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Plurality test and loi

Thanks for yoxir 2 subm issions yesterday on these topics. .

We d iscussed  them  briefly earlier th is afternoon. The SoS’s thoughts are as follow s.

Plurality tests

She agrees the test should  be fram ed as narrowly as possible at the outset
She is  certain that it shotdd on ly  be a test for m ergers in  areas w ithout ow nership rules
She is clear that the test m ust b e for a plurality o f ow ners, n ot v iew s. .

I hope th is g ives you  enough to  w ork w ith. The questions that she didn't feel equipped to answ er were 
the detailed  ones: '

W hether the precise scope of the test shoidd be w ritten on  the face o f the Bill.
W hether the route should  be the Enterprise Act or the change o f control provisions.

Please provide further advice on  these tw o points. She m ay w ell, w ant a m eeting to d iscuss a ll this, so I 
need  a notion  o f the deadlines for decisions, too.

Localness .

She agreed w e shou ld  m aintain the requirem ent for OFCOM to issu e guidance on localness, rather than 
specific licence conditions

She is  happy for som e references to  'music' to be inserted

She is n o t w illing  to do a deal w ith  the CRCA on  consultation. She thinks OFCOM should  be required to 
consult w herever there is  a proposed change o f character.
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