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NEWSQUEST MEDIA GROUP 

LEGAL GUtDANCE - THE PCC CO D E

Newsquest Media Group is committed to responsible reporting and good 
ethical practices. All news employees are contractually bound to comply with 
the Code of Conduct issued by the Press Complaints Commission. For 
questions about the Code or its application in any particular case, contact 
Simon Westrop of Newsquest Legal at: 
swestrop@newsquest.co.uk 
01932 836271

The Code is as follows.

THE EDITOR'S CODE

All m e m b e rs  o f  th e  press h a v e  a d u ty  to  m a in ta in  th e  h ig h e s t professional 
s ta n d ard s . T h e  C o d e , w h ich  in c lu d es  th is  p re a m b le  and th e  p u b lic  in te re s t  

e x c e p tio n s  b e lo w , sets th e  b e n c h m a rk  fo r  th o s e  e th ic a l s ta n d a rd s , p ro te c tin g  

b o th  th e  rights o f  th e  In d iv id u a l an d  th e  p ub lic 's  r ig h t to  know. I t  is th e  

c o rn e rs to n e  o f  th e  system  o f  s e lf-re g u la tio n  to  w h ich  th e  in d u s try  has m a d e  a 

b in d in g  c o m m itm e n t.

It  is essen tia l th a t  an  a g re e d  co d e  b e  h o n o u re d  n o t  o n ly  to  th e  le t te r  but in th e  

fu ll s p irit. It  sh o u ld  n o t  b e  in te rp re te d  so n a rro w ly  as to  c o m p ro m is e  its  

c o m m itm e n t to  re s p e c t th e  rig h ts  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l, n o r so b ro a d ly  th a t  it  

co n s titu te s  an  u n n ecessary  in te r fe re n c e  w ith  fre e d o m  o f  ex p re s s io n  o r  p re v e n ts  

p u b lic a tio n  in th e  p u b lic  in te re s t.

It  is th e  re s p o n s ib ility  o f  e d ito rs  an d  p ub lishers  to  a p p ly  th e  C o d e  to  e d ito r ia l  
m a te r ia l in b o th  p rin te d  and  o n lin e  ve rs io n s  o f  p u b lic a tio n s . T h e y  sh o u ld  ta k e  

ca re  to  e n s u re  i t  is o b s e rv e d  rig o ro u s ly  b y  a ll e d ito r ia l s ta f f  a n d  e x te rn a l  
c o n tr ib u to rs , inc lu d in g  n o n -jo u rn a lis ts , in p r in te d  an d  online ve rs io n s  o f  

p u b lic a tio n s .

E d ito rs  sh o u ld  c o -o p e ra te  s w ift ly  w ith  th e  PCC in th e  re s o lu tio n  o f  c o m p la in ts . 

A n y  p u b lic a tio n  ju d g e d  to  h a v e  b re a c h e d  th e  C o d e  m u s t print th e  a d ju d ic a tio n  in 

fu ll an d  w ith  d u e  p ro m in e n c e , in c lu d in g  h e a d lin e  re fe re n c e  to  th e  PCC.

1 Accuracy
i) T h e  Press m u s t ta k e  c a re  n o t to  pub lish  in a c c u ra te , m is le a d in g  o r  

d is to r te d  in fo rm a tio n , in c lu d in g  p ic tu res .

ii) A  s ig n ific a n t inaccuracy , m is le ad in g  s ta te m e n t  o r  d is to r t io n  o n c e
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recogn ised  m u s t b e  c o rre c te d , p ro m p tly  an d  w ith  d u e  p ro m in e n c e , a n d  -  

w h e re  a p p ro p r ia te  -  a n  a p o lo g y  p ub lished . In cases in v o lv in g  the 
C om m ission , p ro m in e n c e  should  b e  ag reed  w ith  th e  PCC in a d va n ce .

iii) T he  Press, w h ils t f r e e  to  b e  p artisa n , m u s t d is tingu ish  c le a r ly  b e tw e e n  

c o m m e n t, c o n je c tu re  an d  fa c t.

iv) A  p u b lic a tio n  m u s t re p o r t  fa ir ly  an d  a c c u ra te ly  the o u tc o m e  o f  an  action 
fo r  d e fa m a tio n  to  w h ic h  it  has b e e n  a p a rty , unless an  a g re e d  s e t t le m e n t  

s ta te s  o th e rw is e , o r  a n  a g re e d  s ta te m e n t is p u b lis h e d .

