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Th is  course is taken by M ed ia  and Com m un ications students in  the ir secondyear. 

Introduction:
T he course is designed to  enable you  to  bu ild  on  and  im prove th e  skills you  began  to  
learn  in  years 1 o r 2 b y  w orking  as a  team  on  E ast L ondon  L ines, th e  on line new s w ebsite 
w h ich  is run  by  G oldsm iths jo u rn a lism  students.

Lea rn in g  Outcomes:
B y  the end o f  the course  y ou  should  be able to:

1. A pply  an  understand ing  o f  genre and  audience.
2. C ritically  evaluate  argum ents and  assum ptions, fram e appropriate  questions and m ake 
judgm en ts, in  a  w ide range o f  research  situations rela ted  to  develop ing  skills in 
journalism .
3. D evise and sustain  argum ents w ith in  jo u rn a lis tic  conventions and  recogn ize  the  lim its 
o f  those  conventions
4. D em onstrate  a personal p rose  style and  an  understand ing  o f  the  d ifferen t genres and 
styles w ith in  jou rna lism , such  as new s, features, in terv iew s etc.
5. U nderstand  and app ly  the  w riting  and p roduction  processes fo r on line  jou rna lism .

T he qualities and transferab le  skills acqu ired  w ill be:
6 . T he exercise o f  in itia tive  and personal responsib ility .
7. D ecision-m aking  in  com plex  and  unpred ic tab le  contexts.
8 . The ability  to  com m unicate  in form ation , know ledge and concepts to  a  non-specialist 
audience th rough  journalism .

Lea rn ing  Method:
Y o u  w ill w ork  as part o f  a  team  to  provide new s, and o ther m aterial fo r the  E ast L ondon 
L ines w ebsite  w hich  p rovides a  new s, listings and  features service to  the com m unities 
along  the  E ast L ondon  L ine. T his course teaches the  w eb jo u rn a lism  skills that are 
curren tly  in  dem and. Y o u  w ill learn  h o w  to  sub-ed it and use w eb  softw are. Y ou m ust be 
prepared  to  contribute to  group analysis o f  all w o rk  produced. Ind iv idual tu to ria ls w ill be 
p rovided  as required.

Portfo lio :
D uring  the  course you w ill bu ild  up  a  portfo lio  fo r subm ission  at the  end  o f  term  
conlprisirig:
-  A  m in im um  o f  th ree short orig inal new s pieces (300-400 w ords each)
- A n  in terv iew  (800-1000 w o rds)
- A  general feature (800-1000 w o rd s)
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A ll should  be suitable fo r use  on line  and be applicab le to  the p articu lar audience and 
geographical area  covered  by  th e  E ast L ondon  L ine. -

Assessment:
P o rtfo lio  Assessment (60%)
L earn ing  outcom es w ill be assessed  b y  exam ination  o f  a  portfo lio  o f  your w ork  as 
described  above.
1. The am bition  o f  the  w ork.
2. T he understanding  o f  genre and  audience.
3. T he varie ty  and appropriateness o f  sources used  across the  portfo lio .
4. T he quality o f  analysis.
5. T he structure and style o f  th e  w ork  (including  spelling  and punctuation).

C lass W o rk  Assessment (40%) >
6. C onsistent attendance
7 . A n  understanding  o f  the  p rocesses o f  w eb  production .
8. W riting  skills
9. E d iting  skills

P lease keep and  hand-in  bo th  orig inal cop ies and screen prin t outs o f  y o u r w ork  fo r final 
assessm ent.

Please ensure you re fer to the handbook ‘Pocke t guide to media law  and ethics’ 
ava ilab le  on learn.gold when w rit in g  a ll a rtic les.

IM P O R T A N T  IN F O R M A T IO N :
T in s  IS  A  P U B L IC  W E B  S IT E . O N L Y  W O R K  C H E C K E D  A N D /O R  A G R E E D  
B Y  Y O U R  T U T O R  C A N  B E  U P -L O A D E D . A N Y  B R E A C H  O F  T H IS  R U L E  
W I L L  R E S U L T  IN  D IS C IP L IN A R Y  A C T IO N .

Please  be aw are th at th is  course com prises h a lf  o f  all your m arks th is  te rm  and  th at you 
are expected to  spend at least 50%  o f  the  w eek  engaged  in  jo u rna lism . T h a t m eans that 
y o u r w eekly  T uesday  w orkshop  day  m akes up less th an  h a lf  o f  the  tim e  w e expect you  to  

, spend each  w eek  on  th is  course and therefo re  you  w ill be expected to  spend  the 
equivalen t o f  ano ther day  and a  h a lf  each  w eek  o n  w ork  rela ted  to  the  course.

F ir s t  h a lf  o f term:
W orkshops w ill p repare you  to  w ork  fo r E L L  and  refresh  the basics o f  new s and feature 
w riting  that you w ere taugh t in  the  In troduction  course  as w ell as the  specific skills for 
w ork ing  online on  E L L . W eekly  assignm ent dead lines w ill norm ally  be  fo r the fo llow ing  
M onday  night. It is expected  th a t som e o f  yo u r assignm ents w ill be  su itab le  fo r use o n

■ • ■ .
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ELL .

