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To Ian Beales Press Complaints Commission

D ear Ian

Y ou  w ill b e  aw are th a t fo r som e tim e G ypsy  and  T raveller and  o ther m ino rity  groups 
have been  concerned  abou t th e  lack  o f  p ro tec tion  affo rded  b y  th e  P ress C om plain ts 
C om m ission  code o f  pm ctice  to  m inorities w ho suffer from  unfair and  discrim inatory  
reporting.

Y ou  m ay b e  aw are th a t the  E qualities R ev iew  Panel recen tly  s ta ted  tha t the  P ress 
C om plain ts C om m ission ^ o u l d  rev iew  its  com plain ts m echanism s so as  to  consider 
com plain ts about coverage o n  th e  basis o f  d iscriin ination  o r  p rejud ice  against, or 
stereotyping of, groups as w ell as ind iv iduals; and , i f  so, they  w ill offer the  
C om m ission  technical he lp  in  drafting  the  necessary  am endm ents to  th e ir code;

T his issue w as raised  in  th e  H ouse o f  L ords by L ord A vebury  o n  the  26/3 /2007 and  in  
reply  L ord  D avies o f  O ldham  sta ted  tha t the  G overnm ent support se lf-regulation  for 
the  press and  tha t th e  con ten t o f  th e  ed ito rs  code o f  p ractice  w as therefo re  a  m atter 
fo r the  P ress Standards Board o f  F inance 's  code com m ittee. H ow ever, L o rd  D avies 
stated  tha t should  th e  P ress C om plain ts C om m ission  request he lp  in  drafting  any 
am endm ent, th e  G overnm ent w ou ld  be  happy  to  provide i t

W e gather from  L ord  A vebury  tha t th e  P ress S tandards B oard  o f  F inance’s code 
com m ittee have recently  decided  n o t to  endorse  any  am endm ent b u t have sta ted  that 
they  are  continually  open  to  suggestion.

T he Irish  T raveller M ovem ent therefo re  requests th a t th e  P ress S tandards B oard  o f  
F inance 's code com m ittee  rev iew s th e ir  com plain ts m echanism s so  as  to  consider 
com plaints about coverage on  th e  basis o f  d iscrim ination  o r p rejud ice  against, o r 
stereotyping of, g roups a s  w ell as individuals.

Yours Sincerely,

Yvonne Macnamara 
ITM Director

Andrew Ryder 
ITM National Policy Officer
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