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Phone hacking: John Yates’s resignation statement in
full

The flitl text of the statement given by Metropolitan Police Assistant Commissioner
John Yates following his resignation in the wake of the phone-hacking scandal.
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Earlier on this afternoon I informedthe Home Secretary, the Mayor of London and the Chair of the Police
Authority of my intention to resign as Assistant Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police Service. It is
with great regret that I make this decision after nearly 30 years as a police officer.

I wish to pay tribute to the many fine officers and police staff with whom I have served. I will miss them
hugely, but I know that they will continue to do their utmost to protect the public and of course this great
capital city.

Wein the Police Service are truly accountable, Those of us who take on the most difficutt jobs clearly
have to stand up and be counted when things go wrong. However, when we get things wrong, we say so
and try and put them right. As I have said very CecenUy, it is a matter of great personal regret that those
potentially affected by p~h~ne~h~a~ck!ng~(~h~ttp5~!~/www~!e~egra.ph~c~9~;uk!new§~uknews~h£ne:.h~ac~k!ng~were
not dealt with appropriately.
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Sadly, there continues to be a huge amount of inaccurate, ill-informed and on occasion downright
malicious gossip published about me personally. This has the potential te be a significant distraction in
my current role as the national lead for counter-terrorism.

I see no prospect of this improving in the coming weeks and months as we approach one of the most
important events in the history of the Metropolitan Police Service, the 2012 Olympic Games. Thee threats

that we face in the modi~m world are such that ! would never forgive myself if ! was unable to give total
commitment to the task of protecting London and the country during this period. I simply cannot.let this
situation continue.

It is a matter of great personal frustration that despite my efforts, on a numbe~" ofoccasions, to explain
the_true_facts_surrounding~Ly_ml~in_tb~atte~ there remains confusion about what
exactly took place.

I have acted with complete integrity and my conscience is clear. I look forward to the future Judgeqed
inquiry where my role will be examined in a proper and calmer environment and where my actions will be
judged on the evidence rather than on innuendo and speculation as they are at present.
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