y  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  

p o s t e d  c o m m e n t s  o n  t h i s  w e b s i t e  f o r  t h e  p a s t  y e a r ,  b u t  m y  

f r i e n d  D a v e  ( w h o  I  o w n  a  m i l l i o n  t h a n k s  t o )  f e e l s  h e  

d o e s n ' t  h a v e  t h e  t i m e  o r  e n e r g y  t o  m o n i t o r  t h e  c o m m e n t s  

h e r e  a n y  m o r e .  ( H i s  P h D  i s  l o o m i n g . . . . )

W ikipedia ed its  b y  a certa in  "DaveR" a lso  look  very m u ch  
like b ein g  our R ose b y  an y  other n am e - d esp ite  D avid  R  
having b erated  p eop le  for ca llin g  h im  D ave.
l o  J U L Y  2 0 1 1  1 1 : 2 3  

R oss said ...
T im  A llon's p ost c lea r ly  d em on stra tes that even  H ari 
accep ts that N iko an d  D avid  R ose are th e  sa m e person.

In B ensix's link  to U n speak , N iko c la im s th at "Alex H" w ill 
vou ch  for h is identity.

A lex H is  A lex H igg in s (n ot th e  snooker p layer) w ho is 
com m en tin g  in  th e  sa m e  thread.

H e a lso  u sed  to  d efen d  H ari v igou rou sly  b u t w as real and  
w asn't sneaky ab out it.

H e is  listed  as on e o f  Joh an n  H ari's F aceb ook  frien d s so  
p erh ap s h e cou ld  p u t so m eo n e  in  tou ch  w ith  D avid  Rose.
10 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  1 1 : 4 4  

sp lin tered su n rise  sa id ...
Follow ing on  from  SG above, I have so m e  k n ow led ge o f  the  
A llian ce for W orkers Liberty, and  know  several p eop le  w ho  
are m em b ers. It's n ot a very b ig  organ isation , p erh ap s t o o  
p eop le  or so.

Interestingly, n ob od y  se e m s to have heard  o f  an  AWL 
m em b er or even  c lo se  su p porter n am ed  D avid  R ose. Or 
Tyler D urden , for th a t m atter.

H ow ever, I b e lieve  H ari h as sp ok en  a t at lea st  on e  AWL 
event.
10  J U L Y  2 0 1 1  1 2 : 1 4  

N em esis  sa id ...
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T im  A llon,

ch eck  w hether th e  em a il from  D avid R ose’s m eth u sa leh  @ 
h otm ail accou n t h a s an  X -O riginating-IP: h e a d e r ... m igh t  
b e in teresting

Jo e  M. said ...
D ave R certain ly  likes ed itin g  H ari’s W ikipedia p age  and  
H ari-rela ted  top ics.

h ttp : / /tin y u r l.co m /d a v era n d h a r i

N ot so  m u ch  ed itin g  on  n on -H ari top ics like, say, 
A ntarctica.

O n H ari’s T w itter p age  h e g ives a sh ou t ou t to  G lenn  
G reenw ald a m a n  w ith  h is ow n so ck  p u p p et history...

h ttp : / / a c e .  m u. n u /a rch iv es  / 187585. php

Funny that.

Chris said ...
C uriouser an d  curiouser. T he b lo gp ost A rchie V alp araiso  
link s to  su gg ests  th at if  D avid  R ose isn ’t a real p erson  th en  
H ari’s a stranger gu y  th an  I thought. T hat p ost ap p eared  6 

Ju n e 20 0 5  an d  con firm s th at a gu y  ca lled  D ave w as 
h elp in g  h im  run h is w eb site  w h ile  d oing a P hD  b u t h ad  to  
stop  for lack  o f  tim e. D avid r d o esn ’t start ed iting  
W ikipedia un til 19 O ct 2006  w h ereu p on  h e  ap p ears to  have 
a great deal o f  t im e, m u ch  o f  w h ich  h e d evotes to  
up hold in g H ari’s reputation .

Prior to  D avid r ap p earin g  on  W ikipedia there w ere several 
ap p arent sock p u p p ets m ak ing  ch an ges, particu larly  w ith  
regard s to  th e  p u b lic  sch oo l H ari w ent to. At first, th ey  
rem ove all m en tion  o f  th is, th en  th ey  try to sh ow  th at the  
sch oo l w a sn ’t actu a lly  th at p osh , an d  th en  th ey  ed it the  
p age o f  the sch oo l itse lf  (Joh n  Lyon S ch oo l) to  p oin t out 
that H ari says it w a s “a p p allin g” (on  a radio sh ow  at 10p m  
w h ich  they  all listen ed  to ). D avid r p ick s up th e  b aton  on
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th is, and  m an y  other issu es, w h en  the sock p u p pets fad e  
aw ay in  2 0 0 7 .

T his all cam e over a year after H ari m en tion s h is friend  
an d  w eb m a ster  D ave. H ow ever, a m a n  ca lled  D avid w as  
d efen d in g  h is  h ero  on  Sou rcew atch  in  Jan u ary  2 0 0 5  and  
w a s a lread y b ein g  a ccu sed  o f  b ein g  H ari’s sockpuppet. If  
h e W AS a sock p u p pet, h e  w as an  elab orately  con stru cted  
on e w h o H ari u sed  a s  an  ex cu se  to  b lock  co m m en ts  on  h is  
b log  in  Ju n e 2 0 0 5  (w h ich  h e im p lies w ere gettin g  ab u sive). 
H e th en  u sed  the ch aracter a year la ter on  th e D aily  
A b lution  b log  (lin k  in  the JoK  p ost) to  add  so m e  tota lly  
u n n ecessa ry  d eta ils, like having b een  a t Selw yn college, 
that m a d e  it m ore  likely  th at he w ou ld  b e  found  out.

For m e, it’s th e  level o f  d eta ils  -  M eth u selah  productions, 
Selw yn co llege , th e  law yer girlfriend, b ein g  th e  w eb m aster  
etc. -  th at m ak es m e lea n  tow ards b eliev in g  th is gu y  ex ists. 
I f  not, H ari is b o th  fien d ish ly  clever and  in cred ib ly  stup id . 
It is a lm ost easier  to  b e lieve  th at he h as an  ob sessive ly  
devoted  frien d  w h o  w rites ga y  in cest porn, con tacts h im  on  
a regu lar b a sis  regard ing W ikipedia ed its, d id  a PhD  in  
geograp h y an d  su b b ed  at the In d epen d en t th an  to  b elieve  
th at som eo n e cou ld  con stru ct th is  fantasy. E ither way, it's 
very w eird  an d  th ere’s on ly  one m an  - or p ossib ly  tw o - w ho  
know s for sure.
10  J U L Y  2 0 1 1  1 3 : 3 4

Ja ck  o f  K ent sa id ...
A rchie V alp ara iso  and  B obby

A s m u ch  a s I enjoyed  your in teresting and  d eta iled  recent 
com m en ts, I am  afraid  I can n ot p u blish  th em  (at lea st  yet).

Sorry, D avid
10 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  1 3 : 3 8

Jo h n D o e  sa id ...
In a 2 0 0 3  p ost our Joh an n  review s a p lay ca lled  'Kiss o f  
Life' w ith  a c a t /h o m e le ss  b oy  called  N iko th at h e  speaks  
b ou t in  g low ing term s.

h ttp ://w w w .jo h a n n h a r i.c o m /2 0 0 3 /  11/ 09 /th ea tre -rev iew -

30 of 71 23/01/2012 17:40

MODI 00055813

http://jackofkent.blo%5epot.com/2011/07/who-is-david-rose.html
http://www.johannhari.com/2003/


For Distribution to CPs

Jack of Kent: Who is David Rose? http://jackoikentblogspot.com/2011/07/who-is-david-rose.htnil

M ss-of-life -an d -am erican s-

I'm  su re it's all ju st a co in cid en ce, b u t it's an  am u sin g  
thought.
10  J U L Y  2 0 1 1  1 3 : 4 6  

Ja ck  o f  K ent sa id ...
I have ju st b e e n  p o in ted  to  h ttp ://w w w .so u rcew atch .org  
/in d ex .p h p ? title= T a lk :J oh an n _H a ri

b y  @ fw alloe on  T witter.

It says:

I rep lied  to  him : "You can  ca ll m e  on 07759  595451 and  
verify  m y  id en tify  i f  you  like. A lternatively, you  can  con tact 
L enin at Lenin's T om b, w h o  ed its an  SW P b log  b a se d  on  
rad ical anti-w ar p o litics w h o  h as cr itic ised  H ari very  
fierce ly  m an y  tim es. H e h a s m e t m e, know s w h o I am , and  
can  verify  I am  d efin ite ly  n ot H ari.

H ave tried  n u m b er b u t ju st rings out; sen t text.

A nyone k n ow  anyone at Lenin's T om b?
10 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  1 4 : 2 2

N eu roskep tic  sa id ...
I f  D avid  R ose's PhD  w as "looming" b a ck  in  2 0 0 5 , then  
w e'd  exp ect h im  to  have fin ish ed  b y  now.

Y et there's no record  o f  h im  in  th is archive: 
h ttp ://e th o s .b l.u k /

T here's a few  D avid  R ose's, b u t noth ing ab out c lim ate , 
geograp h y  or anyth ing like that, and  none from  C am bridge  
at all.

H ow ever, I can't vou ch  for th e  accu racy  o f  th is serv ice - it 
seem s to  in c lu d e  m o st  o f  th e  P h D s th at m y  fr ien d s have  
su b m itted  in  th e  p ast few  years, b u t not all o f  them !
10 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  1 4 : 2 6
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Ja ck  o f  K ent sa id ...
Lenin's T om b is  on  Tw itter so  I have sen t th is  tw eet.

@ len in ology H i, accord in g  to  h ttp ://w w w .so u rcew atch .org  
/in d ex .p h p ?title= T a lk : Jo h an n ^ H ari you  can  vou ch  for 
D avid  R. Can you? C heers.
10 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  1 4 : 3 0

A n d y C hannelle sa id ...
N eu roskep tic

N ick  J o n es (th e old er b roth er is  L eroy Jo n es).

I don't u su a lly  read  ga y  p orn  so  you  can  th an k  m e  if  you  
like.
10 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  1 4 : 5 5  

A nn K ittenplan  sa id ...
It look s like everyone here  is  h ead in g  for th e  con clu sion  
th at H ari an d  R ose are th e  sa m e p erson . I p rop ose  th is  
m a y  b e  a ca u se  for s3Tnpathy rather th an  rid icule.

T hat's not to  d im in ish  th e d ece it p erp etrated  over several 
years, it's ju st that anyone w h o w ou ld  b eh ave like th is  m a y  
not react w ell to  rid icule.

It look s like H ari h as lo st h is  career an d  h is reputation . It 
m ig h t b e  an  id ea  to  con cen trate  en erg ies e lsew h ere. O nce  
again  th e d ece it is  in ex cu sa b le  b u t at so m e  p oin t en ou gh  is  
en ou gh  and  im (h )o  that p oin t is  fa st approach ing.

W ou ld  the con sid erab le  en erg ies d isp layed  here  b e  b etter  
d irected  a t other targets, rather th an  kicking a (n  allegedly) 
ly in g /d e ce itfu l m a n  w h ile  h e's dow n?
10 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  1 5 : 0 7  

G raem e said ...
H ari w rote ab out con sen su a l in cest on  h is  b log  b a ck  in  
2 0 0 2 . J u st a co in cid en ce?  h ttp ://jo h a n n h a r i.c o m  
/ 2 0 0 2 / 01/ 09 /forb id d en -lov e

T his w as d iscovered  b y  som eo n e in  th e  co m m en ts thread
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b e lo w  D a m ia n  T h om p son's p ost an d  n ot m e. I thou gh t I 
sh ou ld  p ost it here  in  c a se  it gets m issed .
10  J U L Y  2 0 1 1  1 5 : 21

M att W ard m an  sa id ...
@ Ann

C urrently I see  n o s ig n  that H ari or h is  em ployer th inks h e  
h a s either lo st  h is  career, or is  dow n.

H e's b a ck  d oing h is o ld  co lu m n  in  h is o ld  sty le, an d  doing  
sp eech es  lau d ed  b y  th e sa m e supporters.

I'd see  it th e  cu rrent efforts a s  a few  p eop le  w ith  m u ch  
sm aller  p u lp its th an  H ari's trying to  m ak e an  exp osu re  
stick.

It's n otab le th at a lo t o f  h is  cr itics are;

a - Lettish  a s  w ell a s  rightish . 
b - R eal jou rn alists.

T he p olitica l critique h a s a lread y  b een  sh ru gged  off; it's the  
p rofession a l critique w h ich  h a s p u rch ase , an d  im o  sh ou ld  
b e  p u rsu ed  until fu lly  exp osed .

A re you  really  h ap p y  to  have all th o se  m an u factu red  
in terview s an d  fa lse  c la im s o f  cred it in  th e  record  forever, 
never m in d  th e con seq u en ces for th ose  w h ose  v iew s H ari 
h a s rem an u factered  an d  sen sa tion a lised  for h is ow n  
se lf-p rom otion ?