2 Opportunity to reply
A  fa ir  o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  re p ly  to  inaccurac ies  m u s t b e  g iven  w h e n  re a s o n a b ly  

ca lled  fo r .

3 *Privacy
i) E veryon e  is e n t it le d  to  re s p e c t fo r  his o r  h e r  p r iv a te  an d  fa m ily  life , h o m e , 

h e a lth  an d  c o rre s p o n d e n c e , inc lu d in g  d ig ita l c o m m u n ic a tio n s .

il) E d itors w ill b e  e x p e c te d  to  ju s tify  in tru s io n s  in to  a n y  in d iv id u a l's  p r iv a te  

life  w ith o u t  c o n s e n t. A c c o u n t w ill b e  ta k e n  o f  th e  complainant’s own p u b lic  

disclosures o f  in fo rm a tio n .

Hi) It  is u n a c c e p ta b le  to  p h o to g ra p h  in d iv id u a ls  in  p r iv a te  p laces w ith o u t  

th e ir  c o n s e n t.

/Vote - Private places are public or private property w h ere  there is a  
reasonable expectation o f  privacy.

4 ^Harassment
i) Jo u rnalis ts  m u s t n o t  en g ag e  in  in t im id a t io n , h a ra s s m e n t o r  p e rs is te n t  

p u rsu it.

it) T h e y  m u s t n o t  pers is t in  q u e s tio n in g , te le p h o n in g , pursuing o r  

p h o to g ra p h in g  ind iv idu a ls  o n c e  asked  to  des is t; n o r  re m a in  on  th e ir  

p ro p e rty  w h e n  asked  to  le a v e  a n d  m u s t n o t  fo llo w  th e m . If  re q u e s te d , th e y  

m u s t id e n tify  th e m s e lv e s  an d  w h o m  th e y  re p re s e n t.

iii) E d ito rs  m u s t e n s u re  th e s e  p rin c ip les  a re  o b s erv ed  b y  th o s e  w o rk in g  fo r  

th e m  a n d  ta k e  c a re  n o t  to  use n o n -c o m p lia n t  m a te r ia !  f ro m  o th e r  sources.

5 intrusion into grief or shock
i) In cases invo lv in g  p ers o n a l g r ie f  o r  shock, e n q u ir ie s  a n d  a p p ro a c h e s  m u s t  

b e  m a d e  w ith  s y m p a th y  an d  d is c re tio n  an d  p u b lic a tio n  h a n d le d  s e n s itiv e ly . 

T h is  sh o u ld  n o t  re s tr ic t th e  r ig h t to  re p o r t  leg a l p ro c e e d in g s , such as  

inq u ests .

* i i )  W h e n  re p o rtin g  su ic ide , ca re  sh o u ld  b e  ta k e n  to  avo id  excessive d e ta il 

a b o u t  th e  m e th o d  u sed .

6 *Chiidren
I) Y o un g  p e o p le  shou ld  be f re e  to  c o m p le te  th e ir  t im e  a t  sc h o o l w ith o u t
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unnecessary  in tru s io n ,

ii) A  child  u n d e r  1 6  m u s t n o t b e  in te rv ie w e d  o r  p h o to g ra p h e d  o n  issues  

invo lv ing  th e ir  o w n  o r  a n o th e r  ch ild 's  w e lfa re  unless a cu s to d ia l p a r e n t  o r  

s im ila rly  resp on s ib le  a d u lt  con sen ts .

iii) Pupils m u s t n o t b e  a p p ro a c h e d  o r  p h o to g ra p h e d  a t  schoo l w ith o u t  th e  

p erm iss ion  o f  th e  schoo l a u th o r it ie s .

iv) M in o rs  m u s t n o t b e  paid  fo r  m a te r ia l invo lv in g  c h ild re n 's  w e lfa re , n o r  

p are n ts  o r  g u a rd ia n s  fo r  m a te r ia l a b o u t th e ir  ch ild re n  o r  w a rd s , unless it  is 

c le a rly  in th e  ch ild 's in te re s t.

v ) E d itors m u s t n o t use th e  fa m e , n o to r ie ty  o r  p o s itio n  o f  a p a re n t  o r  

g u a rd ia n  as s o le  ju s tif ic a tio n  fo r  p ub lish ing  d e ta ils  o f  a ch ild 's  p r iv a te  life .

