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Tessa Jowell m et Lord Puttnatn th is afternoon. The m ain points to note were;

1. On general duties, Puttnam is convinced there shoidd be a hierachy, w ith  an overriding duty to protect 
citizens. SoS said she w ouldn’t countenance that, but w e’d look at w hether th e drafting covld  be 
tigh tenedtobetterreflectw hatP uttnam andothers w anted for citizens. .

Phttnam thought a plurality test w ould resolve his ow n concerns about foreign ow nership and Channel 
... H e accepted, how ever, that he coiddn’t speak for anyone else. The SoS said  she w oidd  be concerned 

out a double bind of ownership rules p lus plurality test, and w as not convinced that the industry w c ^ d  . 
b uy it, given the im certainty involved. Puttnam  said h is conversations w ith  industry leaders suggested  
they w ere not unduly bothered by such im certainty. H e is not hung up about the precise w ording - the 

 ̂ extract from  the PCC Code is dehberately provocative. SoS agreed w e’d look  at h is ideas and discuss 
them  w ith  our law yers. • • • .

Those were, the 2 points he came to make, but in  conversation he ranged m uch w ider. H is points . 
included: ' ' • • . .

- he doesn't trust OFCOM to regulate ow nership responsibly. H e thinks they w ill be too econom ically
orientated. . . ' '
- he doesn’t trust anyone in  the industry - "there are bad people out there w ho have to be stopped’’...
- h e is nostalgic for the days of regional ITV m onopolies in  com m ercial TV
 ̂ j  doesn't th ink reciprocity is an issue, and said he w ou ld  w elcom e A m erican investm ent 

• owever h e  doesn’t think the Am ericans w ill ever understand the PSB culture, and letting them  in  w ill 
ruin it (not stirehovr .this fits w ith the p jeviotis point) .

H e plans to organise briefing m eetings for backbenchers in the run-up to Report - k iduding Pat M itchell,
w h o rim s PBS in  the US, speaking about the dangers o f deregulation. •

H e agreed to send us any further advice th ath e gels from  law yers on either o f 1 or 2 above. I ^ j e e ^ o  
sen d  him  a sum m ary of the responses to our m edia ow nership consultation on  plurahty te s ts .^ ^ H ||||P  
coTjld you  s ^ d  m e them  please? . . - ^
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