T he lik es o f  G eorge M ichael an d  Larry Flynt can  lo ok  after  
th em selves , b u t w hat o f  th e  activ ists an d  cam p a ign ers w h o  
m a y  (for exa m p le) have H ari's stu ff  q u oted  b a ck  to  them  
w h en  p u lled  in  for question in g?

I'm  getting a little  p *ss*d  o ff  w ith  p eop le  say ing "no 
p rob lem  here, m ove along".
10 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  1 5 : 2 9  

J erem y  D uns sa id ...
@ Anna K ittenplan, I have so m e  s3Tnpathy for Joh an n

of 71 23/01/2012 17:40

MODI 00055816

http://jackoikent.blogspot.com/2011/07/who-is-david-rose.html


For Distribution to CPs

Jack of Kent: Who is David Rose? http://jackoikent.blogspot.com/2011/07/who-is-david-rose.html

H ari, b u t not a h u ge am ou nt. H aving b een  exp o sed  a s  a 
p oten tia l p lagiarist, h e  cou ld  have ad m itted  it, fu lly  
exp la in ed  it an d  a p o log ised  to  th o se  w h ose w ork  he  
plagiarised . Instead , h e  ch ose  to  d en y  it w as p lag iarism  in  
tw o articles in  w h ich  h e lied  ab ou t w h at he'd  d on e to  
m in im ise  it. B eh ind  a p reten tiou s sm ok escreen , h e  c la im ed  
th at h e  had  on ly  d on e th is occasiona lly , on ly  done it w hen  
in terview ing w riters, on ly  d on e it in  'in tellectual profiles' 
an d  on ly  done it w h en  previous an sw ers w ere m ore  
articu la te  th an  th ose  given  h im . Several o f  th ese  have sin ce  
b een  proven  to  b e  lies. H e d id  it repeated ly, in  interview s  
w ith  w riters b u t a lso  w orld  lead ers and  p op  stars, an d  th ey  
w eren't a lw ays in te llectu al profiles. T he p lag iarism  o f  42  

sep ara te  excerpts o f  M alalai Joya an d  D en n is O 'K eefe's 
b oo k  in  h is 'interview' w ith  Joya ra ises th e  real p ossib ility  
th a t he d id  n ot a sk  h er all th ose  q u estion s an d  receive all 
th e  resp on ses from  her in  another form , b u t th at he  
fab rica ted  w hat h ap p en ed  in  part. T h is ra ises other issu es  
ab ou t h is jou rn alism . H e's h ad  am p le  opportun ity  to  
ad d ress this. In stead , h e  gave a se lf-serv in g  sp eech  in  
w h ich  h e m en tion ed  h e h ad  'done som eth in g  wrong', 
im p ly in g  th is w as a o n e -o ff  an d  n o real b ig  deal. H e h as  
still n ot ad m itted  he is  a p lag iarist or ap o log ised .

If  D avid  R ose is  or w a s H ari's w eb m aster , th e  q u estion  h as  
to  b e  w hether H ari k n ew  o f  w hat h e  w a s d oing on  
W ikipedia or d irected  it. It's w orse, o f  cou rse , i f  H ari is in  
fact D avid  R ose, b u t even  so, I th ink  N ick  C ohen, Cristina  
O done, M a ll F ergu son , A ndrew  R oberts, O liver K am m  and  
w hoever e lse  h as b een  v ilified  on  W ikipedia in  th is w ay  
d eserve an exp lan ation  for th is. I'd urge p eop le  not to  ju m p  
to  con clu sion s an d  n ot to  dw ell on  so m e  o f  th e  m ore  
sen sation a l asp ects o f  it. B ut let's n ot m ak e Jo h an n  H ari 
th e  v ictim  o f  th is. P lag iarism  is  an  od iou s practice . So is 
w aging  a years-lon g  on lin e  cam p a ign  to  p ain t other  
jou rn a lists  as h om o p h o b es, an ti-sem ites , an d  so  on . I don't 
th ink  it's unfair, in  the ab sen ce  o f  Joh an n  H ari exp lain ing  
w h at h e's b een  up  to, to  lo ok  in to  b oth  o f  th ese  m atters.

F elix  said ...
@ Ann

it seem s to m e  that th e  sock -p u p p et a llegation  is  m ore
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seriou s than  the orig inal an d  th u s I can n ot agree  th at the  
t im e  h as yet co m e  to  drop th e m atter.

Chris said ...
It w as m en tion ed  at th e  tim e  ( 2 0 0 8 ) that th e  m ob ile  p h on e  
n u m b er w as n ot leg itim ate:

"...it is very clear from  th e em ail ad d ress (a t the  
In d epen d en t) th at D aveR  is  actu a lly  Joh an n H  h im self... in  
on e o f  th e  n otes in  th is  d iscu ssion  D aveR  ask s m e  to  call 
h im  on  a given  n u m b er a t the In d ep en d en t — it turn ed  out 
to  b e  a b og u s num ber."

h ttp ://w w w .so u rcew atch .org
/in d e x . p h p ? title= T a lk :J oh an n _H a ri#b o b .2C _ y o u _crea ted  
_the_trouble_for____yourself

A non3Tnous said ...
I w ou ld  love it if  N iko, D avid  R ose an d  A lex  H iggin s all left 
co m m en ts h ere  d efen d in g  each  other, an d  offering m u tu a l 
con firm ation s o f  th e  others' ex isten ce .
W here are th ey  w h en  w e rea lly  n eed  them ?

M inor point, b u t I do reca ll Jo h an n  b ein g  very  
com p lim en tary  ab ou t AW L in  th e past. S om eth in g  ab out 
b ein g  on ly  p rin cip led  far le ft group  or som esu ch . In an  
article  attack ing the SW P.

B ut th en  a lo t o f  E u ston ites sa id  th in gs like that

P adraig R

Pat sa id ...
N ot q u ite  b u yin g  the Tyler D urd en  theory - 1 saw  Jerem y's  
p ostin g  on  N ick  Cohen's tale.

I d id  a com p a rison  o f  th e  anon3Tnous ed its on  H ari's p ag e  -
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an d  a lo t co in cid ed  w ith  ed its to  O done, C ohen and  
T oynbee's p ages. O ften  th is w a s th e  sa m e  IP ad d ress a t the  
sa m e  tim e  (so  a lm ost certa in ly  th e  sa m e p erson ).

T he m ajority  o f  th ese  ch an g es from  three p la ces  - 
Liverpool, Y ork an d  E ssex  (accord in g  to  IP track in g), but 
all via BT provid ed  IP ad d resses.

I w ou ld  certain ly  say  th is is su sp ic iou s, b u t w h y m ak e  
anon 3Tnous ed its an d  run a 'Tyler D urden' account?

So let's look  through  D avid  R's ch an g es

http: / /e n . w ik ip ed ia .org /w ik i/U ser_ ta lk : S am _B lack eter  
/A r c h iv e _ io  1-20 o  #  J  o h a n n _ h a r i_ d iscu ssio n  
h ttp://en .w ik ip e d ia .o rg
/w /in d ex .p h p ?title= W ik ip ed ia:T h ird _op in ion & d iff= p rev&
old id=  159900559  

h ttp ://en .w ik ip ed ia .o rg
/w /in d ex .p h p ? title= W ik ip ed ia : M ed iation _C ab a l/C ases  
/ 2 0 0 7 - o i - 04_Joh an n _H ari& d iff= p rev& old id =  125940885  

http: / /e n . w ik ipedia.org
/w ik i/U se r _ ta lk :  D a v id _ r _ ff  o m _ m e th _ p r o d u c tio n s#  J  oha  
n n _ H a r i_ im a g e
h ttp ;//la .w ik ip ed ia .o rg /w /in d ex .p h p ? title=  Ioannes_H ari&  
a c t io n = h is to r y su b m it& d iff= i2 2 5 io i& o ld id = ii9 i8 9 6  
http; / /e n . w ik iped ia .org
/w /in d ex .p h p ?title= W ik ip ed ia ;A d m in istra tors% 27_n otice  
board& diff=prev& oldid= 101356237

T h ese seem  reason ab le  enough? If a little  verb ose  for 
som eo n e  w h o w as m ere ly  a fan . H e a lso  k n ow s w h en  H ari 
is  out o f  the country an d  w hat p h on e h e  has.

http: / /e n . w ik ipedia.org
/w /in d ex .p hp ?title= G arry_K asp arov& d iff= p rev&
o ld id = 8956828 l
h ttp ; / /e n . w ik iped ia .org
/w /in d ex .p h p ?title= R ita_H ayw orth & d iff= p rev&
old id=  89572634  

h ttp : / /e n , w ik ipedia.org
/w /in d ex .p h p ?title= H arry_M ou n t& d iff= p rev&
old id = 89553966  

T h ese are a little  too  odd?
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T h ese three are  all U R L s to  H ari's b lo g  b e in g  ad d ed  into  
other stories. N ow  th is look s like ego  work, or alternatively, 
so m eo n e  w ith  som e k n ow led ge o f  SEO adding links from  
W ikipedia to  their  p a g es to  b o o st goog le  ranks.

h ttp ://en .w ik ip ed ia .o rg /w /in d ex .p h p ? title= N u c lea r_ N o n -
P roliferation_T reaty& diff=prev& oldid =86525650

h ttp ://en .w ik ip ed ia .o rg /w /in d ex .p h p ? title= T im _ R ice&
d iff=p rev& old id= 8652544 i
h ttp : / / e n .  w ik ipedia .o rg /w /in d ex .p h p ? title= F la t_ tax &  
diff=prev& oldid= 86525279

B ut the la st ch an ge is  surreal

http://en .w ik ip e d ia .o rg
/w /in d ex .p h p ?title= V an _B ad h am & d iff= p rev&
old id =82856972

I go og led  N ab ok ov an d  th ey  are  a theatre com p a n y  - no  
m en tion  o f  D avid  R ose on  their site  a t all.

H ow ever - h ttp ://w w w .n a b o k o v -o n lin e .co m /h isto ry .h tm l

W hich  lead s to

h ttp ://w w w .jo h a n n h a r i.co m /2 0 0 3 / 0 8 / 21/p o lit ic a l-
th ea tre-is-b a ck -from -th e-d ea d -

So that w ou ld  ap p ear to  su gg est D avid  R ose saw  th is play?  

Ok, take it a ll back . It's h im .

I sh ou ld  m ak e a correction . A s m y  e-m a il corresp on den ce  
w ith  "Johann Hari" w as d eleted , I w as relying on  hazy  
m em ories. H ow ever, th is  m orn in g  a frien d  returned  to  m e  
an  o ld  e-m a il on  th e  su b ject o f  m y  corresp on d en ce w ith  
"Hari". A ccord ing to  w hat I w rote a t th e  tim e, "Hari" 
im p lied  to m e  that "Niko" an d  "David Rose" w ere d istin ct  
p erson alities, an d  frien d s o f  h is. A s "David Rose" w rote on  
Sourcew atch , likew ise H ari su gg ested  to  m e  that I con tact
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Jack of Kent: Who is David Rose? http://jackofkent.blo^pot.com/2011/07/who-is-david-rose.html

"Lenin" at Lenin's T om b in  order to  corroborate that 
"Hari" w as n ot "David Rose". I'm  p retty  su re th at I d id  so  
arou n d  Ju ly  or A u gust 2 0 0 7 , b u t I reca ll th at at th e  tim e  
"Lenin" cou ldn 't say  eith er way.

W hat I can  con firm  is  that "Niko" an d  "David Rose" have  
b oth  u sed  th e "M ethuselah Productions" e-m a il address, 
su ggestin g  th a t th ey  are the sa m e  p erson; an d  that "David 
Rose" p osted  som eth in g  on  a H a loscan  co m m en ts  thread  
(p o ssib ly  a t th e  D rink Soaked  Trots' b lo g ) w h ere h is URL  
w a sjo h a n n h a r i.co m , w h ich  m ea n s th a t h e  w as sharing a 
PC w ith  "Hari" at the tim e.

U n fortu nately  that's a s  m u ch  a s I know , a s  I n o lon ger  
p o sse ss  the orig inal e-m ails .

Anyway, for th o se  w ith  a sen se  o f  h u m ou r, h ere's "Hari" 
la st  w eek  on  freed om  o f  sp eech , a su b ject in  w hich  h e is  
em in en tly  q u alified , having sen t in  th e  lib e l law yers to  
silen ce  a b lo g  for say ing th at a seriou s jou rn alist w ouldn't 
w ant a reputation  for m aking th in gs up: ad v ice I exp ect h e  
n ow  regrets n ot taking.

h ttp ://w w w .y o u tu b e .co m /w a tch ? v =  0 i J _ d 278mCc&  
fea tu re= p lay er_em b ed d ed

I have n o s3Tnpathy a t a ll for "Hari". H e n eed s either to  
ap o log ise  for sm earin g  h is cr itics u sin g  a sockpuppet, or to  
p rod u ce h is go od  frien d  "David Rose". "Hari's" a 
jou rn alist, an d  th is is  a great story.

