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IN THE COURT OF APPEAL (CIVIL DIVISION)
ON APPEAL FROM THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE

QUEEN'S BENCH DIVISION

Lower Court Reference:
Claim No. HQ03X03360

ALIN TURCU
. Claimant/ Appellant

- and -
NEWS GROUP NEWSPAPERS LIMITED
Defendant/ Respondent

STATEMENT OF BOGDAN STEFAN MARIS

I, BOGDAN STEFAN MARIS, of Bloc 1, Sc B, Ap 31, de 5550, Smirodava Street,
Roman, Judetul Piatra Neamt, Romania will say as follows:

1. | am the Claimant in these proceedihgs. | make this statement in support of an
application for pei“missipn to appeal the judgment of Eady J dated 4 May 2005. In
this statement I do not make any legal arguments. [ leave those to my lawyers.

2. | cared very much about this case and | am very upset about the outcome. The News
'of the World made very serious allegations about me and | am devastated that the
Judge found them to be substantially true. The allegations had a profound effect on
my life, as the Judge seémed to accept when he said that the impact of the articles
had hit me hard. Mbreover, it was a big news story in Romania — the. Romanian media
covered the original story and they also covered the libel trial and its outcome including
publishing photographs of me. Although the News of the World has always maintained
that | was guilty, | was at Ieasf able fo boint to the failed criminal case against me as
some evidence of my innocence. Now, the judgment in the libel case has said that 1

- am guilty. The outcome of this case has therefore caused me great distress and | want

to appeal the judgment to try and clear my name.

3. | wanted fo attend the trial to give evidence and tell the court what had actually
happened. | made extensive enquiries to try and make this happen. However, | was
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) W‘tness Bogdan Stefan Maris (Frrst)
Dat& of'Staternent:12:May 200540 May-2005

informed by the 'Ri‘j:fﬁ;a&’iﬂé'ﬂﬁ‘ﬁaﬁﬁ%ﬁfiégfﬁét "éﬁé’r&"W.“é"'s'"'}"tsé‘*ﬁb's'siﬁility'fﬁét | wauld get a
- visa to comé "t'o*thééﬁ!{;"'fé."‘gjii\'iéiﬁiﬂaé'ﬁg&éﬁ‘hfsé"i'é‘".E‘éééﬁ%%:“f" 6we some money to the
runicipality-in‘my  Fiofié 18wk oF Roridn: THESS Hr8 Hidricipal Aﬁnes that have been
outstanding since béf6fe ] (i ds the UK in“189§SAlRough they are not substantial
by UK standards, | live=4!Histic teiouth existents” hd have néver been able to pay
them off. Until [ am abléte payARaa 1 will neVis B Yratéd a Visa to leave Romania,

4. As | -have said Hbdve, 1 Have nE oney ad itwasTheler 4 Possibiity that | would be
able to afford-t6'give évidente by Video cinfeferch fihk i fact, it has been difficult at
times to even maimrtalw fe!epho‘ﬁe ‘contact W|tl'r~*my 1E3Hcitoré because my financial
situation is so bad- ahcf [z ﬁa\ib‘ foh always hiad HE&EEs to a phone duting the course of

the litigation. -
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5. { was also adwsed by my SOIICItUFS that it wouid be a pomtless exercise fo prepare a
witness statement for these prooeedmgs Any wutness statement would not cariy any
weight because | had not: told the truth about my circumstances when | arrived in the

"~ UK. 1 apologise for thls 1 did it because | wanted a decent life, having been brought
upina ch:idrens hcme in extreme poverty because my mother was unable to pay for
my upkeep. Thls is what I had worked hard to achieve with the help of my employer Mr
Calderhead and what was destroyed by the News of the World's article.

6. |did not do what the News of the Worid aocused me of doing and now the Judge has
ruled that the article was substanﬂally true. 1 feel that {. have been wronged and | want
to do anything | can. to rectlfy that wrong if | can That is why | have instructed my

solicitors-{o seek penmss:on to appeal the judgment

7. | believe the facts stated ln thlS wnness statement are true
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