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S u b j e c t :  [WAPI] UK: British lawyer uses Facebookto serve court summons 

B ritish  la w y er  u se s  F a c e b o o k  to  se r v e  cou rt su m m o n s

■hltp:/7wwwJ:eMgrmh.co,uk/technoloQv/facebool</8.3R2.57Q/British-lawvpr-H<:;p<:;-F
a c e b o o k -to -se r v e -c o u r t-su m m o n s .h tm l

A  la w y er  h a s  u se d  F a c e b o o k  to  s e r v e  a  co u rt su m m o n s , in  w h a t is  b e lie v e d  to  
b e  th e  fir st  su c h  c a se  in  B rita in .

14 M ar 2011

S o lic ito r  H ila ry  T h o rp e  w a s  f in d in g  it  d ifficu lt to  g e t  a  d eb to r  to  a tten d  
cou rt to  a n sw e r  q u e s t io n s  a b o u t th e ir  f in a n ces .

W h en  a ll o v er  a v e n u e s  fa ile d , s h e  r eca lled  a  c a se  in  A u stra lia  in  w h ic h  th e  
S u p rem e  C ourt gave  p e r m is s io n  fo r  th e  so c ia l n e tw o rk in g  w e b s ite  to  b e  u s e d  
fo r  se r v in g  le g a l d o c u m e n ts .

S h e  w o n d e r e d  i f  a  B r itish  c o u r t  w o u ld  a c c e p t th e  s a m e  p r in c ip le .

E ven tu a lly , s ta f f  a t H a s t in g s  C o u n ty  C ourt in  E ast S u sse x  a c c e p te d  her  
req u est, a n d  M s T h o rp e  h a s  lo g g e d  o n to  F a ceb o o k  to  serv e  th e  c o u r t  ord er .

S h e  sa id  yesterd ay: "It is  g r e a t  to  s e e  th a t  th e  co u rts  a re  w illin g  to  
em b ra ce  n e w  te c h n o lo g y .

"We h a v e  h a d  g rea t tr o u b le  se r v in g  th e  d eb to r  in  q u e stio n .

"B eing a b le  to  u s e  F a c e b o o k  to  d o  s o  w ill  c er ta in ly  a s s is t  in  th e  c a s e  an d  
a llo w  o u r  c lie n t  c red ito r  th e  p o s s ib il ity  o f  o b ta in in g  fu rth er  in fo rm a tio n  
to  e n fo r c e  th e  debt."

W h ile  h a v in g  p r o b le m s  b r in g in g  th e  d eb to r  to  co u rt, M s T h o rp e  reca lled  a  
c a se  in  A u stra lia  in  2 0 0 8 .

In  th a t  ca se , la w y er  M ark  M cC orm ack , w h o  w a s  r e p r e se n tin g  a  fin a n c ia l 
le n d e r , a p p lie d  to  u s e  F a c e b o o k  to  se r v e  le g a lly -b in d in g  d o c u m e n ts  on  a  
co u p le .

H e  n e e d e d  to  in fo rm  th e m  th a t  th e y  h a d  lo s t  th e ir  h o m e  b e c a u se  th e y  h a d  
d e fa u lte d  o n  a  lo a n .

M r M cC orm ack  h a d  e a r lie r  fa ile d  se v e r a l t im e s  to  co n ta c t  th e  c o u p le  at th e ir  
h o u se  a n d  b y  em a il.

M s T h orp e , w h o  w o rk s fo r  th e  firm  G ab y  H ard w ick e  in  E a stb o u rn e , e x p la in e d  
sh e  h a d  tr ied  a ll th e  c o n v e n t io n a l m e th o d s  o f  try in g  to  c o n ta c t  th e  d eb tor .

T h e  c o m p a n y  sa id  o n  it s  w e b s ite :  "She h a d  e x h a u ste d  a ll c o n v e n tio n a l w a y s  o f  
try in g  to  c o n ta c t  th e  d e fe n d a n t.
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"As a last resort, she decided to make the application for  service via 
F a ceb ook , fo llo v d n g  th e  r e a so n in g  in  a s im ila r  A u stra lian  ca se .

G a b y  H ard w ick e  s u b m it te d  a n  a p p lic a t io n  o n  b e h a lf  o f  its  c lie n t , sh o w in g  th e  
d e fe n d a n ts  fr e q u e n t v is it s  to  F a c e b o o k  a n d  th e  r ea so n s  w h y  se r v ic e  in  th is  
w a y  w o u ld  b e  ap p rop ria te ."

M s T h o rp e  is  a  s e n io r  a s s o c ia te  s o lic ito r  in  th e  firm s c o m m e r c ia l l it ig a t io n  
d ep a r tm en t.

S h e  sp e c ia lis e s  in  d ir e c to r s  d is q u a lif ic a t io n s  a n d  in so lv e n c y  w o rk . S h e  h a s  
w o r k e d  fo r  G ab y  H a r d w ic k e  s in c e  J a n u a r y  2 0 0 9 .

S u b m itte d  by:

N e il  S h ep p a rd  -  M A B I & W A P I

R eg io n a l D irec to r

A llie d  D e te c tiv e s

C en tra l R e g io n a l O p e r a tio n s

P O  B o x  7149

D a v en try

N o r th a m p to n sh ir e  

N N i i  iB E

D ir e c t  T el: 0 8 4 5  6 4 3 1 9 2 3  S lg 'pe: A llie d -D e te c tiv e s-C e n O p s  
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[N o n -te x t  p o r t io n s  o f  th is  m e s s a g e  h a v e  b e e n  rem o v ed ]
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T h i s  i s  a  W o r l d  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  P r o f e s s i o n a i  I n v e s t i g a t o r s  s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e d  f r e e  o f  c h a r g e  f o r  W A P I  m e m b e r s  

a n d  n o n - m e m b e r s  a l i k e .

M e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h i s  E - G r o u p  d o e s  n e i t h e r  s i g n i f y  o r  i n f e r  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e  W o r i d  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  

P r o f e s s i o n a l  I n v e s t i g a t o r e .  V i e w s  e x p r e s s e d  h e r e  a r e  n o t  ( u n l e s s  s t a t e d  b y  a  G o v e r n i n g  C o u n c i l  M e m b e r )  

t h e  v i e w s  o f  t h e  W o r l d  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  P r o f e s s i o n a l  I n v e s t i g a t o r s .

E m a i l  i n f o @ w a p i . c o m  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  u s i n g  t h e  g r o u p .

T o  r e p l y  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a t o r  p r e s s  R e p l y  i n  y o u r  e m a i l  p r o g r a m .

T o  r e p l y  t o  t h e  g r o u p  p r e s s  R e p l y  A l l  i n  y o u r  e m a i l  p r o g r a m .

Y o u r  p o s t i n g s  m u s t  c o n t a i n  y o u r  F U L L  c o n t a c t  d e t a i l s  i n  y o u r  s i g n a t u r e  l i n e .

S i g n a t u r e  l i n e s  s h o u l d  n o t  e x c e e d  1 0  l i n e s .

T h e  M o d e r a t o r
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