A nn KJttenplan said ...
O k folks. R eason ab le  points.

I d idn't rea lise  h e  w as still w riting. T hat sa id  I can't find  
anything recen t that's n ot se lf-p u b lish ed  - doesn 't m ea n  it's 
not there o f  course.

A lso  fa irly  q u iet on  Tw itter p articu larly  relative to  his 
activ ity  b efore  th e  a lleg a tio n s / revelations.

JH  is  under a lo t o f  seem in g ly  d eserved  pressu re, an d  if  he  
h as resorted  to  inventing another p erson  to  d efen d  h im self.
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I'd sa y  this is  b izarre an d  p oten tia lly  w orrying.

I su p p o se  I'm  tip toein g  arou n d  saying it look s like a k ind  o f  
breakdow n. I'm  w riting th is  an d  D avid  Icke's g iant lizards 
keep  pop p in g  in to  m y  head .

T his is  not an  a ttem p t to  d im in ish  th e ser io u sn ess or the  
exten t o f  th e  d eceit, or ex cu se  the la ck  o f  contrition , I ju st  
w onder w hat's go in g  on  for JH  right now .
10 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  1 7: 12

Felix said ...
@ Ann

b u t th e  invention  ( if  su ch  it is) is  n ot recen t b u t a t lea st 6 

years old.

Still, your con cern  for th e  w ell-b e in g  o f  a fe llo w  h u m an  
b ein g  is  noted.
10  J U L Y  2 0 1 1  1 7 : 2 1  

A nnette said ...
"I didn't rea lise  h e  w as still w riting. T hat sa id  I can't find  
anything recen t that's n ot se lf-p u b lish ed  - doesn 't m ea n  it's 
n ot th ere  o f  course."

Ann, h e  p u b lish ed  a p iece  in  T he In d epen d en t on  8th  July.

h ttp ://w w w .in d ep en d en t.co .u k /o p in io n /co m m en ta to rs
/joh a n n -h a ri/jo h a n n -h ari-w ou ld -y ou -tru st-
a -m an a gem en t-con su ltan t-w ith -th e-w orld s-ra in fo rests-
2308 6 8 6 .h tm l

I've co m e acro ss so m eo n e  e lse  w h o w as gu ilty  o f  
sock-puppetry, an d  even  thou gh  I w a s on e o f  her targets, I 
did  fee l som ew h at sorry for her a s  sh e  c lear ly  w asn't a 
h ap p y  p erson . B ut i f  th is  is  w h at H ari's b een  up to, it w ent 
on  for qu ite a w h ile  an d  hurt other p rofession a ls in  h is  fie ld  
w h ile  p rom otin g  h im self. I find  it h ard  to  have m u ch  
S3Tnpathy for that. I don 't th ink  it w ou ld  have b een  ju st  a 
breakdow n, m ore  a lo n g -la stin g  habit.
10  J U L Y  2 0 1 1  1 7 : 2 8
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J ere m y  D u n s sa id ...
T he In d epen d en t p u b lish ed  an  article  b y  h im  on  Friday, as  
th ou gh  n oth in g h ad  happened:
http: / / w w w .in d ep en d en t.co .u k /o p in io n / com m en tators  
/joh a n n -h a ri/jo h a n n -h ari-w ou ld -y ou -tru st-  
a-m an agem en t-con su ltan t-w ith -th e-w orld s-ra in forests-  
2308 6 8 6 .h tm l

B oris sa id ...
H ere are so m e  facts ab ou t D avid  R ose w h ich  haven't b een  
clearly  m en tion ed  yet here, m a y  narrow  d ow n the  
p ossib ilities for anyone fact-ch eck in g  h is ex isten ce , as he  
c la im s it.

From  h is ow n  accou n t in  th e  co m m en t th read  at 
h ttp ://w e b .a r c h iv e .o r g /w e b /200 6 10 2700 36 53 /h t tp : 
/ /d a ily a b lu t io n .b lo g s .c o m /th e _ d a ily _ a b lu t io n /2 0 o 6/ o 7 

/in d e fe n s ib le _ in . h tm l

-H e  grad u ated  w ith  a starred  first in  G eography from  
C am bridge U niversity.
-H e h as a girlfriend  w h o  is  a law yer, an d  w h o he is  en gaged  
to  (as o f  Ju ly  2 0 0 6 ).
-H e w orked for tw o years in  A ntarctica ob servin g the  
effects o f  an th rop ogen ic  g lob al w arm ing.
-H e w as en gaged  in  a PhD  in  environ m en tal sc ien ce  at 
Selw yn C ollege, C am bridge w h ich  he w a s taking a b reak  
from  in  Ju ly  2006  an d  sa id  sh ou ld  b e  com p leted  w ith in  2 

years.

an d  incidentally:
-H e stron gly  d en ies w riting th e ga y  porn, an d  su gg ests  it 
m a y  have b een  a sso c ia ted  w ith  h is em ail ad d ress through  
sp am  or the m a lic io u s b eh av iou r o f  h is  en em ies.

A lso  w orth  noting that in  that thread , p eop le  q u estion  h is  
id en tity  an d  h e in v ites th em  to  lo ok  h im  up, so  it's not 
u n reason ab le  o f  p eop le  to  g o  in to  th is  q u estion  aga in  now .
10 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  1 7 : 5 8

A non3Tnous sa id ...
T w o things:
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F o r  m e ,  i t ’s  t h e  l e v e l  o f  d e t a i l s  -  M e t h u s e l a h  p r o d u c t i o n s ,  

S e l i v y n  c o l l e g e ,  t h e  l a w y e r  g i r l f r i e n d ,  b e i n g  t h e  

w e b m a s t e r  e t c .  -  t h a t  m a k e s  m e  l e a n  t o w a r d s  b e l i e v i n g  

t h i s  g u y  e x i s t s .

N o. A nyone h ere heard  o f  A lexa DiCarlo? T hat w a s a hell o f  
a thing. N o  sock  p u pp et is  to o  elab orate, I assu re  you.

I f  D a v i d  R o s e ' s  P h D  w a s  " l o o m i n g ”  b a c k  i n  2 0 0 5 ,  t h e n  

w e ’d  e x p e c t  h i m  t o  h a v e  f i n i s h e d  b y  n o w .

Y es. A nd i f  it w a s su b m itted  in  the UK  - w hether p assed  or 
n ot - there sh ou ld  b e  record  o f  a cop y filed  wdth th e B ritish  
Library.
10  J U L Y  2 0 1 1  1 8 :1 5  

B elle d e  Jou r sa id ...
H a r i  w r o t e  a b o u t  c o n s e n s u a l  i n c e s t  o n  h i s  b l o g  b a c k  i n  

2 0 0 2 . J u s t  a  c o i n c i d e n c e ?  h t t p : / / j o h a n n h a r i . c o m  

/ 2 0 0 2 / o i / o g / f o r b i d d e n - l o v e

Lordy. P ossib ly  th e  w orst part o f  th at article  is  n ot the  
su b ject or the con ten t, it's th e  la ck  o f  fact-ch eck in g . "King" 
H atsh ep su t w as a w om an  an d  is  not thou gh t to  have  
su ffered  from  a con san gu in eou s illn ess. I th ink  h e probably  
actu a lly  m ea n s A khenaten , w h o w hile  d eform ed  w as not 
th e  so n  o f  relatives.
10 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  1 8 : 3 8  

b en six  sa id ...
The "incest porn" stu ff  is a h i t  N e w s  o f  t h e  W o r l d .

10  J U L Y  2 0 1 1  1 8 : 5 3

A rchie V alp ara iso  sa id ...
S tru ck  b y  th e w ay  th e H ari ch am p ion  N iko sp ells  h is  n am e. 
I've b een  for a ru m m age.

Several years ag o  th ere  w as a fringe play. K i s s  o f  L ife  b y  
Chris Gkiode, in  w h ich  the m ain  character, d ep ressed  after  
lo sin g  h is job , b efr ien d s a su ic id a l h o m eless  you th  and  
tak es h im  h om e. T hey b eco m e  lovers.
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A ccord ing to  all th e  review s o f  th e  p lay th at I've found, th e  
n a m e o f  th at b o y  ch aracter is  "Nico", wdth a "c". W ell, all 
th e  review s excep t one. In  Joh an n  H ari's, an d  Joh an n  
H ari's a lone, it's sp e lled  "Niko".
10 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  1 8 : 5 8

c 98a 8 8 3a -a a 5c - i i e o - 8 753 -o o o b c d e a 4d 7a said ...
M y op en id  k eep s giving m e  a w eird  G U ID  n u m ber for an  
ID  so  for th e  sake o f  clarity I am  S teveN ayeeve w h ich  itse lf  
is  a p seu d o n om ou s n am e.

S o w h o am  I to  speak?

A nn K ittenplan said

"W ould th e  con sid erab le  en erg ies d isp layed  here  b e  better  
d irected  at other targets."

W hy? Is it a zero su m  gam e?

I a m  su re in  m y  northern  ign oran ce you are  a ll w ea lth ly  
L ondon p eop le  w h o n orm ally  revel in  th e  c lim ate  o f  
p u b lish ab le  a larm ism  an d  p u blish  c lim ate  a larm ism  at th e  
sa m e  tim e. *that* is  w h at H ari is  so  ad ep t at su rfing upon.

W hat H ave I done? N oth ing  I say.

Can I trash  Bjorn L om borg? U sin g  th e refreshin gly  
non-O rw ellian  n am ed  D an ish  C om m ittee o f  S cientific  
D ish on esty  and  th rea ten  to  su e  p eop le  and  th en  la ter  m ak e  
a sp eech  ab ou t fi-eedom  o f  speech?

N o I can't.

H ari's "fi-eedom o f  speech" sp eech  w as ju st cob b led  
togeth er from  h is previou s artic les ab out so m e  old  sh it o f  
his th at w as so ld  to  India.

For th e co llective san ity  o f  don't a sk  w h en  d id  th e early  
six ties T rafalgar m arch  h ap p en  again . W ere th e  26 

atten d ees *all* b ea ten  up b y  th e  police?

I know  liars w h o have no sh a m e are  so m etim es  con sid ered
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ap p ea lin g  p erson a lities b u t I tak e the po face  lin e  in  saying  
th ey  are  m align an t p erson a lities ;)

H ari w rote th e  h ead lin e  ->

T he fin a l burying o f  Bjorn L om borg

W ritten  in  2006

Is fin a l burying su ch  a b ad  idea? I th ink  I ag ree  wdth H ari, 
and  th in k  h e sh ou ld  accep t th e  b u rial p rocess ;)

J ere m y  D u n s sa id ...
@ bensix: D avid  R ose gave h is em ail ad d ress as  
m eth u selah p rod u ction s@ h otm ail.com  If  you  G oogle that 
ad d ress, th e  on ly  resu lts th at co m e up  are;

R ose stating h e  is  n ot H ari an d  th is is  h is  em ail ad d ress  if  
you  w an t to  check.
D iscu ssion  in  th e  la st  cou p le  o f days o f  N ick  Cohen's d iary  
p iece  ab out th is  and  th is b log .
A  sh ort story b y  D avid  R ose wdth 
m eth u selah p rod u ction s@ h otm ail.com  as th e  emaO  
ad d ress given. It's a h ard core porn  story  ab ou t in cestu o u s  
sex  wdth a 15-year-o ld  boy.
D avid  R ose b ein g  ask ed  ab ou t th is  story on  a b lo g  Joh an n  
H ari linked to.

I ag ree  that th e  sh ort story is  rather unfortunate, b u t it's a 
bit unavoidable, in  m y  v iew  - it's th e  on ly  trace  o f  th e  em ail 
ad d ress given  b y  D avid  R ose e lsew h ere  on line, an d  it's 
d iscu ssed  in  a b log  link ed  to  b y  H ari. I f  it h ad  b een  a 
stra ight jou rn a list an d  th ey  h ad  ivritten this, it w ou ld  a lso  
have b een  p u sh ed  out. I f  it h ad  b een  H arry P otter fan  
fiction , it w ou ld  have b een . I don't th ink  it's reason ab le  to  
exp ect p eop le  to  try to  figu re out w h o h a s b een  w recking  
several h igh-p rofile  jou rn alists' W ikipedia accou n ts on lin e  
for five years b u t om it an y  m en tion  o f  th e  one trace  le ft o f  
th e  em a il ad d ress g iven  b y  th e  p erpetrator b eca u se  it's a 
porn  short story.
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J ere m y  -

T hat's fair en ou gh , b u t I th ink  con n ectin g  it to  th e  w acky  
"consensual incest" p iece  b y  JH  is a b rid ge too  far.

S teven  sa id ...
P lease  n ote - th e  fo llow in g is pu rely  sp ecu lative  and  b ased  
on  p erson al exp erien ce.

H ari is  a p lagerist an d  is  likely  to  b e  b eh in d  th is D avid  R ose  
personality . H e is  a lso  in  to o  d eep  an d  no am o u n t o f  
exp lan ation  w ill get to  th e  b ottom  o f  th is.