^Children In sex cases
1. T h e  press m u s t n o t, e v e n  i f  le g a lly  f re e  to  d o  so, id e n t ify  c h ild re n  u n d e r  

1 6  w h o  a re  v ic tim s  o r  w itn es se s  in cases in v o lv in g  sex o ffe n c e s .

2 . In a n y  press re p o rt  o f  a case in v o lv in g  a sexu a l o ffe n c e  ag a in s t a ch ild  -

i) T h e  ch ild  m u s t n o t b e  id e n tif ie d .

ii) T h e  a d u lt  m a y  b e  id e n tif ie d .

iii) T h e  w o rd  “incest" m u s t n o t b e  used  w h e re  a  ch ild  v ic tim  m ig h t be  

id e n tif ie d .

iv) C a re  m u s t b e  ta k e n  th a t  n o th in g  in th e  r e p o r t  im p lie s  th e  re la tio n s h ip  

b e tw e e n  th e  accused  an d  th e  ch ild .

^Hospitals
i) Jo u rnalis ts  m u s t id e n tify  th e m s e lv e s  a n d  o b ta in  p erm is s io n  fro m  a 

re s p o n s ib le  e x e c u tiv e  b e fo re  e n te r in g  n o n -p u b lic  a re a s  o f  h o s p ita ls  o r  

s im ila r  in s titu tio n s  to  p u rsu e  en q u ir ie s .

li) T h e  re s tr ic tio n s  on  in tru d in g  in to  p riv a c y  a re  p a rt ic u la r ly  re le v a n t  to  

e n q u ir ie s  a b o u t  in d iv id u a ls  in h o s p ita ls  o r  s im ila r  in s titu tio n s .

'^Reporting of Crime
(i) R e la tives  o r  fr ie n d s  o f  p ersons c o n v ic te d  o r  accused  o f  c r im e  sh o u ld  n o t  

g e n e ra lly  b e  id e n tif ie d  w ith o u t  th e ir  c o n s e n t, unless th e y  a re  g e n u in e ly  

re le v a n t to  th e  s to ry .

(ii) P a rtic u la r re g a rd  sh o u ld  b e  p a id  to  th e  p o te n tia lly  v u ln e ra b le  p o s itio n  o f  

ch ild re n  w h o  w itn e s s , o r  a re  v ic tim s  o f, c r im e . This sh o u ld  n o t  re s tr ic t  th e  

r ig h t to  re p o r t  legal p ro cee d in g s .

**Clandestine devices and subterfuge
i) T h e  press m u s t n o t  s e e k  to  o b ta in  o r  pub lish  m a te r ia l a c q u ire d  b y  using  

h id d e n  c a m e ra s  o r  c la n d es tin e  lis te n in g  dev ices; o r  by in te rc e p tin g  private 
o r  m o b ile  te le p h o n e  calls, m essag es  o r  e m a ils ; o r  b y  th e  u n a u th o ris e d
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re m o v a l o f  d o c u m e n ts  o r  p h o to g ra p h s ; o r  by accessing d ig ita lly -h e ld  p r iv a te  

in fo rm a tio n  w ith o u t co n sen t.

ii) Engaging in  m is re p re s e n ta tio n  o r  s u b te rfu g e , inc lud ing  b y  a g e n ts  o r  

in te rm e d ia r ie s , can g e n e ra lly  b e  ju s tif ie d  o n ly  in  th e  p ub lic  in te re s t  an d  th e n  

o n ly  w h e n  th e  m a te r ia l c a n n o t b e  o b ta in e d  by o th e r  m ean s .

