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PRESS CONFERENCE

Statem ents read during a press conference on Thursday 3 June 2010 

C h ie f Constab le  Craig Mackey:

“The events o f yeste rday m orning are utterly trag ic and our thoughts, condo lences 
and prayers are w ith the loved ones o f those  w ho w ere  in jured o r lost the ir lives.

“W e have invested all ou r resources into a full and com prehensive  investigation to 
p iece toge ther a p icture o f w ha t happened yeste rday m orning in W est C um bria  so 
tha t w e can try to understand w ha t could drive Derrick Bird to take the lives o f 12 
innocent people and in jure 11 more.

“As always, the com m unities w e serve have dem onstra ted the ir strength, support 
and com passion, fo r each other, and fo r the em ergency services w ho w orked so 
hard in incredib ly harrow ing c ircum stances. I’d like to thank our com m unities fo r the ir 
help so far, but we need the ir continued support to be able to understand w hy -  and 
how  -  this happened.

“W e have around 30 crim e scene locations a long 25 m iles o f the w est coast of 
C um bria  w hich m akes th is a unique and challeng ing investigation fo r C um bria  police.

“More than 100 highly tra ined detectives have been assigned to the investigation and 
fo rens ic  evidentia l searches and tests a t each location are continu ing. W e have now 
concluded a 225 square km land and a ir search so are not expecting  to find any 
fu rthe r victim s.

“W e have more than th irty fam ily  lia ison o fficers in p lace to support the v ic tim s ’ 
fam ilies and a longside our partners in the health service and local authorities, are 
o ffering as much support as possib le  to help people com e to term s w ith  w ha t has 
happened.

“The fam ily  lia ison o fficers have been w ork ing through the n ight to com fort fam ilies 
and are w ork ing to fo rm a lly  identify those w ho have been killed and inform  loved 
ones. W e w ork  very c lose ly w ith fam ilies as part o f th is process which, as you can 
im agine, takes a considerable  am oun t o f time. It is like ly tha t form al identification will 
occur th roughou t the course o f the next few  days so I’d ask fo r your continued 
patience as fam ilies com e to term s w ith  the ir loss.

“Follow ing form al identification, we are now  able to confirm  the deta ils o f fou r o f the 
e leven people w ho trag ica lly  died yesterday:

•  60-year-o ld  Kevin Joseph C om m ons -  a local solicitor. Mr C om m ons w as a 
sen io r partner in law  firm  KJ.C om m ons and Co, and w as found dead in the 
d rivew ay o f his house on Frizington Road, Frizington, yeste rday afternoon.
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• M other o f two, Susan Hughes, 57, o f Park V iew, Castle  Croft, Egrem ont, died 
on Haggard End, Orgill, in Egrem ont.

•  Jane E lizabeth Robinson, 66, o f Drigg Road, S easca le  w hose body w as 
found on Drigg Road a few  hundred yards from  her home.

• Father o f three daughters, David Bird (twin bro ther o f Derrick Bird), 52, w as 
found dead at his house on High Trees Farm, Lam plugh.

“W e are supporting all the fam ilies  in every w ay we can and the ir deaths are being 
fu lly  investigated. Yesterday, the em ergency service personnel had to deal w ith one 
o f the m ost horrific  and com plex incidents ever encountered in the UK. W e should 
not fo rge t tha t the team s w ho responded a t the scenes also live in these 
com m unities and will have to deal w ith the ir own shock and grief. Despite these 
traum atic  c ircum stances, I have every confidence tha t our o fficers and sta ff will 
continue to provide a high level o f service  to the people o f Cum bria.

“W e are gratefu l fo r the support provided by our neighbouring forces w ho have 
contribu ted to our team s o f experts. This support is continu ing and w e currently have 
around a dozen spec ia lis t crim e scene investigators and six fam ily  lia ison officers in 
p lace from  Lancashire  and Dum fries and G allow ay C onstabularies.