W hilst I'm  n ot k een  on  b ein g  an  arm ch air  psych olog ist 
here, every n ew  p iece  o f  ev id ence m ak es m e  tin ge w ith  deja 
vu  and  fam iliarity . W ithout go ing in to  too  m u ch  deta il o f  
w h at I do, I wdll ad d  that I w ork  c lo se ly  wdth th o se  suffering  
from  p erson ality  d isorders. I have seen  cases  o f  p lagerism , 
fraud, a lter-egos, en em y-d efam ation , d elu sion s o f  
grandeur an d  gen era l p ath ologica l lying tim e  an d  tim e  
again , p articu larly  p atien ts w h o are qu ite articu late, 
exp ressive  an d  op in ion ated . I w ou ld  n ot hazard a g u ess  at 
w h ich  o f  th e  severa l p erson ality  d isord ers that su ch  
b eh av iou r are  in d icators of, b u t I w ou ld  not b e  th e  lea st b it 
su rp rised  i f  JH  h as on e  o f  them .

Let's say  h e d oes. I f  so, you  w on't get a full a d m issio n  or a 
fu ll apology. T his go in g  on  for as lon g  as it h as h e  h as no  
d ou b t con d ition ed  h im se lf  to  b elieve  th e  beh aviou r is 
accep tab le . H e wdll therefore fee l b u llied , p ersecu ted , you  
n am e it. A nd le ftist jou rn alists  ju m p in g  to  h is  d efen ce  and  
actin g a s  th ou gh  h e  h a s d on e little  vn-ong w ill on ly  ad d  to  
th is  feeling.

Joh an n  h as d em on stra ted  rep eated ly  on  h is Twdtter th a t h e  
is  a very  sen sitive, in trosp ective ch aracter prone to  
em otio n a l ou tb ursts. Even w h en  h e vn-ites vitriol, it's laced  
wdth la ck  o f se lf-esteem . H e d o es not d em on stra te  ev id ence  
o f  b e in g  a ca lcu la ted  m anipulator.

In  w h ich  case , wdth th e  n oo se  tigh tenin g an d  th is w orld  he
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h as created  fa llin g  apart, th ere  is  a risk  th at h e  cou ld  b e  a 
d an ger to  h im se lf  and  others. I for on e am  com p lete ly  
con cern ed  for h is m en ta l state. I lo ok  a t h is  @ m en tion s on  
Twdtter from  oth ers w h ich  are  pretty confrontational, 
d em an d in g  exp lan ation s - d esp ite  h is  u se  o f  th e  w eb site  
b ein g  lim ited  to  three tw eets in  tw o w eeks. H e h as b een  @ 
m en tion ed  d esp ite  not b e in g  an  active  user; w h ich  m ak es  
little  sen se  to  m e.

I am  certain ly  n ot saying h e h a s an y  o f  th e  m en ta l 
d isord ers that I a llu d e  to , b u t I w ou ld  u rge th at w e treat 
th is  wdth a b it m ore  cau tion  in  case  h e  d oes. R egard less, it 
can't b e  a n ice  t im e  for h im  an )w ay , even  if  h e  had  n o su ch  
d isorder.

I w ou ld  stop th e  @ m en tion s, I w ou ld  stop  D E M A N D IN G  
an sw ers from  h im  N O W  and  I w ou ld  in stead  d irect the  
in vestigation  an d  sp ecu la tio n s to b lo gs like this. I f  he  
p u b lish es an oth er artic le  wdthout further reference (w hich  
w ouldn't b e  u n u su a l), w e  sh ou ld  d irect an y  (un em otive)  
qu estion in g to  h is  ed itors. I can't don 't b e lieve  for one  
m in u te  th ey  h ave not sp ok en  to  h im  frankly ab ou t th is in  
private and w ill b e  con cern ed  ab out th e  reputational 
d am a ge. T here is  on ly  so  m u ch  p ressu re th ey  wdll b e  ab le  to 
take.

H e ow es a lo t o f  exp lan ation  to read ers and  ow es a lo t o f  
exp lan ation  to jou rn a lists , th e  careers o f  w h ich  h e cou ld  
have d am aged . In  an  en viron m en t w h ere m ed ia  e th ics is  
very  m u ch  the ta lk ing point, w e can n ot le t  th is  g o  either.
W e cannot m ak e h im  th e  v ictim  and  w e cannot grant h im  
u n con d ition a l sym pathy.

H ow ever, h e's a h u m an  b ein g , an d  not on e wdth th e th ick  
sk in  o f  som eb o d y  like R ebekah B rookes either, an d  if  w e  
are go in g  to  sp en d  d ay  after d a y  p icking apart th is  m an's  
life , is  it u n reason ab le  for m e  to  a sk  that w e are  sen sitive  
an d  carefu l? You know , ju st in  case . I'm  sure w e w on't feel 
like jou rn alistic  h eroes if  he g o es  and  d o es som eth in g  
stupid .
l o  J U L Y  2 0 1 1  2 1 : 2 7

H i
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A re you lo t on  ab ou t th e  sa m e D avid  R ose th a t th e  Jersey  
G overnm ent p lu s th e  S ta tes o f  Jersey  P o lice  w ere leak ing  
in form ation  to? T hey d id  th is so  h e  cou ld  trash  the  
In vestigation  in  th e  D aily  M ail.

I h ave b een  in vestigatin g  on  m y  b log

D A \T D  ROSE  

rs
10 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  2 2 : 2 0

M att W ardm aii sa id ...
@ B elle

>Lordy. P ossib ly  th e  w orst part o f  th at artic le  is  n ot th e  
subject or th e  con ten t, it's th e  la ck  o f  fact-ch eck in g .

M y (an d  m o st o th ers on  th e right) critique o f  H ari is  that 
h e's a crap u lou s jou rn a list, even  w ithout a ll th e  lack  o f  
p erson a l in tegrity  stuff.

Even in  h is M an agem en t C onsultant co lu m n  th is w eek, he  
claim s:

a) 2 / 3  o f  th e  com p a n ies  in  In S earch  o f  E xcellen ce  w ere  
d efu n ct in  5 years (ie  b y  1987). (In  th e  version  on  h is  ow n  
site).

U ntrue. Forbes listed  m ore th an  h a lf  a s  su ccesses  15 years  
after that.

b ) "In G uyana, th e  p lan  draw n up w ou ld  in crea se  logg in g  
b y  20  t im es its cu rrent rate."

U ntrue w h en  you  trace th e  references.

c) "B usinessW eek n otes their  [M cK insey's] c lien ts have a 
stran ge hab it o f  dying in  agon y  -  E nron, Sw iss-A ir, K m art, 
G lobal C rossing... th e  list  g o es  on"

It doesn 't. BW  on ly  listed  4 , an d  all o f  th em  w en t d ow n  in  
th e  la st  recession  an d  after 9/11 (for Swdssair).
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It's all ab o u t con ven ien t sou n d in g , u n checked , or im agin ed  
'facts' to  ju stify  a screech in g  p o lem ic  or p red eterm in ed  
line .

Lazy, d ish on est, or s im p ly  in com p eten t an d  am b itiou s?

N o  id ea , b u t a ll h e  h as le ft n ow  are th e  co -cam p a ign ers, the  
grou p ies, th e  w dsh-dream ers an d  th o se  w h o haven't 
checked .
l o  J U L Y  2 0 1 1  22 :2 6

Mr. M sa id ...
@ J erem y  D u n s

"If you  G oogle th at address..."

T he sh ort story  w asn 't fou n d  b y  s im p ly  goog lin g . A s is  
m a d e clear in  th e  p ost it w as found  w ith  th e a ss is ta n ce  o f  
an  exp erien ced  com p u ter  p erson  (T im  Ireland) ab le  to  find  
th in gs on  th e  in tern et th a t th e  rest o f  u s w ouldn 't b e  ab le  to  
w ith out instruction .

P erhaps you're getting d ifferent resu lts w h en  you  goog le  to  
the o n es Tm  gettin g  (filter b u b b les  e tc .)  b u t I've tried  
goog lin g  it an d  noth in g rela ted  to  th e  story  co m es up  apart 
from  th in gs link ing to th is  post.

G iven that there w a s a lread y m u ltip le  p ieces  o f  ev id ence o f  
D avid  R 's/H ari's  m isb eh av iou r I h on estly  w on der w hat 
p u rp ose it served  to  b rin g  it up  (a lth ou gh  I can  see  the  
reason  for search ing  for it in  th e  first p lace  to  ch eck  i f  m eth  
p rod u ction s had  ever ex isted ). W hy w a s in fo relating to  the  
story an d  th e  story itse lf  p u b lish ed /lin k ed  to?
10 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  2 3 : 2 7  

Mr. M sa id ...
Sorry, reading over th e  p ost it's clear th at th e  porn story  
h ad  b een  b ou gh t up  p u b lic ly  b efore  n ow  on  D a ily  Ablution; 
silly  m istak e on  m y  part.
11 JU L Y  2 0 1 1  0 0 :0 4  

S tep h en  W igm ore sa id ...
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"-H e grad u ated  w ith  a starred  first in  G eography fi-om  
C am bridge U niversity.
-H e  h as a girlfi’ien d  w h o is  a law yer, an d  w h o  h e is  en gaged  
to  (a s  o f  Ju ly  2 0 0 6 ).
-H e  w orked for tw o years in  A ntarctica observing the  
effects o f  an th rop ogen ic g lob al w arm in g.
-H e  w as en gaged  in  a PhD  in  en viron m en ta l sc ien ce  at 
Selw yn College, C am bridge w h ich  h e w a s taking a b reak  
from  in  Ju ly  20 0 6  and  sa id  sh ou ld  b e  com p leted  wdthin 2 

years."

N ot to m en tion  ap p arently  having w orked a t m ore th an  one  
nationa l new spaper.

T his a ll m ak es m e  th ink  h e's n ot a real person .

I f  h e  on ly  graduated  from  C am bridge in  2 0 0 2  or so  that's  
a lread y q u ite  an  im p ressive  CV. Su rely  th ere  sh ou ld  b e  a 
trace  o f  su ch  a p erson  som ew h ere on  th e  in tern et that s 
verifiab le. A  U n i accou n t or reference or record, a faceb ook  
profile, a p u b lish ed  paper, a linked in  accou n t. A  w rite up  of  
h is work, a con feren ce he's sp ok en  at. Surely there m u st b e  
so m e  ev id en ce o f  th is  gu y  som ew h ere if  h e  actu a lly  ex ists , 
b eyon d  a s in g le  b it o f  porn  and  a lo t o f  sta tem en ts  
su p p osid ly  b y  th e m a n  h im se lf  and  H ari.

T w o years is  an  odd  len g th  o f  tim e to  have b een  in  
A ntarctica, AIU I. The B ritish  A ntarctic Survey d oes  
6-m o n th  or 18-m o n th  tours: either on e su m m er, or 
su m m er/w d n ter /su m m er, wdth th e  first su m m er to  learn  
your job  and  th e secon d  to  train  up  your rep lacem ent.

T hen again , h e  m igh t have d on e an  18-m on th  tour and  
stretch ed  th e truth slightly.
11 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  0 1 : 0 1

Mr M: G i v e n  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a l r e a d y  m u l t i p l e  p i e c e s  o f  

e v i d e n c e  o f  D a v i d  R ' s / H a r i ' s  m i s b e h a v i o u r  I  h o n e s t l y  

w o n d e r  w h a t  p u r p o s e  i t  s e r v e d  t o  b r i n g  i t  u p  ( a l t h o u g h  I  

c a n  s e e  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  i t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  t o
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c h e c k  i f  m e t h  p r o d u c t i o n s  h a d  e v e r  e x i s t e d ) .  W h y  w a s  in fo  

r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  s t o r y  a n d  t h e  s t o r y  i t s e l f  p u b l i s h e d / l i n k e d  

t o ?

I'd b een  w ondering th at too , and  I th ink  I've figured  it out. 

T here are tw o p ossib le  options.

(A) D avid  R  ex ists . W hether or not h is  real n am e is  "David  
Rose", he's a real ind iv idual, w ho's an  em b arrassin gly -  
d ed icated  fan  o f  Jo h an n  H ari's.

Or:
(B ) D avid  R  and  Jo h an n  H ari are on e and  th e sa m e  person  
- everyth ing ap p arently  w ritten  b y  D avid  R  From  M eth  
P roductions h as in  fact b een  tvritten b y  Joh an n  H ari.

I f  (B ) is  true, th en  there are  tw o p ossib ilities:

(B -i)  Probably  b y  so m e  d iligen t and  thorou gh  exam in ation  
o f  IP ad d resses, th e  J o h a n n /D a v id  id en tity  is  proved.

(B -2) There is  no d efin ite  proof, ever, th ou gh  an  in creasin g  
flood  o f  c ircu m stan cia l ev id en ce  k eep s th e  q u estio n  alive  
until p eop le  get b ored  wdth ask ing it.

