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g T with Chcose Life over the past year of
e s (L . it S S0. The team was insttumental in:
; i i ‘ . : ringing to our attention a
faii Basiss e m”ﬂgﬁmfﬁﬁﬁﬁimmw , particularly crass piece of reporting,
S et , which the PCC subsequently
’""W“‘“’“T"““““;’t”j‘mw Rk et ' censured. Our ruling in that matter
s o s added significantly to our case law.in
The handbook to the Editors’ Code of Practice : - . . . . ',the area gox smcxdey reporting, and s
' ' ' highlighted in the recently launched

. ;:second edxtlon of The detors

The new edmon has a greatly
. expanded sectmn on the way that
... , _ suicides are reported. As well as
The benchmatk for the PECs work is . ' ‘® . providing actual examples of stories
_ its Code of Practice and a guidance ~ E?&@ %&ﬁ: ’g%m @E” ;%i}f’ © likelyto glorify suicide and of
document known as The Editors’ ~ ¢ excessive editorial or graphical
odebook The Cadebook s written by . leham G‘ure‘, Pub xc,A & content, the guidance also suggests
the Editor's {?ode of Practxce Committee  : ecto,PCcC  ©  discretionary measures which the
' . . - . press cantake to avoid unintentional
. distress:and minimise the risk of
' ' _ unnecessary deaths.
hen the (’_ommlttee dectded to . Thenew guidance is just one step
and extend the Cedebook . alongthe voad towards the end goal
. : ofall press media reporting suicide
~ strategy includes an ob ectwe o sensitively, appropriately and
inreporting suicide responsibly, Dougie sees several
, responssb y) fed into the consultation. encouraging trends: “Newspapers
. Dougie Paterson, Programme Manager, increasingly add helpline numbers to
together with Laura Blair, stories concerned with suicide. It is
Communications Manager, and Darren especially encouraging to see that
 Rocks, Project Officer; worked with the the Editors’ Committee is responsive
_ Committee to shape the new goidance. to thanging attitudes towards the
tragic consequenceg Blage rises 5wude or,,, ve ; and William Gore, the PCC’s Public Affairs reporting of suicide by
gives toomuch-detail of the me used, it can . protectmore vulnerable readers who Director'told rude health, “The PCC has - recommending this in the 2009
encourage imitation or “‘copycat’ suicides. 7 may be atrisk. developed a good working relationship revision.”
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