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IN THE MATTER OF THE LEVESON INQUIRY INTO THE CULTURE, PRACTICES AND ETHICS
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This is the exhibit marked "KRM11" referred to in the witness statement of Keith Rupert Murdoch

dated the 12th day of April 2012.
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Where~s-- ;--- " ; " .......... " ’"-"" "

.-(I)

Cnn-qent in a case of ur~enc.Y to transfers-of news~awers not ~ ¯

" economic, aS ,~oin~. concerns. and" intended to continue as separate ..
..-¯ ¯ .~-" :. , ..~¯i ¯.. :¯ ..: _,..:.~.....:..~ :.’¯- -’L’.’-"__ ___~ws~=.e~s, , ,. ,.¯ ., . ..- :. ~.,....¯ ..¯ .,,’,,,,~’ ¯.... ,-¯ .......-?- .. ¯

....;¯ ....
,, :¯¯

" " ’ "" "’:;"’" t..iNews.Interndtioi, al I;~.m~.ted .(,,~r~,,) i~. a.new~l~a~er "’ "" ". I
°

¯.     .       "~     . .    ..               ", ~            ¯

Oroprie~or whose    spaper ~ave ans.      . averag~ =’.m~culatiem per .day ,

..    ¯ ".     .¯°"

-
,. ... . .       - ....... ...’... ¯ , -1"..:.:. .’g’.. ....0,,,’:. ..... .,-. ..:"¯ : 5oo,o 50 Or =ore ao ie ,  zso a.£ount n , t at of

The, Sunday Times, to. 500,000 or more¯ copiesj " ~. ~ "
¯ , . , ., ¯ . ’ ¯ -:

¯L        .,
¯ ¯                                                                                                      ; . ,..

"" " -(2)- ¯The "Times a-~ The S~mday Times ..are "newspapers of which;

The .Thoms6n Organisati on Limit ed is .-a. newspaper’ proprietor;. . t. ::-
,¯,                                         .                          , "¯                 .,,

.¯.           :    ,.                     ¯ -                           .     ". ¯, -... ¯                         ¯.’. :’..¯ . ..

"(5) the Secretary Of State receive.d,’on2~ Januar~ 1981" an "
"¯.     "" . ¯ ¯       ¯, ,,, o     "

āppli_"cation_, for". . hi-"s, consent.~ ¯ to. the ..... transfer of:each. .. ..of... The Times¯ .’
...... .,:;~:’.    - . .... ... ¯. , -~’i :.¯, ...=,:..,.:..,~.:, . . :~- :<.. .. .?., ..: " , ;.-,. ¯and. The .Sunday Times to¯"lq’lL; .. ¯ " " ¯ ""¯"¯ , ¯ ¯ ..

. . ¯ ,,

(~) the Secretary of S tate is satisfied that neither
, ° ¯

The Times nor The Sunday Times is economic, as a ~O~J~g concern

and as a ~eparate newspaper and that if, in each case, the

newspaper in question is to continue as a separate newspaper

the case is one of urgency:
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Now, therefore, the Secretary of Statm, puz’suant to

se  io ¯¯58(3) "Fair Traazng :~c~ 1975~ hereby

consents to the transfer of ¯each of The Times an~ The Sm~ay : i

¯ Times fromtheThoms0n Organisation Limi~e~ ~o ,~!.L without’’’L-’~.~t

requiring a report from the Monopolies an~ Mergers Commission

under secti6n ~,j o£. that Act: but subj act to the Zoilowi~ :

conditions:    ¯           ~¯ ¯ ¯    ¯ ¯ " ¯¯. ¯:    ! ¯ ~

"- " q Publication-o£ the newspapers tTansfer~ed;¯ shall be-
o, ¯¯ .... ~ ¯ ¯ ¯ ¯ . ¯: ~ ° ¯ ¯ ¯t

as¯ separate newspapers,¯ " . ¯: ....
".

2 ."N~L shall not without the. consent¯ of a majority Of

’ ~ .i~iepehdent: natiohai~ directors -~c,r %he .~ime ~eing of

o

°

¯ Times News~ape~Eoldings Limited (TNH~L)do anything, Or

.~rocu~e or permit a~hing to be¯done; which shall resul
.

.

JL~

(i) NIL,.by reason-of any transfer, ceasing, to be a._

: newspaper proprietor ’in relati6~ to The Times or

The Suz~lay Times, or

(ii). either¯ T NHL or Times News~aP,,rs Limited (TNL)

ceasin~ito be a subsidiary. (witl:t~n the meanin~ "of

Section f15% of the Companies Act f1948)of NILe’ or.

(iii) TNL sellin=o or otherwise disposin~ of any

interest in The Times¯ or The Su~.~.day Times, ~ ....

.°
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3 ¯ (a) BeZore either of the transfers.to which this

" .consent. =elates takes .ef£ect¯the ALrl;;icles of-. :
¯

......... .:            . .. .

¯̄ Ass6ciatio~ 0£ T}#~q~ ’shali have been alte~e"~ ~o give. i

" efZect to¯ the ~equi~ement set out. beiow¯¯ ~’Ja dra£t.... ¯ ¯ ¯ - ¯ " ’    . ..... L... H~ ....

"0f the resolution so altering the.~:’ticles shall, h~ve
¯ ..           . .      ...¯ .    .’"             . .                                                           " .

been appro.ved by the’ Secr.etary. o£ Btate:.as givingl ,. ¯

eZfect" ~o that requi’rement.    ¯ . ¯
.¯                     ¯"                        ¯ ¯                                             .

