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IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE CLAIM NUMBER*HQO3X03360
QUEENS BENCH DIVISION o
Claim Form Issued: 31 October 2003

BETWEEN
ALIN-TURCL BOGDAN STEFAN MARIS
Claimant
-and -
S NEWS GROUP NEWSPAPERS LIMITED
b Defendant
W
v
' DRAFT AMENDED PARTICULARS OF CLAIM
1. The Claimant is of Romanian descent—aged-20, He camé-to Engiand in August

1999 and entered employment as an office junior.

2. The Defendant is the publisher of The Sun and the News of the World (“NOW™"),

respectively national daily and Sunday newspapers with ver:y ‘large and influential

circulations in England and Wales.

A 3. In all editions of the issue of the NOW of 3 November 2002 o;‘i pages 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,
P 6 and 7, the Defendant published the following words, photographs and captions

("the NOW anticles") which are defamatory of the Claimant:
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[Front Page]

f __' [Headline]

. "POSH KIDNAP”

[Box Headlineg]

: “WORLD EXCLUSIVE We stop £5m ransom gang”

i “Moment NEWS OF THE WORLD saves Victoria and her sons from thugs”
Armed police surround an intemational terror gang preparing to kidnap David
[ Beckham's wife Victoria and their two young children yesterday.

They were arrested after our reporters infifirated the group who were planned to
ransom Posh for £56m or kill her, One of our team, at the top right of this picture,

was in on the raid. Cops stepped up securily today as one thug rerained on the
foose. '

Det Insp lan Horrocks of Scofland Yard's kidnap unit said “You've done a
fantastic job taking on dangerous criminals™ Victoria 28, said: “T'm incredibly

g gratefut”.

© [Photograph of four armed police officars pointing guns at four-men standing by
B the boot of a car]

Victoria: ‘I'm in total shock' More pictures, the full story 2, 3,4, 5, 6 & 7.*
[Photograph of David Beckhamn]

T [Photograph of Victoria Beckham]

[Pages 2-3]

- [Headline]
“DON’T EVEN BLINK Gun cops arrest five”

1’ This is the moment News of the World undercover reporters smashed the heart
’ out of a murdering kidnap gang on the brink of snatching Victoria Beckham and
her two little children.
They planned to demand a £5 million ransom for her life. ,
But after weeks spent infiltrating an Eastern bloc crime syndicate, we fured senior
members fo the car park of the Ibis hotel in east London’s Docklands,
The gang believed we were going to pay £45,000 for art treasures they had
stolen from a vault at world-famouys auction house Sotheby's.
But at a pre-arranged signal from us, almost two dozen officers of Scollanc
Yard's elife SO19 fircarms team, many of them hiding in the back of a non-
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do descript white DAF van, lespt out screaming: “Armed police, ,ééﬂ()n the floor. Get
fre - on the floor.”
As each of the stunned gang members slumped onto the tarmac in pouring rain,
officers kept their Heckler & Koch aufornatics frained.
g it was a stunning end fo an operation in which our reporters daﬂy risked death as
3 they teased out information from the kidnap gang.
: The thugs had even smuggled a chioroform-based attack spray from ltsly to
o knock out Victoria, little Brooklyn and baby Romeo after ambushing their car. It
L : -was a carefully thought out plan with access and exit routes already prepared.
By midday yesterday everything was in place.
N We picked a deserted part of the car park so thers would be no danger to any
3 members of the public. In a separate operation, another armed police team
headed for an address in Surrey where we expected other gang members would
be holed up.
The action began at 12.35pm when three members of the gang Lufi Azem
Krifsha, Jo Rivas and Jay Sorin — arrived at the Ibis in two cars. Both pulled up
next to our man’'s Mercedes.
"We want fo do this quickly”, said Luli “You inspect the goods we count the
o money and we're out of here”.
7 Rivas, a 6ft 2in heavyweight with swept-back hair, added: “We don’t want to hang
around”, The men gathered round the boot of Luli's green Renault Laguna as he
proudly showed off his haul. Hidden in s black binfiner was a valuable landscape
painting. Next to it, in carrier bags, were a jewelled crown: and rare antiquarian
books worth thousands of pounds to collectors.
Qur investigator nodded his approval and reached for his phone to call for the
cash — the signal for cops fo pounce - praying the police would be watching in
the teeming rain.

B
" The white DAF screeched to a halt beside the Laguna, the back doors flew open
$ and 12 officers armed with automatic weapons jumped out.

Even one of our investigators was spread-eagled on the ground.

“Where firearms are involved we cannot afford to take any tisks” said one armed
officer.

; “These guys could be armed and it would be putting you at risk if they thought
ho you were involved in their arrest”.

