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PRESS COMPLAINTS COMMISSION

tJiThe Minutes of the 174 Ordinary Meeting of 
The Press Complaints Commission Limited held at 

Halton House, 20/23 Holbom, London EC IN 2JD on
Wednesday 27**' October 2010

Present: Baroness Buscombe
Matti Alderson 
John Home Robertson 
Anthony Longden 
Ian MacGregor 
John McLellan 
Ian Nichol 
Lindsay Nicholson 
Esther Roberton 
Eve Salomon 
Simon Sapper 
Julie Spence 
Ian Walden 
Peter Wright

In attendance: Stephen Abell

Chairman

Director

The following members of the secretariat attended the meeting as observers: Elizabeth 
Cobbe, Jonathan Collett, Charlotte Dewar, Will Gore, Becky Hales, Amber Mun, Scott 
Langham, Catherine Speller and Ben Milloy.

1. Apologies

Apologies were received from Simon Rc)molds and Tina Weaver.

2. Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 8**' September were approved as a correct 
record of the meeting and for publication.
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Matters arising

One Commissioner asked whether the publication of minutes of PCC meetings 
had caused significant comment in the media and online. The Director said that 
a small number of stories had appeared.

Complaints

(i) Complaint No. 10-4053 A woman v Daily Mirror

After discussion the Commission came to the conclusion that there had 
been a breach of the Code in this case but that the remedial action taken 
by the newspaper was sufficient to remedy that breach. It agreed the 
following adjudication:

A  w o m a n  c o m p la in e d  to  th e  P re ss  C o m p la in ts  C o m m issio n  th a t an  
a r tic le  h e a d lin e d  “T he B a b y  W h isp e re r” p u b lis h e d  in  th e  D a ily  M irro r  
o n  11 A u g u s t 2 0 1 0  w a s  in tru s iv e  in  b rea ch  o f  C la u se  3  (P riva cy) a n d  
th a t sh e  h a d  b een  id e n tifie d  a s  a  c o n fid en tia l so u rc e  in  b rea ch  o f  
C la u se  14  (C o n fid e n tia l so u rc es) o f  th e  E d i to r s ’ C ode o f  P ractice .

F o llo w in g  re m e d ia l a c tio n  b y  th e  n ew sp a p er , n o  fu r th e r  a c tio n  w a s  
req u ired .

T he a r tic le  w a s  a  fe a tu r e  a b o u t a n  a cu p u n c tu r is t w h o  h a d  h e lp ed  
w o m en  w ith  fe r t i l i ty  p ro b lem s , in c lu d in g  th e  co m pla inan t, to  have  
ch ild ren , fo l lo w in g  a  m ed ia -a tte n d e d  e v e n t w h ic h  b ro u g h t th e  w o m en  
to g e th er . A  n u m b e r  o f  the  w o m en  (w ho  w e re  p h o to g ra p h e d )  h a d  to ld  
th e ir  s to ries . W hile  th e  c o m p la in a n t h a d  b een  h a p p y  to  sh a re  h er  
e xp e r ien ces  w ith  a  fr e e la n c e  jo u r n a lis t  — a n d  b e  p h o to g r a p h e d  a t the  
e v e n t -  s h e  h a d  sp e c ific a lly  a s k e d  to  rem a in  a n o n ym o u s  in  a n y  
p u b lis h e d  artic le . S h e  s a id  sh e  h a d  b een  in fo rm e d  b y  th e  fr e e la n c e  
p h o to g r a p h e r  th a t a  p h o to g ra p h  w o u ld  n o t b e  p u b lis h e d  w ith o u t h e r  
e x p lic it consen t. T he  n ew sp a p er  h a d  a g re e d  to  u se  a  p s e u d o n y m  b e fo re  
p u b lic a tio n  b u t h a d  th en  p u b lis h e d  h e r  p h o to g ra p h .

T he  n e w sp a p e r  s a id  th a t th e  c o m p la in a n t h a d  ta ken  p a r t  in  an  
in te rv ie w  w ith  a  fr e e la n c e  Jo u rn a list, a s  w e ll a s  p o s in g  f o r  a  g ro u p  
p h o to g r a p h  (p u b lish e d  in  a n o th e r  n ew sp a p e r  in  J u n e ) a n d  an  
in d iv id u a l sho t. T he  B B C  h a d  a lso  b ro a d c a s t a n  item  on  th e  ev e n t in  
w h ich  th e  c o m p la in a n t w a s  se e n  briefly . In  d ir e c t co n versa tio n  w ith  its  
rep o rter , th e  c o m p la in a n t h a d  re q u e s te d  th a t h e r  id e n tity  b e  w ithheld , 
b u t h a d  n o t  m e n tio n e d  th e  is su e  o f  th e  p h o to g ra p h  w h ich  sh e  w a s  
a w a re  th a t th e  r e p o r te r  h a d  seen . T he p a p e r  w a s  u n a w a re  o f  a n y  
a ssu ra n c e  in  r e g a r d  to  th e  p u b lic a tio n  o f  th e  p h o to g ra p h . A s  a  g e s tu re  
o f  g o o d w ill, th e  n e w sp a p er  re m o v e d  th e  im a g e  fr o m  its  w eb s ite  a n d  
g a v e  a n  a s su ra n c e  th a t i t  w o u ld  n o t b e  rep u b lish ed . I t  a lso  o ffe re d  to
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s e n d  a  p r iv a te  a p o lo g y  to  th e  co m p la in a n t. W hile  sh e  w e lco m e d  this, 
sh e  w is h e d  f o r  th e  C o m m iss io n  to  ru le  on  th e  m atter.

A d ju d ic a tio n

A t  th e  h e a r t o f  th is  c o m p la in t w a s  a  m isu n d ers ta n d in g  in  r e g a rd  to  the  
u se  o f  th e  c o m p la in a n t’s  p h o to g ra p h .

T h e  co m p la in a n t h a d  a tte n d e d  a n  e v e n t a t  w h ich  jo u rn a lis ts , a n d  a  
B B C  f i lm  c re w  h a d  b een  p r e s e n t, a n d  th e  C o m m iss io n  h a d  to  ha ve  
r e g a r d  f o r  th e  f a c t  th a t sh e  h a d  p o s e d  vo lu n ta r ily  f o r  p ic tu re s  a t  th a t 
tim e. T he  sp e c ific  is su e  o f  th e  p h o to g ra p h  h a d  n o t b een  d iscu ssed  
d ire c tly  w ith  th e  n ew sp a p er  a n d  th e re  w a s  n o th in g  to  su g g es t th a t the  
n e w sp a p e r  h a d  d e lib e ra te ly  ig n o re d  a  r e q u e s t f o r  i t  n o t to  appear. 
In d eed , th e  n ew sp a p er , h a v in g  h o n o u re d  its  a g re e m e n t n o t to  u se  h er  
r e a l n a m e  in  th e  artic le , w a s  n o t a w a re  o f  a n y  o th e r  u n d ers ta n d in g  
re g a rd in g  th e  im age.

N o n e th e le ss , th e  n ew sp a p er  h a d  re c o g n ise d  th a t th e  co m p la in a n t d id  
n o t w a n t to  b e  id e n tifie d  in  co n n ec tio n  w ith  in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t h er  
p r iv a te  life  ( in c lu d in g  m e d ic a l d e ta ils  a b o u t her). In  th a t con text, it 
w a s  ce r ta in ly  a n  e rro r  (a lb e it se e m in g ly  b a sed  on  p o o r  
c o m m u n ica tio n ) f o r  th e  p a p e r  th en  to  p u b lis h  a  c lea r  p ic tu r e  o f  the  
c o m p la in a n t a n d  so  id e n tijy  h e r  in  co n n ec tio n  w ith  p e r s o n a l deta ils  
a b o u t h e r  hea lth . T h is  ra ise d  a  b rea ch  o f  th e  Code.

H a v in g  re a c h e d  th is  dec isio n , th e  n e x t s te p  f o r  th e  C o m m issio n  w a s  to  
d e te rm in e  w h e th e r  th e  a c tio n  ta ken  b y  th e  n e w sp a p e r  in  re sp o n se  to  
th e  c o m p la in t w a s  su ffic ien t. In  c ircu m sta n ce s  w h ere  th ere  w a s  so m e  
le g itim a te  co n fu s io n  a b o u t th e  co n se n t f o r  p u b lic a tio n  o f  the  
p h o to g r a p h  (fo r  w h ich  th e  c o m p la in a n t h e r s e l f  h a d  p o sed ) , the  
C o m m iss io n  d e c id e d  th a t th e  p r o m p t re m o v a l o f  th e  im age, the  
a ssu ra n c e  a s  to  fu tu r e  p u b lic a tio n  a n d  th e  o ffe r  to  a p o lo g ise  p r iv a te ly  
to  th e  c o m p la in a n t r e p re se n te d  a  p r o p o r tio n a te  re sp o n se  to  rem ed y  the  
b rea ch  o f  h e r  p r iv a c y . N o  fu r th e r  a c tio n  w a s  requ ired .

(ii) Complaint No. 10-3621 Soobadoo v Wanstead and Woodford Guardian

Anthony Longden, Managing Editor of Newsquest North & East 
London, left the room and took no part in the discussion of this case.

Following discussion, Commissioners concluded that there had been a 
breach of Clause 1 (Accuracy) and 6 (Children) of the Code and the 
complaint was, therefore, upheld in the following terms;
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M r  R a v in  S o o b a d o o  c o m p la in e d  to  th e  P re s s  C o m p la in ts  C o m m issio n  
th a t a n  a r tic le  h e a d lin e d  "P orn  s ta r  te a ch er 's  sa d n ess  a t  le a v in g  jo b " ,  
p u b lis h e d  on  th e  W a n stea d  a n d  W o o d fo rd  G u a rd ia n  w eb site  on  13 J u ly  
2010, in c o rre c tly  a ttr ib u te d  a  q u o ta tio n  to  h is  fo u r te e n  y e a r  o ld  
d a u g h ter, a n d  re fe r re d  to  h e r  a s  a  s ix th  fo r m  studen t, in  b rea ch  o f  
C la u se  1 (A ccu ra cy ) a n d  C la u se  6  (C h ild ren ) o f  th e  E d ito r s ' C ode  o f  
P ra ctice .

