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J o u rn a l is m  in  C o n te x t  M C 7  1121A  
M o n d a y  m o rn in g  10 am  S c re e n  1 (M R B )

I n t r o d u c t io n  to  A re a  o f  S tu d y

You will be introduced to the major theoretical debates  in the study of journalism . W e  will cover: 
the current crisis in journalism , questions of political pow er and the public sphere; ownership forms 
and how they are  changing; the role of audience: as well as regulation and representation. W e  will 
also look at journalism  as a narrative form. All these  debates will be  situated firmly in a current and 
practical context and you will be encouraged to m ake connections betw een form al lecturers, 
sem inar presentations and practical discussions of the  day’s events and how they are reported. 
Sessions will usually be 1 hour followed by a sem inar of 1 hour but m ay be extended if there are  
special events or speakers. This course will provide you with a theoretical underpinning for your 
work, which you will develop via personal study later in the year.

L e a rn in g  O u tc o m e s

A f te r  c o m p le tin g  th is  c o u rs e  y o u  s h o u ld  b e  a b le  to :

• A p p ly  concep tua l kno w led g e  in  o rder to  resea rch  and  w rite  ab o u t th e  fie ld  o f  jo u rn a lism .

• U n d erstan d  the  re la tio n sh ip  o f  jo u rn a lism  to  the  m ed ia  in d u stry  and  h o w  it can  be 
co n cep tua lised  th eo re tically .

• U n d erstan d  and  ev a lu a te  issues co n cern ed  w ith  au d ien ce  an d  w ith  p o litica l and  com m erc ial 
pow er.

• U n d erstan d  h o w  jo u rn a lism  tech n iq u es a re  u sed  to  rep resen t and  re flec t society.

• A p p ly  y o u r  kno w led g e  and  un d erstan d in g  to  a  critique o f  y o u r o w n  and  o th er w ork .

• U n d erstan d  th e  v a rio u s w ay s  in  w h ich  jo u rn a lism  is fu n d ed  an d  app ly  y o u r  kno w led g e  to  a  
p rac tica l p ro ject.

L e a r n in g  M e th o d s

Y o u  w il l  a t te n d  a  se rie s  o f  te n  le c tu re s  a n d  s e m in a rs  in  w h ic h  d isc u s s io n  is  e n c o u ra g e d .

A sse s sm e n t, Y o u  are  req u ired  to  subm it a  4 -7 0 0 0  w o rd  essay  re la ted  to  issues o f  jo u rn a lism  in  la te  
A u g u s t o r  S ep tem ber (see  in fo rm atio n  o n  h an d -in  d a tes) o r  a  4 -7 0 0 0  rep o rt o n  a  b u siness stra tegy  
w h ic h  y o u  h ave  p lan n ed  and  execu ted  ov er th e  year.

Practice Essay Marking Criteria
The marking criteria for theory essays are, in general:

• the extent to which the course learning outcomes have been achieved
• the originality, ambition, scope and relevance of the essay/project in terms of the topic 

being addressed
• the structure and form of the essay.
• the presentation of the essay in terms of attention to clarity of expression, clear 

print/handwriting, spelling and punctuation.

Postgraduate Essay Marking Guidelines
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D is tin c tio n : A  m a rk  o f 7 0 % -7 9 %  is aw arded w hen the essay dem onstrates the very effective 
application of appropriate knowledge, understanding and skills specified in the  learning outcom es  
of the course. T h e  outstanding w ork will show evidence of extensive relevant reading and an 
im pressive grasp of current major issues in the field. This knowledge will have been reviewed  
critically with insight and independence of thought. A rgum ents and the presentation of evidence  
will dem onstrate sophisticated reasoning, with c lear aw areness of issues of methodology and 
evidence, and be particularly clear, well focused and cogent.
A  m a rk  o f 8 0%  o r h ig h e r is aw arded w hen a candidate satisfies the  requirem ents for a distinction, 
but to an outstanding degree. Such w ork may be of publishable quality, and will be a significant 
contribution to debate  within the field.

P ass: A  m a rk  o f  6 0 -69 %  is aw arded when candidates dem onstrate the effective application of 
appropriate knowledge, understanding and skills specified in the  course learning outcom es. The  
essay will show consistency and fluency in discussing and evaluating evidence and theories drawn  
from a w ide range of sources. They will dem onstrate an ability to relate this reading to their topic, 
and will clearly have understood and assim ilated the relevant literature.

