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_ RESTRICTED - POLICY

. Media Ownership - Meeting of Secretaries of State, Thursday 28 February’

We met yesterday to finalise the details of the draft letter to the Prime Minister on
-media ownership. A revised draft will be ready for the weekend box, so that the.

. lettercan be sent on Monday. Before ihat draft is finalised, thére are some.issues

that remain for you to discuss further in your meetmg with Patricia Hewitt. They
are listed here asa remlnder : :

1 The two optlons for, reform of the neWSpaper reglme

N 2. The idea of expandmg the plurallty testin the newspaper. regime to apply to

.all mergers (including cross-media mergers) that involve newspapers.
~ Separate notes are provrded to explain how this could work. '

3. .- Thé radio ownershlp rules - should. the rule be '’ 3+1 or ‘'2+1. The suggestlon
at yesterday's meeting was that the rule could be set at '3+1", given thatiit
will be reviewed within 3 years arid mlght be altered to 2+1 atthat stage.

) 4. _Cross- ownershlp of ITV and newspapers at the reglonal level A reglonal 20%

" rule currently exists, in parallel to the national 20% rule, preventing Jomt
' awnership of a regronal ITV licence and more than 20% of that regiocn's local
" press. Do you want to. keep this rule, retaining the same limit on plurality at
national and regional level (the regions in essence include Scotland, Wales.
. and Northern Ireland)? The alternative would be to raise the limit, possrbly
allowmg monopolles of TV and newspaper ownershlp in some cities.

406

MOD300006040