B ut if  A  is  true - D avid  R  ex ists  as an  actu al p erson  - then  
th ere  are  still on ly  tw o options:

(A -i)  D avid R  stan d s up  an d  id en tifies h im self, defin itively  
clearin g  Jo h an n  H ari o f  th e  ch arge o f  ob sessive  
sock -p up p etry  an d  u sin g  W ikipedia for se lf-p rom otion .

(A -2) D avid R  never sta n d s up  to id en tify  h im self, leaving  
H ari in  exa ctly  th e  sa m e  aw kw ard situ ation  a s  h e  w ou ld  b e  
i f  it w ere (B -2): h e  can n ot prove h im se lf  d efin ite ly  in n ocen t 
o f  th e  ch arge o f  sock -p u p p etry  and  an on ym ou s attacks at 
W ikipedia w ith out th e  coop eration  o f  D avid R.

T he b est scen ario  for H ari, obviously , is A -i.

By m aking th e  porn  story  an  in trin sic  part o f  the  
W ik ip ed ia /D avid  R  story, D am iam  T h om p son  and  others  
w h o tagged  alon g , en su red  th at e v e n  i /D a v id  R  ex ists , h e  is 
m u ch  le ss  likely  to  stan d  up an d  ad m it to  b ein g  the
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W ikipedia ed itor, s in ce  that w ou ld  a lso  m ean  ad m itin g  to  
tvriting th e pron story. The pron story is  there to  m ak e a 
good  en d in g for H ari m u ch  le ss  lik e ly  - that's th e  on ly  
p u rpose it serves.
11 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  0 1 : 3 1  

A n onym ou s sa id ...
In rep ly to A n on ym ou s (from  a d ifferent A n onym ou s!), the  
B ritish  Library h ave a facility  to  search  their cata logue  
online:
http: / /sea rch b eta .b l.u k

T he on ly  th esis  I cou ld  turn  up w h en  search ing for "David  
Rose" w as b y  an  A nd rew  D avid  R ose ca lled  "Bayesian  
E xperim enta l D esig n  for M odel D iscrim ination", 
U niversity  o f  S ou th am p ton , 2 0 0 8 .

h ttp ://sea rch b e ta .b l.u k /p r im o _ lib r a r y /lib w e b /a c tio n
/sea rch .d o?ct= facet& fctN = facet_creator&
fctV =R ose% 2c+A n drew +D avid & dscn t=o&
v l( i74399379U Io)= an y&
scp .scp s= scop e% 3A(BLCO NTENT)& frbg=&
ta b = lo ca l_ ta b & d stm p = i3 i0 3 5 7 5 7 4 0 5 i& sr t= ra n k &
ct= search & m od e= B asic& d u m = tru e8d n dx=  i&
v l(freeT ex to )=% 2 2David%  20Rose%  22& vid=B LVUi&
fn = search

K eep it go in g - th is  is  fun!
11 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  0 5 : 1 8

M yself and  fe llo w  b lo ggers on  th e Island  o f  Jersey  are  
d oin g  w hat w e can  to  ex p o se  th e  Child A b u se Cover up. The 
J ersey  Grovernment ca lled  in  jou rn a list D avid  R ose to  d o  a 
job  and  he d id  ju st  that. A re you  saying h e m igh t not ex ist?

T he p icture on  m y  b lo g  (lin k  ab ove in  previous com m en t)  
is  o f  D avid R ose from  th e D aily  MaO again  are  you saying it 
m igh t not b e  h im ? T his m a n  a lso  ap p ears on  youtube  
under th e n a m e o f  D avid  R ose - journalist.

rs
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O w ain sa id ...
R ight, secon d  attem p t a t a com m en t. For reference, I read  
N atural S c ien ces (G eologica l S c ien ces) a t C am bridge.

If  th is  D avid  R ose ex ists , read  N atural S c ien ces at 
C am bridge, an d  d id  c lim a te  research  in  A ntarctica , it is  
m ore than  lik e ly  he took  a Part III as a 4th  year, w h ich  
involves 6 0% o f the m arks for a project (h e  w ouldn 't have  
gone to  A ntarctica  for th is , th at w ou ld  have to  b e  
afterw ards, as it's ch u ffin g  exp en sive to  d o fie ld w ork  there, 
and  you w ouldn't u se  an  un dergrad ), an d  4 0 % for the  
exa m s on  th e tau gh t m od u les . S o i f  you're search in g  the  
R eporter for referen ces, you 'd  do w ell to  ch eck  3  years  
either sid e o f  H ari for p ossib le  overlap (a ssu m in g  n o  delays  
due to  illn ess  or other stu ff)

T his is not th e  on ly  w ay  to  get in to  th e  environm ental 
sc ien ce  asp ect, it's p o ssib le  h e  cam e in  via th e  G eography  
route, b u t I don't k n ow  anyth ing ab out th at sid e  o f  th ings. I 
didn't sp ec ia lise  on  th e c lim ate  sid e o f  th ings, b u t th e  stu ff I 
did  d o w as su p erb ly  w ell tau gh t, it's a great cou rse. I'll b e  
b ollock sed  i f  I'm  go in g  to  sp en d  a su m m er siev in g  an d  
counting foram an ifera  though.

P .S . T o d o a q u ick  p lug, i f  an yon e is  th ink ing o f  go in g  to  
stu d y sc ien ce  a t U niversity, or knovre so m eo n e  w h o is, I 
w ou ld  thorou gh ly  reco m m en d  look in g a t th e  N atural 
S cien ces T ripos a t C am bridge, esp ecia lly  geo logy. It's an  
ab so lu te  ton n e o f  work, an d  very in ten se  a t t im es, b u t the  
teach in g  an d  fac ilities are fan tastic . I e sp ec ia lly  enjoyed  
studying a rea lly  you ng sc ien ce  like geo logy, w h ere n ew  
in form ation  w ou ld  o ften  m ak e the m od els w e'd  b een  tau gh t 
ob so lete  on ly  a year later, an d  it's a lso  a very soc iab le  
subject, lo ts o f  co ffee  breaks, h appy h ou rs an d  fie ld  trips.

PPS T his m ig h t b e  m e  u sin g  Chrom e, b u t W TF is go in g  on  
w ith  h y in g  to  u se  m y  W ordpress id en tity  on  here.
11 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  1 1 : 0 5  

M att W ard m aii sa id ...
>T he pron  story is  there to  m ak e a good  en d in g  for H ari 
m u ch  le ss  lik e ly  - that's the on ly  p u rp ose  it serves.
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I th ink  I agree w ith  that, th ou gh  I'd ad d  'to help  create  
w ider m ed ia  interest'.

T here's not likely  to b e  a lo t o f  in terest in  dozen s or  
hund red s o f  artic les filled  w ith  trad u ced  sta tistic s and  
m an u factu red  con clu sion s.
I I  JU L Y  2011 11:13 

A nn K ittenplan  sa id ...
T hanks for th e  lin k  to the H ari p iece  in  th e  Independent. 
T hat w as th e  p iece  I'd seen  as se lf-p u b lish ed .
11 J U L Y  2011 11:19 

D avid  B sa id ...
I tw eeted  th e lin k  to  th is article  an d  a @ paulbhalsall 
rep lied  to  m e  w ith  this:

tw ycro ssh ou sesch o o l.org .u k /th a .p h p

D avid  R ose, C am bridge PhD  in  n ature con servation  p o licy  
evolu tion  under in flu en ce o f  c lim ate  ch an ge. W ith photo.

N ot su re i f  that corresp on d s to  other links above, or is 
relevant, b u t th ou gh t I sh ou ld  p ost it.
I I  JU L Y  2 0 1 1  12:47

tory b oys never grow  up sa id ...
I'm  sorry b u t doesn 't th is all leave  a b it o f  a n asty  taste  in  
th e  m ou th . B y all m ean s if  H ari is  u sin g  a fa lse  id en tity  to  
su p port h is ow n  p osition  th en  h e sh ou ld  b e  exp o sed  - 
provid ing th a t th ere  is  pretty  con clu sive  evid ence to  
su p port su ch  a c la im . B ut a t th e  p resen t w hat w e have is  a 
few  in con clu sive  gob bets o f  in form ation  w h ich  have th en  
b een  throw n ou t a s  a starting p oin t for the global v illage  
go ssip s to  in vestigate  further. G ossip  an d  in n u en d o can  b e  
very n asty  th in gs w hen  op erating  w ith in  th e con fin es o f  a 
sm all com m u n ity  - ju st b eca u se  th e  in tern et a llow s su ch  
go ss ip  to  g o  g lob al it doesn't fo llow  th a t it is  a good  th ing  
th at it shou ld .

If  D avid  R ose is a gen u in e p erson , w h o is  ju st d oing the  
p erfectly  ad m irab le  th ing o f  d efen d in g  h is friend, then
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b elieve  m e h e is du e qu ite a few  ap o log ies.

Matt: I  t h i n k  I  a g r e e  w i t h  t h a t ,  t h o u g h  I ' d  a d d  ' t o  h e l p  

c r e a t e  w i d e r  m e d i a  i n t e r e s t '

If  it is  true an d  p roven  th at D avid  R an d  Jo h an n  H ari are  
one an d  the sa m e  person , that is som eth in g  that w ill create  
w ide m ed ia  in terest b eca u se  it w ou ld  really  b e  ab so lu tely  
destructive o f  Jo h an n  H ari's reputation.

But, even  if  it's true, th en  proving it  w ill take fairly  
exten sive  IP ad d ress cru n ch in g w ith  n o  d efin ite  p rom ise  o f  
su ccess . It's t im e-co n su m in g  h ard  in vestigative jou rn alism , 
for th e  p u rp ose  o f  fin a lly  destroying H ari's reputation  - an d  
I th ink  the h andfu l o f  jou rn a lists  w h o are t h a t  g o o d  at 
investigative jou rn a lism , p rob ably  have som eth in g  m ore  
w orthw hile to  d o th an  see  i f  th ey  can  prove H ari u ses  a 
sockpuppet.

B ut p ointin g ou t th a t there's c ircu m stan cia l ev id ence th at it 
c o u l d  b e  true, com b in ed  w ith  an  em b arassin g  p ro n  story, 
is  ju st D avid  A llan  G reen an d  D a m ia n  T h om p son's b ag  - 
it's n ot p articu larly  effortful, an d  the m ere  sp ecu la tion  
d oes a certa in  am o u n t o f  d am a ge w h ile  n ot m ak ing  it 
w orthw hile for an yon e to  su e  for libel.

N o t that I w an t to  stop  D a m ia n  T h om p son  from  trying! In 
fact, given  th e k ind o f  jou rn a lism  D a m ia n  T h om p son  does, 
I th ink  sp en d in g  w eeks or even  m on th s ch eck in g IP 
ad d resses  an d  log in  tim es  w ou ld  b e  a relatively h arm less  
occu p ation  for h im , b low in g  h oly  sm ok e as it w ere.

I w ou ld  still like Jo h a n n  H ari to  co m e  c lean  ab out how  
m u ch  h e p lag iarised . I still th in k  th at uncoverin g how  
m u ch  o f  h is  intervievv^ w ere "borrowed" from  other  
sou rces w as a w orthw hile th ing to  do. But th is? U n less  
there's evid ence, it's ju st sm ok e w ith out fire.

Colin said , 
"teh (the)
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tehre (there) 
otehr"
I m ak e th ese  typ os all the tim e. M y god, m ayb e I'm  Joh an n  
H ari. H ow  d oes on e tell?
I I  J U L Y  2 0 1 1  1 4 : 5 5

M att W ardm an sa id ...
@ Ann

H ari tend s to  p ost artic les in  th e  Independent, w h ich  
so m etim es g e t a ligh t subediting , an d  cross-p ost (or recycle  
m on th s or years la ter) to  th e  U S H u ff Post, an d  p ost 
version s to h is ow n  site  w h ich  so m etim es  in clu d e stu ff  
w h ich  h as b een  ed ited  ou t from  th e In d y /H u ff Po.

For exam p le, th is  w as ed ited  ou t o f  la st  w eeks' 
'M anagem ent C onsultants' co lu m n  in  the Indy:

"The organization 's b ib le , 'In S earch  o f  E xcellence', w ritten  
b y  its  con su ltan t T om  P eters, w as p u b lish ed  in  1982 an d  
n a m ed  43 co m p a n ies  a s  m od els o f  exce llen ce . Tw o thirds  
o f  th em  w ere d ead  or d efu n ct w ith in  five years"

.. w h ich  is  s im p le  n on sen se . N o  id ea  w here it ca m e  from .
11 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  1 6 : 0 4

Peter S sa id ...
H aving read  all th ese  com m en ts, it is really, really  clear  
th at "David Rose" is  n on e other th an  Joh an n  H ari. I f  th is  
d oes n ot sin k  h is career, noth ing w ill.
11 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  1 9 :4 1  

A lex  said ...
A  Brit b y  th e  n a m e o f  "David G areth Rose" is  listed  here: 

h ttp ://w w w .le v e lb u s in e ss .c o m /d o c /p e r so n /u k /06725821  

O ccupation: IT su p port.