T he c o m p la in t w a s  upheld .

T he  a r tic le  re p o r te d  th a t a  te a c h e r  h a d  s te p p e d  d ow n  fr o m  h is  p o s t  
a fte r  i t  h a d  b een  fo u n d  th a t h e  h a d  b een  w o rk in g  a s  a  p o r n  sta r. The  
co m p la in a n t's  d a u g h ter, w h o  w a s  14, w a s  q u o te d  in  th e  p ie c e  sa y in g  
th e  te a c h e r  h a d  sp o k e n  "open ly  a n d  tru th fu lly  a b o u t s e x "  a n d  th a t sh e  
w o u ld  "m ore lik e ly  ca tch  S T Is  w ith o u t h is  lessons". T he  co m p la in a n t 
s a id  th a t h is  d a u g h te r  h a d  n o t m a d e  a n y  c o m m en t to  th e  n ew sp a p er  
a n d  w a s  n o t a  "six th -fo rm  s tu d en t" . T he c o m p la in a n t h a d  c o n ta c te d  th e  
n e w sp a p er  d irec tly , a n d  i t  h a d  re m o v e d  the  q u o ta tio n  fr o m  th e  o n lin e  
a r tic le  a n d  p r o v id e d  th e  e m a il i t  h a d  re c e iv e d  co n ta in in g  th e  com m ent. 
T he c o m p la in a n t s a id  th a t h is  d a u g h te r  h a d  n o t w ritten  th e  em a il a n d  
th a t h e r  a c c o u n t m a y  h a ve  b een  hacked . H e  s a id  th a t the  n ew sp a p er  
s h o u ld  h a ve  ta ken  ca re  to  a u th e n tica te  th e  q uo ta tion , a n d  o b ta in  th e  
n e c e ssa ry  consen t, b e fo re  p u b lic a tio n .

T he  n ew sp a p er 's  u n d e rs ta n d in g  w a s  th a t th e  tea ch er  o n ly  ta u g h t s e x  
ed u ca tio n  to  s ix th  fo r m  s tu d e n ts  a n d  i t  h a d  th e re fo re  a ssu m e d  th a t the  
c o m m en ts  h a d  b een  s u b m itte d  b y  a  p u p i l  a g e d  o v e r  s ixteen . I t  re g re tte d  
th e  error, a n d  h a d  u n d er ta ke n  to  a lte r  its  p o lic y  on  req u es tin g  
c o m m en ts  f r o m  rea d e rs  o n  sc h o o l-re la te d  s to ries . N o n e th e less , th e  
n e w sp a p e r  d id  n o t co n s id e r  th a t th e re  w a s  a n y  ev id en ce  to  su g g e s t th a t 
th e  c o m m e n t h a d  n o t b een  s u b m itte d  b y  th e  co m p la in a n t's  daugh ter. 
T he n e w sp a p e r  s a id  it  h a d  n o t in te rv ie w e d  th e  co m p la in a n t's  d a u g h te r  
a n d  th e  p u b lic a tio n  o f  th e  c o m m en ts  d id  n o t rep re se n t a n  in trusion .

A d ju d ica tio n

T here  w a s  c le a r ly  a  d isp u te  a s  to  w h e th e r  th e  co m p la in a n t's  d a u g h te r  
h a d  in d e e d  s e n t th e  c o m m e n t a ttr ib u te d  to  her. The n e w sp a p er  h a d  
p u b lis h e d  i t  in  g o o d  fa i th  o n  th e  b a s is  th a t sh e  had. H o w ever, th e  
C o m m iss io n  w a s  c o n c e rn e d  -  b e a r in g  in  m in d  th e  su b je c t o f  the  s to r y  - 
th a t th e  n e w sp a p e r  h a d  n o t ta ken  m o re  ca re  fo l lo w in g  rece ip t o f  th e  
em ail. A b o v e  all, i t  h a d  n o t e s ta b lish e d  th e  a g e  o f  th e  co m p la in a n t's  
d a u g h te r  b e fo re  p u b lica tio n .

C la u se  6  (C h ild ren ) o f  th e  E d ito r s ' C ode  o f  P ra c tic e  h a s  a  req u irem en t  
th a t ch ild ren  u n d e r  1 6  s h o u ld  n o t b e  in te rv iew e d  on  issu es  in v o lv in g  
th e ir  o w n  w e lfa re  w ith o u t th e  co n se n t o f  a  c u s to d ia l p a ren t. T he  
C o m m iss io n  a c c e p te d  th a t th e  n e w sp a p e r  h a d  n o t a p p ro a c h e d  the

7 9 1

MODI 00035936



For Distribution to C P s

c o m p la in a n t's  d a u g h te r  d irec tly ; h o w ever, i t  h a d  so u g h t in fo rm a tio n  
f r o m  s c h o o l p u p ils  a b o u t a  c o n tro ve rs ia l issu e  reg a rd in g  th e ir  teacher. 
B y  d o in g  so , a n d  p u b lis h in g  th e  ou tcom e, th e  n ew sp a p er  h a d  en g a g ed  
in  a n  in te rv ie w  o f  sorts.

T he  a ttr ib u te d  co m m en ts  re fe r re d  to th e  s e x u a l h ea lth  o f  the  p u p il, 
w h ic h  w a s  ce r ta in ly  a  m a tte r  w h ic h  re la te d  to  h e r  w elfare. A s  such , the  
C o m m iss io n  c o n s id e re d  th a t th e  n ew sp a p er  sh o u ld  h a ve  so u g h t to  
e s ta b lish  h e r  a g e  b e fo re  p u b lica tio n . H a d  i t  d o n e  so , i t  w o u ld  h a ve  a lso  
b een  in  a  b e tte r  p o s it io n  to  v e r ify  th e  id e n tity  o f  th e  p e r so n  w h o  s e n t  
th e  em a il. I t  a lso  w o u ld  n o t h a ve  b een  a b le  to  p u b lish  the  co m m en ts  
w ith o u t p a r e n ta l consen t.

T he  C o m m iss io n  w a s  co n c e rn e d  th a t th e  n ew sp a p er  h a d  n o t g iv en  
s u ffic ie n t co n s id e ra tio n  b e fo re  p u b lish in g  a  co m m en t o f  th is  n a tu re  
f r o m  a  sc h o o l ch ild , a n d  u p h e ld  the  co m p la in t o n  th a t basis. I t  
w e lc o m e d  th e  f a c t  th a t th e  p a p e r  h a d  ch a n g e d  its  p o lic y  reg a rd in g  h o w  
c o m m e n ts  (on  s c h o o l s to r ie s )  m ig h t b e  so lic ite d  in  fu tu re .

(iii) Complaint No. 10-2836 Forest of Dean District Council v The Forest 
of Dean and Wve Valiev Review

After discussion the Commission agreed that there had heen a breach 
of Clause 1 (Accuracy) of the Code of Practice. It was also seriously 
concerned at the time taken by the newspaper to respond to the 
complaint, and asked its Chairman to write to the publisher on the 
matter. The complaint was upheld and the following text agreed for 
the adjudication:

F o r e s t o f  D e a n  D is tr ic t C o u n c il c o m p la in ed  to  th e  P ress  C om p la in ts  
C o m m iss io n  th a t tw o  a r tic le s  h e a d lin e d  “K n a c k e r e d !” a n d  “D e a d  
e n d ” p u b lis h e d  in  th e  F o re s t o f  D e a n  a n d  W ye V a lley  R ev iew  o n  14  
M a y  2 0 1 0  w e re  in a c cu ra te  a n d  m is le a d in g  in  b rea ch  o f  C lause 1 
(A ccu ra cy ) o f  th e  E d ito rs  ’ C ode  o f  P ractice .

T he c o m p la in t w a s  upheld .

T he  f i r s t  a r tic le  re p o r te d  th e  co m m en ts  o f  a  lo c a l fa rm e r , w h o  w a s  
f a c in g  a  c o u r t o rd e r  to  p r o h ib i t  o d o u r  n u isa n ce  fr o m  h is  fa r m  
fo l lo w in g  a n  a p p lic a tio n  su b m itte d  b y  th e  C o u n cil; th e  se c o n d  w a s  an  
e d ito r ia l c o lu m n  o n  th e  m atter. T he C o u n c il s a id  th a t th e  co vera g e  
w a s  in a c cu ra te ; th e  fa r m e r  h a d  n o t b een  g iv e n  a  ten -d a y  p e r io d  to  
im p le m e n t su ffic ie n t o d o u r  co n tro ls  “to  sa tis fy  a  ju d g e  i f  [ th e  
b u s in e ss]  w a n ts  to  co n tin u e  o p e r a tin g ”, b u t ra th e r  a  tw o -w e ek  p e r io d  
to  s u b m it a  d e fe n c e  to  th e  a p p lica tio n ; the  C o u n cil h a d  n o t  
“b a c k tr a c k e d ” o n  a g re e d  m ea su re s  to  co n ta in  odour; a n d  th e  C o u n cil 
w a s  n o t  s e e k in g  to  fo r c e  th e  p e r m a n e n t c lo su re  o f  the  f a r m e r ’s
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b u sin ess , a s  s ta te d  rep ea te d ly  in  th e  ed ito ria l: th e  o rd e r  o n ly  req u ired  
h im  n o t to  ca u se  a  nu isance.