A  m a rk  o f  50 -59%  is aw arded w hen the essay dem onstrates the satisfactory application of 
appropriate knowledge, understandings and skills specified in the learning outcom es of the course. 
T h ere  is clear evidence of know ledge and understanding, but w here  there  m ay be limited 
developm ent of ideas, critical com m ent o r m ethodology. W ithin these limitations there will be 
indication that the candidate has grasped fundam ental concepts and procedures in the  field.

Fail: A  m a rk  b e lo w  50%  indicates that a candidate has dem onstrated an unsatisfactory 
application of appropriate knowledge, understandings and skills specified in the  production courses 
learning outcom es.

L e c tu r e  1 W h a t  is n ew s?

W hat is  th is  th in g  ca lled  new s?  Is  it a  co m m o d ity ?  I f  so  h o w  can  w e  describe  it?  I f  n o t th en  w h a t is 
it  an d  h o w  do w e  recogn ise  it?  Is  it a  q u estio n  o f  su b jec t m atte r o r  s im ply  o f  tim in g ?  C an  any th in g  
‘n e w ’ b e  new s?

T h is  lec tu re  w ill lo o k  a t stud ies o f  n ew s an d  a ttem p t a  u se fu l w ork ing  defin ition .

R ead in g :
* H a rcu p  T o n y  a n d  D ie rd re  O ’ N e i l l  (2 0 0 1 ) “W h a t is  N ew s?  G a ltu n g  a n d  Ruge R e v is ite d ” 
J o u rn a lis m  S tud ie s  V 0I2  (2 ) pg  2 6 1 -2 8 0 .

F u rth e r  read ing
G a ltu n g , J  a n d  Ruge, M .H .  ( 19 6 5 ) T he  S tru c tu re  o f  F o re ig n  New s, J o u rn a l o f  R esearch  
V 0I2  ( 1 ) 6 4 -9 1

M c Q u a il,  D e n n is  ( 19 9 4 ) “M a ss  C o o m u n ica t io n  T h e o ry ” Sage P u b ica tio n s: London .

T u n s ta ll Je re m y  Jo u rn a lis ts  a t w o rk , s p e c ia lis t  co rresponden ts: th e ir  new s 
o rg an iza tio n s , new s sources, a n d  com pe tito r-co lle agues  C a l i f o r n ia : Sage P u b lica t io n s , 
1 9 7 1 .
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T erh i R an tan en , (2009) W h en  N ew s w as  N ew  W iley -B lack w ell (C h ap te r 1)

L e c tu r e  2  I n te r e s t in g  to  th e  p u b l ic  o r  in  th e  in te re s ts  o f  th e  p u b lic :  w h a t  is n ew s  fo r?

N ew s has a  dual ro le ; it b o th  a  m ean s by  w h ich  peo p le  an d  in stitu tions can  te ll u s  th e  th in g s they  
w an t u s to  k n o w  (o r th e  th in g s th ey  th in k  w e shou ld  k n o w ) and  a lso  a  m ean s b y  w h ich  w e  find  o u t 
ab o u t the  th in g s  th a t am use, in te rest, scare  o r  am aze us.

W e w ill lo o k  a t th eo ries  o f  th e  p u b lic  sphere  and  the  ro le  o f  n ew s in  a  d em ocracy  and  ask  w h e th er 
th e  req u irem en ts  o f  d em ocracy  are  b e in g  served  by  to d a y ’s n ew s m ed ia  and  w h e th e r th e  n ew s 
m ed ia  sh o u ld  b e  serv ing  th em ?

R ead in g

* H ab e rm as  , J  (1973) T h e  P u b lic  Sphere, in  M arris  P  an d  T h o rn to n  S eds (1999) M ed ia  S tudies 
a  r e a d e r . E d in b u rg h , U n iversity  o f  E d in b u rg h  Press.

C u rran , Jam es, S han to  Iy engar, A n k e r B rin k  L u n d  an d  In k a  S alovaara-M oring , Media System, 
public knowledge and democracy: a comparative study in  Jam es C u rran  (2011) M e ia  and  
D em o cracy , R o u tled g e

F ra se r  N  (1997) R eth in k in g  T h e  P u b lic  Sphere: A  C o n trib u tio n  to  th e  critique  o f  A c tu a lly  E x isting  
D em o cracy  in  C a lh o u n  C  , H ab erm as an d  T h e  P u b lic  S p h ere . L o n d o n  M IT  Press. 
h t t p : / / w w w . j s t o r .o r g / s t a b l e / 4 6 6 2 4 0 ? s e q = i

H i n d m a n ,  M a tth e w , (2 0 0 9 )  T h e  M y th  o f  D ig ita l  D e m o c ra c y , P r in c e to n  U n iv e r s i ty  P re s s ,  
P r in c e to n

D ah lg ren , P e te r  and  C o lin  S parks, Jo u rn a lism  and  P o p u la r C u ltu re , S age 1992 (C h ap te rs  1 and  2) 
C u rran . J  (1 9 9 1 ), M ass M ed ia  an d  D em ocracy : a  re-ap p ra isa l in  C urran , J  and  G urev itch , M  ed. 
M ass  M ed ia  an d  S ocie ty  E d w ard  A rno ld .

