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1. You agreed to meet Les.Hinton, Executive Chairrhan of NfeWs International to 
. meet at 10am on 26 July. He,will be accompanied by Alisori Clark, the .
, Directdr of Corporate Affairs. at.News.lriternatiohaL; , ... ' .

dllatfend the meeting: . ; :

3.

4..

.S.--

Les Hinton has been the^Executive Chairman of News International pic since 
1995. He is also a.Director of the Press Association,. . . . : . >

News Ihterhatibhal pic own the British newspapers:.The Times, The Sunday" . 
•times, The Sun; aiid the News 6f the Worl^ as well as S^eral educatibnal . 
%pplemenfe and .3 other specialist Magazines., the,newspapers accourit.for . , 

•Just under; i.9% of the total UK hewspaper market, ranking second behind the . 
UK’s largest publisher, Trinity.Mirron TTiey are part .of .the global News ...

. Cpfporation ^et up, whose ho.ldin^ are listed at Ahtiex A. .’ . . . .

News Intefnatiphal have asked to nrieet you to discuss "developments ifi the v . 
media industry". Primarily this means the Governrnent's plans for the' '
Communicationis White Paper. I enclose a eppy Of their.fespon$es to the . 
White Paper and 'the Select Committee at Annex B, from which, you will see . 
that their main concerns are likely to be over cross-media ownership, ■
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foreign ownership restrictions and newspaper mergers. .

Annex C sets out the current Cross-Media Ownership rules, and at Annex D is 
a brief on Press Self-Regulation,

Lines to take

The primary purpose of the meeting is for you to listen to what News 
International have to say; .

' . f 'y. ■ . ■
Draft of main Bill will be published, early next year for consultation. Will
include proposals on media ownership: ■

No plans to change the current disqualifications on grounds of nationalility. ‘ 
•Our oirrent restrictions on foreign (non-EEA & EEA) ownership are reflected • „ 

• across Europe arid beyorid;. . • ■ -  ' • , ' , ■ • • • ' • '

Paving Bill was. published on 13 July allowing for the eSta.blishment of , .
OFCOM;.. • - • •

. but need to get them right; . . : . . . .

-  Concerns over online regulation are more a matter for.the Dill,.
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