. The shacked lrio were arrested on suspicion of theft-and kidnap, bundled into
: separate cars and taken to Charing Cross police station for questioning.
Meanwhile a dozen SO19 officers wearing helmets, goggles and body armour
turned up at g four-storey block of flats in Morden, Surrey. Two gang members
called Adrian and Ali were out but about an hour later Adrian arrived in a black
Ford XR2 accompanied by his Spanish girifriend.

Bath were arrested and taken to a nearby police station for questioning. CID then
arranged for the removal of three vehicles outside the flat which they believe are
linked to the gang.

Ali was stilf on the locse last night.

Det Insp lan Horrocks, of Scotfand Yard's kidnap and specialist investigations
unit, told the News of the World “You've done a fantastic job and taken on
dangerous criminals. We're extremely grateful for your information.”
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[Photograph of Jay Sorin)
Jay: In bar-windowed van

[photograph caption]

[Photograph of Luli Azem Krifsha with a policeman]
Luli- With police quard

[photograph caption]

[Photograph of four men standing by the boot of a carj

"SET-UP Our man pretends fo study the theft haul as gang member waits for
cash to be paid over”

{photograph caption]
[Photograph of Luli Azem Krifsha, Jay Sorin and Joseph Rivas.and another man
standing by the boot of a car and two armed police officers]

“TRAPPED After our pre-arranged mobile phone signal armed police jump out of
their DAF van”

[photograph caption]
[Photograph of two men lying on the ground and two crouchihg surrounded by six
armed police officers ] '

"FLOORED They shout ‘Armed police, Get down on the floor. Gang -mempbers
don’t know what hit them”.

[photograph caption]

[Photograph of four men lying on the ground surrounded 'by"‘e'ight armed police
officers ]

‘CUFFED The cups, in Day-Glo jackets with ‘Police: SO19° on the back, move in
with handcuffs.”

[photagraph caption]
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{Photograph of three men lying on the ground surroundéd.:b&.-sik armed police
officers ] A

‘NICKED .Jo Rivas face down outside the east London hetel before he .and
cronies are bundled away”

[photograph caption)

“IF BECKHAM DON'T PAY UP, SHE DIES — Pages 4 and 5"
[Page 4] |

[Headline}

e “If Beckham don’t pay up, she dies”

£ A DETAILED plot to ambush Victoria Beckham as she emerged-from her

A Hertfordshire home, sedate her with a chemical spray then imprison her in a

. secret cell was foiled because the gataway driver was an undércover News of the
“F’_‘ o World reporter, .

2 ‘We take her to a safe house in Brixton and wait until the money is transferred to
L our overseas account” said Albanian immigrant Luli Azem Krifsha,

n v A senior member of his ‘snatch teanr’, a thuggish Romanian named Jay Sorin,
o also briefed our man: "If the kids are with her. it's even better. We ask David
Beckham for £5 million. it's 100 per cent he pays. But if something happens and

he dorr't pay, Victoria is going to die”

H Our investigatars realised virtually from the start of our operation thal it was the
W sheer level of detall, forward planning, surveillance, recruiiment and funding.for
A the project that set this plof apart from the usual loose criming! fraternify talk of
iy Kkidnapping a celebrity. This was deadly serious and about fo take place.

o The breadth of the crime syndicate’s operations hecame sppérent when an
o underworid informant offered an introduction to a gang largely composed of
L Romanians and Albanians, some of them asylum seekers. They were, we were
Pl told, “very heavy duty”. '

Our operation began just over three weeks ago. ‘ S

N Prison

Our main investigator's cover story was that he was an ‘accomplished gefaway
driver. We supported this with a CV that included a fake criminal record plus the
name of a referee’ inside Manchester's Strangeways prison who would vouch for o
our man. That referee is also a News of the World contact who was told to expect R
a ‘check call’ from the gang during a prison visit.

MOD100055949



For Distribution to CPs

G9-TAN-26887  19:25 FROM 0 826874852296 F.ag

A second investigator, introduced alongside the first and’With‘.é; ‘simifar checkable
cover story, pretended lo be a wealthy crook. .

e We had been told that at least one of the gang members was armed at all times.
o Any meeting could have ended in disaster.

But our tearn knew they were in when, three Saturdays ago, gang feader Luli
' agresd to meet our rich crook’ investigator in London’s Tower Hotel, close to
Tower Bridge. He wanted fo.discuss the sale of a £250,000 jewelled Arabian
crown stolen from London auction house Sotheby's.

It was the deal that ultimately led to their downfall in an east London car park
yesterday.

