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Tim  Toulm in  
D irector
Press Com plaints C om m ission  
1 Salisbury Square 
London 
E C 4Y 8JB

Dear

Garnett D iddmon Publishing Ltd.
Eastwood Works, F ih w illkm  Food
RoAerham S65 lJU
Telephone: (07709) 36472116
Fax:(01709)515364
Email: newsdesk&gamett-dickinson-co. uk
Website: mow.rotherhamadvei'tiser.coni

I tb o u ^ t you  m ay be interested in  reading d ie  enclosed  letter from  RoUierham MP and 
form er M inister for Europe, D en is M acSbane, and my reply to  b is ca ll to  initiate an 
inquiry into Sir Christopher M e5̂ t*s continued cfaairtnan^p o f  the Press Com plaints 
Commission^ especially  as D r M acShane is d isx;im n g the issu e w ith fe llow  M Ps and 
w ishes to  circulate m y reply to  them .

Yours sincerely

D W M E L L O Y
D ivisional D irector Publishing &  
Editor

National Representation:
R eg io n a l. A d v e r t i s in g  C o m p a n y .
Norman House, Heritage Gate, Derby DEI IN V  
T e lep h o n e :  ( 0 1 3 3 2 )  2 9 3 3 3 0

Registered Office: Eastwood Works, Fitiwilliam Road 
Rotherham , „  „
Registered in England no, 2339730
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H O U S E  O F  C O M M O N S  

L O N D O N  SW IA  OAA
D oug M elloy  
Rotherham  A dvertiser 
Fitzw iniam  Road 
R oth^ham  
South Y orkshire 
S65 lJ U 2 0 *  N ovem ber 2005

( v ^ o > f V) &

Q uis oustodiet ipsos custodies? W ho controls the PCC Chairman?

I am  'writing to  you because I think the tim e has now  com e for the proprietors, 
editors and non-press m em bers o f  th e Press Com plaints C om m ission as w ell as 
m em bers o f  its ^ p o in tm ^ ts  board and finance tm aid and other linked boards to set 
15) tiieir ow n  enquiry into how  to  handle the continuing controversy over Sir 
C hristoph^  M eyer’s  h i^ -p r o file  and h i^ -ea in iJ ig  relationship w ith  the industry he is  
m eant to  help  seif-regulate. There seem s to  b e no-one w ho actually has overai^ t o f  
the PCC Chair and i  hope m em b «s o f  the PCC w ill t ^ e  on  this duty them selves 
because th e idea  o f  self-regulation inherent in  the PCC is  under pressure until the 
p osition  o f  th e PCC chair is  resolved . It is  n ot for Sir Christopher to  keqp mrfdng 
statem ents that he w ill not quit because he cannot act as judge in  h is ow n case. The 
PCC le a d e r ^ p  needs to  take th is out o f  h is hands and that o f  Ms im m ediate 
secretariat and find a  w ay  forward. A n  enquiry should b e the first step.

W hile th is ^ iq u iiy  is  undntaken I beU eve public confidm ce in  the PCC 
requires fiiat Sir Christopher stands dow n and allow s another PCC non-press member 
to becom e tem porary chair.

1 assum e o f  co u r^  toat PCC m em ber Paul Dacre, (a lso  a m em ber o f  the 
Finance B oard w hich appointed Sir C biisU ^her) w hose D aily  M ail allegedly paid 
£200 ,000  to  Sir Christopher, w ill recuse h im self firom th is enquiry.

T he A rticles o f  A ssociation  o f  the Press Com plaints Com m ission which give  
the body leg a l status and define your duties and responsibilities as PCC or linked 
board m em bers state clearly  that the Chairm an should not b e involved  in the 
newq>aper btisiness. A rticle 6 .2  states:

“T he Chairman shall be appointed b y  PRESSBOF (Press Standards Board o f  
F inance), for such period and upon such term s as PRESSBOF m ay in its 
absolute discretion think fit, and PRESSBO F shall be entitled to vary or 
revoke such appointm ent The C hainnan shall not b e engaged in or, otherwise 
than b y  h is o ffice  as Chairman, connected "with or interested in  the business o f  
publishing n ew sp ^ ers, periodicals or m agazines.”
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It is  uow  clear that Six Christopher has a clear interest in  the publication o f  
n ew sp ^ ers b y  w ay o f  the large fees he received  from  the D a ily  M ail and the , 
Guardian for the serialization o f  h is mranoirs. M oreover, the sales o f  the book w ill be 
greatly prom oted b y  Sir C hristopher’s  involvem ent w ith newspapras. It would be 
help fiil i f  the D a ily  M ail and the Guardian, in  the interests o f  freedom  o f  information, 
could  provide precise details o f  the am ounts paid and to  w hom  and on what 
conditions any cheques w ere paid. It appears that Lady M eyer receives a  substantial 
salary from  on e o f  ihe  charities m entioned as possib le recipients o f  the book  
serialization paym ents.

