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21 Lansdowne C r e s c e n t  

Edinburgh EH12 5EH

M a r t in  E l l i c e  
J o i n t  Managing D i r e c t o r  
N o r t h e r n  & S h e l l  p i c  
10 Lower Thames S t r e e t  
London ECS 6EN

Dear M ar t in ,

F u r t h e r  t o  my t e l e p h o n e  c a l l  e a r l i e r  to d ay ,  t h i s  l e t t e r  r e f l e c t s  t h e  
compromise p r o p o s a l  made by R ic ha rd  Desmond a t  h i s  m ee t in g  w i th  Pe ta  
Buscombe. I t  a l s o  s e t s  ou t  t h e  b a s i s  upon which we have a g reed  t h a t  N o r th e r n  
& S h e l l  p u b l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  resume f u l l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y ' s  s e l f ­
r e g u l a t o r y  system.

P r e s s b o f  w i l l  i n v o i c e  you t o d a y  f o r  t h e  f u l l  l e v y  due f o r  2009 l e s s  an 
amount e q u i v a l e n t  t o  s i x  and a h a l f  weeks.  C o n s i s t e n t  w i th  t h e  payment 
t i m e t a b l e  f o r  t h e  i n d u s t r y  as  a whole,  t h i s  i s  due f o r  immediate s e t t l e m e n t .  
In  p r a c t i c e  we r e q u i r e  t h e  money t o  be i n  our  bank a c c o u n t  by F r id a y  17th 
J u l y  so t h a t  t h e  PCC can be in fo rmed  t h a t  t h e  m a t t e r  has  been r e s o l v e d  p r i o r  
t o  t h e i r  m ee t ing  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  week. For  t h e  f u t u r e ,  P r e s s b o f  w i l l  i n v o i c e  
N o r t h e r n  & S h e l l  on a h a l f  y e a r l y  b a s i s  as  i s  t h e  p r a c t i c e  f o r  t h e  i n d u s t r y  
a s  a whole.  I n v o i c e s  a r e  r a i s e d  each  May and September  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
h a l f  y e a r  and s e t t l e m e n t  i s  r e q u i r e d  by t h e  end o f  t h e  month f o l l o w i n g  t h e  
d a t e  o f  i n v o i c e .

With r e g a r d  t o  your  p r o p o s a l  t o  make a c h a r i t a b l e  d o n a t i o n  of  £10,000 ,  i t  i s  
most  a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a t  t h i s  s hou ld  be d i r e c t e d  t o  a j o u r n a l i s t i c  c h a r i t y .  We 
would a p p r e c i a t e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  d o n a t i o n  s h o r t l y .

We were p l e a s e d  t o  n o t e  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  P e t e r  H i l l ' s  l e t t e r  t o  Baroness  
Buscombe d a t e d  17 th  June 2009 and your  t o t a l  committment  t o  s e l f - r e g u l a t i o n ,  
t h e  Code o f  P r a c t i c e  and t h e  a d j u d i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  PCC. This  remains an 
e s s e n t i a l  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y ' s  s e l f - r e g u l a t o r y  
sys tem .

I s i n c e r e l y  hope t h a t  we can now lo o k  fo rw ard  t o  N o r th e r n  & S h e l l  p l a y i n g  a 
f u l l  r o l e  i n  s e l f - r e g u l a t i o n  on t h e  same b a s i s  as  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r y  
and t h a t  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  o f  e x c l u s i o n  from t h e  system i s  someth ing  which 
need n o t  be c o n s i d e r e d  a g a in .

Yours s n c e r e l y

Tim Bowdler 
Chairman
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