“W ha t happened yeste rday w as unth inkab le  and is w ithou t doubt the m ost horrific  
inc iden t I have seen in my 25 year-long policing career. A nyone w ho has visited or 
lived in C um bria  w ill understand w hy we are so proud o f it. W e now  need to w ork 
toge the r as a county to recover as we look to the fu tu re .”

Detective C hie f S uperin tendent lain G ould ing addressed the press conference based 
around the fo llow ing statem ent:

“As Mr M ackey has a lready said, our thoughts are w ith  the fam ily  and friends o f the 
tw e lve  victim s. The prio rity fo r our investigation is identify ing W H O  has been injured 
and killed and W H Y  the suspect. Derrick Bird, has com m itted this atrocity.

“W e have a dedicated team  w ork ing to fo rm a lly  identify the victim s and our prio rity is 
supporting  the fam ilies and friends w ho have lost loved ones, ensuring tha t next of 
kin are in form ed before w e confirm  the nam es o f those w ho have died to the w ider 
com m unity. W e hope you will understand tha t w e need to trea t the fam ilies  w ith the 
d ign ity  they deserve by ensuring they are inform ed o f the ir loss by police before 
reading th is trag ic  news in the media.

“There  has been a lot o f specu la tion  abou t the motive, and our aim is now  to uncover 
the truth, to answ er the questions w e all have. W ha t w ere Bird's m ovem ents in the 
hours and days leading up to these m urders? W ha t w as his state  o f m ind? W ha t 
w eapons did he use and w hy did he do it?

“W e have more than 100 detectives w orking on the case. These have been sp lit into 
five sm alle r team s w ho will each focus on forens ica lly  searching and build ing a
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picture o f w ha t happened a long particu la r sections o f B ird 's route. But to do th is we 
need help from  the pub lic  and are appealing fo r help from  w itnesses o r anyone who 
knew  Bird o r has been in contact w ith him recently.

“So w ho w as Derrick B ird? He w as a 52-yr-o ld  se lf em ployed taxi d rive r w ho had 
lived in the sam e terraced house in Rowrah since 1993. He drove a dark s ilve r 
C itroen P icasso, w h ich he used to transport h im se lf a long yeste rday 's  fate fu l route. 
He w as known to police a fte r being convicted o f a re la tive ly  m inor inc ident o f the ft 
from  his em p loyer 20 years ago, fo r w hich he received a 12 month suspended 
sentence in Ju ly  1990.

“He has tw o ch ildren to an ex w ife  w ho are aged 16 and 28. From 1978 to 1990 he 
w orked  fo r BNFL, until he w as d ism issed in re lation to his the ft conviction. He then 
w orked  fo r a couple o f years in the construction  industry before w ork ing as a taxi 
driver.

“Bird held a shotgun certifica te  since 1995 and had been renewed on a five  year 
basis. It w as due to be renewed in N ovem ber 2010. He also held a firearm s 
certifica te  since January 2007 w hich he w as granted fo r shooting verm in and 
recreational ta rge t practice. As part o f the licensing procedure Bird would have been 
vis ited  a t home.

“W e can now  confirm  tha t he had valid licences fo r the  possession o f the w eapons 
he used yesterday. A nyone w ho can shed som e ligh t on B ird's life; his hobbies, his 
lifesty le  o f his state o f mind, should contact police. A nyone w ho w itnessed a shooting 
o r shots being fired should contact police, and anyone w ho saw  Bird's C itroen 
P icasso yeste rday should contact us,

“ I w ou ld  like to thank the com m unity  fo r the ir support in th is d ifficu lt time. O nce again, 
C um bria  has proved itse lf to  be com passionate, strong and res is tant.”

“A N Y O N E  W ITH  INFO RM ATIO N TH A T TH E Y  TH IN K  CAN HELP OUR 
IN VESTIG ATIO N  IS URG ED TO  C O N TA C T US IM M ED IATELY  ON 0800 096 0095 .”
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