: (b) The s~d requirement is that the number o£ ¯’:
¯ . . . . ¯.. ¯" . ,. ¯ . ¯ . "%%¯ . ¯

¯ ¯ . .¯ ¯. . ¯

¯ ¯ ¯ ind.epe~ent zmtienal, directors shal-i .be .inc~. ease~-., f~om
¯

... ,. "     . "" °°.; ¯ "¯

to IS.6:1  no  er 0=i  iZ b, & ;po te  or
: ¯ removed £~0m" the of£~c’e bf independent natio~i~i"" ’

~ i; ; ~: > :~:ii :~ ° ~ ~: :~ i~i~ct°r, i~ci~d~ s~c~ a~i~onal-~e=~ons~h~ut the
approval of the majority of t-he independent natiohal

"~ directors at the time of the app6intment" Or remove. "
¯ . ¯¯ . -. . , ’.

¯ : .          . ,. -. ¯ . ,. , .. . .. 0" ~.. .:
¯ = ..... .¯.:¯

.. z~. (a) Before either of the said’tr~usfers ta~es effec~
~ ¯ ~j! i i°i~~’.’~~.~" ~: .... .~: ’~ " ~ ~~ ~ ~ : ~’:

~,~hall .have. been! ’ .;,.::: ~¯¯ ¯ the.Articies ¯of Assohiation Of    .

altered to. 8~@e effect to .the requii’ements set out ".-

below and a draf~ of the resolution so alteriu~ its

iwbicles shall have been-approved by the Secretary of .

State as giving effect¯ to those rbquirements..

(b)    The said requirements are that -

(i). The Editor o£ The Sunday Times and the Edito

o£ The Times ("the Editors") shall not be

appointed or dismissed witho.u’.’t" the appro~z.=.l of

z " .’ :
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the = jority oZ the indepenaent a  ctors

of TNHL.
.

(i~’) ’The Editor of "each. newspaper shall retain- - .
...... contboI over¯ a~y political comment published. in.

his newspaper, az~, in pa~ic~i~=,.r, shall., not be

subject to az~ restraint or iz~tibiti0n in
I

.¯ ex~,, yesszng opinion or in =eP0~:;i~’new’s that l miggt
..     .’ | ’* .    ¯ . . ¯ ¯

.. ~i-rectly o.r. indirectly conflict; ~%h the o~in~"ons

or-interest af any ef .th’e newspape~ ~ro~rietors ’
. ¯                           . ..    -..                  -                    . .¯

¯ : ¯ :::; (within the¯me~z~ of Section 57 6f ¯%heJFai~ ¯"¯ . f . . . ¯
.. -.             ..

Trading Act 1975)of ~he Times or Tke Suz~ay ~ime,¯
:" ¯ : ¯ : " "" .:. ¯ : . ¯

¯ ’ ¯ ..... o" :’[’.t’.(iii) ’ Inst.ruc-tions to Se~nalistS". s.hall. ~e.. ~iv:.~n
.......... -. " " :;..     . ¯ ’ ’. " - " ’.:" -":"-’"’:..o..:’" "i.. "" " J....-"

’ :7/ :" "; "!:i " O nl~ by the ~li~or or .those to whom he haS ~ele~a~

....

a~tho=i~. " ::" .’: ....
’. .. -- ¯ .

’’..’~: .," .:.-.. .’." ,. :-:. . .... ..:"’ ’..~ ..... ’ -’-’:..-;-." :.’i’.,."’"
. ~ .... ’.editorial:space an~ expenditure determined bY the

: " ..... " :’ ’. ’ ¯ ¯ ’ ."’;’:"’" """    " "" ’ ’ " " . " " "        ¯ ¯ ¯ ’ .i ~ ¯ "     . ." ..    "" ’

:=:: ¯ di.~ectors of" TN~, the ~iito~ of. each ~ewspaper--

shall retain control over the ,P’~poi~tment, ~ ~:

aisposition and dismissal of ~ournalists on his

newspaper and of all other con:~ent of his newspap

except that in the case of advertisements the

Editor’s rights may be limited, to the right tO
¯.       ¯ .            . ¯          .

refuse to publish any advertisement" and where in

h.is newspaper advertisements in Eeneral are,~or ar

advertisemeut in oartic¯u!ar is. to .appear;

l̄ ---= .............
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(v) Any dispdte between the F~.litors~ or ei~he~ of

them, ~d the D£rectors of Ti~ is to he .2eferred t1

the independen~ national " d*_rectors 0~ T~IH~ or suck¯ :     " " ;" - ,- " . ~," ..... : ........ vone or more of the indepex~l.ent" national d....~ectors ’

as %hey may_ themselves determine; .and. ~he~lw d~cis

sha’~l: ~ . be final and. bind~g..                               .       .       .’..      . ..

5 The Articles 61 Association of ¯T~i5 and T~L~afte~

- alteration- to cOmNiy Wit~ the- foregoing ~equiwements

...... shall not thereafter be: altered in=my: way which affect

or which may. effect, the operatio.n’of..the Said-

¯ ~-~!:’~ ;’~ z~eq~irements excel0t; wikh t1~e ~nritl;°en consent; o~ the ’ "

Secret a!~y of State.¯

.- . .

, °¯ ° ¯ : ..

SECRET~ OF STATE FOR TRADE

27 January 1981

5
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27 January, 1981.

i’"

In addition, the Articles will also incorporate
the further provisions agreed between Mr. Murdoch and
the editorial Vetting Committee, notably his undertaking
to maintain the titles as editorially independent
newspapers of high quality, free from party political
bias and from attachment to any sectional interest,
recognising in particular The Times as a paper of
record~

Although the -Supplements are not subject to the
requirements of the Act, I have been assured by Mr.
Murdoch that all the foregoing prinuiples will apply
in e~al meas~e to them.

.L

,. ¯ . " ,.- ¯     -.
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