C o u n c il o f  E u ro p e  (2009). ‘D ec la ra tio n  o f  th e  C o m m ittee  o f  M in is te rs  o n  th e  ro le  o f  com m unity  

m ed ia  in  p ro m o tin g  social cohesion  an d  in tercu ltu ra l d ia lo g u e ’ . 

h ttp s ://w c d .c o e . in t/V iew D oc.j sp ? id = 1409919

D ig ita l B rita in  (2 0 0 9 ). ‘F in a l R e p o rt.’ Department for Business, Innovation and Skills (BIS) and the 
Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS). 
h ttp ;//w w w .d cm s.g o v .u k /w h a t_ w e_ d o /b ro ad castin g /6 2 16 .asp x

H o u se  o f  L o rd s  S e lec t C om m ittee  o n  C om m u n ica tio n s (2 0 0 8 a). ‘T h e  ow n ersh ip  o f  th e  new s. V o l I:

R e p o r t’. N orw ich : T h e  S ta tionery  O ffice  L im ited . A v a ilab le  at:

h ttp ://w w w .p u b lica tio n s .p a rliam en t.u k /p a /ld 2 0 0 7 0 8 /ld se lec t/ld co m u n i/1 2 2 /1 2 2 i.p d f

H o u se  o f  L o rd s  S e lec t C o m m ittee  o n  C o m m unica tions (2008b). ‘T h e  ow n ersh ip  o f  th e  new s. V ol

II: E v id e n c e .’ N o rw ich : T h e  S ta tionery  O ffice  L im ited .
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E n g e l M ath ew , (1996) T ick le  T h e  P u b lic . L o n d o n , V ic to r G o llancz

L e c tu r e  3  T h e  M e a n in g  o f  W o rd s

H o w  do w e  choose  an d  use  w ord s?  H o w  do w e  s tru c tu re  rep o rts?  W e w ill lo o k  a t lan g u ag e  and  
d isco u rse  th eo ries  as th ey  re la te  to  n ew s and  th in k  ab o u t h o w  w e filte r and  shape th e  th in g s  w e  say 
and  w rite  th ro u g h  th e  len s  o f  ou r o w n  experience.

H all, S (1997) “T h e  W o rk  o f  R ep resen ta tio n ” P p  13-75 R epresen ta tion : C u ltu ra l R ep resen ta tio n s 
and  S ig n ify in g  P ractices, L o n d o n  S age
B o u rd ieu , P ie rre  (1991) L an g u ag e  an d  S ym bolic  P o w er, C am b rid g e , P o lity  P ress 
C o lem an , R en ita , M axw ell M cC om bs, D o n a ld  S h aw  an d  D av id  W eav er (2009) A g en d a  Setting , in  
K a rin  W ah l-Jo rg en sen  and  T h o m as H an itzsch . T h e  H an d b o o k  o f  Jo u rn a lism  S tu d ies  R o u tledge  
E n tm an . M . R obert, Jo rg  M atth ies  and  L y n n  P e llican o  (2009') N a tu re  S o urces and  E ffec ts  o f  N ew s 
F ram in p . in K a rin  W ah l-Jo rg en sen  an d  T h o m as H an itz sch , T h e  H an d b o o k  o f  Jo u rn a lism  S tud ies 
R o u tled g e
H all S tu art (1994) C u ltu ra l Id en tity  and  D iasp o ra  in  P a trick  W illiam s and  L au ra  C h rism an  eds 
C o lo n ia l D isco u rse  an d  P o st-C o lo n ia l T h e o ry , N ew  Y o rk , C o lu m b ia  U n iv ersity  Press.
S aid , E d w ard  W . (1995) [1978]: Orientalism. L o ndon : P en g u in
S o n tag , S usan . (1989) A ID S  and  Its  M etaphors. F arrar, S traus and  G iroux , N e w  Y ork;
M cG reg o r. S usan .M . F ou n ta in e  Ju d y  M  R eco n stru c tin g  G ender fo r th e  2U* C en tu rv :N ew s M ed ia  
F ram in g  o f  P o litica l W o m en  in  N e w  Z ea lan d
h ttp ://w eb en ro l.m assev .ac .n z /m assev /fm s/C o lleg es/C o lleg e% 2 0 o f% 2 0 B u sin ess/N Z C W L /p d fs/JM c
G reg o rS F o u n ta in eP ap er.p d f.

