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Code of Practice

his IS the newspaper and periodicals industry's Code o f Practice. It is framed

f'^nTcon'^l^^ Editors’ Code Committee made up o f independent editors 
f  national regional and local newspapers and magazines. The Press

nZinn^h^  ̂ charged withnforcing the Code, using it to adjudicate complaints. It was ratified by the PCC

he C o d e

I ^em be^ o f the press have a duty to maintain the highest professional

rfh T h '̂ '' T  those ethical standards, protecting
th the rights o f the individual and the public's right to know It is the

'ding c o m m l e n f  to which the indu^ry has made a

'  b T In C e td   ̂ full spirit. It should

Mdual, nor so broadly that it constituS'^n^
rrevents publication in the public interest. ^  ̂  ̂^   ̂expression

-in, ™  p,
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1 Accuracy

i) The Press must take care not to  publish
inaccurate, m isleading o r d istorted
inform ation, including pictures.

II) A  s ign ifican t inaccuracy, m is-leading 
statem ent o r distortion once recognised 
m ust be corrected, prom ptly and w ith  due 
prominence, and - where appropriate -  an 
apology published.

iii) The Pres, w hilst free to  be partisan, must
d istingu ish clearly be tw een com m ent 
conjecture and fact. '

iv) A  pub lica tion  m ust repo rt fa irly  and 
accurate ly the ou tcom e o f an action 
fo r defam ation to  w h ich  it  has been 
a party, unless an agreed settlem ent 
states otherwise, or an agreed statement 
IS published,

2 Opportunity to reply

A  fa ir opportun ity  fo r reply to inaccuracies 
m ust be given when reasonably called for.

3 * Privacy

i) Everyone is entitled to  respect fo r his or 
her private and fam ily life, home, health 
and  correspondence, includ ing d igita l 
cornmunications. Editors w ill be expeaed 
to  jus tify  intrusions into any individual's 
private life w ith o u t consent.

II) It IS unacceptable to  photograph individuals 
ina private places w ithou t the ir consent. 

blots - Private places are public or private 
property where there is a reasortable 
expectatior) of privacy.

4 * Harassment ,

I) Journalists must no t engage in intimidation 
harassment or persistent pursuit

ii) They m ust no t persist in  questioning 
te lephoning, pursuing or photographing 
individuals once asked to  desist; no r remain 
on th e ir  property when asked to leave and 
m ust no t fo llow  them.

iii) Editors must ensure these principles are 
observed by those w orking fo r them and 
take care n o t to  use non-com plian t 
m aterial from  other sources.

■ ) (
5 Intrusion into grief o r shock

In cases involving personal grief or shock, 
enquiries and approaches must be made 
w ith  sym pathy and discretion and 
publication handled sensitively. This should 
n o t restrict the  r igh t to  report legal 
proceedings, such as inquests.

6 * Children

i) Young people should be free to  
com plete the ir tim e at school w ithou t 
unnecessary intrusion.

II) A  child under 16 must no t be interviewed 
or photographed on issues involving their 
ow n or another child's welfare unless a 
custodial parent or similarly responsible 
adult consents.

III) Pupils m ust no t be approached or 
photog raphed a t school w ith o u t the  
permission o f the school authorities.

iv) M inors must no t be paid fo r material 
involving children's welfare, nor parents 
o r guardians fo r  material about the ir 
children or wards, unless it  is clearly in the 
child's interest.

v) Editors must n o t use the fame, notoriety or 
position o f a parent or guardian as sole 
justifica tion fo r  publishing details o f a 
child's private life.

7  * Children in sex cases

1- The press m ust not, even if legally free 
to  d o  so, identify children under 16 who 
are v ia im s o r witnesses in cases involving 
sex offences.

2- In any press report o f a case involving a 
sexual offence against a child -

i) The child must no t be identified.

ii) The adult may be identified.

HI) The w o rd  " in c e s r  m ust n o t be 
used w here a ch ild  v ictim  m igh t 
be identified.

iv) Care must be taken tha t nothing in the 
report implies the relationship between 
the  accused and the child.

8  * Hospitals

i) Journalists must identify themselves and 
ob ta in  permission from  a responsible 
executive before entering non-public  
areas o f hospitals or similar institutions to  
pursue enquiries.

ii) The restrictions on intruding into privacy 
are particu larly relevant to  enquiries 
about individuals in hospitals or 
similar institutions.