T hat w ou ld  tie  in  w ith  som eo n e  w h o h elp ed  ou t w ith  his 
w eb site .
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H ow ever, he's 5 0 . M ature student?

It is, o f  cou rse, en tirely  p ossib le  that D avid  R ose is  b o th  a 
real p erson  A N D  H ari h a s b een  im p erson atin g  h im .

F elixfelix  sa id ...
I fo u n d  th is  ra th e r in te re stin g  clue , w h ic h  is still o n  

W ikip e d ia

lin k  here

https: / /se cu re .w ik im ed ia .o rg /w ik ip ed ia /en /w ik i 
/U se r _ ta lk :E m ie lla ie n d ia y # H e llo _ -_ p le a se _ h e lp .2 i

B asically , it is  a m e ssa g e  to  user E m iella ien d iay  purporting  
to  b e  from  H ari h im self, com p la in in g  ab out m e, b a ck  in  
A ug 2 0 0 7 . H ow ever, it's n ot sign ed  (a very irritating h ab it 
o f  dave r), b u t he u sed  th e  sa m e  IP ad d ress for a n u m b er o f  
ed its (see  h ttp s://se c u r e .w ik im e d ia .o r g /w ik ip e d ia /e n /w ik i  
/S p ecia l:C o n tr ib u tio n s/7 7 .9 7 -2 4 9 -2 3 4 )-

Anyway, it w ou ld  seem  to  lin k  'Johann' w ith  ed iting h is ow n  
an d  other p ag es, a lth ou gh  a t th e  tim e  I read  it as 'dave r' 
p reten d in g to b e  H ari...

FF

E xcellen t b it o f  d igg in g  peop le.

S h am e th at th e  M urdoch b u sin ess  h as d en ied  H ari the full 
sp otligh t glare.

B oris said ...
I've found  an oth er lin k  b etw een  a D avid  R ose edit o f  
W ikipedia & J o h an n  H ari.

Joh an n  H ari w rites in  g low ing term s o f  th e  playvw ight V an  
B adh am  in  th is artic le  o f  2 0 0 3 , w ho h e ca lls
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'extraordinary': h ttp ://w w w .jo h a n n h a r i.co m /2 0 0 3 /0 8  

/ 21/p o litica l-th ea tre -is-b a ck -fro m -th e -d ea d -

D avid  R ose ed its th e  w ik iped ia entry o f  V an  B adh am  in  
2006  in  a com p lim en tary  way: h ttp ://en .w ik ip ed ia .o rg  
/w /in d ex .p h p ?title= V an _B ad h am & d iff= p rev&  
o ld id = 8 28 s 6972

P erh ap s D avid  R ose acco m p an ied  Joh an n  H ari to  th is  p lay  
an d  sh ared  h is opin ions?

D avid  R ose m ak es a n  ed it o f  K ing's College, C am bridge, o f  
w h ich  Joh an n  H ari is  an  a lu m n u s, th ou gh  th e ed it d oes not 
m en tion  Jo h an n  Hari: h ttp ://en .w ik ip ed ia .o rg  
/w /in d ex .p h p ?title= K in g% 27s_C ollege ,_C am b rid ge&  
d iff= p rev & o ld id = 2 o 6 3 7 0 9 7 7

T h ese  tw o ed its, a sso c ia ted  w ith  Joh an n  H ari, can n o t b e  
con stru ed  a s  an  en th u sia st for h is  w ork  defen d in g h im . 
T hough, likew ise, th e  relation  to  h im  an d  D avid  R ose m ay  
b e  ch an ce.

Jo h n D oe sa id ...
'If D avid  R ose is  a gen u in e person , w h o is  ju st d oing the  
p erfectly  ad m irab le  th ing o f  d efen d in g  h is friend, th en  
b elieve  m e  h e  is  du e qu ite a few  a p o lo g ie s .'

T his is  a novel in terpretation . T he reason  th is is  a story  in  
th e  first p la ce  is  b eca u se  'Davidr' stan d s accu sed  o f  
sm earin g  H ari's en em ies an d  rem ovin g accu rate  b u t  
unflattering in form ation  from  H ari's ow n w ik iped ia p age.

I f  D avidr is  H ari, it's p articu larly  funny, b u t i f  h e  isn 't then  
sm earin g  p eo p le  an d  ab u sin g  w ik iped ia  are in  n o  w ay  
'adm irable'. I f  th e  con ten t ed its m ad e w ere all reason ab le  
th en  th is w ou ld n 't b e  a story in  th e  first p lace.

M ender sa id ...
T he m o st n otab le  th ing ab ou t R ose's W ikipedia h istory is  
w h at h e  h asn 't p osted  on . Sp ecifically , anything rela ted  to
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h is d octoral subject o f  c lim a te  ch an ge. E ven once.

S teven  Tiller sa id ...
I don't know  i f  th is  h as a lread y b een  covered: a com m en t  
on  20  N ov  2009  b y  'DavidR' on  th e T anya G old ta lk  p age  
on  W ikipedia w as au tosign ed  to  th e  IP 86 .176.253.159

[http: /  /  en. Wikipedia, org
/w /in d ex .p hp ?title= T alk:T anya_G old & d iff=p rev&
o ld id = 326 8 4 i 4 2o ]

H e later in  M arch 2011 ed ited  on  th e  sa m e  page  
rem em b erin g  to  sign  in , b u t not that t im e  in  N o v  2 0 0 9 . 
(U n less  the N o v  2009  ed itor w as a sock p u p p et p reten d in g  
to  b e  D avid  r from  m eth  prod u ction s, to  get really  m eta  ...)
12 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  1 7 : 2 3  

Jak e said ...
T his W ikipedia p age m ak es *very* in teresting  reading.

h ttp ://en .w ik ip ed ia .org /w ik i/W ik ip ed ia :M ediation __C ab al 
/C a s e s /2 0 0 7 - o i - 04_ J o h a n n _ H a r i

D avidR  c la im s he isn 't a jou rn alist, for one.

A lso  lo ts  o f  Ip ed iting b y  D avidR .

G arry said ...
https: / /tw itter , c o m /# ! /E d H ow k er

T his c o m es v ia  G uido Faw kes. It looks as th o u gh  H ari's in  
for a tou gh  tim e.
12 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  2 0 : 3 4  

A non5m iou s said ...
H ands up, I haven't read  the pron  story b u t i f  th e  it really  is  
ab ou t the sexu a l exp lo itation  o f  a 15 year o ld  for m on ey  - 
an d  w ritten  in  a titilla ting sty le - D avid  R ose m a y  b e  very  
k een  not to  ra ise h is  h ead  ab ove the parap et. A t th e  very  
lea st he is  go in g  to  have to  m ak e qu ite a con v in cin g
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exp lan ation  to  h is  law yer girlfrien d  a s  to  w h y a ( i)  
paed oph ilic  (2 ) in cestu ou s (3 ) gay  p ron  story appears to  
em en ate  from  h is com p u ter. N ot th e  sort o f  con versation  I 
w ou ld  enjoy h aving w ith  m y  law yer w ife.

T he rem oval o f  th e  pron  story from  th e in tern et m ay  a lso  
som ew h at u n d erm in e the exp lan ation  th at it w as "spam". I 
can't see  a sp a m m er rem oving h is  ow n w o r k

I h op e Mr R ose su p p orts H ari in  the Independent's  
in vestigation  o f  h is  activ ities.

Sorry for b e in g  anon 5m ious b u t I d o have a reason  not to  
raise m y  h ead  ab ove the parapet.

Paul sa id ...
I'm  not su re th is  h as b een  m en tion ed  yet. A p o log ies if  I'm  
duplicating content.

D avid  r says here:

http: /  /  en .w ik iped ia .org
/w ik i/T a lk :C ristin a _O d on e#R eq u est_ for_ C o m m en t:_ C ris
tin a_ O d o n e

that he is from  W alth am stow

Jeffer  sa id ...
H ari h as a n ew  d efen d er on  w ik iped ia w h o h as ju st p op p ed  
b ack  up after m on th s o f  inactivity:

http: / /e n . w ik ip ed ia .org /w ik i/S p ecia l: C ontributions/Z afio

H e's d eletin g Private eye links an d  gen era lly  d oing a D avid  
R ose type job  on  H ari's article  ta lk  page. In teresting.

O n ce a sock m aster, alw ays a sock m aster, eh?

S ean  said ...
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O n the W ikipedia m ed ia tio n  p ag e  Jak e linked  to  a t 18:2 0 , 
D avid  R c la im s H ari h ad  d en ied  that a photograph, tak en  
at a  p rotest a t D rax Pow er S ta tion  in  2 0 0 6 , \ras o f  h im .

"This is  a b it  surreal. T hat p ictu re really  isn 't Joh an n . T hat 
w as m y  su sp ic io n  w h en  I first saw  it, an d  w hen  I e -m a iled  
Joh an n , he sa id  h e d oesn 't ow n  th e clo th es 'he' is  w earing  
in  th e  p icture. C learly th e  p h otograp her m istoo k  som eb o d y  
w h o look s a  b it like Jo h an n  for him ; easy  to  do, s in ce  there  
w ere p resu m ab ly  lo ts  o f  p eo p le  m illin g  around  a t a large  
en viron m en ta list protest, b u t it w ou ld  m ak e it really  
b izarre to  u se  it in  a w ik ip ed ia  entry," w rote D ave, w h o a lso  
com p la in ed  th at h e  su sp ec ted  th e im a g e  w as d eliberately  
ch osen  b y  th e  W ikipedia u ser  F elixF elix  b eca u se  it w as  
"unflattering" im age.

H ere it is. I'll leave it to  you  to  d ecide.

h ttp : /  /b it .ly /o V x R 2 eh ttp : /  / w w w .flickr. co m /p h o to s  
/9o664717@Noo/232987647/

Clue: It's Jo h a n n  H ari.
13 JU L Y  2 0 1 1  0 3 : 5 2

V ivienne R aper sa id ...
T he M atthew  D avid  R ose w h o  grad u ated  from  Christ's in  
2 0 0 1 /2  w en t to  sch oo l w ith  m e. H e is  - la st  tim e  I look ed  - 
w orking in  softw are p aten ts, not a journalist.
13 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  0 7 : 1 9  

A non5m ious sa id ...
O kay, so  it se e m s like D avid  R is  a real person . I'd ven tu re  
that h is  n am e is  N O T  D avid  R ose, how ever. S ee  this: 
http: / /tw it t e r .c o m /# !/len in o lo g y /s ta tu s
/90136461927645184

N ote th at L en in ology resp on d s to  the q u estion  a s  to  
w h eth er he h as m et "David Rose" b y  saying "I have m et  
D a v id  R"

A lso, J erem y  D u n s sp ok e to  h im  on  th e p h on e (see  q u oted  
tex t b elow ). D o es H ari have a sp ecific  n u m ber w h ich  he 
alw ays an sw ers a s  "Dave". I su sp ect not. A lso  "Dave" says
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there is  n o -on e  ca lled  "David Rose" w orking there, yet h e  is 
clearly  ca lled  D avid.

G iven all th e  in fo  w e've got on h im , it can't b e  too  hard  to  
fin d  a D ave R /  D avid  R - can  it?! P erhaps start at the  
Independent...???

I  s h o u l d  a b o  s a y  t h a t  I  p h o n e d  t h e  n u m b e r  D a v i d  R o s e  

g a v e  i n  t h e  a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d  2 0 0 5  o n l i n e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  

e a r l i e r  t o d a y .  A s  t h a t  w a s  6  y e a r s  a g o ,  I  w a s n ' t  e x p e c t i n g  

m u c h .  S o m e o n e  p i c k e d  u p  t h e  p h o n e  a f t e r  a  f e w  r i n g s  a n d  

s a i d :  ' H e l l o ,  D a v e  h e r e ' .

' I s  t h a t  D a v i d  R o s e ? '  I  a s k e d .

' N o . '

'O h .  C a n  I  s p e a k  t o  D a v i d  R o s e ,  p l e a s e ? '

' S o r r y ,  n o b o d y  c a l l e d  t h a t  w o r k s  h e r e . '

'C a n  I  a s k  w h o  I ' m  s p e a k i n g  t o . '

( C u r t l y ) :  'N o .  G o o d b y e . '

A n d  h e  h u n g  u p  o n  m e .

Trent sa id ...
A  lo ok  th rou gh  th e four arch ives on  th e  Jo h an n  H ari ta lk  
p age on  W ik iped ia is  in teresting . V arious ed itors, all 
p ro-H ari, all o f  w h om  ap p ear to  know  each  other in  real 
life  an d  all w h o  s ig n  their p osts  in  a sim ilar  w ay  to  D avidR
(ie  not u sin g  th e four t i ld e s ---------to  gen erate  th e  signatu re
au tom atica lly , b u t typing out their n am es in stead ) appear  
in  arch ive 1 to  d efen d  various ed its. In terestingly, th is  w ay  
o f  signing m ea n s it is harder to  track  th e IPs o f  th ose  
contributors - b u t n ot im p ossib le , a s  th ey  are recorded  in  
the ta lk  p age h istory. BT seem s to  b e  the favoured  ISP, and  
it h as d yn am ic IPs. H andy. T hey all d en y  vociferou sly  that 
th ey  are sock p u p p ets. T hey all seem  to  know  in itim ate  
deta ils o f  H ari's life .