T he  n e w sp a p e r  to o k  m o re  th a n  e leven  w eek s  to  p r o v id e  a  su b sta n tive  
re sp o n se  to  th e  co m p la in t a n d  its  in itia l re sp o n se  h a d  been  rece ived  
o n ly  a fte r  th e  C o m m issio n  h a d  c o n ta c ted  th e  p u b lish e r . I ts  a r tic le  h a d  
b een  b a s e d  p r im a r ily  on  a n  in te rv iew  w ith  th e  fa r m e r  a n d  a  sep a ra te  
in d iv id u a l; th e  C o u n c il h a d  re fu se d  to  c o m m en t p u b lic ly  on  th e  issu e  
a s  i t  s a id  th a t co u r t p ro c e e d in g s  w ere  u nderw ay. The n ew sp a p er  h a d  
su b se q u e n tly  b een  m a d e  a w a re  th a t th ere  w a s  f le x ib i l i ty  o n  the  d a tes  
in  w h ic h  th e  fa r m e r  c o u ld  su b m it h is  d efence. T he  n ew sp a p er  
re m a in e d  o f  th e  v iew  th a t th e  u ltim a te  a im  o f  th e  le g a l a c tio n  w o u ld  be  
th e  p e r m a n e n t c lo su re  o f  th e  p rem ises .

A d ju d ic a tio n

T he  a r tic le s  co n ta in e d  s ta te m en ts  o f  fa c t  th a t h a d  b een  d isp u te d  b y  the  
co m p la in a n t a n d  n o t b een  co rro b o ra ted  b y  th e  n ew sp a p er. T here  w a s  
n o  e v id en ce  p r e s e n te d  to  th e  C o m m issio n  th a t th e  fa r m e r  h a d  been  
g iv e n  a  1 0 -d a y  p e r io d  to  im p le m en t co n tro ls  “to  s a tis fy  a  ju d g e  i f  [ th e  
b u s in e ss]  w a n ts  to  co n tin u e  o p e r a tin g ”, o r  th a t th e  C o u n c il’s  in ten tio n  
w a s  to  “fo r c e  the  c lo su re  o f  th e  b u s in ess  p e r m a n e n tly ”. The  
n ew sp a p e r  h a d  p r o v id e d  n o  ev id en ce  to  s u p p o r t the  c la im  th a t the  
C o u n c il h a d  “b a c k tra c k e d ” o n  a n y  agreem en t. In  th e  co n tex t o f  the  
a rtic le , th e se  w ere  a l l  se r io u s  p o in ts  a n d  th e  n e w sp a p er  h a d  fa i le d  to  
d e m o n s tra te  th a t i t  h a d  ta ken  ca re  n o t to  p u b lish  in a ccu ra te  
in fo rm a tio n , o r  to  o ffe r  a p p ro p ria te  rem ed ia l a c tio n  to  th e  com pla in t. 
T h is a m o u n te d  to  a  b rea ch  o f  C la u se  1 o f  th e  Code.

In  a d d itio n , th e  C o m m iss io n  w a s  se r io u s ly  co n c e rn e d  a b o u t the  
u n a cce p ta b le  len g th  o f  tim e  i t  h a d  ta ken  f o r  th e  n e w sp a p er  to  re sp o n d  
to  th e  co m p la in t, w h ic h  w a s  a  c le a r  b rea ch  o f  th e  C o d e ’s  p re a m b le  
s ta tin g  th a t ed ito rs  “s h o u ld  co -o p era te  sw ift ly  w ith  th e  P C C  in  the  
re so lu tio n  o f  co m p la in ts  ”. T h is co m p la in t c o u ld  — a n d  sh o u ld  — have  
b een  d e a lt  w ith  q u ic k ly  o n  th e  p o in ts  o f  d isp u te d  fa c t.  T h is  w a s  a  ra re  
exa m p le  o f  a  fa i lu r e  o f  p r o p e r  co -o p era tio n  w ith  th e  P C C , w h ich  
re fle c te d  b a d ly  on  th e  ed ito r ia l s ta n d a rd s  o f  th e  n ew spaper.

T he  C o m m iss io n  w il l  b e  ta k in g  the  m a tte r  fu r th e r , fo l lo w in g  th is  
a d ju d ica tio n , a n d  s e e k in g  co n firm a tio n  o f  th e  m ea su re s  the  p a p e r  h a s  
in tro d u c e d  to  en su re  th e re  is  n o  rep ea t o f  the  p ro b lem .

(iv) Complaint No. 10-3662 Talbot v Swindon Advertiser

After discussion the Commission decided that, while there had been a 
breach of the Code of Practice in this case, the remedial steps taken by 
the newspaper were adequate. As a result, further censure was not 
required. The following adjudication was agreed;
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M r  A n th o n y  T a lb o t co m p la in e d  to  th e  P r e s s  C o m p la in ts  C o m m ission  
th a t a  fr o n t-p a g e  a r tic le  h e a d lin e d  “J u n io r  s c h o o l h e a d  g u ilty  o f  
ra p in g  c h i ld ”, a n d  a  fu r th e r  a r tic le  h e a d lin e d  “S c h o o l h ea d tea ch er  
a d m its  ra p in g  c h i ld ”, p u b lis h e d  in  th e  S w in d o n  A d v e r tis e r  on  2 9  J u n e  
2010 , w ere  in a c cu ra te  a n d  m is lea d in g  in  b rea ch  o f  C la u se  1 
(A ccu ra cy) o f  th e  E d ito rs  ’ C o d e  o f  P ra c tice .

F o llo w in g  th e  r e m e d ia l a c tio n  taken  b y  th e  n ew sp a p er, n o  fu r th e r  
a c tio n  w a s  requ ired .

T he  a r tic le s  r e p o r te d  th a t th e  co m p la in a n t, a  lo c a l p r im a r y  s c h o o l  
h ea d tea ch er, h a d  a d m itte d  e leven  c h a rg es  re la tin g  to  th e  ra p e  o f  a  
child . In  fa c t,  th e  c o m p la in a n t h a d  b een  c o n v ic te d  o f  in d e cen t a ssau lt, 
h a v in g  p le a d e d  g u ilty  to  th e se  o ffences. H e  h a d  p le a d e d  n o t g u il ty  to  
rape, a n d  h a d  n o t b een  c o n v ic te d  o f  rape. T he  c o m p la in a n t w a s  a lso  
c o n c e rn e d  th a t the  fr o n t-p a g e  h ea d lin e  su g g e s te d  m is lea d in g ly  th a t the  
cr im es  h a d  b een  co m m itte d  w h ile  h e  w a s  se rv in g  as  a  h ea d tea ch er, o r  
w ere  re la te d  to  th e  schoo l. T he  o ffen ces  h a d  ta ken  p la c e  b e tw een  19 7 8  
(w h en  th e  c o m p la in a n t w a s  th irteen ) a n d  1981. F o llo w in g  d ire c t  
co rre sp o n d en ce  b e tw een  th e  p a r tie s , a  f r o n t  p a g e  co rrec tio n  h a d  been  
p u b lis h e d  b y  th e  n e w sp a p er  w h ich  a c c e p te d  th e  e rro r  in  r e g a rd  to  the  
ra p e  charges.

T he  n e w sp a p e r  s a id  th a t i t  h a d  co n ta c te d  C a r d if f  C ro w n  C o u rt w h ich  
w e n t th ro u g h  the  2 8  ch a rg es  w ith  th e  rep o rter . T he in fo rm a tio n  h a d  
b een  c h e c k e d  th ree  tim e s  w ith  th e  court, a n d  su b se q u e n t en q u ir ie s  w ith  
G w en t P o lic e  a n d  S w in d o n  B o ro u g h  C o u n c il h a d  n o t su g g e s te d  th a t 
th e  in fo rm a tio n  w a s  in co rrec t. A s  so o n  a s  i t  b eca m e  a w a re  th a t the  
d e ta ils  w ere  w ro n g  i t  h a d  co rre c te d  th is  on  th e  f r o n t  p a g e , o n  its  
w eb s ite  a n d  h a d  re m o v e d  th e  o r ig in a l o n lin e  artic le . N o tw ith s ta n d in g  
th is  error, th e  f r o n t  p a g e  w a s  n o t m is le a d in g  a s  i t  w a s  a  “p o s te r  f r o n t  
w ith  a  c ro ss  re fe ren c e  to  th e  s to ry  w h ich  a p p e a re d  on  p a g e  5  ”.

A d ju d ica tio n

T he  n e w sp a p e r  h a d  b een  fu l l y  e n title d  to  re p o r t th e  o u tco m e  o f  the  
co u r t case, w h ich  in v o lv e d  a lleg a tio n s  o f  s e x u a l o ffen ces  a g a in s t the  
co m p la in a n t, w h o  w a s  a  lo c a l p r im a r y  s c h o o l h e a d  teacher. 
N o n e th e le ss , i t  a lso  h a d  a  re sp o n sib ility  u n d er  th e  E d i to r s ’ C ode  to  
“ta ke  c a r e ” to  en su re  th a t th e  in fo rm a tio n  i t  p r e s e n te d  w a s  n o t  
in a c cu ra te  o r  m is lea d in g  in  a  s ig n ific a n t m anner.

T he C o m m iss io n  a c c e p te d  th a t the  n e w sp a p e r  h a d  p u b lis h e d  
in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t th e  co n v ic tio n  ta k en  in  g o o d  fa i th  f r o m  the  
a p p ro p ria te  so u rc e s  (p r im a rily  th e  c o u r t itse lf). T he in fo rm a tio n , 
h o w ever, su b se q u e n tly  p r o v e d  to  b e  ina ccu ra te . A lth o u g h  th e re  w ere  
g o o d  g ro u n d s  f o r  th e  n e w sp a p e r  to  h a ve  u s e d  th is  m a teria l, i t  w a s  s til l
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r ig h t th a t i t  co rre c te d  th e  errors, p r o m p tly  a n d  w ith  d u e  p ro m in en ce . 
T h e a p o lo g y  p u b lis h e d  b y  th e  n ew sp a p er  co n stitu ted  su ffic ien t 
re m e d ia l a c tio n  in  r eg a rd  to  th e  p u b lish e d  in a ccu ra c ies  a b o u t the  
d e ta ils  o f  th e  c o m p la in a n t’s  convic tion .

