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N O R T H ER N  Ireland 
hea lth  se rv ic e  m an­
ager w as flow n 
a round  the  w o r ld  
fo r tra in in g  cou rses 

-  m ak ing  11 o ve rsea s t r ip s  
in  th ree  yea rs  at ta x p a y e rs ’ 
expense.

Ped ro  D e lgado  t ra v e lle d  to 
Pa ris , B e r lin , San D iego, Swe­
den, N a shv ille , F lo r id a  and to 
B o s to n  five  tim es to  lea rn  
abou t pa tien t sa fe ty  betw een 
2007 and th is  year.

Fou r-s ta r lu x u ry  a cco m m o ­
da t io n  w as p ro v id e d  in  both 
Eu ropean  and US de s tin a tio n s  
and in c luded  the  Charles ho te l 
in  B oston  and the  C la r io n  
ho te l in  Sweden.

The  tr ip s  w ere  funded  by  the 
H ea lth  and S o c ia l Ca re  Safety 
Forum , a b o d y  la u n ch e d  by  
the  ch ie f m ed ica l o ff ic e r Dr 
■ Michael M cB r id e  in  2007 to 
p rom o te  a “sa fety  c u ltu re ’’ .

Venezue lan-born  .Mr De lgado 
w as the  fo ru m ’s a s s is tan t d i­
recto r. A  ta len ted  foo tb a lle r, 
he w on  an under-21 cap  fo r h is  
c o u n try  and then  p la y e d  fo r

L in fie ld , G a rr ick  and D ungan­
non  Sw ifts.

He now  w o rks in  the US as d i­
re c to r  fo r the  In s titu te  fo r 
H ea lth  Im provem ent (IHi),

It h o s te d  m any  of the  in te r­
n a tio n a l co u rse s  he a ttended  
w h ile  w o rk in g  fo r N o r th e rn  
Ire land ’s hea lth  se rv ice .

The reve la tion  com es as pa rt 
of a w id e r Ir ish  New s in v e s t i­
ga tion  in to  tfie co s t of o ve r­
seas tra in in g  co u rse s  and 
con fe rences fo r sen io r staff in  
the  hea lth  se rv ice .

It em erged that a to ta l of 50 
m anagers have  been flow n  
a round  the  w o r ld  o ve r the  
past th ree  yea rs  at a co s t of 
S350,000 to taxpayers.

M any  of the  t r ip s  con tin u e  
d e sp ite  a strong ly -w o rded  d i­
re c t ive  from  the  D epa rtm en t 
of H ea lth  la s t y e a r w h ic h  
w arned  NHS sta ff to  cu rta il 
su ch  spend ing.

H ea lth  ch ie fs have  defended 
the  tr ip s , sa y ing  th e y  “save 
liv e s ’’ . However, hea lth  m in is ­
te r M ich ae l M cG im p se y  -  w ho  
in it ia lly  d ism is se d  the  reve la ­
t io n s  as a “n o n -s to ry ” -  p e r­
fo rm ed  a d ram a tic  U -turn last 
m on th , say ing  he w o u ld  be 
seeking “pe rsona l a ssu ran ces” 
from  cFiief e xecu tive s o rgan is­
ing fu tu re  fo re ign  trave l.

D esp ite  m ak ing  repea ted  re­

“M y e ffo rts  and  
passion w ere  
alw ays focused  
on m aking a 
d iffe ren ce  fo r  
p a tien ts  as a 
w ay o f paying  
back th e  
incredib le  
opportun ities  I 
w as a ffo rd e d ”

Pedro Delgado, pictured

quests , The Irish News has 
been unab le  to o b ta in  the  in ­
v o ice s  and co s ts  fo r M r  D e l­
gado ’s trave l and sub s is ten ce
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