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T You agreed to meet Les Hmton, Executlve Chalnnan of News lnternatlonal to
Ll ‘meet at 10am on 26 July He will be accompanled by Allson Clark the .
LT o Dlrector of Corporate Affalrs at News InternatronaL ‘ .
_ T -Nlll attend the meeting R
: i'ac rou d ....:: | .' | - L RER
3. o Les Hlnton has been- the Executlve Chalrman of News Internatlonal plc smce
L 1995 He is also a Drrector of the. Press Assocratlon -
4 :News Internatlonal plc 6wn the Bntrsh newspapers The Tlmes The Sunday
- . Tinieés, The Sun; and the News of the Worid, as welt a5 several educatronal
et Supplements and 3 other specialist Magazrnes The. newspapers accaunt for. - S
+ -2 justunder:19% of the total UK hewspaper market, rankmg second behind the - -
L UK's largest publlsher, Tr|n1ty Mirror, They: are part of the g[obal News R
L Corporatlon set up. whose’ holdlngs are llsted at Annex A
5.\ News Intematlonal have asked to meet you to dlScuss "developments in the P g
- "méedia mdustry anarllythls means the Governritent’s plans forthe - - -
" _Communlcatlons White’ Paper. | enclose-a copy of their responses to'the
"White Paper and ‘the Select Commlttee at Anriex B, from which you will see
* that their main concerns are llkely to be over cross-media ownership, : -
) ’.._.J.' } o ] R " _‘/‘ J . . _) A J . te3 N . J j , J53 Oy
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foreign ownership restrictions and newspaper mergers. _

6. -Annex C sets out the current Cross-Media Ownership rules, and at Annex D is ' .
a brief on Press Self-Regulation. ‘

Lines to take

—  The primary purpose of the meeting is for you to listen to what News
lnternational have to say;

. —  -Draft of main Bill will.be published early next year for consultation. Wlll '
include proposals on med|a ownership; :

~  No plans'to change the cuirent disqualifications on grounds of nationalility. - R
*Our current restrictions on foreign (non -EEA & EEA) ownershlp are reflected' 5, S

- acress Europe and beyond

S Pavrng Bill was. publlshed on 13 July allowmg for the establlshment of
-« -OFCcoM;. ; . . :

- . Well understand the lmportance to busmess of gettmg ahead W|th changes, _
_ butneed to get them rlght ' e ; :

BRE Concerns over onllne regulatlon are more 3 matter for the D‘fl
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