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'Fromf
< , . ; 'Sent:,-; 02.0ctob.er2001 '17:39 
.. . To:

. ;. ■ SubjectTRc^nefin^^ue's" Meeting with.Leslie Hinton • ‘ •= - - •■. . ••

1 went to a meeting Kira Howells had with Les .Hirvton and Aiison Clark;(News international's ' 
Director of Corporate Affairs) to discuss media ownership in July. . , ' .

They said nothing News Iriternatiohal hadn't already-said in their response to the White Paperi 
; je. that iconyergerice apd digital technology niean that a plurality of media owners and a. • • '.
: diyersity of content are now guaranteed without.the need fop. special,rules. They have a ' 
particular problem with foreign ownership ruties, which they suggest dre arbitrary and out of line 

, with international trends (not.true - see US, Australian and French!exaraples). They want all ■ . . 
rrtedla oWnershifl r̂estrictiohs.aharidpned i'n favour of a reliance oh cornpetition law;,ahd think • . 
that':crossrtnedia rules in piarticulaf stifle investment and wilt prevent British .cpmpahies fro.fh ?. 
fully.exploitihgfhepotehtTalof conVergente. ' . •  . • ' •.

They subsequently wrpte to us, repeating these arguments in greater detail; i'll send you a copy 
if you give me your address, and then you can suggest what you'd like in the way of further 
briefing/Q+A from me.' ;y  ' . , . . .

Bnetmg Request - Meeting witili Leslie Hintra

Please deal.

__________________ B̂USH BILL; MACKENZIE RLITH
riefing Request - TOSflng with LSslie Hinton

ou may wish to contribute from our knowledge of what leslie hinton is likely to say

department for Culture Media and Sport 
2-4 Cockspur Street 
London SW1Y5DH
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<•—O rig in a l M^.<;«;ag£h-

.. . Fromil __
, Sent; 28 S e ^ mber 200117;12- • '

Tfo:(
Cc; ___________ _____

. • Subject: FW: Briefing Request - fileeUng wjth Leslie Hinton

Would you be the best peison to prepafe'this brietihg.- if, so I would suggesf for both. 
.Seaetaries of State.- , . ' ’ " ' ' , . , ' . ' ' .

In any event it doesn't fall to me. ' ' ’ . '

■-^Qriginal Mess.agor-^ ' -.
-From:'Hewi.tt,MPSt .
Sent: 28 Septeniber 2001 15:51 
To: ‘ 1

C.c; __________
Subject; •' Briefing Request-Meeting with'Leslie Hintori-

<<Briefing Req Meeting with LeS Hinton.doc»

Please my attached minute.
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From:

APS/Secretary- of.State’ 
For Trade ^ industry. 

Room 823 ' .
. .1 Victoria Street •

r

:E-M ail HEW itT- M PSt. 

•28 September 2001. , •,

• • ........................

SECRETARY OE STATE’S M EETING  W ITH  LESLIE OF
NEW S INTERNATIONAL: 26 NO VEM BER 2001

The. S e c r e t^  o f  State has agreed, to 
1500. on Monday 26 Noyeniber. .

at

I would be grateful i f  two copies o f  appropriate briefing, coidd-be submitted 
to this office by.T 60Q Thursday 22;N^ ^ t h  .detmla .of those
officials who w ill be attendiug the meetmg;  ̂ . . . ■
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