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: lwent toa meetlng Klm Howells had w1th Les, Hmton and Allson Clark (News lnternatlonal‘ '
Dlrector of ‘Corporate Affairs) to discuss medla ownershlp injuly. - .

USH BlLL’ MACKENZIE RUTH - '
- Briefing | ,QUest Meeting wrth Leshe Hrnton P co T

They said nothmg News lnternatronal hadn’ t already -said | in thelr response to the Whlte Paper,
", Ié. that convergerice and digital technology mean that a pluralrty of media owners and a :
:"dlverslty of content are now guaranteed without the need for special: rules. They. have a :

- ‘particular problem with foreign ownershiip rules, which they suggest dre arbitrary and out of line”
_.with international'trends (not true - see US, Australian and French examples). They wantall -

- "rmiedia ownership: réstrictions abaridoned:in favour of a reliance on ‘competition law;, and thlnk .

...-.:,(l' . that ‘cross-media rules in, partlcular stlﬂe mvestment and wrlI prevent Bntlsh companles from s

S ully. explortmg the potentral of convergence SR et S b

They subsequently wrote to us, repeatmg these arguments in greater detall i ll send you a copy
if you give me your address, and then you can suggest what you'd like in the way of further
bnefmg/Q+A from me.’ iif h , .

BUSH BILL; MACKENZIE RUTH
fie Hinton

!epartment for Culture Media and Sport

2-4 Cockspur Street
London SW1Y 5DH
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-f’F,_\?V: Briefing Request Meetgng}w_ith' Les[je Hinton . r -7 Page20of 2

:_ . ———Original Message--— R : S ,' R L
. ... "+ From - oL
- Sént; 28 September 2001 17;;2- R

e Subject' FW Bneﬁng Request Meetmg thh Leslie Hmton -

: Would you be the best person 1o prepare thls bnef ng lf so l would suggest far both
N Secretanes of State ' _

L1

In any event it doesn't fall to me.

. '——Ongmal Message——— SR . I A R R
) ... 7 From: HewitMPST . o i Tt R e
e e Sent 28 September 2001 15 51 . v ’ .

o 'Cci

. Subject' L Bnef‘ng Request Meetlng thh Leshe Hmton:-':'

<<Br|ef' ng Req Meetmg with Les Hlnton doc>>

Please st_ee my attached minute.

-
7
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APS/SecretaIy of State™ - .. .ol
For Trade &. Industry '
R00m 823 - S
.1 Victoria Street -

| .‘f.ﬁE-Mau HEWITT MPST?':" L
T f_zs sfsptember 2001

SECRETARY OF STATE’S 1V.[EETING WITH LESLIE IE[INTON OF
. NEWS INTERNATIONAL 26 NOVEMBER 2001 s

E The Secretary of State has agreed to meet Leshe Hmton w1th Tessa J owell at
1500 on Monday 26 November. . - .
I would be grateful if tiwo c0p1es of appropnate bneﬁng could be submltted . |

o to this office by 1600 Thursday 22 November along wlth detaﬂs of those -
. officials who will be attending the meeting;
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