T h ere  w a s  a n  a d d itio n a l p o in t, how ever. T he C om m ission  h a d  to  
c o n s id e r  w h e th e r  th e  o r ig in a l f r o n t  p a g e  h a d  g iv en  th e  m is lea d in g  
im p ress io n  th a t th e  c o m p la in a n t h a d  co m m itte d  the  o ffen ces  w h ile  h e  
w a s  a  h e a d  teacher. T h is w a s  a  m a tte r  o f  co n s id era b le  d eb a te  b e tw een  
C o m m issio n ers . I t  w a s  f e l t  th a t th e  n ew sp a p er  co u ld  h a ve  d o n e  m o re  
to  m a k e  c le a r  o n  th e  f r o n t  p a g e  th e  f u l l  c o n tex t o f  the  situ a tio n : th a t the  
o ffen ces  h a d  b een  co m m itted  b y  th e  c o m p la in a n t m a n y  y e a r s  earlier, 
b e fo re  h e  b eca m e  a  te a ch er  and, in  re la tio n  to  a  n u m b er  o f  the  
o ffen ces , w h ils t h e  w a s  a  m inor. A s  i t  s tood , th e  f r o n t  p a g e  h a d  the  
p o te n tia l  to  m islead .

T h ere  w ere  o th e r  fa c to r s  f o r  th e  C o m m issio n  to  consider. T here  w a s  
n o  d o u b t th a t th e  p r o fe s s io n  o f  th e  c o m p la in a n t w a s  re leva n t to  the  
s to ry , a n d  c o u ld  b e  le g itim a te ly  h ig h lig h te d  (as h e  h a d  been  p ro se c u te d  
a n d  c o n v ic te d  w h ile  a  s e r v in g  h e a d  teacher). T he f r o n t  p a g e  a lso  
c le a r ly  d ir e c te d  rea d ers  to  th e  f u l l  s to ry  on  p a g e  5, w h ich  in fo rm ed  
rea d ers  th a t th e  o ffen ces  p r e -d a te d  th e  c o m p la in a n t’s  p o s itio n  a s  a  
tea ch er. F in a lly , th e  f r o n t  p a g e  co rrec tio n  h a d  sp ec ifica lly  re fe rred  to  
th e  tim e  p e r io d  (a ro u n d  th ir ty  y e a r s  a g o ) in  w h ich  the  o ffen ces  h a d  
b een  co m m itted .

In  lig h t o f  th e se  fa c to r s  (e sp ec ia lly  the  f r o n t  p a g e  apo logy), the  
C o m m iss io n  w a s  sa tis fie d  th a t a n y  m is lea d in g  im p ressio n  a b o u t the  
c o m p la in a n t’s  o ffen ces  w o u ld  h a ve  b een  sa tis fa c to r ily  corrected . I t  
d id  n o t c o n s id e r  th a t a n y  fu r th e r  a c tio n  w a s  n ecessa ry  fr o m  the  
n ew sp a p er.

(v) romplaint No. 10-3624/10-3710 North v The Sunday Times / The 
Guardian

After discussion the Commission concluded that there had been no 
breach of the Code in respect of these complaints and they were not, 
therefore, upheld. Commissioners agreed the following wordings for 
the adjudications:

The Sunday Times

D r  R ic h a r d  A  E  N o r th  co m p la in e d  to  th e  P ress  C om p la in ts  
C o m m iss io n  th a t a  co rrec tio n  p u b lis h e d  in  T he S u n d a y  T im es o n  20  
J u n e  2010 , h e a d lin e d  “T he S u n d a y  T im es a n d  th e  IP C C : C o rre c tio n ”, 
w a s  in a c c u ra te  a n d  m is le a d in g  in  b rea ch  o f  C la u se  1 (A ccuracy) o f  the  
E d ito r s  ’ C o d e  o f  P ra ctice .
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T he co m p la in t w a s  n o t upheld .

T he  co rrec tio n  in  q u es tio n  w a s  p u b lis h e d  fo l lo w in g  a  co m p la in t to  the  
P C C  a b o u t a n  a r tic le  w h ich  h a d  a p p e a re d  in  T he  S u n d a y  T im es on  3 T ‘ 
J a n u a ry  2010. T he  co m p la in t w a s  r e so lv e d  b e tw een  th e  p a r tie s  w ith o u t 
fo r m a l  a d ju d ica tio n  b y  th e  C om m ission . T he  re lev a n t sec tio n  o f  the  
co rrec tio n  u n d e r  c o m p la in t w a s  th e  fo llo w in g :

T h e  a r tic le  “U N  c lim a te  p a n e l  sh a m e d  b y  b o g u s  ra in fo re s t c la im ” 
(N ew s, J a n  31 ) s ta te d  th a t th e  2 0 0 7  In te rg o v e rn m e n ta l P a n e l on  
C lim a te  C h a n g e  (IP C C ) re p o r t h a d  in c lu d e d  a n  “u n su b sta n tia ted  
c la im  ” th a t u p  to  4 0 %  o f  th e  A m a zo n  ra in fo re s t c o u ld  b e  sen s itiv e  to  

fu tu r e  ch a n g es  in  ra in fa ll. T h e  IP C C  h a d  re fe re n c e d  th e  c la im  to  a  
re p o r t p r e p a r e d  f o r  W W F  b y  A n d r e w  R o w e ll a n d  P e te r  M o o re , w h o m  
th e  a r tic le  d e sc r ib e d  a s  “g re e n  c a m p a ig n e r s ” w ith  “little  sc ien tific  
exp e r tise  ”. T he a r tic le  a lso  s ta te d  th a t th e  a u th o rs  ’ re sea rch  h a d  b een  
b a se d  o n  a  sc ie n tific  p a p e r  th a t d e a lt w ith  th e  im p a c t o f  h u m a n  a c tiv ity  
ra th e r  th a n  c lim a te  change.

In  fa c t,  th e  I P C C ’s  A m a zo n  s ta te m e n t is  s u p p o r te d  b y  p e e r -re v ie w e d  
sc ie n tific  ev id en ce . In  th e  ca se  o f  th e  W W F  report, th e  f ig u r e  had, in  
error, n o t b een  re feren ced , b u t w a s  b a se d  o n  resea rch  b y  th e  re sp ec te d  
A m a zo n  E n v iro n m e n ta l R e se a rc h  In s titu te  (IP A M ) w h ich  d id  re la te  to  
th e  im p a c t o f  c lim a te  change. W e a lso  u n d e rs ta n d  a n d  a cce p t th a t M r  
R o w e ll is  a n  e x p e r ie n c e d  en v iro n m e n ta l jo u r n a l is t  a n d  th a t D r  M o o re  
is  a n  e x p e r t in  fo r e s t  m a n a g em en t, a n d  a p o lo g ise  f o r  a n y  su g g es tio n  to  
th e  con trary .

T he  co m p la in a n t s a id  th a t tw o  p a r ts  o f  th e  c o rrec tio n  w ere  in a ccu ra te  
a n d  m is lea d in g : th e  a sse rtio n  th a t “th e  I P C C ’s  A m a zo n  s ta te m e n t is  
su p p o r te d  b y  p e e r -r e v ie w e d  sc ie n tif ic  e v id en ce  a n d  th e  c la im  th a t the  
W W F  re p o r t w a s  “b a se d  o n  resea rch  b y  th e  r e sp e c te d  A m a zo n  
E n v iro n m e n ta l R ese a rc h  In s titu te  (IP A M ) w h ic h  d id  re la te  to  th e  
im p a c t o f  c lim a te  c h a n g e  ”.

T he  co m p la in a n t s a id  th a t h e  w a s  th e  o r ig in a to r  o f  th e  c la im  th a t the  
IP C C  A m a zo n  a lleg a tio n  w a s  u n su b sta n tia ted , h a v in g  m a d e  i t  on  h is  
b lo g  b e fo re  th e  p u b lic a tio n  o f  th e  artic le . T he 3P ^ J a n u a ry  a r tic le  h a d  
a ttr ib u te d  a  re sea rch  c re d it to  h im . H e  s a id  th a t th e  o r ig in a l a ssertio n  
w a s  co rrec t, a n d  th e  re tra c tio n  o f  the  a rtic le , a n d  a d m iss io n  o f  error, 
h a d  r e fle c te d  o n  h im  p erso n a lly .

T h e  o ve rr id in g  is su e  f o r  th e  c o m p la in a n t w a s  w h e th e r  th e  c la im  h a d  
b een  “s u b s ta n tia te d ”, o r  “s u p p o r te d ”. H e  a s k e d  th e  C o m m issio n  to  
a g re e  w ith  g e n e r a l sc ie n tific  co n ven tio n : “th is  d em a n d s  th a t a  c la im  o f  
‘s u p p o r t ’, w h ich  ju s t i f ie s  a  c la im  in  a  sc ie n tif ic  d o c u m e n t (such  a s  the  

IP C C  rep o r t)  b e in g  co n s id e re d  ‘s u b s ta n tia te d ’, is  sa tis fie d  o n ly  w h en
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th e  c la im  is  re ferenced . T h is  m u s t be  e ith e r  d irectly , o r  th ro u g h  a  
c o n tin u o u s  ch a in  o f  re feren ces, to  a n  a u th o r ita tiv e  p e e r -re v ie w e d  w o rk  
s e tt in g  o u t p r im a r y  resea rch , w h ic h  h a s  b een  p u b lis h e d  in  a  rep u ta b le  
sc ie n tif ic  jo u r n a l  (o r  p u b lic a tio n  o f  eq u iva len t a u th o rity )

T he  co m p la in a n t s a id  th a t th e  IP C C ’s  A m a zo n  s ta te m e n t h a d  been  
r e fe re n c e d  to  a  p e e r -r e v ie w e d  sc ien tific  p a p er , in  th is  ca se  v ia  the  
W W F  re p o r t G lo b a l R e v ie w  o f  F o r e s t F ires. T he W W F  h a d  in d ica ted  
th a t th e  re fe ren c e  in  q u e s tio n  w a s  resea rch  b y  th e  A m a zo n  
E n v iro n m e n ta l R esea rch  In s titu te  (IP A M ) w hich , b y  co m m o n  consent, 
w a s  a c c e p te d  to  b e  its  r e p o r t F ire  in  th e  A m a zo n . To b e  u se d  a s  
“su b s ta n tia tio n  ”, th e  c o m p la in a n t s a id  th a t th is  re p o r t sh o u ld  reco rd  

p r im a r y  resea rch  a n d  b e  p e e r -re v ie w e d , o r  b e  c ro ss-re fe ren ced  to  
p a p e r s  th a t d id  so. F ire  in  th e  A m a zo n , th e  c o m p la in a n t con tended , 
w a s  n o t p e e r-rev iew ed , d id  n o t o ffe r  a n y  o r ig in a l resea rch  a n d  m a d e  
n o  re fe re n c e  to  a n y  p e e r -r e v ie w e d  w ork. A s  such , the  re fe ren c e  in  the  
co rre c tio n  to  th e  I P C C ’s  A m a zo n  s ta te m e n t b e in g  “su p p o r te d  b y  p e e r -  
re v ie w e d  sc ien tific  ev id en ce  ” w a s  inaccura te .