P Crammed in a cubicle in the Gents, he proudly showed off the diamond, ruby and
pearl encrusted treasure. '

"It dates back to the 18" century. It comes from a safe in Sotheby's” he said.
‘We've taken £4 million worth of stuff. It won't show up as stolen”,

aa He also said he has a painting by a 17" century Dutch old master plus rare o
, hooks. "You can have the whole lot for £45,000", he said. Our man stalfed, ‘
B asking for time to consider the deal. A former friend of Luli later told us: “They've
got & man on the inside on their payrolf’. Sotheby's didn’'t know the treasures SR
were missing until we told them. S

. But kidnapping Victoria Beckham was to be their most ambifious profsct yet. Our
L investigators were horrified at the cold-biooded planning that was taking place.

We engineered another meeting with Luli and, with greed bvércbm:‘ng his
caution, he explained the method of attack.

"We can pull this off," he said. “Getting Victoria isn’t going to. be difficult. We just
have to make sure we get the money, that's the hard part. | can’t believe her
securlty is so bad. [ have a friend who works in a hairdresser's where Victoria has
had her hair done. On that occasion she had only one minder outside the shop”.
The plan, it emerged, was to ambush Victoria's car as it pulled out of the drive,

i force entry and sedate everyone inside with a chloroform-type spray already

P brought in from italy. ‘

“Even if you don’t point it at the face it stilf works,” explained Luli, who fives in a
block of flats in Battersea, south-west [.ondon.

Bottles

"It takes about three seconds to work and the person will be asleep for roughly
half an hour”,

Jay, who was with him at the meeting, confirmed: “When you shoot it, it's like
gas. Terrorists use it. You also gel it in fittle botties. If you break them everyone
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goes fo sleep”. From there Victoria — along with three-year-old,Brovklyn and two-
month-old Romeo if they were with her — would be transferred to: the gang’s car
and driven to a house in Brixton, south London, where a reinforced raom would
be waiting for them. This was where our ‘getaway driver’ would coms in.

Jay added. "She has to disappear, nobody can see her face, riothing. Victoria
and Beckham are the most loved couple in Britain. We can be certain the police

will be on our asses.”

: “We'll wait in Brixton untii the ransom money is transferred to our overseas
account”, said Lulj.

i Jay's special sphere of responsibility was arranging that mongy transfer. “Ninety-
g three percent of kidnappers screw up when they try to get the money,” said Jay,
who owns two houses in West Croydon.

- Meanwhile, we were arranging meetings with other members.of the team,
i building contacts and trust.

. The first of these meetings took place a few days after the Sotheby'’s jewels deal
e at The Prince of Wales pub in Brixton, south London.

Here our driver was introduced to thuggish Joseph Rivas. He regarded us
suspiciously but eventually accepted the cover story.

Meanwhils, we kept up our dialogue with Luli and discovered more about the
plot.,

S “‘We can pull ithis off,” he said. “Gelting Victoria isr't going ta be difficult. We just
have to make sure we get the money. That's the hard part”.

g He had handpicked a nine-man abduction team.

;I The next meeting took place a few days after the Brixton remdez-vous in another
south London bar. This time we met Adrian, the man with the.gun.

Adrian took the lead in discussing Man Utd and England star Backham. “He will
give his life, not just his money, for his wife", said Adrian. Latér he showsd off his

o 8mm handgun.

“This is my best friend, | keep it with me all the time,” he added. “I'l supply you
with one. it's a powerful Mauser. Very safe, very powerful and quiet.”

Lo Referring to the getaway drive after the Posh Spice ambush, Adrian added: "The
boss has agreed you'll get £15,000.”

Last Tuesday afternoon we joined Luli's sidekick, Jay, and two other gany
members using the names Peter and John for a drive to Sawbridgeworth in
Hertfordshire.
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Here the gang studied approaches to the Beckhams’ mansion - part of the
i month-fong survelllance. “We've got three seconds before she tealisés what's
happening,” said Jay.

I Risk
Last week, too, a News of the World man was present when Lufi and his gang
held a meeting at a restaurant called Atoca in Wandsworth, south London.

i It was the first time we had seen any hint of dissent in an otherwise well-oiled
s operalion.

i ‘ ‘I will ask Beckham for £6 million, for him that’s like spending a few pence on a
cup of coffee,” said Lufl,

A Romanian cafled Adrian suggested they would do better to ask for just £1m
and guarantee a quick payout.

“They'll pay immediately, less than 24 hours,” he said.

Luli ridiculed the suggestion: “You think I'm going to risk prisen for £1m. For £1m
you can take me, and my brother will pay thst to get me baock!”

Referring to the Beckhams, he added: “Peopie like that could transfer millions fo
& bank account instantly.”

i  Adrian replied: “The money is not the problem for them, we already know that,
The problem is how to take the money.” Joseph, who bragged that he had been
involved in the Sotheby's thefts, chipped in. “We'll ask for £5 million.”

