
F o r  D i s t r i b u t i o n  t o  C P s

PRESS COMPLAINTS C O M M IS S IO N

From the Chairman

M urdoch M acLennan Esq 
The N ew spaper Publishers A ssociation L td 
34 Southw ark Bridge Road 
L ondon S E l 9EU 14“  Septem ber 2006

I have ju s t seen your letter o f  11* A ugust on m y return  from  holiday.

This seem s to m e one o f  those situations in w hich you  have to  p lo t a difficult course 
betw een alarm ism  and com placency. Taken together, the list o f  actual and potential 
threats to press freedom , w hich you list in your letter, look  pretty d isturbing. From  m y 
ow n experience, in governm ent, I am  inclined to  see th is accum ulation o f  threats as 
m ore accidental than deliberate, though, as Pravda used  to say, “life i ts e lf ’ can always 
transform  the form er into the latter.

E ither way, eternal vigilance has to be the m otto. F o r our ow n part a t the PCC, we 
rem ain  in robust com m unication w ith  the Inform ation  Com m issioner on the Date 
P rotection A ct; have w ritten to H arriet H arm an about the  dangers to press freedom  in 
the draft Coroners Bill; and continue to argue the case in  Ireland fo r non-statu te based 
press regulation. I am  going to give a speech in B russels later this autum n, w hich will 
argue the case for our m odel o f  self-regulation and explain, yet again, how  it works.

Y ou  are quite  right to include the EU  in the inventory o f  potential threats. That is w hy 
I have pressed  hard for agreem ent from  your industry  th a t the PC C , sub ject to suitable 
definitions, should be com petent to take com plaints abou t editorially-controlled audio­
visual content on new spaper w eb-sites. It will be crucial for m e to be able to say when 
I am  in Brussels that this is agreed at least in p rincip le . The European Com m ission 
has never seen a vacuum , w hich it does n o t w ant to fill.
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I am  copying this letter to T im  Bow dler.

Sir Christopher Meyer
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