1 1  V ic tim s  o f  s e x u a l a s s a u lt

T he  press m u s t n o t id e n tify  v ic tim s  o f  sexual assau lt o r  p ub lish  m a te r ia l  
like ly  to  c o n tr ib u te  to  such id e n tif ic a tio n  unless th e r e  is a d e q u a te  

ju s tif ic a tio n  an d  th e y  a re  leg a lly  f r e e  to  d o  so.

1 2  D is c r im in a tio n

I) T h e  press m u s t avo id  p re ju d ic ia l o r  p e jo ra tiv e  re fe re n c e  to  a n  in d iv id u a l's  

race , co lo u r, re lig io n , g e n d e r, sexu al o r ie n ta tio n  o r  to  a n y  physica l o r  m e n ta l  

illness o r  d is ab ility .

ii) D e ta ils  o f  an  in d iv id u a l's  ra c e , co lo u r, re lig io n , sexual o r ie n ta t io n , physica l 

o r  m e n ta l illness o r  d is a b ility  m u s t b e  a v o id e d  un less  g e n u in e ly  re le v a n t  to  

th e  s to ry .

1 3  F in an c ia l jo u rn a lis m

i) Even w h e re  th e  la w  d oes  n o t  p ro h ib it  it , jo u rn a lis ts  m u s t n o t  use fo r  th e ir  

o w n  p ro f it  fin a n c ia l in fo rm a tio n  th e y  re c e iv e  in ad v a n c e  o f  its  g e n e ra l 

p u b lic a tio n , n o r  sh o u ld  th e y  pass such in fo rm a tio n  to  o th e rs .

ii) T h e y  m u s t n o t w r ite  a b o u t sh ares  o r  se cu rities  in w h o s e  p e rfo rm a n c e  

th e y  k n o w  th a t  th e y  o r  th e ir  close fa m ilie s  h a v e  a s ig n ific a n t fin a n c ia l 

in te re s t w ith o u t  d isclos ing  th e  in te re s t to  th e  e d ito r  o r  f in a n c ia l e d ito r .

iii) T h e y  m u s t n o t  b u y  o r  sell, e i th e r  d ire c tly  o r  th ro u g h  n o m in e e s  o r  a g e n ts , 

shares  o r  se cu rities  a b o u t w h ic h  th e y  h a v e  w r it te n  re c e n tly  o r  a b o u t  w h ic h  

th e y  in te n d  to  w r i te  in th e  n e a r  fu tu r e .

1 4  C o n fid e n tia l sou rces

Journalis ts  h a v e  a  m o ra l o b lig a tio n  to  p ro te c t  c o n fid e n tia l sou rces  o f  

in fo rm a tio n .

1 5  W itn e s s  p a y m e n ts  in  c r im in a l t r ia ls

i) N o  p a y m e n t o r  o f fe r  o f  p a y m e n t  to  a w itn e s s  - o r  a n y  p erso n  w h o  m a y  

re a s o n a b ly  b e  e x p e c te d  to  b e  ca lled  as a w itn e s s  - sh o u ld  b e  m a d e  in  a n y  

case o n c e  p ro cee d in g s  a re  a c tiv e  as d e fin e d  b y  th e  C o n te m p t o f  C o u rt A c t  

1 9 8 1 .

This p ro h ib itio n  lasts u n til th e  susp ect has b e e n  fre e d  u n c o n d itio n a lly  by  

p o lice  w ith o u t  c h arg e  o r  bait o r  th e  p ro cee d in g s  a r e  o th e rw is e  

d is c o n tin u e d ; o r  has e n te re d  a g u ilty  p lea  to  th e  c o u rt; o r, in  th e  e v e n t  o f  a  

n o t g u ilty  p le a , th e  c o u rt has a n n o u n c e d  its v e rd ic t.