In arch ive 4 D avid  r from  m eth  p rod u ction s says "Re: 
having a con flict o f  in terest. A s I sa id  w h en  I started  editing  
th is  entry a g es  ago, I knew  H ari w h en  w e w ere stu d en ts. I 
haven't seen  h im  in  years. I've alvrays b een  tran sp aren t  
ab ou t that. I w as ad v ised  b y  ad m in s b a ck  th en  that 
provid ed  I w a s a lw ays upfront about having know n h im  
over a d ecad e ag o  ..." (13 Ju ly  2010 ) S o  h is story h as  
ch an ged  from  b ein g  o ffice w ork m ates w ith  H ari in  2 0 0 5  to
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b arely  know ing h im  and  n ot having seen  h im  for a d ecad e  
ie  s in ce  2 0 0 0 .

G ot to  love F elixF elix  for h is  d ogged  in sisten ce  throu gh ou t 
the fou r arch ives on  d e-h agiograp h in g  th e p ag e  and  h is  
callin g  ou t o f  "Dave". T he w h ole  FLari sh eb an g ju st  scream s  
ou t sock ing so  blatantly: u se  o f  d yn am ic IPs, n ot sign in g  in  
w ith  tild es, s in g le-p u rp ose  accou n ts p op p in g u p  (h as  
anyone ch eck ed  ou t U ser:Z afio , another pretty  m u ch  
sin g le -u se  accou n t w h o h as reactivated  after a lm o st a 
year's d orm an cy  to  pop  up on  th e H ari p age yesterd ay to  
d efen d  h im  an d  rem ove u nflattering Private Eye 
references?).

A nd if  D ave isn 't H ari, w hy hasn 't he com e ou t o f  the  
w oodw ork  to  d efen d  h is frien d  in  the w ay h e h a s sp en t the  
la st  six  years v igorou sly  d efen d in g  h im  on  th e p a g es o f  
W ikipedia?
13 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  0 8 : 5 2  

Y on m ei sa id ...
"And i f  D ave isn 't H ari, w h y h asn 't h e  co m e ou t o f  the  
w oodw ork  to  d efen d  h is frien d  in  the w ay h e  h as sp en t the  
la st  six  years v igorou sly  d efen d in g  h im  on  th e p ag es o f  
W ikipedia?"

See upthread. B eca u se  ad m ittin g to  b ein g  D avid  R  w ill 
m ea n  ad m ittin g  to  th e  p ro n  story th at D avid  A llan  G reen  
an d  D am ian  T h om p son  have tied  to  D avid  R.

I'm  n o defen d er o f  Joh an n  H ari, b u t I'm  n ot a fan  o f  
D a m ia n  T h om p son  either. I th ink  it's pretty  c lear  that 
T h om p son  w an ted  to  m ak e su re that i f  D avid  R  is a real 
p erson , thu s u n dercuttin g T h om p son 's attacks, that he  
^didn't* co m e forw ard to  save H ari's neck.
13 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  1 0 : 0 7

N eu roskep tic  sa id ...
Er, h an g on.

A n on ym ou s @ 21:16 says " T h e  r e m o v a l  o f  t h e  p r o n  s t o r y  

f r o m  t h e  i n t e r n e t  m a y  a l s o  s o m e w h a t  u n d e r m i n e  t h e  

e x p l a n a t i o n  t h a t  i t  w a s  " s p a m "
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T he story h as not b een  rem oved  afaik, it's still u p  & 
u n altered  at the orig ina l location  linked  to  on  th e  J a ck  o f  
K ent b logp ost. O nly the lin k  h as b een  rem oved .

A s for T rent's d iscovery  o f  the 2010  p ost, th at is  rather  
d u b iou s, b u t m ayb e it's strictly  accurate.

H e m ig h t have know n H ari a t C am bridge over a d ecad e  
ago, th en  got th e  Ind ie su b ed iting  job  w ith  H ari's help  in  
2 0 0 5 , b u t n ot really  sp ok en  to  H ari h im self, I d ou b t H ari's 
d esk  is  n ext to  th e  sub 's desk.

Or h e  m ig h t ju st b e  exaggeratin g  h ow  lon g  ago  h e  knew  
H ari to  m ak e h is point. W hich  w ould  b e  b ad , b u t it  doesn 't 
prove h e's a sockpuppet.

A lth ough  h e  m ay  w ell b e . S o far I haven't seen  a 
knockdow n argum ent.
13 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  1 0 : 2 2

F elix -fe lix  sa id ...
O h, it w eren't nothing! *blushes*
13 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  11:11

T erry sa id ...
M y th eory  is that R ose is  a p seu don ym  o f  H ari -  as in  "a 
rose  b y  any other n am e is  ju s t  as sweet".

A lternatively , the truth cou ld  b e, as O rw ell w ou ld  say, right 
in  fron t o f  one's n ose , in  th e  m o st ob viou s p lace ... 
d av id rose .co .u k

A nd th ere  it is:
http; / /v w w .d a v id ro se . c0 .u k /H T M L /p a g e2 /fra m ese t .h tm

" D a v i d  R o s e  w a s  a  f o u n d i n g  s t a f f  p h o t o g r a p h e r  w i t h  t h e  

I n d e p e n d e n t  a n d  I n d e p e n d e n t  o n  S u n d a y .  H e  h a s  c o v e r e d  

m a n y  i s s u e s  i n  B r i t a i n ,  E u r o p e  a n d  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  w o r l d .

H e  n o w  w o r k s  f o r  a  r a n g e  o f  N a t i o n a l  a n d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

t i t l e s  a n d  u n d e r t a k e s  c o m m i s s i o n s  f o r  c o r p o r a t e  c l i e n t s .  

H e  h a s  w o n  s e v e r a l  m a j o r  U K  a n d  O v e r s e a s  P r e s s
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A w a r d s . "

I p h on ed  h im  up  though , and it d oesn 't seem  to  b e  h im .
13 JU L Y  2 0 1 1  1 1: 29

M s B aroque sa id ...
I on ce w ent on  a b lin d  d ate w ith  a gu y  ca lled  D avid  R oase. 
n on e o f  the ab ove - h e  w as a p sychotherap ist.
13 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  1 3 : 1 3  

Carps sa id ...
M y ap o log ies i f  th ese  th in gs have b een  b rou gh t u p  earlier  
in  th is thread. I have read  it all b u t it h as b e c o m e  a b it o f  a 
m u lch  in  m y  m in d , so  i f  it w h at fo llow s h as b een  covered  or 
is  irrelevant, p lea se  d isregard .

Ironically, given  th at you  w ork at th e  N ew  S ta tesm an , the  
"Vanity Fair" D avid  R ose h as wTitten for that very  
publication .

P erhaps in terestin g ly  in  th is  sp ecific  con text, h e  to o  w as a 
strong supporter o f  the w ar in  Iraq w h o later recan ted  - 
like our m an  H ari.

A lso, it ap p ears that this sa m e  p articu lar D avid  R ose w as  
in  so m e w ay tan g led  up  w ith  th e  secu rity  services.

O ther d eta ils o f  h is  b iograp h y m ay  not ta lly  (h is age, m o st  
telling ly) b u t th e  co in cid en ce  w ith  the cu ltural tou ch p oin t  
o f  Iraq in terested  m e  - as d id  th e  in volvem en t w ith  
M I5/M I 6 .

P erhaps it is redundant to  offer th e  ob servation  that if  
sock p u p petry is  afoot w e needn't p ay  too  m u ch  h eed  to  
so m e  o f  the b iograp h ica l data  that co m es a ttach ed  to  the  
n am e.

T he "W ikipedia D avid  R" c la im s th at h e  first b eca m e  
in terested  in  H ari "from the telly" (ergo: h e  didn't g o  to  
university  w ith  H ari, contra earlier c la im s.

A s o f  tod ay  the accou n t h as b een  su sp en d ed  from  ed iting
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H ari-rela ted  p osts - and m en tion  h as b een  m a d e  o f  several 
other sock p u p pets on  W ikipedia.

Sorry to  b e  dull, and  p rob ably  repetitive. A s you  w ere.

Joh n  said ...
A m azin g, they  h ave on ly  ju st got round to  b lock in g 'D avid r 
from  M eth P rod u ction s’ from  ed iting on  w ik iped ia, even  
th ou gh  he's b een  p rob lem atic  s in ce  2 0 0 6 . A nd they  still 
haven't in stitu ted  an  in vestigation  in to  w hether 'D avid r 
from  M eth P rod u ction s’ and  all th e  various D a v e /D a v eR  
/D a v id R s ed itin g  from  ip s are th e  sam e person . T hey don't 
seem  to o  keen  on  getting their h ou se  in  order.

askinnyguy sa id ...
Surely the m o st  in teresting  th ing is th a t H ari h as not 
tou ch ed  th e  subject? H e m u st k now  ab out it and  m u st b e  
follow ing it.

H ari is  e ith er ( 1) D avid  R ose or he is  (2 ) n ot D avid  R ose.

I f  h e  is D avid  R ose h e h as th ese  options:

( lA ) D o  n oth in g and le t  p eop le  draw  their ow n con clu sion s  
and  h op e the story  go es away.

( iB )  C om e clean . (This is  probably  sh ort term  p rofession a l 
su ic id e , e sp ecia lly  w ith  th e porn  story a ttach ed ).

(iC ) D en y h e is  D avid  R ose, b u t n ot exp la in  w ho D avid  
R ose is. T his is  not really  a very realistic  op tion  b eca u se  o f  
the inev itab le fo llow -u p  options.

I f  H ari is  n ot D avid  R ose, h e  h as th ese  options:

(2A) D o n oth in g and  le t  p eop le  d raw  their ow n con clu sion s. 
W hy w ou ld  h e d o  this? Surely th is ap p roach  d am a ges h is  
career?

(2B) D en y he is D avid R ose and  exp o se  th e  real D avid  
R ose. N ot a good  resu lt for D avid R ose, b u t p rob ably  the
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b est  resu lt for Hard.

( 2C) D en y  h e is D avd R ose b u t not say  anything further. 
A gain, th is  seem s unlikely. T here w ou ld  b e  too  m an y  fo llow  
up q u estion s.

d agg i sa id ...
T h is is a ll q u ite  b izarre, b u t at th e  sa m e tim e  vagu ely  
gripping.

A lso  stran ge, re. the "W ikipedia P hoto Controversy" is  that  
the la st  p ostin g  on  the su b ject at h ttp ://en .w ik ip ed ia .o rg  
/w ik i/T a lk :J o h a n n _ H a ri
/A rch ive  # R eq u est_ fo r_ C o m m en t:_ D isp u ted _ P h o to  is  
b y  on e "SlimVirgin".

T hat p articu lar p seu d on ym s w as involved  in  an  eq u ally  
stran ge (ok, n ot qu ite as stran ge) b lo g /w ik ip ed ia  
sock p u p petin g sp at involving one b lo gger  ("UK B log Aw ard  
1997", vote early, and vote  often) w h o gives racing tip s and  
h as a B ulgarian  S ta lin ist w ife, and on e (like H ari) 
"Eustonite" b logger  w h o w en t on  to b eco m e  a T im es  
colu m nist.

N o  d ou b t the H arrys P lace arch ives provide m ore  d eta ils  o f
th e "affair" b u t on e  p ost e lsew h ere is  th is
http: / / w w w .m ilita n tg in g er .co m /2 0 0 8 / 01/ n eil-clark -
story.htm l

Carps:

T h e  " W i k i p e d i a  D a v i d  R "  c l a i m s  t h a t  h e  f i r s t  b e c a m e  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  H a r i  " f r o m  t h e  t e l l y "  ( e r g o :  h e  d i d n ' t  g o  t o  

u n i v e r s i t y  w i t h  H a r i ,  c o n t r a  e a r l i e r  c l a i m s .

A s far as I can  tell, th e  co m m en t you've link ed  to  th a t sta tes  
the ab ove w a s le ft  not b y  D avid  R  b u t b y  F e lix F e lk  - the  
ed itor w ho w a s en gaged  in  a d isp u te  w ith  D avid  R  over the  
FLari page.
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13 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  2 2 : 1 5  

J a m es  sa id ...
A nother qu ick  p oin t o f  order...

Paul:

D a v i d  r  s a y s  h e r e :  

h t t p : / / e n . w i k i p e d i a . o r g

/ w i k i / T a l k : C r i s t i n a _ _ O d o n e # R e q u e s t _ f o r _ _ C o m m e n t : _ _ C r i

s t i n a _ O d o n e

t h a t  h e  i s  f r o m  W a l t h a m s t o w

H e actu ally  says th at h e  lives in  W altham stow .

