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News Corporation
K.R. Murdoch
First Statement
“‘KRM11”

12 April 2012

IN THE MATTER OF THE LEVESON INQUIRY INTO THE CULTURE, PRACTICES AND ETHICS
{ OF THE PRESS

EXHIBIT “KRM11”

This is the exhibit marked “KRM11” referred to in the witness statement of Keith Rupert Murdoch
dated the 12" day of April 2012.
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' DrOprJ.etor whose ne{wspapers have an average clrrulatlon per day
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FAIR TRADING ACT 1973
- Section, 58

Consent in - a cése of urgency to transfers oi‘ newsvapers not

econmnlc as £§01np: CONcarns. and 1ntended to conbinue as seuarate .

. - kY . R R - .~_ * . 3 - - . > e e .- l
newspapers , - R R L

Whereas — e - ) LT o 1

. : e
: (1) g News Internat:.onal lelted ("I‘IIL") is a. newspaper J

“of publlcata.on, calculated in accordance with sectlon 5'7(5) of
_' the Falr ‘I‘radmg Act 19'73, amountn.ng, w11:h that oi‘ '.Ehe '.L'mns, 1:0

500 000 or more coples, and also amountlng, m.th that of

’ The, Sunday T:unes, “to 500 OOO or more coples, C

' -(2)-. The Tlmes and Phe Sunday T:Lmes are newspapers of wh:.ch

' '-The Thomson Or'ranlsatl on lelt ed is-a newspaper propr:.etor-

(3) the Secretary of State recelvei on 25 J anuary 198‘) an’

3 appllcat:l.on i‘or hls consent to the transfer oi' each of The Tmes

and, The - Sunday Tlmes to! NII. B SRR :._~.1j=;,

(#) . the Secretary of State is sat:l.si‘a.ed that ne:.ther o |
The 'Tn.mes nor The Sunday 'l‘::.mes is economic as a go:\.ng concern
and as a separate newspaper and that :L:f.‘, J.n eaca case, uhe
newspaper in questlon is to cont:.nue as a sepcnrate newspapor

the case is one of urgency:
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: Now, therefore, the Secretary of at.ate pursuant te
”sectlon 58\3)(a) of tne Fair J. ac..;..r.g act 1979, hereoy e
_consents to tThe transi‘er of each of '.Eb.e ‘I‘:Lmes and The Suz;day .
.._.‘l‘:unes from the Thomson Orc-anlsatlon Lz.mt ed ’co NIL w:.thaut q
_requ:.rmg a repor'l: from the Monopolles and. I"Iergers Commission |

under sectn.on 529j o.f that .A.Cu but suba ect to the follow:x.ng

candltlons H

1 Publlcatlcn of- the newsnapers transferred. shall be

. as. sepa.rate newspapers,

: '.2 NII: shall not w:.thout the consent of a ma;;or:u!:y of
] -."tb.e mdependent nat:.onal dlrectors i‘c»r 'bhe t:t.me belno- of
' '.L‘:.mes News;paper.. Hold:.ngs I-:.m:.ted (TNEL) do anythlng, or
i procure or perm:.t anyth:.ng to be. done., wh::.ch shall resul
"1n-._ - .
| (:L) NIL, by reason of any tra.nsfe: ceas:.ng to be &
newspaper proprn.etor 1n rela‘l::.on to The T:.mes or
The Sunday Times, or | | . i .
( ;.1)._' elther‘. TNHL or Tlmeé Newspapers Limited .(TNL')
ceesing to. be a subsidiary (wiﬂ:zin‘ the. me.ariing'_ -',_o.:f

Section 154 of the Coﬁpanies Act 19-43}of' NIL, oz

(iii) INL selln.nv or otherwise dn.spos:.na' of any

interest in The Times or The Sunday Tlmes.
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-
-

'3 (a) Before either of the transfers to which this
" consent relates takea eﬁ‘ect the Ar1..:.cles of
Assocn.atlon of TI.‘TrE shall have been altered to gn.ve
it

" effect. to the requlrement set’ 011\.: below and a draft

'~‘of the resolut:.on S0 alter:.ng the. AJ t:r.cles shall have

| been approved by the Secretary of State as glvz.ng

' effect ?t:o that requlrement.