* i i )  W h e r e  p ro c e e d in g s  a re  n o t y e t  a c tiv e  b u t  a re  lik e ly  a n d  fo re s e e a b le ,  

e d ito rs  m u s t n o t  m a k e  o r  o f fe r  p a y m e n t to  a n y  p erso n  w h o  m a y  re a s o n a b ly  

b e  e x p e c te d  to  be ca lled  as a w itn e s s , unless th e  in fo rm a tio n  co n c e rn e d  

o u g h t d e m o n s tra b ly  to  b e  p u b lis h e d  in th e  p ub lic  in te re s t  an d  th e r e  is a n
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MODI 00033349



For Distribution to CPs

o ve r-r id in g  n e e d  to  m a k e  o r  p ro m is e  p a y m e n t fo r  th is  to  b e  d o n e ; an d  a ll 

re as o n ab le  s teps  have b e e n  ta k e n  to  e n s u re  no fin a n c ia l d ea ling s  in flu e n c e  

th e  e v id e n c e  th o s e  w itn es se s  g iv e . In no c ircu m stances  shou ld  such  

p a y m e n t b e  co n d itio n a l o n  th e  o u tc o m e  o f  a tr ia l.

* i l i)  A n y  p a y m e n t o r  o f fe r  o f  p a y m e n t m a d e  to  a person  la te r  c ited  to  g ive  

ev id e n c e  in  p ro ceed in gs  m u s t b e  d isclosed to  th e  p ro sec u tio n  an d  d e fe n c e . 

T h e  w itn es s  m u s t b e  advised  o f  th is  re q u ire m e n t.

16 *Payment to criminals
I )  P a y m e n t o r  o ffe rs  o f  p a y m e n t fo r  s to ries , p ic tu re s  o r  in fo rm a tio n , w h ic h  

seek  to  e x p lo it a p a rtic u la r  c r im e  o r  to  g lo rify  o r  g lam o rise  c r im e  in  g e n e ra l, 
m u s t n o t  be m a d e  d ire c tly  o r  v ia  ag en ts  to  co n v ic te d  o r  co n fessed  c rim in a ls  

o r to  th e ir  associates — w h o  m a y  inc lu d e  fa m ily , fr ie n d s  an d  co lleag ues .

ii) E d ito rs  invok in g  th e  p ub lic  in te re s t to  ju s tify  p a y m e n t o r  o ffe rs  w o u ld  

need  to  d e m o n s tra te  th a t  th e r e  w as  g o o d  reason  to  b e lie v e  th e  p u b lic  

in te re s t w o u ld  b e  se rv ed . If, d e s p ite  p a y m e n t, no p ub lic  in te re s t  e m e rg e d ,  

th e n  th e  m a te r ia l should  n o t  b e  p u b lis h e d .

The public interest

T h e re  m a y  b e  e x c e p tio n s  to  th e  clauses m a rk e d  *  w h e re  th e y  ca n  be  

d e m o n s tra te d  to  b e  in  th e  p u b lic  in te re s t.

1. T h e  public in te re s t inc ludes, b u t  is n o t c o n fin e d  to :

i) D e te c tin g  o r  expos ing  c rim e  o r  se rio us  im p ro p r ie ty . .

ii) P ro tec tin g  pub lic  h e a lth  an d  s a fe ty .
iii) P re v e n tin g  th e  p ub lic  fro m  b e in g  m is led  b y  a n  a c tio n  o r  s ta te m e n t  o f  an  

in d iv id u a l o r  o rg a n is a tio n .

2 . T h e re  is a p u b lic  in te re s t  in  fre e d o m  o f  express ion  itse lf.

3 .  W h e n e v e r  th e  p u b lic  in te re s t is in v o k e d , th e  PCC w ill re q u ire  e d ito rs  to  

d e m o n s tra te  fu lly  th a t  th e y  re a s o n a b ly  b e lie v e d  th a t  p u b lic a tio n , o r  Jo u rn alis tic  

a c tiv ity  u n d e r ta k e n  w ith  a v ie w  to  p u b lic a tio n , w o u ld  b e  in  th e  p u b lic  in te re s t.

4 . T h e  PCC w ill c o n s id e r th e  e x te n t  to  w h ich  m a te r ia l is a lre a d y  in  th e  p u b lic  

d o m a in , o r w ill b e c o m e  so.

5 . In cases in v o lv in g  c h ild re n  u n d e r  1 6 , e d ito rs  m u s t d e m o n s tra te  an  

ex c e p tio n a l p ub lic  in te re s t to  o v e r -r id e  th e  n o rm a lly  p a ra m o u n t in te re s t o f  th e  

ch ild .
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