Also at the meeting were Jay and the youngest member of the gang, a 19-year
old named All, “He will be helping us keep watch on Victoria,” explained Jay.
“He's very good at surveilfance work.” '

The gang were weeks away from carrying out their plans, aiming to kidnap
Victoria before Christmas.

Now after yesterday's police raid, they face their own very bleak New Year.

[Photograph of Adrian Pasareanu]

. THE GANG GUNMAN: Thuggish Adrian pulled out Mauser and said, 'This is my
' best friend. It's very powerful

[photograph caption)
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[Photograph of Joseph Rivas]

JOSEPH: Bragged he was part of jewsl helst

[photograph caption]j

»‘: 'f . [Photograph of Luli Azem Krifsha and Jay Sorin)]
Ao PARTNERS IN CRIME: Luii, left, and Jay. ‘If the kids are with Victoria if's even

o [photograph caption]

better said evil Jay chillingly 7
[Photograph of the Claimant-Tureu] f

P BABY-FACE: But Ali is the sutveillance expert

[photograph caption]

Eh

i [Photograph of four men standing outside a house]

i THE PLOT -

W CASE THE JOINT Gang members outside the gatehouse at the entrance to

E; | Posh and Becks' drive

[photograph caption]

[Photograph of Victoria, Brooklyn and Romeo Beckham)
THE TARGETS Victoria with Brookiyn and Romao

[photograph caption]

[Photograph of Joseph Rivas and Luli Azem Krifsha)
WICKED Jo, Isft, and Luli piot.

[photograph caption]

[Photograph of a canister]
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Right: A canistor of attack spray

[photograph caption)

[Photograph of a Brixton station sign]

HIDEOUT Gang pianned to keep Posh and kids in Brixton

[photograph caption]

[Photograph of Victoria Beckham in a car)

IN PERIL Hit squad planned to ambush Victoria as she drove her car

[photograph caption]

[Photograph of the Beckhams’ house in Hertfordshire]
PALACE The Beckhams' home

{photograph caption]

M IN TOTAL SHOCK: PAGES 6 & 7.

[page 6]
Maz the amazing

To fail the Beckham kidnap plot and bring you today's front-pidge story our
Joumnalists infiftrated a vicious gang. -

Yet again Investigations Editor Mazher Mahmood — famous as the Fake Sheikh ~
pulted off a fantastic professional job.

Mazher is no stranger to danger. In exposing would-be kidnappers, contract
killers and druqg dealers he regularly puts his life on the line.

His work has achieved an astonishing 119 convictions. In unmasking child
molesters, immigrant smugglers and gun runners, he has saved countless |lives

and prevented untold misery.

Mazher and his brave colleague Conrad Brown are what fearless poputar
Journalism is all about, ‘

10 | ’

MOD100055954




For Distribution to CPs

WITUHNT L ¢ LY Al FROM T0 82074852295 P.13

!' .

AT AR L -

- V - W . . i
Na wonder politicians and celebrities with dark secrets five.in tetror-of theny; |But
power, riches and influence will never deter Maz anicf Conrad. . |

w0

Along with a thankful David and Victoria Beckham, we are immerisely proud of
W our courageous duo.

[page €]

[Headline] o |
Pair always on alert for gangsters | i
David and Victoria Beckhamn have suffered e series of security nightmares ‘ince

R getting married. Three ysars ago police probed an underworld plot to kidnag their
son Brooklyn, then eight months old, and hold him for ransom.

Lo It is believed one plan was to snatch Posh Spice and her baby while David was

' playing for Engiand against Scotland at Wemblsy that November. The threét was
uncovered when intelligence officers intercepted calls between members ofa
well-known gang of crooks.

, Last night a police car was stationed outside the. Beckhams' house. The co ple
4 frave been reluctant fo use minders on family trips but it has been reported the y
' hired five SAS men to guard their youngest son Romean.

‘ ' The couple are also thought to have considered buying a bullet—pioof car. {
i During the 1998 World Cup, Becks and his family suffered a-hate c:a\m,r:a.sf."gr;z affer

i he was sent off and England went out against Argentina. The star was sen
bullets with his name engraved on them, ;

David's parents, Ted and Sandra, were guarded around thé.cloc:k affer yob{s
@ abused them on their doorstep and sent hate mail. ;
l

A few days later cops had o rush to Beckham's side after a 12-strong mob
fargeted him while he was in his Range Rover.

[Photograph of David Beckham)] ‘
STAR: Becks plays for United yesterda i

[photograph caption)

l
[Photograph of policeman and police car] ' ' R |

ON GUARD: Police car outside Becks’ house i

11
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[photograph caption]

LR (Photagraph of CCTV cameras on g house]

WATCH: Cameras at Becks’ Hertfordshire home

[photograph caption]

G [page 6] /
Sl [Headline] f[
'y '. I'm in total shock

5 POSH THANKS US FOR HELP '

|
s SHATTERED Victoria Beckham last night spoke of her “absolute and Jofal
[ shock” at the kidnap attempt.