L e c tu r e  4  T h e  M e a n in g  o f  P ic tu re s
H o w  d o  w e  choose  im ag es?  H o w  to  w e  fram e th em ?  H o w  do w e  sequence th em ?
P ic tu re s  d o n ’t  ju s t  te ll th e  ob jec tiv e  story , b u t revea l th e  sub jective
p e rsp ec tiv e  o f  th e  n ew s g a th e re r’s eye. N ew s co v erag e  o f  d issidence , from  th e  1984 M in e rs’ strike  
to  th e  20 0 9  G 20 p ro tests , ch a llenges assu m p tio n s o f  im p artia lity ; U G C  fo o tage  can  convey  an  
a lte rn a tiv e  tru th ; and  ev en  ob jec tiv e  im ag es o f  d isad v an tag e  an d  p o v erty  can  re in fo rce  social 
ex c lu sio n .

R ead in g :
B e rry , M ik e  and  P h ilo , G reg  (2006) Israe l and  P alestine : C o m peting  
h is to r ie s  C am bridge: P lu to
C h o m sk y , N o am  (2002) M ed ia  C on tro l: T h e  S p ec tacu la r A ch iev em en ts  o f  
P ro p ag an d a , N Y : S ev en  S to ries P ress
v an  D ijch , B ernadette , (20 0 2 ) S creen in g  G ender G ender P o rtray a l A n d  
P ro g ra m m e  M ak ing
R o u tin es[h ttp ://6 6 .102 .1 .10 4 /sch o la r?q = cach e :K am d A P IX lJ8 J:sch o la r. google.com /-i-fem  
a le+  politician-i-representation-t^m edia& hl=en]
K a ld o r, K u m ar et a l (20 0 9 ) G lobal C iv il S ocie ty  2009 ; P o v erty  and  
A c tiv ism , L ondon ; Sage
M iln e , S eum as (2004) T h e  E n em y  W ith in ; T h a tch e r’s S ecre t W ar A g a in st the  
M in e rs , L ondon: V erso
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L e c tu r e  5 W h o  M a k e s  N ew s: jo u rn a l is t s  a n d  th e i r  s o u rc e s

W ho m ak es n ew s and  w h ere  do th ey  co m e fro m ?  W e to u ch e d  o n  th is  issue in  th e  first lec tu re  and  
w e  re tu rn  to  it b ecau se  o f  its  cen tral im portance . T he p eo p le  w e  ta lk  to , lis ten  to , g ive  a  p la tfo rm  to  
help  to  c rea te  o u r sense  o f  w hat is new s. T h o se  w ho  a re  in v isib le  and  u n h ea rd  can n o t co n tribu te  to  
deb a te  o r he lp  shape th e  narra tiv e  o f  o u r  society .

M an n in g , P  (2001) N ew s and  N ew s S ources: A  c ritica l in troduction . L on d o n , Sage.
P h illip s  A n g e la  (20 0 9 ) O ld  S o u rces:N ew  B o ttles  in  F en to n ,N  ed  N e w  M ed ia  O ld  N ew s. S age 2009  
P h illip s  A n g e la  (2008) W ho Speaks, E ide , E , K u n e liu s  R , P h illip s , A  T h e  M u h am m ed  C artoons 
C o n troversy ,
P h illip s  A n g e la  (20 0 8 ) O u rse lv es  and  O u r O thers, T h e  M u h am m ed  C arto o n s C on troversy , 
N o rd ico m , fo rth co m in g
G o ld ing  and  E llio tt (1997) N ew s V a lu es  and  P ro d u c tio n  p p  632-639  in  M arris  an d  T ho rn to n , M ed ia  
S tu d ies  : A  R ead er, E d in b u rg h  U n iv ersity  P ress
H all, S e t a l T h e  S ocia l P ro d u c tio n  o f  N ew s, p p  645 - 651 in  M arris  and  T h o rn to n , M ed ia  S tudies 
:A  R ead er, E d in b u rg h  U n iversity  P ress
S ch u d sen  M , (2000) T h e  S o c io logy  o f  N ew s P ro d u c tio n  R ev is ited  (A gain ), in  C u rren  and  G urev itch
eds M ass  M ed ia  and  S ociety , A rn o ld
K eeb le . R , S o u rc ing  T h e  n ew s in  T h e  N ew sp ap ers  H an d b o o k

N O  L E C T U R E  O N  W E E K  SIX  (P R E S S  C O N F E R E N C E  IN S T E A D )

L e c tu r e  6  W h o  o w n s th e  n ew s?