There is  a  further m atter p f  public interest revealed in  today’s  rqport in  the 
O bserver that S ir Christopher traded in  shares in  an arms exporting company. H is 
book r ^ o r ts  that h e v isited  and gave profile to  the A m erican plant o f  the company in  
question before taking up a non-executive directorship w ith  the com pany upon 
retiring w ith  a fu ll Foreign O ffice  p d ision . A n u s exports are also on  occasion a 
sensitive m atter w hich ^ o u se  press controversy and I am far from  convinced that a 
PCC Chairman should be speculating in  arms industry diares or b e linked to an arms 
exporting com pany.

T he underlying problem  rem ains that Sir Christopher breached the confidence 
o f  the m any senior p eop le in  pub lic life  w ho w ere h is guests at h is residence in 
W ashington. B eing snobbish about, condescending to, and sneering at those you Im e  
had stay under your r o o f is  a  m atter o f  personal honour and s e lf -r e je c t

B u t g iven  that m any in  pub lic life  do have to have recourse to the PCC when 
their p r iv ^ y  is  invaded, it is  b i d  to see  how  those w ho have b een  treated with  
contem pt and scorn b y  Sir Christopher in  su ch ap rfelic  m anner can have any 
confidence in  the PCC as lorig as h e is  its Chair. I  know  that is  the v iew  o f  a number 
o f  serving and form er m inistors as w e ll as L ^ u r  M Ps. Is it really helpful to the PCC  
to have a  chairm an w ho has so  lo st the confidence in  h is im partialify and his integrity 
o f  people in  public life  w ho are o ften  those w ho have to  com e to the PCC for help?

I do not know  exactly  w h o to  ask to  intervene on  th is as I can hardly write to 
Sir Christopher to ask him  to  investigate h is ow n  financial and other relafions w ith the 
press. So I hope you  as a guardian o f  the public interest as a  m em ber o f  the PCC or 
one o f  its  s t j ^ s o r y  boards can  now  take the necessary action. I w ould be gratefiil 
for an early reply I can circulate to  M Ps w ho have raised their concerns w ith m e.

Y ours sin cerely ,

R t H on  D en is M aeShane M P
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22 N ovem ber 2005

R t H on D ^ s  M acShane M P  
H ouse o f  Com m ons 
LONDON  
SW IA O A A

D ear

1 am  in  receipt o f  yomr letter dated 20  N ovem ber in  w hich you raise the question o f  w ho 
controls the chaiim an o f  the Press Com piam ts C om m ission, Sir Christopher M eyer, 
fo llow ing serialisation o f  h is book, D C  C onfidential, in the D aily  M ail and The Guardian.

The answer, as you a ck n ow led ^  in  your letter, can be found in  the A rticles o f  
A ssociation o f  ̂ e  PCC, w hich reveal that the chairman is  appointed b y  fhe Press 
Standm^ds Board o f  Finance, to  vriiom h e is therefore a c c o u n ^ le , and should "not be 
involved in  the newspaper busines," I cannot agree w ith your assertion fiiat because Sir 
Christopher received paym ent for serialisation o f  h is book diat he is  ip so  facto 
"connected w ith or interested in  the business o f  publishing new spapers...” as defined in  
A rticle 6 .2  o f  the A rticles o f  A ssociation  o f  the PCC.

The call from  som e quarters that Sir Christopher should stand dow n as chairm an o f  the 
PCC m ay be attributed to several m otives, but I do not agree that h is position  as chaiim an  
o f  th is independoit w atchdog is  com prom ised by d ie  publication o f  h is m em oirs and their 
subsequent serialisation in  national newsjm pers.

