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Lawrence murder; Evidence 'missed by 
forensic experts' 14 years ago
By STEPHEN W R IGHT

Last updated a t 23 :33 08 N ovem ber 2007

Stephen Law rence: Forensic evidence  
found in h is clo thes

Key fo rens ic  ev idence may have been m issed by scien tists investiga ting the  racist murder o f S tephen Law rence 14 years ago, it 
em erged last night.
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3 lues wh ich could have helped de tectives charge and convict his k illers w ere conta ined in cloth ing subm itted to fo rens ic  teams  
Dy police.

_ast night the full sca le o f the b lunder began to em erge in the wake o f news tha t fibres have been found linking S tephen to those  
allegedly responsib le fo r his death.

The d iscovery so long a fte r the killing is said to have "horrified" sen io r office rs at Scotland Yard.

Sources insisted tha t fo rens ic  experts ra ther than police appeared to be to b lame fo r the errors and an in ternal inves tiga tion is 
ikely. ■

The deve lopm ent comes 24 hours a fte r the Daily Mail revealed tha t the five orig ina l suspects could be re-arrested and possib ly  
face a m urder trial

The fo rens ic  d iscoveries w e re  m ade during an exhaustive review  o f the case.

Using new  techniques, independen t fo rens ic  experts have found fib res from  Stephen's c lothes on those though t to have been  
worn by the suspects on the  n igh t o f his murder.

it is understood they have a lso found fib res believed to be from  the suspects ' c lo thes on S tephen's b loodied garm ents.

Tests are a lso being carried on DNA traces found on clothes seized during the initial police investigation.

^nd it is understood a new w itness has com e fonward w ith  evidence.

Police have not ruled out the  poss ib ility  tha t a sixth man may have been involved in the murder.

Forensic errors have b ligh ted som e o f B rita in 's highest profile m urde r investigations, including inqu iries into the  dea th o f Rachel 
Nickell on W im bledon Com m on in 1992 and the killing o f ten-year-o ld Dam ilo la Tay lo r in 2000.

Read m ore ...

•  'I f  we can f in a lly  g e t ju s t ic e . I w ill d ie  a happy  m an ' s a v s  S te p h en 's  fa th e r
•  S u sp e c ts  s t i l l as th ic k  as  th ie v e s

Desp ite o ffic ia l words o f caution from  Scotland Yard yesterday, there is grow ing confidence behind the  scenes tha t office rs may  
still be ab le  to prove who m urdered 18-year-old S tephen in E ltham , South-East London on April 22, 1993.

Gary Dobson, Neil A cou rt and Luke Knight were acqu itted o f murder in 1996, w hen a private prosecution brought by the  
Law rence fam ily collapsed.

The case aga inst two o the r suspects , Jam ie Acou rt and David Norris, was dropped before it reached court.

Yeste rday Detective C h ie f Inspecto r C live Driscoll, leading the new investiga tion , said a forens ic review  o f the  Law rence case  
began 18 months ago and still has "m any months" to go.

S c ro ll d ow n  fo r  m o re  ...
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rDe
I The MaU accuses these men of killing. 
If w e are wrong, let them sue us

Landm ark: The Mail, February 14 1997

Trying to  dam pen rising expecta tions o f a breakthrough, he told the BBC: "W e w ill be as thorough as we can be. It's on-going  
and has many months to go."

Yard chiefs had hoped to  keep news o f the  fo rens ic  find ings secret.

But in recent weeks specu la tion o f a m a jo r tw is t in the case has been m ounting in police and legal circles.

S tephen 's m othe r Doreen was recently in form ed o f p rogress in the case.

The C rown P rosecution Service is aware o f deve lopm ents and has reta ined the serv ices o f a top QC to advise lawyers and  
police on ev idence-ga thering strategies.

Each o f the orig ina l five  suspects is expected to  be arrested, p robab ly next year.

Follow ing abo lition in 2005 o f the doub le  jeopa rdy rule, w h ich prevented a de fendant being tried tw ice fo r the sam e crime, the  
five cou ld feas ib ly  be put in the dock.

The deve lopm ents are d ram a tic  in a case wh ich three years ago appeared to be as good as closed.

Then the D irecto r o f Pub lic P rosecutions, S ir Ken M acdonald QC, to ld de tectives the re  was insuffic ien t ev idence to  bring fresh  
charges desp ite a £30m illion inqu iry by the Met.

In February 1997, the day a fte r an inquest ju ry  decided Stephen was un law fu lly killed "in a com p le te ly unprovoked racist attack  
by five wh ite  youths", the Mail took the landm ark decis ion to pub lish the nam es and photographs o f the five suspects under the  
headline "Murderers".

The paper cha llenged the five to sue fo r libel if they believed they could c lear the ir names.

Last yea r M etropo litan Po lice C om m iss ioner S ir Ian B la ir insisted the  case was still open.

"The force w ill neve r let up, certa in ly not on my watch , in ou r endeavour to bring the perpetra tors to justice ."

In a s ta tem ent yeste rday, Scotland Yard said: "An opportun ity to see if the fo rens ic  wo rk  can be revisited in the  light o f new  
techno logy is s tandard practice and is being adopted in the  m urde r o f S tephen Lawrence.

"As a resu lt o f a fo rens ic  opportun ity com ing to light, new DNA sam p les are being taken from  ind iv idua ls w ho may have come  
into con tact w ith  S tephen at the time, or prio r to his death, such as his fam ily, police officers, am bu lance and medical staff."
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