O w n e rs h ip  c o n tro l  a n d  th e  p o w e r  o f  th e  n ew s m e d ia

‘‘'T h is  is th e  o n e  m o m e n t in  o u r  liv es  to  d o  s o m e th in g  a b o u t  th e  c o n c e n tra t io n  o f  m e d ia  
o w n e r s h ip ' C h r is  M u lle n  M P , T o d a y  P r o g ra m m e  23*^  ̂A u g u s t 2011 .

D o es it m atte r  w ho  o w n s n ew s o u tle ts?  Is  p u b lic  o w n ersh ip  be tte r th an  p riv a te  o w nersh ip  in  the 
p ro d u c tio n  o f  n ew s?  W e w ill d iscuss th e  im pact o f  m e d ia  o w nersh ip  o n  th e  w o rk in g s o f  
dem o cracy .

H o u se  o f  L o rd s  S e lec t C om m ittee  o n  C o m m u n ica tio n s (2008a). ‘T he o w n ersh ip  o f  th e  new s. V o l I:

R e p o r t’. N orw ich : T h e  S ta tionery  O ffice  L im ited . A v a ilab le  at;
h ttp ://w w w .p u b lica tio n s.p a rliam en t.u k /p a /ld 2 0 0 7 0 8 /ld se lec t/ld co m u n i/1 2 2 /1 2 2 i.p d f

H o u se  o f  L o rd s S e lec t C o m m ittee  o n  C o m m u n ica tio n s (2008b). ‘T h e  ow n ersh ip  o f  th e  new s. V ol

II: E v id e n c e .’ N o rw ich ; T h e  S ta tionery  O ffice  L im ited .

C u rran , Jam es, and  Jean  S eaton , P o w er W ith o u t R esp o n sib ility , R ou tledge

L e c tu r e  7 : C h a n g in g  N ew s M o d e ls  a n d  D e m o c ra c y
H as  th e  p ro life ra tio n  o f  n ew  en tran ts  changed  th e  b a lan ce  o f  p o w er?

H in d m an , M atth ew , (2009) T h e  M y th  o f  D ig ita l D em o cracy , P rin ce to n  U n iv ersity  P ress, P rince ton
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C h arlie  B eck e tt (2008) S uperm ed ia: S av ing  Jo u rn a lism  so th a t it can  save th e  w orld . B lackw ell 
J e f f  Jarv is  (2009) W hat w o u ld  G o o g le  D o ?  H arp er C o llin s
T am ara  W itsch g e  (20 1 1 ) C h an g in g  A u d ien ces C h an g in g  Jo u rn a lism  in , C h an g in g  Jo u rn a lism  , 

R o u tled g e

R ob inson , Sue: T h e  In stitu tio n a lisa tio n  o f  O n line  N e w s Jo u rn a lism  P rac tice  v o l 1 n o  3 p  305-321 

D eu ze  M ark : P rep arin g  fo r an  age  o f  p a rtic ip a to ry  new s, (ib id ) P  322

L e c tu r e  8  T h e  F u tu r e  o f  th e  N ew s B u sin ess .

T h e  b u sin ess  o f  n ew s is  chan g in g  v e ry  fast ac ro ss  th e  w o rld . W e lo o k  a t th e  w ay s in  w h ich  business 

an d  g o v ern m en t a re  try in g  to  m ak e  sense  o f  th e  ch an g es (w ith  p a rticu la r  re fe ren ce  to  th e  U K ).

A u le tta , K . (2009) Googled: The end of the world as we know It, N e w  Y ork: P en g u in
P h illip s  A n g e la  and  T am ara  W itsch g e  (2011) T h e  C h an g in g  B usiness o f  N ew s: su sta inab ility  o f

n ew s jo u rn a lism  in  C h ang ing  Jo u rn a lism , R outledge.

S ilv e r Jam es, (30 Ju n e  2009) C an  R u p ert M u rd o ch  save  o n lin e  new s?  W ired  M agazine  

h ttp ://w w w .w ired .co .u k /w ired -m ag az in e /arch iv e /2 0 0 9 /0 8 /s ta rt/can -m u rd o ch -sav e-o n lin e-n ew s.asp x  
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