Als you know , fhe book w as cleared, w ithout am endm ent, by the Cabinet O ffice in  
consultation w ith the Foreign O ffice in  advance o f  publication and it therefore seem s 
disingenuous o f  Foreign Secretaiy Jack Straw to  disapprove o f  the book's publicafion at 
th is late stage. I f  indeed Sir Christopher had breached confidences, as is  now  alleged , it 
w as surely at the point w here the book cou ld  have been blocked, that publication should  
have been diwarted. A s it w as. Sir Christopher w as invited to  go  ahead and publidi.

H ow ever, it is  m erely setting hares running to  suggest that, having w ritten ^ ttensively  
about his tenure as British A m bassador to  d ie  U nited States o f  A m erica, Sir Christoidier 

'^ o u ld  later write another book  revealing the background to  issu es b r o u ^ t before the 
m dependent Press Com piam ts C om m ission. In fact he has categorically stated that he 
w ill not do so.

JSIaHcnal Representation:
Regional Advertising Company,
Norman House, Heritage Gat^ Derby D EI IN V  
Telephone: (01332) 293330 ‘
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A s you are aw are, the code o f  practice under w hich the Press C om p la in t C om m ission  
adjudicates com plaints w as written by the Editors' Code C om m ittee, o f  w hich 1 have 
b ^ n  a  m em ber since 1997, and is  constantly under review . A s a m em ber o f  that 
com m ittee I cannot agree w ith your assertian tihat S ir Christopher has teeached the 
confidence o f  m any senior people in  tm blic life  he m et w h ile an am bassador, especially  
w hen the pream ble to  the C ode specifica lly  protects the rights o f  the individual and 
upholds the public's right to  know. Furthermore, in  defin ing the public interest the Code 
expressly states that there is  a  public interest in  the freedom  o f  exj^ession w hich Sir 
Christopher has exercised  in  h is m em oirs.

Certain sections o f  the book, in  w hich Sir Christopher m akes personal observations about 
those w ith  w hom  he cam e into contact, m ay m ake u n com fort^ le reading for s^ s itiv e  
politicians, but that in  itse lf  is  hardly su fficien t reason to  conclude that as a  consequence 
h e has underm ined the confidence in  h is im partiality and integrity he previoudy enjoyed.

I note that you w ish to  circulate m y reply to M Ps w ho have raised their concerns w ifli 
you and I presum e, therefore, that you  w ill not m ind i f  I copy your letter, and m y reply to 
it, to  the secretariat o f  both f te  PCC and the Editors* C ode Com m ittee, as a  matter o f  
courtesy.

Yours sincerely

D W M E L L O Y
D ivision al D irector Publishing &  
Editm

National Representation:
Regiotwl Advertising  ̂Company,
Norman House, Heritage Gate, Derby D EI I N V . 
Telephone: (01332) 293330

Registered Office: Eastwood Works, Fitavilliam Road 
Rotherham ' 202
Registered in England no, 2389730
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L O N D O N  SW IA OAA
Diane Thomson
C h ief E xecutive C am elot G roi^
H ead O fiiee
Tolpita Lane
W atford
H erts. W D I8 9B N

20"* N ovem ber 2005

h - e .  C rT

“ ■ • ciistoitiesy Wltew theiPCC'C&iiiman.? ^

I am w riting to you  because 1 tinnk dte tim e has now  com e fy r  the p it^ e t o is . 
o litors and non-press m em bers o f  the Press C on^ltunts C om m ission as w ell as 
m em bers o f  its appointm ents board and finance board and other linked boards to set 
up their ow n o iq u iiy  in to  how  to handle the continuing controversy over Sir 
C lnistopher M eyer’s h igh-profile and h i^ -e^ m in g  relationship w ith  the industry he is  
m eant to heh* self-regulate. There seem s to be no-one who actually has oversight o f  
the PCC Chair and 1 hope m ^ b e is  o f  the PCC w ill take on  this duty them selves 
because the i(toa o f  s^f-regulation  inherent in  the PCC is under pressure until the 
position  o f  the PCC chair is  resolved. It is  not for Sir Christopher to m aking
statem ents that h e w ill xmt quit because he cannot act as ju d ^  in h is ow n case. The 
PCC leadership needs to take this out o f  h is hands and that o f  h is im m ediate 
secretariat and find  a w ay  forward. An enquiry should be the first step.