T h e  co m p la in a n t re je c te d  a  v ie w  th a t a  w o r k  c o u ld  b e  “s u p p o r te d ” i f  a  
g e n e r a l b o d y  o f  p e e r -r e v ie w e d  sc ien tific  w o rk  ex is te d  w h ich  a g reed  
w ith  a sse r tio n s  m ade, a n d  i t  w a s  n o t n ece ssa ry  to  id e n tify  sp ec ifica lly  
th a t w o r k  w ith in  th e  p a p e r  o r  d o cu m en t in  w h ich  th e  c la im  w a s  m ade.

In  te rm s  o f  b a ckg ro u n d , th e  c o m p la in a n t s a id  th a t th e  IP C C  re p o r t h a d  
s ta te d  th a t “u p  to  4 0 %  o f  th e  A m a zo n ia n  fo r e s ts  c o u ld  re a c t d ra stica lly  
to  eve n  a  s lig h t red u c tio n  in  p r e c ip ita tio n  ”, re fe r r in g  to  th e  R o w e ll a n d  
M o o r e  p a p e r  G lo b a l R e v ie w  o f  F o re s t F ires. T h is  p a p e r  c o n ta in ed  a  
s h o r t s e n te n c e  w h ich  a p p e a re d  (in  p a r t)  to  su p p o r t th e  IP C C  cla im : 
“U p to  40%) o f  th e  B ra z ilia n  fo r e s t  is  e x tre m e ly  sen s itiv e  to  sm a ll  
re d u c tio n s  in  th e  a m o u n t o f  r a in fa l l”. In  turn, th is  c la im  w a s  co n ta in ed  
in  a  p a r a g ra p h  f o r  w h ich  th e re  w a s  o n ly  o n e  re fe ren c e  -  a n  a r tic le  in  
th e  jo u r n a l  N a tu re . In  th e  a b se n c e  o f  a n y  o th e r  cita tion , i t  c o u ld  be  
a s su m e d  th a t th is  w a s  the  so u rc e  on  w h ich  R o w e ll a n d  M o o re  relied. 
H o w ever , c lo se  e xa m in a tio n  o f  th e  p a p e r  (w h ich  w a s  p eer-re v ie w e d )  
s h o w e d  th a t i t  d e a lt la rg e ly  w ith  th e  e ffec ts  o f  lo g g in g  in  th e  A m azon , 
w ith  n o  re fe ren c e  to  th e  4 0 %  fig u re , o r  s lig h t red u c tio n s  in  
p re c ip ita tio n . A s  such , th e  N a tu re  p a p e r  c o u ld  n o t b e  ta ken  to  su p p o r t 
th e  a sse r tio n s  b y  R o w e ll a n d  M o o re  o r  th e  IP C C . T he ch a rg e  th a t the  
c la im  w a s  “u n s u b s ta n tia te d ” w a s  sound.

T he  c o m p la in a n t a c c e p te d  th e re  w a s  a  v ie w  th a t th e  IP C C  h a d  m a d e  a  
r e fe re n c in g  error, ra th e r  th a n  a  sc ien tific  error, a s  th e re  w a s  a  
s ig n ific a n t b o d y  o f  e v id en ce  w h ic h  w a rn e d  o f  d ro u g h t in  th e  A m a zo n . 
H o w ever , th e  “c o r r e c tn e s s ” o f  th e  IP C C  cla im  w a s  “n o t r e le v a n t” to  
h is  co m p la in t;  f o r  th e  co m p la in a n t, th e  is su e  w a s  w h e th er  th e  I P C C ’s  
s ta te m e n t w a s  “su p p o r te d  b y  p e e r -r e v ie w e d  sc ie n tific  ev id en ce  ”.
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T he n e w sp a p e r  s a id  th a t th e  co rrec tio n  d id  n o t re tra c t the  en tire ty  o f  
the  o r ig in a l a rtic le ; ra ther, i t  co rre c te d  a n d  c la r ifie d  a  n u m b er  o f  
p o in ts , th e  n a tu ra l a ssu m p tio n  b e in g  th a t th o se  p a r ts  o f  th e  p ie c e  w hich  
w ere  n o t co rre c te d  a n d  c la r ifie d  w ere  a ccura te . T h a t it ch o se  to  
rem o ve  th e  a r tic le  (a n d  n o t rew r ite  it) w a s  a  m a tte r  o f  ed ito r ia l 
p rero g a tiv e .

T he  n e w sp a p e r  s a id  th a t th e  sp e c ific  p a r t  o f  the  co rrec tio n  n o w  u n d er  
c o m p la in t r e la te d  to  an  in a c cu ra te  a sse rtio n  th a t a  c la im  in  th e  2007 
IP C C  re p o r t ( th a t 40% o f  th e  A m a zo n  ra in fo re s t w a s  sen s itiv e  to  sm a ll 
ch a n g es  in  ra in fa ll)  h a d  b een  b a se d  on  resea rch  u n re la ted  to  c lim a te  
change. I t  a lso  a c te d  to  co u n te r  a n y  fa l s e  im p ressio n  to  rea d ers  th a t 
th e  c la im  a s  a  w h o le  h a d  n o  b a s is  in  p e e r -re v ie w e d  science.

T he  n e w sp a p e r  s ta te d  th a t th e  b a ckg ro u n d  to  th e  co rrec tio n  w a s  as  
fo l lo w s :

“T he IP C C  c la im  h a d  b een  re fe re n c e d  to  a  W W F  report. G lo b a l 
R e v ie w  o f  F o r e s t F ires. T h is rep o rt, w ritten  b y  R o w e ll a n d  M oore , 
su g g e s te d  in  o n e  p a ra g ra p h  th a t “u p  to  40% o f  the  B ra z ilia n  fo r e s t  is  
ex tre m e ly  sen s itiv e  to  sm a ll red u c tio n s  in  th e  a m o u n t o f  ra in fa ll ”. This  
p a r a g ra p h  w e n t o n  to  d e sc r ib e  th e  in c rea se  in  f i r e  r is k  a n d  the  
d ecrea se  in  s o i l  w a te r  a va ila b ility  in  1998. A t  th e  e n d  o f  th is  
p a r a g ra p h  th e re  w a s  a  s in g le  re fe ren c e  to  a  19 9 9  p a p e r  b y  D a n ie l  
N e p s ta d  co n c e rn in g  th e  im p a c t o f  lo g g in g  a n d  f i r e  on  th e  A m a zo n . 
S o m e  rea d ers  o f  th e  W W F  re p o r t co n c lu d ed  th a t N e p s ta d ’s  p a p e r  w a s  
th e re fo re  th e  so u rc e  f o r  th e  “ 40%>’’ cla im . H o w ever, R o w e ll a n d  
M o o re  h a d  s ta te d  th a t the  N e p s ta d  p a p e r  w a s  th e  re fe ren ce  o n ly  f o r  the  
la te r  p a r t  o f  th e  p a ra g ra p h  a n d  n o t f o r  th e  40% claim . The re feren ce  

f o r  th e  40%) c la im  h a d  been  m is ta ken ly  om itted . A c c o rd in g  to  R ow ell, 
M o o re  a n d  N ep sta d , th e  “ 40%o”  c la im  s h o u ld  h a ve  b een  re fe ren c ed  to  
n o n -p e e r -re v ie w e d  resea rch  b y  “I P A M ” (th e  A m a zo n  E n v iro n m en ta l 
R ese a rc h  In s titu te , fo u n d e d  b y  N ep sta d ) -  e ith e r  I P A M ’s  1999  
o v e rv ie w  F ire  in  th e  A m a zo n  o r  th e  in s ti tu te ’s  w eb site , bo th  o f  w h ich  
s ta te d  th a t “ 30-40%  o f  th e  fo r e s ts  o f  th e  B ra z ilia n  A m a zo n  are  
se n s itiv e  to  s m a ll ch a n g es  in  r a in fa l l”. ”

O n th is  basis , th e  n e w sp a p er  s a id  th a t cr itic ism  o f  th e  IP C C  re p o r t on  
th e  g r o u n d s  th a t it  h a d  c ite d  resea rch  re la te d  to  lo g g in g  ra th e r  than  
c lim a te  c h a n g e  w a s  incorrec t. T he n e w sp a p er  h a d  a c c e p te d  th a t the  
a r tic le  w a s  w ro n g  o n  th is  p o in t.

