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T hank you  for your le tte r o f  7 M arch.

H ow  good o f  you  to concede m y righ t to  express view s on  your Right of Reply and 
Press Standards Bill.

I should have thought that the answ er to your question about w hy  I w rote to  the 
Shropshire Star was ra ther obvious. Y ou produced  a  press release  about your bill 
w hich  I am  afraid  w as h ighly  m isleading about the P C C ’s record. In  it, you  also 
appeared to  re ly  on  a p iece o f  research  from  M ediaw ise w hich, i f  y o u  have read it, 
you  w ill know  caim ot have com e close to provid ing  anything like a  representative 
v iew  o f  the PC C . It is a  feeble p iece o f  w ork by  any standard.

Y et you d id  no t approach  us fo r the true position  about our reco rd  on  handling 
accuracy com plaints and  obtain ing rights o f  rep ly  w here necessary  -  or even to  ask 
for our po in t o f  view . The resu lt w as the m isleading press release, upon  w hich the 
Shropshire S tar pub lished  a  story.

I w ro te  to  the new spaper to  give it som e facts on  the subject -  as w ell to  share m y 
v iew  that your p ro p o s e  is a  to tal w aste o f  parliam entary  tim e. Perhaps you  could let 
m e know  to w hat you  are  objecting  as I am afraid  I have no id ea  w hat it  can be.

W ith  kind regards.
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