‘ s After leaning the full details of the planned crime she told the, News of the lfVorld:
‘I'm stunned by what has happened today.

“It's clear these people were serious. It's terrifying that someone would warlf to

5 do that lo you and your children. I'm in absolute and total shock ”

e Sl

g Victotla thanked the News of the World and our Investigations Edjtor Mazhér
e Mahmaood for our part in bringing the horrifying drama to an-end, |

I She added: “I'm incredibly grateful to the News of the World-and to Mazherifor
everything you've done here. You've clearly had the best iriterests of my fa ily at

heart and we appreciate it very much,” |
het

e Family r
Victoria said she would be tafking to her securfly toam to assess any furi‘hqrr risks
to her and her family. l

‘We have good security,” she added. “We are very aware of the fisks. But
people want to do this to my family how can you be 100 per éent sure you'l
prevent it? If someone is that mad - that sick — what can you-do? (

“I don't think this will really sink in for a white. I'm just so shecked.”

David's father Ted Beckham said: "David’s first thoughts will be for Victoria, but
also for the safety of his two boys, especially for Romeo.
“Victoria and David both lead high profile fives, but you can never expect |
anything quite like this. There are some sick people in this wortd. I'm just 50
relieved that nothing terrible happened. |

12

;
:
|
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[
|
|
|
|

“I'f be speaking to David as soon as passible to make sure theyra .OK.'. Until
then, I'd rather not say any more.” ‘ [

T Former Metropolitan Police Flying Squad Commandar John O’Connor said I}ast
o night: “Kidnap is a very unusuaf crime in this country and a plot against a J
celebrity is almost unheard of, ;

o ‘Logistically, kidnap is a very difficult crime fo carry out successfully. Not onl‘z do
' you have to look after the day-to-da y needs of your victim but you have to keep
your identity a secret from them. !
“This was a serious plot {o kidnap Victoria Beckham and | think the News of ffhe
World has carried out a wonderful piece of work. For an undercover reportet to
get information and intefligence which can be passed on to pofice and feads|to
arrests is a great achievement.

"That's what a great investigative newspaper is alf about.”

W The gang targeted Victoria not only because they thought they. could get past her
security but because of the vast wealth she shares with her husband.
Yesterday Manchester United and England hero David, 27, was named the
country’s highest earner under 30 and the best-paid footballer. His £15.5 mijllion
this year put him ahead of the Queen.

Victoria was at Old Trafford yesterday to see David play in the 2-1 win over! .
Southampton. Victoria was fold of the kidnap threat after the garne began bLt did
b not tell ier husband until full time. |

1

ety

' [Photograph of Victoria and Romeo Beckham and another mén]- ‘

' OUT SHOPPING: Victoria Beckham has to balance her security.with freedqlm

[photograph caption]

[page 7] - {
[Headline] ' ' f
|

|

COURAGE OF OUR HERO MAZHER
Our Investigations Editor Mazher Mahmood put his life on the fine to pl’Oblehe

kidnap gang. And during his time on the News of the Worid he-has secured 119
convictions and exposed countless scandals. His famous cases include:

Exposing a Russian mafia marriage scam. Maz had the latest in g series oJ,
contracts put out on his life this March after revealing that Simon Kogan he
arrange bogus marriages to Russian brides at £7,000 & time.

ped

Valvona abusing a girl, the beast sent shotgun killers after our man. Valvona was

Pulting away paedophile Tony Vaivona. After Mazher gat hold of a video c:{
Jailed in 1993, ,
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( S Showing London’s Burning star John Alford pushed cocaine. Alfdﬁd got jai! i

T Investigating radio DJ Johnny Walker's drug habits. Walker Was Jailed for cobame
5o possession and ended up in rehab. !
Catehing Home Office official Shivan Sahonta selling fake passports ina mcker

. that raked in over £500,000. :

{Photograph of man and two armed police officers. 1

COURAGE: Mazher at cop gunpaint yesterday

[photograph caption) 5

| |

g 4. The NOW articles referred to the Claimant, ;

L

’ Particulars |

. 4.1 As indicated above, the arficles were illustrated with a photograph lof the :
3 Claimant on page 4, under the caption “BABY-FACE: But:Ali is the survefiliance

expert", |

: 4.2 The Claimant was referrad to as “Al* throughout the: articles. "Alf’
o . !

Lo shortening of the kis-first name "Alin”, by which he is widely known.