O n th e  s e c o n d  issue, th e  n e w sp a p e r  s a id  th a t th e  IP C C  h a d  b een  the  
s u b je c t o f  b ro a d e r  -  a n d  a rg u a b ly  leg itim a te  -  cr itic ism  f o r  re ly in g  on  
a  n o n -p e e r -re v ie w e d  W W F  rep o rt, p a r tic u la r ly  s in c e  th e  re leva n t 
s o u rc e  in  th e  W W F  re p o r t w a s  n e ith e r  r e fe re n c e d  n o r  a  p e e r -re v ie w e d  
p a p e r . H o w ever , th e  o v e ra ll c la im  i t s e l f  d id  h a ve  so m e  b a sis  in  p e e r -  
re v ie w e d  lite ra tu re . In  p a r tic u la r , th e  n e w sp a p er  c ite d  th e  fo l lo w in g
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p a p e r s :  L ew is , 2005 , “T ro p ica l fo r e s ts  a n d  the  ch a n g in g  earth  
sy s te m s  ” in  P h ilo so p h ic a l T ra n sa c tio n s  o f  th e  R o y a l So cie ty ; 
H u n tin g fo rd  e t  a l ,  2008 , “T o w a rd  q u a n tify in g  u n cer ta in ty  in  
p re d ic t io n s  o f  A m a zo n  ‘d ie b a c k ’”, in  P h ilo so p h ica l T ra n sa c tio n s  o f  
th e  R o y a l S o c ie ty ; P h illip s  e t  al., 2009 , “D ro u g h t sen s itiv ity  o f  the  
A m a zo n  r a in fo r e s t” in  S c ien ce ; a n d  D a n ie l N e p s ta d ’s  1994  N a tu re  
a n d  2 0 0 4  G lo b a l C h a n g e  B io lo g y  p a p ers . A f te r  p u b lic a tio n  o f  the  
o r ig in a l a rtic le , N e p s ta d  h a d  re le a se d  a  p u b lic  s ta te m e n t s a y in g  th a t 
th e se  p a p e r s  d e m o n s tra te d  th a t h a l f  o f  th e  A m a zo n  fo r e s t  h a d  been  
c r itic a lly  a ffe c te d  b y  d ro u g h t a n d  th a t “in  sum , th e  IP C C  s ta te m e n t on  
th e  A m a zo n  w a s  c o r r e c t”.

T he  n e w sp a p e r  s a id  th a t th e  c o m p la in a n t h a d  a rg u e d  th a t th e  term  
“u n s u b s ta n tia te d ” c o u ld  o n ly  r e fe r  to  w h e th er  th e  IP C C  rep o r t  
co rrec tly  r e fe re n c e d  its  c la im  to  a  p e e r -r e v ie w e d  so u rce; the  o r ig in a l  
co m p la in a n ts , co n verse ly , h a d  su g g e s te d  th a t rea d ers  w o u ld  
u n d e rs ta n d  th a t th e re  w a s  n o  e v id e n tia l b a s is  in  th e  c la im  w h a tso ev er  
(w h ich  w a s  n o t th e  case).

T h e  n ew sp a p e r  s a id  th a t i t  h a d  a c c e p te d  th a t th e re  w a s  p o te n tia l  
a m b ig u ity  o v e r  th e  o r ig in a l u se  o f  th e  te rm  “u n su b s ta n tia te d ”. I ts  
c o rrec tio n  d id  n o t r e tra c t th e  te rm  b u t n o te d  th a t it  h a d  been  u s e d  in  
th e  o r ig in a l p ie c e . T he  c o rrec tio n  c la r ifie d  th a t th e re  w a s  “p e e r -  
re v ie w e d  sc ie n tific  e v id en ce  th a t ‘su p p o rts  ’ th e  4 0 %  claim . I t  d o es  n o t  
e x p re ss  a  v ie w  o n  w h e th e r  th is  ev id en ce  is  c o m p e llin g  o r  th e  c la im  
i t s e l f  correct. N o r  d o es  i t  a s se r t th a t th e  IP C C  rep o r t co rrec tly  
re fe re n c e d  its  c la im  to  th is  p e e r -r e v ie w e d  ev id en ce  ”.

A d ju d ic a tio n

I t  w a s  im p o r ta n t to  n o te  th a t th e  C o m m iss io n  h a d  n o t p re v io u s ly  m a d e  
a  ru lin g  o n  th e  a c c u ra c y  o r  o th e rw ise  o f  th e  3 P ‘ J a n u a ry  artic le . T h a t 
c o m p la in t h a d  b een  se tt le d  b e tw een  the  co m p la in a n ts  a n d  n ew sp a p er, 
w ith  th e  P C C  a c tin g  a s  m ed ia to r , b y  th e  n ew sp a p er  vo lu n ta r ily  
p u b lis h in g  th e  co rrec tio n . T he C o m m iss io n  w a s  n o w  ta sk e d  w ith  
c o n s id e r in g  w h e th e r  th is  co rrec tio n  w a s  i t s e l f  in a ccu ra te  o r  
m islea d in g . In d eed , i t  w a s  b e in g  asked , in  effect, to  u p h o ld  a  co m p la in t 
a g a in s t th e  n e w sp a p e r  f o r  p u b lis h in g  (in  g o o d  fa i th )  a  co rrec tio n  to  a n  
a r tic le  to  w h ich  th e  c o m p la in a n t h a d  h im s e l f  con tribu ted . T hese  
u n u su a l c ircu m s ta n ce s  w ere  a c k n o w le d g e d  b y  th e  C o m m issio n  w h en  
c o n s id e r in g  th e  co m p la in t.

U n d er th e  te rm s o f  C la u se  1, n ew sp a p ers  h a ve  a n  o b lig a tio n  to  ta ke  
ca re  n o t to  p u b lis h  in a c cu ra te  o r  m is lea d in g  in form a tio n , in c lu d in g  
in fo rm a tio n  o f  a  sc ie n tif ic  n a ture . O f  course , th e  to p ic  o f  c lim a te  
c h a n g e  is  o n e  th a t b r in g s  w ith  i t  ro b u s t a n d  o n g o in g  deba te , o ften  w ith  
s tr o n g  d isa g re e m e n t b e tw een  o p p o s in g  sides. T he C o m m issio n  h a s  
p r e v io u s ly  r u le d  th a t i t  is  n o t its  ro le  to  “m a ke  f in d in g s  o f  f a c t  on
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w h ere  th e  tru th  a b o u t c lim a te  ch a n g e  lies, b u t to c o n s id e r  w h e th er  
n ew sp a p ers  h a ve  a b id e d  b y  th e  te rm s o f  the  C ode w h en  p r e s e n tin g  
in fo rm a tio n  to  th e ir  r e a d e r s ”. The C o m m issio n  th e re fo re  h a d  reg a rd  
f o r  th e  f a c t  th a t th e  co m p la in t re la te d  to  a  to p ic  w h ere  th e re  w ere  
s tro n g ly  co m p e tin g  v iew s o n  co m p lex  te ch n ica l issu es  w h ich  fo r m e d  
th e  su b je c t o f  o n g o in g  a ca d em ic  debate.

T h e  c o m p la in a n t s a id  th a t th e  co rrec tio n  w a s  in a ccu ra te  a n d  
m is le a d in g  b y  s ta tin g  th a t th e  “I P C C ’s  s ta te m en t is  su p p o r te d  b y  p e e r -  
re v ie w e d  sc ien tific  e v id e n c e ” b eca u se  i t  w a s  n o t “s u p p o r te d ” in  the  
se n se  w h ich  is  a c c e p te d  b y  sc ien tific  conven tion . H o w ever, the  
C o m m iss io n  w a s  o f  th e  v iew  th a t th e  n ew sp a p er  w a s  e n title d  to  exp ress  
th e  co rrec tio n  in  la y m a n ’s  term s. The C o m m issio n  n o te d  th a t the  
n e w sp a p e r  w a s  a b le  to  d em o n s tra te  th a t p e e r -re v ie w e d  s tu d ie s  ex is ted  
w hich , a rg u a b ly , c o u ld  b e  s a id  to  “s u p p o r t” th e  th ru s t o f  th e  IP C C ’s  
s ta te m e n t in  a  m o re  g e n e r a l sense .

T h e  C o m m issio n  u n d e rs to o d  th e  c o m p la in a n t’s  p o s it io n  a n d  a g reed  
th a t th e  co rrec tio n  c o u ld  h a ve  b een  exp re ssed  m o re  c learly , b u t i t  w as  
n o t -  in  th e  C o m m iss io n ’s  o p in io n  -  m is lea d in g  to  readers. The  
c o n te x t h e re  w a s  im p o rta n t: th e  item  w a s d e s ig n e d  to  c o rre c t w h a t the  
n e w sp a p e r  a c c e p te d  w ere  p o te n tia l ly  m is lea d in g  e lem e n ts  to  its  
o r ig in a l s to ry ; th e  co rrec tio n  i t s e l f  w a s  n o t a  co m p reh en s ive  sc ien tific  
a n a ly s is  o f  th e  su b jec t, a n d  rea d ers  w o u ld  u n d e rs ta n d  this. The  
C o m m iss io n  c o n s id e red  th a t th e  te rm s o f  th is  a d ju d ica tio n  w o u ld  
u se fu lly  se rve  to  s e t  ou t, in  g re a te r  deta il, th e  issu es  su rro u n d in g  the  
m atter.

T he  c o m p la in a n t h a d  a lso  a rg u e d  th a t th e  co rrec tio n  w a s  in a ccu ra te  
a n d  m is lea d in g  b y  s ta tin g  th a t th e  W W F  rep o r t “w a s  b a se d  on  
re sea rch  b y  th e  r e sp e c te d  A m a zo n  E n v iro n m en ta l R esea rch  In s titu te  
(IP A M ) w h ich  d id  re la te  to  th e  im p a c t o f  c lim a te  c h a n g e ”. G iven  th a t 
th e re  h a d  b een  a  re fe re n c in g  o m iss io n  — a n d  th e  p o s itio n  h a d  s in ce  
b een  c la r ifie d  b y  th e  a u th o rs  o f  th e  re p o r t -  th e  C o m m iss io n  w a s  o f  the  
v ie w  th a t the  n e w sp a p er  w a s  e n title d  to  a d d ress  th is  p o in t  in  the  
co rrec tio n . T he co rrec tio n  d id  n o t c la im  th a t th e  IP A M  resea rch  h a d  
b een  p r o p e r ly  r e fe ren c ed  o r  w a s  i t s e l f  p ee r-rev iew ed . I t  s a id  th a t the  
re sea rch  w a s  “r e s p e c te d ”, w h ich  w a s  c lea rly  a  va lu e  ju d g e m e n t on  the  
p a r t  o f  th e  n ew sp a p er, a n d  th a t it  d id  re la te  to  th e  im p a c t o f  c lim a te  
change. The C o m m iss io n  d id  n o t c o n s id e r  th a t th ese  p o in ts  c o u ld  b e  
s a id  to  b e  fa c tu a lly  in a c cu ra te  o r  m islead ing .