If  you  ca ll the m ob ile  n u m b er g iven  b y  D avid  R  on  
W ikipedia (07759  59 54 51 ), the vo ice  that says "hi, th is  is  
D avid, p lea se  leave  a m e ssa g e  after th e  tone" sou n d s  
S cottish  to m e. It a lso  sou n d s a lo t d eep er than H ari's 
sp eak in g v o ice  - not that that proves anything on e w ay or 
the other.

A  on e  tim e  reader o f  the m a n  w h o loves th e  sh op s o f  
B elgrad e sa id ...
D A G G K

If you  m ea n  w h o I th ink  you  m ean , th e  S ta lin ist w ife  h as a 
n a m e gen erou sly  sh ow ered  w ith  s's and  z's, and (as that 
m igh t su gg est) is H ungarian , not B ulgarian

d ag g i sa id ...
You know  w h o I m ea n  correctly , and  I stan d  corrected . 

A re they  involved  in  th is as well?

Okay, now  I'm  w ondering w h o Zafio is.

66 of 71
23/01/2012 17:4(

M O D I 0 0 0 5 5 8 4 9

http://jackofkentblogspotcom/2011/07/who-is-david-rose.html
http://en.wikipedia.org


F o r  D i s t r ib u t io n  t o  C P s

Jack of Kent; Who is David Rose? http://jackofkentblogspot.eom/2011/07/who-is-david-rose.html

Z afio is  a W ikipedia ed itor w ho's sh ow n  up in  2 0 0 7 , to  
d efen d  Joh an n  H ari: in  2 0 0 8 , to  d efen d  Joh an n  H ari... 
and  n ow  in  2011, to  d efen d  Joh an n  H ari.

H e's d on e other stu ff as w ell, b u t not m u ch  - a m ajority  o f  
the ed its  he's d on e h ave b een  on  Joh an n  H ari's b io -p ag e  or 
on  the T alk  page: he's sh ow n  up, it ap p ears to  m e, 
p rim arily  to  su p port D avid  R.
15 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  2 0 : 3 9

rico sorda sa id ...
H i

I gave ev id en ce b efore  a H om e A ffairs S elect C om m ittee  
yesterd ay con cern in g  th e Jersey  Child A b u se C ove-up.

O ne o f  th e  ares I covered  w as con cern ing  th e Jou rn alist 
D avid  R ose. T his m a n  w as u sed  b y  the Jersey  G overnm ent 
to  help  trash  and  h elp  cover-u p  th e A b u se Investigation .

W e n ow  know  that th e  A cting C hief P olice O fficer D W  and  
his D /S u p t MG w ere talk ing to  and leak in g in form ation  to  
th is Jou rn alist D avid  R ose all d on e w h ilst the Investigation  
is  still live  - D avid  R ose w as ca lled  in  to  d o a job  and h e did  
it. H is three p ieces  o f  garb age ap p eared  in  the M ail on  
Sunday.

Can som eo n e p lea se  con firm  that the m a n  I have p ictured  
on  m y  b log is the sa m e D avid  R ose b ein g  co m m en ted  on  
here.

Im  very in trigu ed  b y  this character  

R ico Sorda

h ttp://r ic o so r d a .M o g sp o t.c o m /2011/ 0 7 /h o lly w o od -  
h a rp er-b d o -a lto -ib .h tm l
16 J U L Y  2 0 1 1  0 8 : 0 1  

Z afio said ...
I'm  not D avid  R ose. I'm  an  editor w h o stu m b led  across  
earlier d isp u tes on  the H ari W ikipedia p age  so m e  tim e  ago.
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A nyone w ho w an ts an entertain ing read  sh ou ld  lo ok  at the  
arch ives on  H ari's p age  - knockabout theatre, and a 
fa sc in a tin g  in sigh t in to  so m e  o f  th e  fissu res in  th e  le ft after  
the Iraq  w ar. A  theatre for the absurd and paranoid , you  
m ig h t say. F ascin a tin g  as I found th is m ateria l (w ho  
w ouldn't -  the arch ives are h ilarious and  d ism ay in g  in  
eq u a l m easu re), I a lso  b eca m e  con cern ed  b y  clear  
attem p ts to  sm ear  H ari on  the page. Several ed itors w ere  
b an n ed  from  W ikipedia for trying to  in sert d efam atory  and  
tittila tin g  stories in  the article. T he article  h as a troubled  
h istory  o f  v io lation s o f  BLP, and there's b een  various leg a l 
th rea ts surrounding th is page. N on e o f  that m ateria l h as  
anyth ing to d o w ith  the current scan d al en gu lfin g  H ari, 
excep t p erh ap s th e  in volvem en t o f  D avid  R ose, and there  
are n ow  seriou s a llegation s that h e  is a sock p u p pet for 
Joh an n  H ari h im self. T h ese  are q u ite  o ld  a llegation s, but 
recen tly  they  have e sca la ted  q u ite  dram atica lly . I don't 
know  that h e  is  and I don 't know  that h e  isn 't a sockpuppet. 
T hey're certain ly  very seriou s, and  i f  th ere  is  any  
fou n dation  to  th em  H ari's career w ill rightly  b e  over. At the  
tim e , I w as som ew h at b affled  that p eop le  thou gh t D avid R  
w as trying to  w rite  an  in flated  article on  H ari. I thought he  
w as s im p ly  an over-en th u siastic  d efen d er o f  a friend. 
H ow ever, recen t coverage o f  h is h ostile  ed its on  the p ages  
H ari's en em ies  have g iven  m e p au se. T h is is  taking  
en th u sia sm  a step  far, i f  h e  is  in d eed  w h o h e says he is.

H ow ever, noth in g h as b een  proved in  term s o f  
sockpuppetry. B ut I k new  w ith  certain ty w h en  th e D avid  
R ose a llegation s b lew  up in  th e  b lo gosp h ere  that that 
there'd  b e  a free-for-a ll for old  scores to b e  settled , and old  
m alic io u s ed its  w ou ld  reappear on  the H ari W iki page. And  
so  it proved.

So, I rejoined  the d eb ate  on  th e  p age, and  rem oved  som e  
ed its  that h ad  p reviou sly  b een  ruled b y W iki ad m in s as 
d eep ly  u n reliab le tittle-ta ttle . N on e o f  th e  a llegation s in  
that citation  have b een  given  extra su b stan ce  b y  the  
cu rrent scan d al. A s a resu lt. I've received  accu sa tion s  
m y se lf  o f  b e in g  a sock p u p pet. Its true that m y  W ikipedia  
h istory  is  m ostly  cen tred  around th e H ari p age  (th ou gh  b y  
no m ea n s exclu sively), b u t then  I th ink  its  a un iquely  
fascin atin g  p age  in  term s o f  its  h istory. S om e p eop le  w on't 
b e  con v in ced  w hatever I sa y  or d o  that I'm  n ot a 
sockpuppet, and I'm  resign ed  to  that. But for anyone
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p rep ared  to a t lea st  en terta in  reason , h ere's a lin k  to  the  
ta lk  p ag e  w h ere I c learly  ch a llen ge  D avid  R  on  h is ed iting  
o f  the article. I restored  a su b stan tia l rew rite from  another  
ed itor o f  th e  p age w h en  D avid  R  w as aga in st it!
h ttp ://e n .w ik ip e d ia .0rg /w ik i/T a lk :J 0h a n n _ H a ri
/  A rchive_ 3  #  A n oth er_try

O f cou rse , a jau n d iced  m in d  m igh t read th is as m erely  a 
clever sockpuppetry strategy, creating a fa lse  d ia lectica l 
opponent. I th ink  m y  ed its  rather sh ow  a b a lan ced  con cern  
for the accu racy  o f  th e  article. A gain, so m e  p eop le  w on't 
accep t th is, and  there's noth ing I can  d o  about that.

I don't like au th ors w h o crib  5 0 0  w ord s from  a 5 0 0 0  w ord  
article and don 't attribute their sou rce. I don 't like  
p lagiarism . I don't like sock p u p pets. B ut I don't like  
sm earers and  ca lu m n iators either, and  I stan d  b y  m y  
recen t ed its  on  that p age  b eca u se  I don't th ink  a free-for-a ll 
is  in  an y  w ay fair.

D ean  said ...
H ari em p loyed  so m e, to  put it m ildly, d u biou s and  
q u estion ab le  e th ics in  w riting "his" in terview s and  articles. 
It w ou ld  seem  to  m e  a sm a ll step  from  that to  d efen d in g  his 
ow n w ork w ith  su ch  p artisan  and d eterm in ed  action  b y  
em p loyin g  an  en tirely  fiction al character. After all, fiction  
is  w h at H ari d o es b est.

J u st w on dered  w h y JH  h as ch osen  to  p ost an  
an n ou n cem en t on  h is w eb site  u sin g  a n ew  n am e "Mattbee" 
rather than "johann" (th e n orm al poster)?  
http: / /jo h a n n h a r i.c o m /a u th o r /m a ttb e e /

Is it ju st a hab it, perh ap s, th is  routine u se  o f  other nam es?  
H as M attbee b een  sp otted  b efore?

J u st a thought.

P aul Stark sa id ...
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M attbee is M atthew  B loch, the ad m in  o f the  
joh an n h ari.com  w eb site  (see  h ttp ://w w w .d sp y ey e .co m  
/joh a n n h a r i.co m  for deta ils); I su sp ec t th is  is  above board, 
and  th at JH  ask ed  h is w eb m aster  to  p ost a on e-lin er, w ho  
p rom p tly  forgot to  ch an ge id en tity  on  th e p ost. A lth ough  I 
seem  to  rem em b er that JH  on ce c la im ed  h e had  a certain  
PhD  stu d en t ca lled  D avid  to  d o th at job  for h im ?

D elving deep er about Mr B loch, and  th e  w eb  p resen ce  o f  
h is em a il ad d ress (m attb ee@ sou p -k itch en .n et), h e  w as a 
p rolific  w eb p oster  ab out very tech n ica l IT m atters in  the  
early  d ays o f  the p u blic  W W W  Oate 1990s), b u t th is activ ity  
fizzles out in  ab out 2 0 0 3 . T here's n oth in g on  the  
vw w .so u p -k itch en .n et w eb site , b u t a qu ick  W H O IS  
(http: /  /  v w w . robtex. co m /d n s /so u p -k itc h e n , n et.h tm l)  
con firm s that the d om a in  is  still active, and  con tro lled  b y  
the b y tem ark .co .u k  servers that a lso  run th e JH  w eb site , 
and  w h o M atthew  n ow  ap p ears to  w ork  for (m ayb e Soup  
K itchen w a s th e  o ld  n am e for B ytem ark?). I su sp ec t that 
w h en  that JH  w eb site  w a s set u p  in  2 0 0 2 , M att d id  in  fact  
u se  th at as h is  m a in  em a il accou n t, b u t h e  h as m oved  onto  
h is sh in y  n ew  m atth ew @ bytem ark .co .u k  ad d ress, even  if  
h is o ld er W H O IS en try hasn't.

H ow ever, M atthew  is  n ot on ly  th e  co-fou n d er o f  Bytem ark, 
b u t a lso  w a s a t K ings C ollege C am bridge from  1998 to  
2001  - the sa m e d ates a s  our hero. Source: 
h ttp s ://p lu s .g o o g le .c o m /116440860980901087766  

/a b o u t. H e doesn 't h id e h is w orking on  th e JH  site  on  h is  
T w itter accou n t (h ttp ://tw itter .c o m /m a tth ew b lo c h ) - see  
h is  tw eet on  20  Ju ly, and  h as even  retw eeted  supportive  
p ro-Joh an n  tw eets (su ch  as h ttp s://tw itte r .c o m  
/# ! /d a n ie lb y e /s ta tu s /9 6 i7 9 3 5 0 2 2 7 0 0 9 5 3 6 )  in  the la st  
w eeks, so  it can  b e  sa fe ly  b e  sa id  he is  not ju st an  em p loyee, 
b u t a lso  a frien d  and  supporter.

So, n ot overly su sp ic iou s, not a sock p u p pet (for a ch an ge), 
b u t a frien d  from  u n i w h o h ap p en s to  b e  the w eb m aster  
b eh in d  Joh an n 's site. Indeed, accord in g  to  192.com , they  
even  lived  at the sa m e ad d ress on  th e 2 0 0 2  C am bridge  
E lectoral R oll. Perhaps, g iven  th e  fact that the la test  p ost  
from  th e JH  w eb site  is  in  the first p erson , m ayb e JH  is  
h oled  up in  Y ork w ith  h is o ld  b u d d y /w eb sm a ster /o n lin e  
supporter?
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PS If you want to speak to Matthew directly, more contact 

details are on the Bytemark website: 

http://www.bytemark. co.uk/ managed_hosting 

/transparent_pricing/quote_ioooo

2 9  J U L Y  2 0 1 1  1 7 : 1 1  

D Thame said...

Well that's pretty clear then - Mattbee is real. In the 

context I just wondered, no more than that, but clearly was 

wondering too much...

Apologies to all concerned.
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