4.3 In consequence, the articles were widely understood to referi to the
Claimant. Furthermore, it was reasonable for readers with knowledge of the
f

above matters to understand the articles to refer to the Claimant.
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5. The natural and ordinary meaning of the NOW articles is that the Claimant,; as a
member of an international terror gang, was on the brink of violently kidnapping
Victoria Beckham and her two sons and demanding a £5 million ransom on héer life,

and was prepared to Kill her if David Beckham did not pay the ransom. ?

1 i

e 6. in all editions of the issue of the The Sun of 4 November 2002 on pages 1, 4 and 5 the

Defendant published the following words, photographs and captions '("thé Sun

g articles") which are defamatory of the Claimant:

: [Front Page article]
{ | {Headline) ' : :
BECKS CALLS IN AN ARMY ‘ o

P

Family’s kidnap shield

v Shaken David Beckham last night called in a crack security squad as thugs
’ plotting to kidnap wife Vicloria were seized.

LI England skipper Becks — who already has five ex-SAS men protecting him at a
A cost of £350,000 a year — s recruiting even more. '

Becks, 27, is holed up with Victoria, 28, and thsir two children-at their £1.2 million
Cheshire farmhouse. Nine people were arrested affer the News of the World
infiltrated the gang and tipped off police.
[Photagraph of David Beckham]

Guard... Becks arrives home yesterday

[photograph caption]

Full Story — Pages Four and Five

15
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[pages 4 and 5} -

[Headline] ‘
The first role of a father is to keep his family safe - DAVID BECKHAM |
YESTERDAY

[Box Headline]

s SECURITY BEEFED UP AFTER POSH KIDNAP PLOT

1

‘ SHATTERED David Beckham made a vow fo protect his family yesterda y as
oo he comforted wife Victoria over the chilling plot to kidnap her. :

i The England soccer skipper ordered a major review of security surrounding Posh
and thejr two children, declaring: “The first role of a father and husband is to keep

his family safe.”

u . . As detectives quizzed nine peopls over the amazing ransom plot, Becks sa{id he
. _ was consulting with police and private security experts. f

The family’s team of five SAS minders is to be beefed up.

f_ o Grateful Becks, 27, paid tribute to the wa y the Kidnap gang was foiled — affer
0 being infiltrated in a brilliant sting by undercover reporters from our sister paper
g the News.of the Worid. '

¥ The Manchester United midfielder said: " would fike to thank the police fortheir
" professionalism and support yesterday. From the moment they received their
information from the News of the World they were unbelievably effective.
"‘Because of this incident we will be reviewing our security arrangements again
with help from both the police and the security experts.at Manchester Un fted.”
He spoke in Manchester as a convoy of security vans arrived at his £2.5 milfion
mansion in Sawbridgeworth, Herts. : .

HEET
i
r

Cameras

R

o

i

Technicians repeatedly double-checked the sprawling estate’s 8ft slectron;*‘c
gales. . .

I e e e g

‘ i
One worker from Ace Security and Electrical replaced a DUMMY alarm on the
wall of the gatehouse with a real one. '

v The mansion in Herts already bristies with hi-tech security devices,

An intercom service goes directly to the butler in the gatehouse so anly visitors
can be fielded before access is granted.
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| |
Last year a two-acre spinney which borders the grounds was 'bought by Becks
after it emerged it was being used as a vantage point fo spy-orrthe house. |

: Securify cameras, both on the gates and hidden along the haff-rnile drfvawéy,
i monitor the movements of anyone near or on the property. ‘

B . Yesterday, Posh, Becks and their children were holed up at their other home, a
o £1.25 miflion converted barnhouse in Nether Alderisy, Cheshire. ;

5 'f |
d Police cordoned off the entrance and teams of security guards in suits and |
i overcoats patrolfed the grounds. ‘

b . . .
- ‘

. An oniooker said: "It looks like the sort of security that guards the presidents of
P the United States rather than a footballer's country homme.” '

o Becks ventured out just once — for a brief training session.

His Mum Sandra, 48, drove there on Saturday night. Victoria’s mum Jackie] 53,
arrived yesterday. ‘ .'

’ The families raffied round after the shocking news that the Riqnap gang planned
P to AMBUSH Victoria, 28, as she drove out of the gates of the Sawbridgeworth
' mansion. ‘

They had obtained a chioroform KNOCKOUT spray to use-on the Spice Giﬁ
Victoria was to have been driven to Brixton, South London, and held CAPTIVE in
a soundproof cell untit Becks paid £5 million. :

¢ One gang member allegedly said of the couple’s chitdrert Brookiyn, three, El'md
N two-rmonth-old Romeo: “If the kids are with her it's even better. But if svmething
happens and he don't pa y, Victoria is going to die.” '

Handceuffed

i

The plot was smashed on Saturday as the Eastarm European gang — also {Said fo
have stolen & fortune in fine art from Sotheby's ~ met up in a hotel car parlﬁ.