The Guardian

D r  R ic h a rd  A  E  N o r th  c o m p la in ed  to  th e  P re s s  C o m p la in ts  
C o m m iss io n  th a t a  b lo g  p o s t  p u b lis h e d  o n  g u a rd ia n .co .u k , h ea d lin ed  
“S u n d a y  T im es a d m its  A m a zo n g a te  ’ s to ry  w a s  ru bb ish . B u t w h o ’s  to
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b la m e ? ”, w a s  in a c cu ra te  a n d  m is le a d in g  in  b rea ch  o f  C la u se  1 
(A ccu ra cy ) o f  th e  E d ito rs  ’ C o d e  o f  P ractice .

T h e  c o m p la in t w a s  n o t upheld .

T h e  a r tic le  w a s  a  b lo g  p o s t  b y  G eo rg e  M o n b io t w h ich  fo l lo w e d  the  
p u b lic a tio n  o f  a  co rrec tio n  b y  th e  S u n d a y  T im es in  r e g a rd  to  a n  a r tic le  
o f  31 J a n u a ry  2010. T he  a r tic le  r e fe rre d  to  th e  co m p la in a n t. T he  
co m p la in a n t h a d  a lso  c o m p la in e d  th a t th e  co rrec tio n  i t s e l f  w a s  
in a c cu ra te  a n d  m islea d in g , a n d  the  C o m m issio n  h a s  is su e d  a  sep a ra te  
a d ju d ica tio n  in  th is  regard .

T he  co m p la in a n t s a id  th a t th e  fo l lo w in g  s ta te m e n t in  th e  p o s t  w a s  
in a c cu ra te  a n d  m islea d in g : “N o w  th a t th e  IP C C  h a s  b een  v in d ica ted , 
its  a ccu sers . N o r th  f i r s t  a m o n g s t them , a re  e x p o se d  f o r  p e d d l in g  
in a ccu ra cy , m isre p re se n ta tio n  a n d  fa l s e h o o d ”. W hile  th e  co m p la in a n t 
to o k  n o  issu e  w ith  th e  c o lu m n is t’s  “in su ltin g  tone, n o r  h is  f r e e  u se  o f  
o b v io u s  in s u lts ”, h e  s a id  th a t su ch  a  c la im  w e n t “o v e r  th e  l i n e ”. 
A lth o u g h  w r itten  in  a  b log , th is  w a s  n o t “fr a m e d  a s  o p in io n  o r  
in te n d e d  a s  su ch  ”. T he co m p la in a n t s a id  th a t it  c o u ld  n o t b e  c o rre c t to  
a rg u e  th a t a  b lo g  n ece ssa r ily  o n ly  d e a lt w ith  op in ion . H e  re je c te d  the  
f a i r  c o m m e n t’ d e fen ce  p u t  fo r w a r d  b y  th e  n ew sp a p er  w h en  h e  
c o n ta c te d  i t  d irec tly  to  com pla in .

T he  co m p la in a n t p o in te d  to  tw o  issu es: the  a ssu m p tio n  th a t th e  IP C C  
h a d  b een  “v in d ic a te d ”; a n d  th e  a sse r tio n  th a t th e  c o m p la in a n t h a d  
b een  “e x p o se d  f o r  p e d d l in g  in a ccu ra cy , m isre p re se n ta tio n  a n d  

fa l s e h o o d ”. H e  re je c te d  bo th  cla im s.

In  r e g a r d  to  th e  f ir s t ,  th e  c o m p la in a n t s a id  th a t th e  c o lu m n is t d id  n o t  
k n o w  th e  f u l l  s to ry  a s  to  w h y  th e  S u n d a y  T im es a r tic le  h a d  b een  
re tra c ted : th e  is su es  re la tin g  to  th e  IP C C  h a d  p r e d a te d  th e  a r tic le  a n d  
b een  p u b lis h e d  b y  o th e r  n e w sp a p ers  w h ich  h a d  n o t  re tra c te d  th e  
c la im s. T he co lu m n is t h a d  fa i l e d  to  g o  b e y o n d  the  f a c t  o f  th e  re tra c tio n  
a n d  th e  a p o lo g y  to  lo o k  a t a l l  th e  issues. O n th e  s e c o n d  p o in t, the  
c o m p la in a n t s a id  th a t -  w h ile  h e  h a d  a s s is te d  in  te rm s o f  re sea rch  on  
th e  S u n d a y  T im es a r tic le  -  h e  d id  n o t w r ite  th e  p ie c e , a n d  c o u ld  n o t  b e  
h e ld  r e sp o n sib le  f o r  it.

T he  n e w sp a p e r  s a id  th a t its  co lu m n is t w a s  re n o w n e d  f o r  h is  “ro b u s t  
p o le m ic  s ty l e ”. T he p o s t  in  q u es tio n  w a s  c lea r ly  a  c o m m en t p ie c e :  it  
h a d  b een  la b e lle d  a s  the  c o lu m n is t’s  b log , a n d  u s e d  th e  la n g u a g e  o f  
co m m en t. I t  w a s  “q u ite  c lea r ly  h is  op in ion , b a se d  o n  h is  o w n  
k n o w le d g e  a n d  b e lie fs  ”. I t  a r g u e d  th a t th e  c la im s w ere  f a i r  c o m m e n t ’. 
R e a d e rs  w o u ld  h a ve  re c o g n ise d  th a t o th e r  v iew s w ere  a va ila b le  o n  a  
h ig h ly  c o n ten tio u s  su b je c t a b o u t w h ich  th e  c o lu m n is t a n d  the  
c o m p la in a n t c lea r ly  h e ld  e n tire ly  co n tra ry  op in ions.
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T he n e w sp a p e r  s a id  th a t th e  c la im  th a t th e  IP C C  h a d  been  
“v in d ic a te d ” w a s  c le a r ly  a n  o p in io n  (b a sed  o n  th e  co rrec tio n  in  the  
S u n d a y  T im es  w h ich  rea d ers  c o u ld  a c c e ss  v ia  a  re la te d  blog). The  
re fe ren c e  to  v in d ica tio n  in  i t s e l f  r is k e d  cha llenge, a s  th is  w a s  a  
su b je c tiv e  p o in t;  h o w ever, th e  c o lu m n is t h a d  m a d e  p la in  the  b a s is  f o r  
th is  co n c lu s io n  a n d  i t  w a s  “u n n e c e ssa ry  f o r  h im  to  co n s id er  eve ry  
u n re tra c te d  p o le m ic  a g a in s t th e  IP C C  in  re a c h in g  th a t v ie w ”.

T he fu r th e r  c la im  a b o u t “p e d d l in g  in a ccu ra cy , m isrep re sen ta tio n  a n d  
f a l s e h o o d ” w a s  a n  o p in io n  w h ich  e x te n d e d  lo g ica lly  f r o m  h is  v ie w  th a t  
th e  IP C C  h a d  b een  v in d ic a te d  in  th e  fa c e  o f  its  c r itic s  (w ith  the  
co m p la in a n t c h i e f  a m o n g s t th em ): “In  o th e r  w ords, i f  th e  U N  b o d y  h a d  
n o t b een  ‘s h a m e d ’ a n d  h a d  n o t m a d e  ‘b o g u s  c la im s ’ (a s th e  S u n d a y  
T im es h a d  c la im ed ); a n d  i f  its  s ta te m e n t o n  c lim a te  ch a n g e  w a s  in  f a c t  
‘su p p o r te d  b y  p e e r -r e v ie w e d  lite ra tu re  ’ a n d  ‘d id  re la te  th e  im p a c t o f  
c lim a te  c h a n g e ’ o n  th e  ra in fo re s t (P C C -a g re e d  correction ), i t  w a s  
th e re fo re  n o t g u il ty  o f  ‘fa l s e  p r e d ic t io n s ’ a n d  ‘g ro ss ly  e x a g g e ra te d ’ 
c la im s  ‘u n su p p o r te d  b y  s c ie n c e ’ w h ich  D r  N o r th  — in  M o n b io t's  
o p in io n  — h a s  in a c cu ra te ly  s ta te d  in  h is  b lo g s  ”.

The n e w sp a p e r  a d d e d  th a t ea ch  s id e  in  th e  c lim a te  ch a n g e  d eb a te  m a y  
-  a n d  fr e q u e n t ly  d o es  -  a cc u se  th e  o th e r  o f  g e ttin g  i t  w rong , a n d  th a t  
sc ie n tific  d e b a te  d e p e n d e d  o n  c la im s  b e in g  ch a llen g ed  a n d  debunked . 
In  th is  case , th e  co lu m n is t h a d  a p o lo g ise d  f o r  o n e  e rro r  (w h ich  h a d  
b een  a p p e n d e d  p ro m in e n tly  to  th e  b lo g ) a n d  th e  n ew sp a p er  h a d  o ffe red  
th e  c o m p la in a n t a n  o p p o r tu n ity  to  re p ly  o f  1 ,0 0 0  w ords, c ro ss-lin ked  

f r o m  th e  b log . H e  h a d  ta ken  u p  th is  o ffer.

