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. Tbahk you fbr.your letterof 17 Apfil 2003, in response to burs of 14 March We 
would like to apologise againior cahcelling the meeting we were due to have on 

We wanted to take this opportunity to explain again why we think the 
nn W in  the Communicatiohs Bill is right. .  ̂ '

We are glad you acc ^ t that the new regime w ill represent a significant 
deregulation. Your remaining concerhs relate nrtainfy to  the prospective role of • . 
OFCOM, so We wanted to  take a Step back arid explairi.Why we think OFCOH’s ' 
irivolvement is important. . . .. '

As you know; the Corrimunications Bill gives OFCOM powers to act, as an .. 
in.dependent regulator artoss the whole range of ipedia and coitimunicatibns •- . / 
industries. It is explicitly riot given any power under the Bill to intervenb in •

. newspaper content Nor is there any sensb in which any forrn of regulatory ci'eep . • 
would allow it to do sO -  particularly given the .backdrbp pf the Human Rights Act 
and the protection it affords to freedom of expression. • ■ ■ • ■ •

However, we think it is entirely appropriate to give OFCOM a clearly defined 
advisory role in relation to newspaper mergers. Unlike DTI offidals, it will be able to 
take a position entirely independen|of Government. Unlike the OFT, it will have a 
remit that extends beyond issues>b? competition. Certainly  ̂OFCOH will need to 
acquire some new expertise, not least so that it can carry out its responsibility to 
review the operation of the merger regime every three years. DTI officials will . 
therefore share their knowledge of the sector with OFCOM' during the transition to 
the new regime. .

The only purpose for which OFCOM will need to look at the content of newspapers 
will be to consider what effect a given merger would have, set against the position 
without the merger. OFCOM will.offer advice to the Secretary of State on the 
application of a clearly defined public interest test, assessing the impact of a merger 
on the accurate presentation of news, the free expression of opinion and the 
p urality of views available. That is quite different from monitoring content on a 
day-to-day.basis, it is very similar to some of the analysis DTI officials and the 
Competition Commission undertake under the current regime. It is important,
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of «he newspaper public interest te s t;4  be

• ' 1 7 r  " *  “ W «  W  the seme extensive

We have copied this letter to: . ' ' ' ' ^  ̂

%  Bailey/Chief Executive. Trin^^  ̂ , /  . .. ’ . ..
Trrn Bowdlen Chief Executivejphnston Presv . ' - '. .

• ■ . . .  . .. :.

David Newell. Director. Newspaper Society ^

TESSA JOWELL. ' PATRICIA HEWITT
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