ﬁ&z@fm e Sonraal

F00 Wm0w K A

For Distribution to CPs

Semiion Mews

Edition: North

Date: 26 November 2010
Page: 4

Councillors won’t
interview teachers
over Gaelic

ONE COMPARES COUNCIL POSITION TO NAZI
GERMANY, AS PAIR WITHDRAW FROM PANEL

BY IAIN GRANT

Two far north members of Highland Couneil
have withdrawn from interviewing prospective
head teachers after learning the applicants
would be expected to support Gaelic language

and culture.

John Rosie and Donnie
Mackay are “appalled” that
this is incuded in the job
specification for the vacan-
cigs in two Thurse pri-
marias.

And Mr Rosie claimed #
echoes of the need for people
to have had party member-
ship 16 zet 4 job in pre-war
Hitler's Gemany,

Mr Resie and Mr Macksay
were. due to take part in in-
terviewing candidates for va-
vancies at Mount Pleasant
and Permsyland schools,

But the two Thurso inde-
pendent members pulled out
after discovering that the ori-
teris for assessing the abil-
tties of the candidates inclad-
ed “support for the Gaelic
language and culture”.

Mr Rosie said yesterday: “1
think it’s appalling and Don-
e agrees with me

“To me, I's reminiscent of
15205 Europe where people

had to sigo up to the parky o

get ajob.”

Mr Rosie clarified that his
analogy vefers 1o the Third
Redch in Hitler’s Gennany

Wick councillor Bill Bernie,
who chalrs the couneil’s ed-
ueation, oulture and sport
commitiee, vesterday cop-
demned his collesgues’ last
yoinute witlelrawal from the
friterview panels.

He said: “The interviews
have heen get up for some
time and it’s hardly helpful
o these two coanotlions o
devide so near the intervews
that they disagres with part
of the personal spee that has
been in place for some con-
sideralie thue and has been
used for candidates o many
schools.”

He said the canvassing of

support for Gaelic 8 ncor-
porated in the atheerts foe all
conped] posts in Keeping with
the council’s commitment o

giving Gaclic the same statos
axs Engligh.

He added: “They should
not be trying to make po-
Yitical capital ont of & normal
erpplovment process and 1
hope we are able to find re-
placerments for the panels &
such short notice.”

He also took issue with
Councillor Rosie’s refgrence
o Mozl Germany, He said "F
he is comparing the coungdl
1o the Third Reieh, T think Iie
bas lost all perspective in this
mater”

Mr Bosle sdso accused ths
Seedtish Government of G-
ing to reveal how much pub-
lic money has been spent on
the promotion of Gaelic

A Beottish Government
spoiesman said it oomld ondy
give 4 hreakdown of costs n-
curred in implementing the
Government's own Gaelic
language plan.

The spokesman added: “If
Mr Hosle is not satisfied with
the response we have given,
he has the right o lodge an
appeal with the Information
Comrnigsioner.

“The Scottish Govermument

carrently speruds around
Ezamilion anoually on Gael-
ic. Spending on Gaelic makes
up 0.07% of the overall Scot-
tish budget.”

John Rosie: Nazi claim
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