RS Cops with Heckler and Koch MP5 machine carbines burst fron a varn, screjamfng.‘
- "Armed police. Get on the floor.” Three men of either Albanian or Romaniah
origin were spread-eagled then handcuffed,

5 At the same time armed officers arrested a couple at a fpur%h floor flat in M:orden, i : o
: South London. Later two more men were arrested — and overnight a couple were o
seized at an address in Croydon, )

The News of the World identified five gang members as Luli Azem Krifsha, SN
Joseph Rivas, Jay Sorin, a gunman named Adrian and baby-faced Ali, a o
surveilfance expert.

17

i
I
'
i

MOD100055961



b5~ TAN-20E7

For Distribution to CPs

19:28 FROM TO  B2Z@v4pso29e .26

I
!
|
|
i

All suspects were taken to central London police statlonis.

The Mafia-style gang stalked Victoria for weeks — both at Sawbridgeworth and in
Nether Alderiey. :

They even followed her to the hairdresser.

Victoria was just about to watch Becks play at Ofd Trafford when she was tpfd of
the piot. !

She kept the news from him unfil the final whistle of the 2-1-win against
Southampton.

f

Victoria said: “It's terrifying to think somebody would want to do that to you Sand

your children. i
"We have good security and are aware of the risks. But how can you ever be 100

per cent sure you'll prevent it if someone is that mad?”

The Beckhams - worth £80 million — have been pararioid about securiy since a
£7 million plot to kidnap Victoria and Brooklyn two years ago. ’
Scofland Yard rurmbled it after kidnappers called a pal of Victoria's. No arrasts
were ever made. :

In May 2000 Victoria received a defaced newspaper photo with a drawing of a
bullet aimed at her. :

She also suffered a biood-chilling scare during a Brit Awards. performance Ew_hen
she thought she had been shot after recejving death threats, .

Vicioria clutched her stomach instinctively after hearing a series of bangs I.él/hf[e
performing on stage.

The former Spice Girl's nerves were on adge after she noticed a beam of fight
pointing at her chest as she left the stage — and feared it was cast by the laser
sight of an assassin's gun,

Police found a fire door had been wedged open.

{Photograph of David, Victoria and Brooklyn Beckhami]

Fears... Posh, Becks and Brookdyn ,

[photograph caption]

[Photograph of four men outside a house)

18
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Inset: Gang seen casing the joint last wesk SRR ]

[photograph caption]

[Photograph of a man walking into a house] |

Tightened security .. . alarm man begins work at gatehouse-to Posh and Bsq':ks'
Hertfordshire mansion yesterday . '

[photograph caption]

[Photograph of two policemen, a police motorcycle rider and a police car]
i : Guard... police cordon at couple’s Cheshire home yesterday

5 [photograph caption]

[Photograph of two men waiking down a road)

e Patrol, .. security men checking grounds at Nether Alderley -

i _' f [photograph caption]
[Photographs of Jay Sorin, Joseph Rivas, Alin Turca, Adrian-Pasareany and Luli
Azem Krifshaj _ I"

|
GANG WHO WANTED £5M. Caught on film. .. kidnap gang’, from Ieft: Jay,
Joseph, Ali, Adrian and Luii .

i

[photograph caption] i

7. The Sun articles referred to the Claimant.
Particulars 5
7.1As indicated above, the articles were illustrated with a photograph; of the

Claimant on page 5.

7.2 The Cisimant was referred to as "Alf" throughout the artigles. ‘A" is a

shortening of the kis-fitst name “Alin".
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7.3 In consequence, the articles were widely understood to refer to the Claimant..

- Furthermore, it was reasonable for readers with knowledge of the above

fo matters to understand the articles to refer to the Claimant.

8. The natural and ordinary meaning of the Sun articles is that the Cléimant, as a

member of an international terror gang, was on the brink of Vi‘olently kidnapping
Victoria Beckham and her two sons and demanding a £5 million ransom on her life,

and was prepared to kill her if David Beckham did not pay the ransom.
A 9. In consequence the Claimant has been seriously defamed, hurt, and embarassed,

10. The Claimant will rely on the following matters in relation to- general. or aggravated

damages:-

fa | 10.1  The prominence given to the NOW and Sun arlicies ‘apd the sensational

v : manner in which they were published.

102 The size and influence of the circulation of the NOW and The Sun, as the

biggest selling Sunday and daily newspapers raspectNély.
10.3  The gravity of the allegations.