9  * Reporting of Crime

i) Relatives or friends o f persons conviaed or 
accused o f crime should no t generally be 
identified w ithou t their consent, unless they 
are genuinely relevant to the story.

ii) Particular regard should be paid to  the 
potentially vulnerable position o f children 
w ho  witness, o r are v ia im s of, crime. This 
should no t restria  the righ t to  report 
legal proceedings.

10 * Oandestine devices and subterfuge

i) The press must no t seek to  obtain or 
publish material acquired by using 
hidden cameras or clandestine listening 
devices; o r by in te rcepting private or 
mobile telephone calls, messages or emails; 
o r by the  unauthorised removal o f 
documents o r photographs.

ii) Engaging in m isrepresentation o r 
subterfuge, can generally be jus tified  
only in the public interest and then only 
when the material cannot be obtained by 
o ther means.

11 Victims o f sexual assault

The press must not identify victims o f 
sexual assault or publish material likely to  
contribute to  such identification unless 
there is adequate justification and they are 
legally free to  do so.

12 DiKrim ination

i) The press m ust avoid prejudicial o r * ii) 
pejorative reference to  an individual's race, 
colour, re lig ion, gender, sexual

orientation or to  any physical or men 
illness or disability.

ii) Details o f an individual's race, coin! 
relig ion, sexual orienta tion, physical 
mental illness or disability must be avoii t 
unless genuinely relevant to the stoo'

13 Financial journalism

i) Even where the law  does not prolni
it, journa lists m ust no t use fo r th r 
ow n  p ro fit financia l in fo rm ation  tin
receive in advance o f its genei.
publication, nor should they pass si /. 
inform ation to  others.

ii) They must no t w rite  ab ou t shares - 
securities in whose performance they knu- 
tha t they or the ir close families have 
s ign ifican t financia l in terest w ithoe  
disclosing the interest to  the editor .> 
financial editor.

iii) They must no t buy or sell, e ither directly ,! 
through nominees or agents, shares n 
securities about w hich they have wriUei 
recently or about w hich they intend 
w rite  in the near fu ture.

14 Confidential sources

Journalists have a moral obligation to  proiei i 
confidential sources o f information.

15

i)
W itness payments in criminal trials

No payment or o ffe r o f payment to v 
witness - o r any person w h o  nia. 
reasonably be expeaed to  be called as c 
witness - should be made in any case onci' 
proceedings are aa ive  as defined by tlu  
C ontem pt o f C ourt A a  1981,

This prohibition lasts until the suspea has 
been freed unconditionally by po lio  
w ithou t charge or bail or the proceeding, 
are otherwise discontinued; o r has entered a 
guilty plea to the court; or, in the event o f 
a no t gu ilty  plea, the cou rt has 
announced its verdia.

Where proceedings are not 
yet aa ive  bu t are likely 
and foreseeable.

O
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unless use m lo in id tio ri uoncernea ought 
demonstrably to be published in the 
public interest and there is an over-riding 
need to  make or promise payment fo r 
this to  be done; and all reasonable steps 
have been taken to ensure no financial 
dealings influence the evidence those 
witnesses give. In no circumstances 
should such payment be conditional on 
the outcome o f a trial.

 ̂ iii) Any payment or o ffe r o f payment made 
to  a person later cited to  give evidence in 
proceedings must be disclosed to  the 
prosecution and defence. The witness

- ■■ rt  ̂ ' f f t, ir- N
rdymem or oners o t payment for stories, 
pictures or inform ation, which seek to 
exploit a particular crime or to  glorify or 
glamorise crime in general, must not be 
made directly or via agents to  convicted 
or confessed crim inals or to  the ir 
associates -  w ho may include family, 
friends and colleagues.

Editors invoking the public interest to 
justify payment o r offers w ould  need to 
demonstrate tha t there was good reason 
to believe the public interest w ould  be 
served. If, despite payment, no public 
interest em erged, then  the  material 
should not be published.

London EC1N 2JD
Teiephotte; 020 fSi < 002 J 
Fax: 020 7831 0025 :
T e x tpho ne : 020 7831 0123 
(for deaf or hard o f hearing people) 
H e lp lin e : 0845 600 2757 i 
S co ttish  H e lp lin e : 0131 220 6652 
W elsh H e lp lin e : 029  2039'5570

24 h o u r Press Office: 07659 158536

24 hour Advice Line: 07699 152656 
(leave a message and you w ill be 
phoned back). This is fo r use  
in emergency only

Em ail: com plaints0pcc.org.uk 
w w w .p c c o rg .u k
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