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The Editor

By E-Mail
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Dear Sirs

I'he  Bowles fomSty

1, We act for Be! ward Bowles, Bis wofe Ann and Bis 8 year old daughter, Helena, Edward 
.arid A no's 11 year old soii, Sebastian, was the onB' British victim of the tragic coach 
crash in SwiteerBoad earlier this week.

2, You will readily appreciate that Edw ard and his family are sutfering the moat extreme 
distress and anguish at tills time. They sirtcerely seisB to be left: to grieve the death of 
their son in peace xvltfrord tnedia irdrusion.

3, It is a m atter ot gteat regret that despite pleas to the m edia to leave them alone, sections 
of t:h.e media, in }>arncu1af the British jrvedia, are in truding upors the fa:mily’s privacy at 
tTiismost difficult of times, Thw iridudes attending llreir hom e in Belgium seeking 
p]iotograpli,s/interviervs. Over the last few days Bdsvard has had to ask a num ber ot 
jourmilists to lefive the ps'Operty and has .sought the assi.sl:aTK,:e of t'ne Bcigium gsrihee,

4, In addition, i.ntriudve pin {ogmphs have already been published of tfiern griewing, 
indrtding photogra,pl'ss ot .Heh.-ra in a distressed suite aking witlr plmfr>grapl'is of 
Edward and .Ann also greallv distressed, PhotogT,i)pi\s ot the family on holiday have 
also been prihlishcd, which casi only h.ave beer! obtained from Edwardds Facebook site 
wh id'! has ma.xirivjm privact seB irg;s. They mrsst tlrerefore have been obtait’sed by 
wrongiy dreum venting tho-!<’ p: iv,'ayv setiings and/or in the knowledge that tihey were 
private |:4'K4ogr>aphs only iiitendrsi itir td w a rd 's  dose friends,

5, The intrusion m to the famiiy's grief and publication of such photographs is a, grave 
infringemefit of their privaev with no possible jisstificatiori. They are a norma!, privat:e 
fanulv not in any w’ay in the public eye prior to tfds incident. We refer, in particuiar, to 
tlte? iollovvii'tg provisions of tire Press Compiaird:$ Co:ramission Edito;r's Code of 
Ffsiciice:

5,1. Bveryorse is esrhtled to respect for his or her private and family life, hrsite, lieafth 
;md corrirspondencis, including digital conmu.micati<3r.s;
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5.2. It is unacceptable to photograph individuals in  private places w ithout their 
consesat:

53. Journalists irsust not engage in itatin'udafcioni harassm ent ox persistent pursnit;

5.4. I'hey m ust not persist in questioning, telephoning, puxsuhig or photographing 
Individuals once asked to desist: nor rem ain on their property when asked to leave 
and rnnst itoi: follow them;

5.5. Editors m ust ensure thcite principles are observed by those working ror thetn and 
take care ri<!t ttn ise  non'-compliani material from other sources;

5.6. In ca.ses involving persorsal grief or shock, onquiiies and .approac'l'ies .mtisibe: m ade 
with .syn'prathy and di.scretion and piibhcation handled .sensitively;

d.7. AdhjdimdeiJjimuelnpllm
theil.nw!LfLL;afltllhkL.chilCs.we^^

53. Editors njust not usr< thie fa.itu:, iiotoriety or position of a parent or guardian, as sole 
iastification for publishir>g details of a ch,.ild'N private life

\¥e  have ale.rted the PCC trj our clients' complaints and requested tiwir a.'''UNnmce In
ensuring th.at otu' clients' privacy is respected. Tills is paTticuhirly uTiporiant thi.s
comirig week as tliere is going lo b e  a itu'sej-ai for fire victims of the crash on Thursday
and a memorial .service for Sebastian on Saturday. The m em ofiai service is a ;

6.

private occasion for close frkusds .md family only, There cannot be any reason or 
lustlhcation for m edia attendance at that ceremony, We also re-pnjv that a ll ptivaje 
pl'totogra pJ'i.s oi; the family, indtJdm g those photographs referred Ewrbtae ar»' ’vm ovsd  
inunediatelv from 0.11 m edia vvebsites arc! tha.t tl’cre is no furtfier pnbht aiiou 
ivhat.soever of any such photesgraphs. in particular, but w ithout hmitatiuri, there m ust 
be no taking csr publicadon of any photographs of Helena,

7. H um an deconcv, as well as our d ien t's  Article 8 rights and the Press’s obligations
under the PCC Code, demand that the fajitllv's privacy is respected to the fullest extent 
at thi.s rime. In tl'ie drcum stancos, ive -musi iuily reserve all our clients' rights in this 
regard.

S, You can contact our Giles Crovws In relation to any questiofis you m ay h,ave in relation, 
to this m atter cei )ur clients wtli itot be
snaking any public st.rtoment or com m ent at this time.

Yonrs raithfullv

.Lewis Silkin LLP

cc. Press Com plaints Commission
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