Second h a lf o f term:
In  th e  second h a lf  o f  term  each  w orkshop  w ill com m ence w ith  a  new s conference led  by  
students from  the postgraduate jo u rn a lism  courses. Y ou  w ill be  w ork ing  p rincipally  as a 
reporting  team  w hich  m eans you  are expected  to  p roduce stories across the w hole w eek 
th a t w ill com m issioned and  th en  ed ited  by  M A  students.

Som e o f  y ou  w ill also be g iven  ‘sh ad o w ’ ro les to  w ork  w ith  the  post-graduates in order to 
prepare y ou  fo r full editorial contro l w h ich  m ay  s ta rt in the  last tw o  w eeks o f  term . Y ou 
take  over ed itorial control o f  th e  site fo r the  first h a lf  o f  the au tum n  term  in  your third 
year.
E ach  w eek, you  w ill be requ ired  to  p roduce o rig inal copy fo r the  w ebsite , linked  to  the 
specialist beats/areas you  have chosen. T he tasks w ill vary  and w ill be organised  by  your 
tu to r and  the  executive team  o f  postg raduate  students. Y our final portfo lio  w ill be 
expected  to  derive largely  from  th is  w ork.

In  the  afternoons, students w ill be w ork ing  on  stories fo r the  w ebsite , subediting  copy or 
hav ing  tu to ria ls in respect o f  th e ir  ind iv idual portfo lios.

Tim etable:
W eek  One:
A M :
In troduction  to the course and to  E ast L ondon  L ines.
B riefing  on portfo lio  requ irem ents; contacts; team s; w ork ing  y o u r patch  
PM ;
H o w  the  E L L  site w orks, h o w  it w as set up. K ey  stories fo r the areas. H o w  w riting for 
the  w eb d iffers from  print: live b logging, updates, SEO. U sing  social m ed ia  to  prom ote 
th e  site and your stories.

Assignm ent: Team  research repo rt on yo u r E L L  area

W eek  Two:
A M :
P resen ta tion  o f  area  reports and d iscussion  o f  new s and feature ideas. R ecap  on  ho w  to 
recognise  and develop a  new s story. T he im portance o f  local new s: w ork ing  your patch  
and develop ing  sources and  contacts; dealing  w ith  police, courts and councils. O nline 
research, including  use o f  social m edia.
PM :
Features: h o w  do w e recogn ize  and develop  featu res fo r E L L  such  as M eet T he T rader or 
fo r the  arts o r people slots.

Assignm ent: F ind ing , research ing and w rit in g  a loca l news story o f 350 words

W eek  Three:
A M :  .

■ ‘ ' -

- -  ■ ' V  . - I - :
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F eedback  on assignm ent. R ecap  on  w riting  new s stories; E L L  style book. R ecap  on  
in terv iew  skills: H o w  conducting  in terv iew s are crucial fo r all jo u rn a lism ; U sing  quotes 
effectively  
PM :
In terv iew  types: new s, feature, arts, v o x  pop etc. T he im portance o f  the in terv iew  in 

' features; exam ples. V o x  pop b riefing

Assignments:
l . A  vox pop on a cu rren t issue.
2 Develop two E L L  interview/news feature ideas

W eek  Four:
A M :
F eedback  on  v ox  pops and E LL in terv iew  ideas. H o w  to  be a  sub editor. Sub-editing and 
headline w riting  exercises.
PM :
S tructuring longer pieces o f  w riting ; exam ples, d iscussion

Assignm ent: F in d  and w rite  a news based feature o r short in terv iew  fo r E L L  o f 400- 
SOOwords

W eek  Five:
A M :
F eedback  on  new s features/in terv iew s
B riefing  on  w ork ing  fo r ELL : C opy up load ing  and  m anagem ent, online subbing, 
categories, style,
link ing  and  tagging , headlines, SEO . P ictures: H o w  to select and  use im ages effectively; 
sourcing, attribu tion , copyright. H o w  to  size and upload.
PM :
B riefing  on  ed itorial control: E d ito ria l ro les and  responsib ilities. The im portance o f  
editorial m eetings, respecting  dead lines and  w ork ing  as a  team .
B riefing  on  portfo lio  requirem ents and  d iscussion  o f  ideas fo r in terv iew s and  features

Assignments:
1 F in d  three loca l story ideas fo r f irs t  news conference
2 P repare  ideas/drafts fo r portfo lios

W eek  Six:
W e w ould  like to  m ain ta in  the  site ov er m onito ring  w eek  and w ill be ask ing  students to 
vo lun teer fo r th is.

W eeks Seven to Ten:
A M : ,.

N ew s conference 
W riting  an d  ed iting  fo r E L L

P M : I- ' ..  . -

iS:?; r.“’ •’! ■■■ .. /. .. . -
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Working on ELL
Group and individual tutorials

Week Eleven:
Recap and de-brief; What we have learned.
Portfolio assignments to be handed in.

PLEASE HAND IN TWO COPIES OF YOUR PORTFOLIO IN TWO 
SEPARATE FOLDERS WITH YOUR NAME/NUMBER ON EACH.
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