;(b)' _ '.Ehe sa:Ld reg_ulremen’c :LS tha‘b the number oi‘

~_.1ndependen1: natn.onal dmrec‘cors shalj be ::.ncreased from
o 4- to .. 6 Y and DO person shall be appomted. to or

removed from the office o:E' mdependuent nat:.onal

W“.""‘:?-;:"5_4‘_?dn.rector mcludmg such addltlonal persons mtheut the

. 4app:rova1 of the. majority of the 1ndwpendent natlonal

"dlrectors at. the time of 'l:he appo:.nl;ment o:c remOVal.

4 (e.) | Before en.ther of the san.d trmsfers takes e.t‘feci

"V‘}.the A.rtn.cles oi' Assoc:.atlon of. TNI: ahall have been '..,.5,,,
.altered to. glve effect to- the requ:u'ements set out
below and a draft of the resoluti ion so altering 1ts
Articles 'shall have been: approved by the S.eeretary of .

State as gi'ving effect. to those r'equirements..-

(v) The san.d requn.rements are that -
(1) The Ed:.tor of The Sunday T:Lmes and the Edl’co
of The Times ("the Editors") shall not be:

appointed or dismissed without the approval of
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the maj ority of the independeﬁf: national 'd_.”:‘.r“e‘ctqrs
of TNHL.
" (ii) The Ed.itor‘oi" :‘e'a'éh neviépé;-.éf" sﬂhallitreta-iﬁ‘«'f R
R control over any. poln.tlcal comment pu‘bllshed m
hls newspaper and, in partn.culelr, shall ‘not be ) :

suba ect - to any restra:.nt or 1nh1bn.t10n. in °

e expressn.ng opn.n‘.v.on. or in repom :mg news that m:.sht
dlreetly or: mdlrectly coni‘l:x.ci. w:z.th the opa.m.cns
or mterest of a.n;y of t'he news;,)aper proprle'bors

(w:.thln the meam.ng of Sectz.on 57 of the Fa:.r 3

'Tradlng Act 19‘73) of The Tlmes or Th.e Sunday Tlme<

U LT (111) Instructlens to- aournalz.uts shall be g:.ven
R only by the Edltor or those “to whom hé has d.elega1 |
. a.uthor:.ty.

(J.v) ': Subgect only to any annm;l bud;get for .

'.,edltorn.al space and. expendlturra detemmed. by the
:'d:.rectors of TN, the Ed:.tor of each newspaper

shall retaln contv*ol over. 'l:b.e ..ppo:.n’cment,
dlsposn.tlon and dismissal oi‘ ;;nurnallsts ‘on his
newspaper and of a.Ll other con tent of his newspan
except that in the se of adwverti sements the
Ed.n.tor 8 rights may be llmn.ted to the m.ght to
refuse to publish any adverulsemon’c and where‘ in
his newspaper advertisements in general_-are";or,‘. ar

R

advertisement in particular is to .appear;’
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(v) An;/ d:.s*cute between the Erm.tors, or e:.i:ner of
' them, and the Dlrectors of TJ.\iL is to be referred ‘c*
‘the :Lndepend.ent natlonal darec‘l.ors of TNHL or such‘

one or more of the 1ndependen1: na.’c:.onal dn.rectors .

as they may themselvos d.e'berm.ne, and. the;.r dec:Ls;

sha""l be final and b:r.nd.lng.

5 The Articles df{Aséociat:'i.on of '.I.‘I\i[ﬂ-and TNL. after.

- al-’qeration- to- comﬁi;'y-viit-b. the- foregoing requirements

shall not’ thérea:ftez‘: 'be altered in any: way which é.ffeﬁt

-~or whlch may ef.fect -the operation of- the sald.

T requlrement:s except with the er ..ten consent of the

Secretary of State.

J VA - . : T
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR TRADE
27 Jammary 1981
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27 January, 1981.

In addition, the Articles will also incorporate
the further provisions agreed between Mr. Murdoch and
the editorial Vetting Committee, notably his undertaking
to maintain the titles as editorially independent 4
newspapers of high quality, free from party pelitical -
bias and from attachment to any sectional interest, u
recognising in particular The Times as a paper of
record. -
Although the ‘Supplements are not subject to the
requirements of the'Act, I have been assured by Mr.

. Murdoch tha; all the foregoing principles will apply

in equal measure to them.
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