For Distribution to CPs

~ m A AsA wrAA Y W s AW Y a7Es

0

o g
020-7219-5118 | HOUSE OF COMMONS  20.7219-5490 (PA / Rescarcher)
020-7219-5974 (Fax) LONDON SW1A 0AA - 020-7219-6582 (Secretary)

12 January 2004 -

Dear Sir Christopher
I enclose a Point of Order I raised in the House before Christmaé.

I would draw your attention to paragraph three, and would welcome the
Commission’s views as to whether the recommendation - that there should be a clear
public interest to justify covert tape recording - should not be equally applied to
other citizens?

I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely

~ CLIVE SOLEYMP -7 -

Sir Christopher Meyer
Chairman

Press Complaints Commission
1 Salisbury Square

LONDON

EC4Y 8JB e

MOD100039345
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020-7219-5118 - HOUSE OF COMMONS  450.7219-5490 (PA / Researcher)
020-7219-5974 (Fax) LONDON SWiA 0AA 020-7219-6582 (Secretary)
POINT OF ORDER DECEMBER 16 2003
Mr Speaker

You may remember that on 11 November I raised a Point of Order on News International.
Since then, I have written to Mr Rupert Murdoch, Chairman of the parent company,
seeking clarification of some points. However, another event took place following that
Point of Order which I felt I should draw to your attention, and to the attention of the
House. '

I have been aware for a couple of years that a small number of journalists do tape record
conversations with MPs. It is important to remember that a small number of MPs also
tape record conversations with journalists. ‘

Mr Speaker, although I am raising this issue in relation to MPs and journalists, I shall also
raise it with the Press Complaints Commission because it equally applies to other citizens.
May I suggest, Mr Speaker, that anyone in the House of Commons should only tape

record conversations in one of two circumstances: _either where they have told the other
person before the conversation and the other when they have a good reasonnotto do soin -
order to reveal, or prevent, a serious — and | mean serious, not some trivial matter of
personal and private behaviour — wrongdoing. I am advised that if a tape recording were
made without consent, and a third party were then allowed fo hear it, a criminal offence
might have been committed by the person who recorded the conversation.

Mr Speaker, a final point I would like to draw to your attention. Following my earlier
Point of Order on 11 November, an approach was made to me on behalf of a News
International paper, suggesting that I should state “my negotiating position”. Make what
you will of this, but I have no negotiating position other than to get News International to
deal properly with its internal problems.

The suggestion made to me is rather difficult to understand but leaves a rather worrying
taste in the mouth.
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