104 The massive hurt caused to the Claimant by the allegations. -

10.5 The republication of the defamatory sting of the articles elsewhere in the

20
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national and intemational media which was ‘eithfe‘rf intended by the

Defendant; alternatively such republication was a natural and probable
and/or reasonably foreseeable consequence of the publication of the articles
by the Defendant. For example, the kidnap story was the lead story in all the
A _‘ British national newspapers on 3 November 2002. This wés primarity
because of the sensational nature of the allegations and,' the publicity that
was actively sought by the Defendant. Employees of the Defendant gave a
large number of interviews to national and rnternationa_l broadcastars on 2
: November 2002 and provided covert footage of the Cfairﬁant. A NOW article
L of 10 November 2002 entitted ‘World Hails. aur.-Posh. Plat Scoop’
acknowledged the extent of the international coverage and the Ifact that this

b stemmed entirely from the NOW.

Fad I oot oo

10.6  The repetition by the Defendant of the defamatory sting of the articles. The

L

Claimants will rely on the following publications:-

"l 10.6.1 ‘World Hails our Posh Plot Scoop' published' in the NOW on 10

November 2002; : o
10.6.2 'Secret Weapon' published in the NOW on 16 Febrqary 2002; o
10.6.3 A press statement entitied “Statement from News of the World re
Beckham case” published by the Defendant on 2 June 2003;
B 10.6.4 ‘NOW: We stand by our Pash Plot story’ published in The Sun.on 3
June 2003; _
10.6.5 'I'd Grown Up, But He Just Didn't Like What I'd Become’ published in
the NOW on 31 August 2003;

10.6.6 ‘Police told me a gang planned to kidnap Victoria.and the children, |

21
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felt my stomach turn-over' published in the NQW on 7 'Sepfember

2003.

10.6.7 ‘Becks' guard killed in iraq’ published in The Sun.on 19 May 2004

10.8.8. Posh's terror over ranting petrol nut' published in. The Sin. on 20

July 2004
10.6.9 'We win in court’ published in the NOW on- 8§ May 2005

10.6.10 ‘Case of legal greed’ published in the NOW on 8 May 2005 -

10.6.11 ‘Libel Bid is Ciosed’ published in the NOW on 17 July 2005

10.6.12 'Maz The Master' published in the NOW an 4 September 2005

10.6.13 ‘Jordan babics target in £1m kidnap terror’ published in the NOW on

14 May 2006
10.6.14 ‘Posh in Gun Drama’ published in the NOW on 26 November 2006

Following the publication of the NOW articles the Claimant was arresfed and
held on remand at Feltham Young Offenders Institution, facing criminal
prosecution, for approximately 8 months. The Claimant éuﬁered acqtely on
remand due to the notoriety and seriousness of the defamatory allegations
of which the Claimant complains. Following (and notwithstanding) the
Claimant's release, the Defendant has persisted in alleging that the NOW
articles were accurate. The Claimant refers to the publications sef out in

paragraph 10.6 above.

The Defendant has refused fo make any apology to the Claimant and has

consistently repeated statements to the effect that the allegations are true,

both in public statements and M%Fmsenﬂy%fmeepe;mwth_me
G‘mmaﬂﬂﬂawyef%mmpene&te_mmm in the course of this action-;
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11 42 Unless restrained the Defendant will publish or cause to be published the same or

similar libels of the Claimant.

And the Claimant claims:

1. Damages for libel including aggravated and-exemplary damages.
2. An injunction restraining the Defendant from fuither publishing or causing or
authorising to be published the same or similar libels of the Claimant.
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RAVID PRICE |
DAVID PRICE -
KORIEH DUODY.

I belisve thaf the facts ctaled In these Perticulars of Claim are true,

Sarved and fled on February 2004 by David Price Solicitars & Advocates, 21 Fleel
Streat, London EC4Y 1AA, Tel: 0207 353 9908, Fax: 0207 353 9990 email:

QMMC@MM Ref1331.DP/KD Solicitors for the: Clafmam
Ro-gerved and filgd on January 2007 py pr lic 1

Fleat St London EC4Y 4 al: Fax: 0207 il:

anduirl ja madi Rerl: lici r lai
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IN THE HIGH COURT.OF JUSTIGE
QUEENS BENCH DIVISION
Claim Form Issued: 31 October 2003

= LA e

| CLAIM NUMBER: HQ03X03360

: BETWEEN
ALIN-TURGU BOGDAN STEFAN MARIS

o ‘ Claimant

g
. '
-and -

s NEWS GROUP NEWSPAPERS LIMITED

. ‘ Defendant

o DRAFT AMENDER PARTICULARS OF
CLAIM

David Price Solicitors & Advotates
. 21 Fleet Street

e London

3 ' EC4Y 1AA

Tel: 020 7353 9009
Fax: 020 7353'9990
Ref: 1331.1DP#M

o Solicitors for the Claimant
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