The c o m p la in a n t s a id  th a t h e  h a d  ta k en  u p  th e  o ffer, w h ich  h a d  b een  
m a d e  b e fo re  th e  in v o lv e m e n t o f  th e  C om m ission . H o w ever, h is  
c o m p la in t r e s te d  o n  th e  n e w s p a p e r ’s  c la im  th a t a n y th in g  la b e lled  a s  
c o m m e n t a llo w e d  th e  a u th o r  to  a v o id  a n y  re sp o n sib ility  f o r  fa c tu a l  
a ccu ra cy : w h ile  co lu m n is ts  c o u ld  b e  ro b u s t in  exp re ss in g  th e ir  view s, 
th e y  w ere  r e q u ir e d  to  b a se  th o se  v iew s  o n  fa c t.  H e  s a id  th a t th e  tw o  
c la im s  h a d  b een  p r e s e n te d  a s  fa c t ,  w h ic h  d id  n o t a llo w  f o r  a ltern a tive  
p o s s ib il i t ie s  o f  in terp re ta tio n . H e  re q u e s te d  a n  a p o lo g y  fr o m  the  
n ew sp a p er.

A d ju d ic a tio n

T he a r tic le  in  q u es tio n  w a s  a  b lo g  p o s t, w h ich  c lea r ly  so u g h t to  
re p re se n t th e  c o lu m n is t’s  tr e n c h a n t v ie w s  on  a n  o n g o in g  con troversy . 
A s  a  g e n e r a l p o in t , th e  C o m m iss io n  w a s  sa tis fie d  th a t rea d ers  w o u ld  
h a ve  r e c o g n ise d  th a t th e  a r tic le  a s  a  w h o le  r e p re se n te d  M r  M o n b io t’s  
o p in io n  o n  th e  issue , a n d  in d e e d  th e  com p la in a n t. N o n e th e le ss , th e  
p u b lic a tio n  w a s  s t i l l  b o u n d  b y  th e  te rm s  o f  C la u se  1 (A ccu ra cy) in
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te rm s o f  ta k in g  ca re  n o t to  p u b lis h  ina ccu ra te , m is lea d in g  o r  d is to r te d  
in fo rm a tio n . T he C o m m iss io n  h a s  recen tly  u p h e ld  a  co m p la in t a b o u t a  
b lo g  p ie c e  w h ich  m a d e  a  s ta te m e n t o f  f a c t  w h ich  c o u ld  n o t be  
su b sta n tia ted .

T he  tw o  p o in ts  o f  d isp u te  h e re  w ere  n o t sp ec ific  s ta te m en ts  o f  fa c t ,  
h o w ever. T he C o m m issio n  to o k  th e  v ie w  th a t th e  re fe ren ce  to  th e  IP C C  
b e in g  “v in d ic a te d ” c lea r ly  r e p re se n te d  th e  c o lu m n is t’s  in te rp re ta tio n  
o f  th e  co rrec tio n  w h ich  th e  S u n d a y  T im es h a d  p u b lish e d . R e a d e rs  h a d  
b een  in fo rm e d  o f  th e  b a c k g ro u n d  to  th e  m atter, a n d  th e  b a s is  up o n  
w h ich  th e  c o lu m n is t h a d  m a d e  su ch  a  ju d g e m en t. T h is  w as, o f  
n ecess ity , a  su b je c tiv e  p o s itio n , b a se d  on  th e  c o lu m n is t’s  in te rp re ta tio n  
o f  a  s ta te d  s e t  o f  events.

T he  s e c o n d  p o in t  ra ise d  b y  th e  c o m p la in a n t re la te d  to  a  fo r c e fu l  
a lleg a tio n  w h ich  a c c u se d  h im , a n d  o thers, o f  “p e d d l in g  ina ccu ra cy , 
m isre p re se n ta tio n  a n d  fa l s e h o o d ”. A g a in , h o w ever, th e  m a tte r  
a p p e a re d  to  re la te  to  a n  exp re ss io n  o f  o p in io n  b y  the  co lu m n ist, w h ich  
th e  c o m p la in a n t h a d  d isp u ted , ra th e r  th a n  ver ifia b le  fa c t.  T he  
re fe re n c e  to  “in a ccu ra cy , m isre p re se n ta tio n  a n d  fa l s e h o o d ” w a s  
c lea r ly  lin k e d  to  th e  f a c t  th a t th e  S u n d a y  T im es h a d  p u b lis h e d  a  
co rrec tio n  re g a rd in g  a n  a r tic le  to  w h ich  th e  co m p la in a n t h a d  m a d e  
so m e  co n trib u tio n . T h is w a s  th e  b a s is  f o r  M r  M o n b io t’s  cla im , a n d  
rea d ers  w o u ld  b e  w e ll a w a re  o f  this.

In  th e  rea lm  o f  b lo g g in g  (e sp ec ia lly  in  ca ses  to u c h in g  u p o n  
co n tro v e rs ia l to p ic s  su ch  a s  c lim a te  change), th e re  is  lik e ly  to  b e  
s tro n g  a n d  fe r v e n t  d isa g reem en t, w ith  w r ite rs  m a k in g  u se  o f  em o tive  
te rm s a n d  s tr id e n t rhe toric . T h is  is  a  n ece ssa ry  co n seq u en ce  o f  f r e e  
sp eech . T he C o m m iss io n  f e l t  th a t i t  s h o u ld  b e  s lo w  to in te rven e  in  this, 
u n le ss  th e re  is  ev id en ce  o f  fa c tu a l in a c cu ra c y  o r  m is lea d in g  s ta tem en t. 
I t  d id  n o t f i n d  e ith e r  on  th is  occasion .

T h ere  w a s  a lso  a n o th e r  p o in t. T he  n ew sp a p er  h a d  a llo w e d  the  
c o m p la in a n t th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  ch a llen g e  in  a n o th e r  b lo g  (a t so m e  
le n g th ) th e  p o s it io n  ta ken  b y  M r  M o n b io t, in c lu d in g  h is  a ccu sa tio n  o f  
in a ccu ra cy . T h is  w o u ld  m a ke  rea d ers  a w a re  o f  th e  f u l l  c o n tex t o f  the  
d isp u te  a n d  th e  c o m p la in a n t’s  rebu tta l. I t  w a s  a  p ro p o r tio n a te  
re sp o n se  to  th e  c o m p la in t in  th e  c ircu m sta n ces, a n d  a p p ro p ria te  g iv en  
th a t th e  c la im s h a d  th e m se lv e s  a p p e a re d  in  a  blog.

The C o m m iss io n  d id  n o t u p h o ld  th e  com pla in t.
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(vi) The Commission fonnally approved (subject to individual queries on 
specific complaints raised with the office) the following PCC Papers, 
which had contained draft adjudications for Commissioners’ 
ratification or otherwise: 4888, 4889, 4890, 4891, 4892, 4893, 4894, 
4895, 4896, 4897, 4898, 4899, 4900, 4901, 4902, 4903, 4904, 4906, 
4907, 4908, 4909, 4910, 4911, 4912, 4913, 4914, 4915, 4916, 4917, 
4918, 4919, 4920. All papers had been circulated since the previous 
Commission meeting.

PCC response to Independent Governance Review

Commissioners discussed a draft response to the Independent Governance 
Review, which had been drafted following an earlier meeting on the subject. 
Members proposed and discussed a number o f  amendments and asked that a 
redrafted version o f the response be circulated for further consideration.

The PCC and Financial Journalism

Commissioners considered a paper on the subject o f  financial journalism, 
which reported an initiative by the office to remind relevant industry executives 
o f the requirements set out in the Code o f Practice and the PCC’s additional 
Guidance in this area. The office had considered it an appropriate moment to 
initiate this action because five years had elapsed since its Guidance on 
financial journalism was revised. Commissioners welcomed the secretariat’s 
proposal to host a seminar for relevant journalists on the subject in the early 
part o f  2011.

Media attention following a death: revision o f PCC Literature

Commissioners considered revisions to PCC literature about how the 
Commission can help those who experience media attention following the 
death o f  a fiiend or relative. The proposed amendments had been in light o f 
recent comments by a journalist who found him self in such a situation and who 
argued that the PCC’s services in this area were not sufficiently clear.

Members o f  the Commission welcomed the revised text and made a number o f 
additional suggestions as to how it might be improved further. The office 
committed to wider consultation on the document and to redraft the text for 
circulation among Commissioners again in due course.
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8. Communicating PCC Rulings

Commissioners discussed proposals to regularise the way in which the PCC 
publishes its adjudications. A number o f concerns were raised, to which 
Commissioners requested the office give further thought. It was agreed that a 
second paper on the subject would be presented at the Commission’s next 
meeting for consideration.

9. PCC website

Commissioners were updated on work being undertaken to re-design the PCC’s 
website -  the first such undertaking since the current site was launched in 2006. 
The project was welcomed by Commissioners.

10. Report on Code Committee Meeting -  21 October 2010

Commissioners received and discussed a short report on the Code o f Practice 
Committee’s recent meeting, which had been attended by the PCC Chairman 
and Director.

11. Ratification o f Code Change

Commissioners had previously been consulted -  along with representatives o f 
the newspaper and magazine industry -  about a proposal by the Code of 
Practice Committee to amend Clause 1 (Accuracy) o f the Code. No substantive 
concerns had been raised about the suggested change and the Commission 
ratified the amendment formally.

12. Chairman and Director’s meetings

Commissioners received an update on appointments undertaken by the 
Chairman and Director.

13. Any other business

1. Online working group

The Commission received a minute on the first meeting o f the online 
working group. Its next meeting would be held in December.
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2. ATVOD

Commissioners discussed recent communications by ATVOD, which 
appeared to indicate a view that video on demand being broadcast by certain 
newspaper and magazine websites could fall within its remit, rather than the 
PCC’s. It was agreed that this was primarily an issue for the industry, but 
the Commission asked the Chairman and Director o f the PCC to examine the 
matter further and update members with any developments.

3. Deputy Chairman

It was announced that Ian Nichol had agreed to become the Commission’s 
Deputy Chairman.

4. PCC parliamentary reception

Commissioners were reminded that a parliamentary reception was to be held 
by the PCC on Tuesday 2 November for MPs and peers. The event was to 
be hosted in conjunction with Graham Brady MP and Madeleine Moon MP.

14. Date o f next meeting

2.00pm on Wednesday, 8*** December 2010 at Halton House, 20/23 Holbom, 
London ECl.
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