W hile th is enquiry is  undertak«t I believe public confidence in  the PCC  
requires that S ir Chri^opher stands down aiul allow s anofoer FCC non-press member 
to becom e tem porary chair.

I ^ su m e  o f  course that PCC membra Paul Dacre, (also a m em ber o f  the 
Finance Board w hich appointed Sir Christopher) w hose D a ily  M ail allegedly.paid  
£200,000 to S ir O iristopher, w ill n ^ u se h ii^ e lf  from fois enquiry.

The A rticles o f  A ssociation  o f  (he Press Coir^lam ts C om m ission Which g ive  
du; body legal status and define your d u ti^  and responsibilities as PCC or linked  
board mranbras state clearly  that the Chairman should not be involved  in  the 
newspaper b u sin g s. A rticle 6 .2  states:

"The Chairman shall be appointed by PRESSBOF (Prrais Standards Board o f  
Finance), for such  period and iq>on such term s as PK ESSBO F m ay in  its 
absolute discretion think fit, and PRESSBOF ^ a ll b e  entitled to vary or 
revoke such appointmrait. The Chairman shall not be engaged in  or, otherw ise 
than b y  his o ffice  as Chainnan, connected w ith or interested in  the business o f  
publishiug new spapers, periodicals or m agazines."

^ . S  i  ^ ( /
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It is  now  clear that Sir C h ristop hs has a clear interest in  the publication o f  
newspapers b y w a y  o f  the large fees h e recd ved  from th e D a ily  M ail and the 
Guardian for the serialization o f  h is m em oirs. M or^ ver, the sa les o f  the book w ill be 
greatly p r o m o te  b y  S ir Christopher's involvem ent w ith new spapers. It w ould be 
helpful i f  d ie D a ily  M ail ^  the Guardian, In the interests o f  fire^om  o f  inform ation, 
could provide {precise details o f  the amounts paid and to w hom  and on  what 
conditions any cheques w a e  paid. It appears that I ^ y  M eyer receives a  substantial 
salary &om one o f  the charities m entioned as possib le recipients o f  the book  
so ia liza tio a  paym ents. .

D iere is a  further matter o f  public intere^  revealed in  today's report in  the 
O b sm er that S ir Christopher traded in  shares in  an aim s exporting com pany. H is 
book reports that he v isited  and ^ e  p rofik  to the A m erican plant o f  the com pany in 
Question before taking up_a non-execitfiveilirsctorsh ip-fliih  fbonom pany upon - 
retiring w ith  & M  F o i^ p  O ffice pension. Arm s exports are also  on  occasion  a 
sensitive m atter w h ich  arouse press eontrovom y aiui I am  far from  convinced that a 
PCC Chairman should b e  speculating in  anns industry shares or be linked to  an anns 
exporting com pany.

The underlying problem  remains (hat S ir Christopher breached the confidence 
o f  the m any senior peop le in  public life  w ho w ere h is guests at h is residence in  
W ashington. B ein g  snobbM t about, ccm descending to, and sneering at those you have 
had stay under your r o o f is  a  m atter o f  personal honour and sel& respect.

B ut g iven  that m any in  public life  do have to have recourse to  fiie  PCC w hen  
their privacy is  invaded, it is  h ^  to see how  those w ho have been treated w ith  
contem pt and seom  b y  Sir Christopher in  such a public m anner can h ave any 
confidence in  the PCC as long as he is  its  Chair. 1 know that is the v iew  o f  a  number 
o f  serving and form er m inisters as w d l as Labour M Ps. Is it  really help fiil to  the PCC 
to have a chainnan w h o has so  lo st the confidence in  h is im partiality ^  his in te ^ ty  
o f  people in public life  w ho are ofien  those w ho have to  com e to the PC C for h e^ ?

1 do not know  exactly  w ho to  ask to in te r v ^  on th is as 1 can hardly vvrite to 
Six Christopher to  ask 1 ^  to in v esti^ te  his ow n financial and other relations w ith the 
press. So I hope you as a  guardian o f  the public interest as a m em ber o f  the PCC or 
one o f  its st^ ervisory  boards can now  take the necessary action. I w ou ld  be gratefiil 
fi>r an early rq )ly  1 can circulate to M Ps w ho have raised their concerns w ith  m e.

Y ours sincerely,

Rt D enis M aeShane M P
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