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w
D ear M r Hunt

News Coip/BSkyB Merger

I refer to your statem ent of 2 5 *  January.

t write on beh a lf of BT, Guardian M ed ia  G roup, A ssociated  N ew spapers Lim ited, Trinity M ino r Pic, 
Northcliffe M ed ia  and  Telegraph M edia G roup (together th e  “C oncerned P arties’ ).

in your statem ent, you conclude (consistent with Ofcom 's advice} that the m erger w ould  g ive rise 
to plurality issues which w arrant investigation by th e  Competition Com m ission.

You then set in m otion a process under w hich  O F T  and  Ofcom  a re  asked  to  exp lo re  possible 
“undertakings in lieu" with New s C orp an d  to report to  you on w hether such undertakings would be  
effective to address “the potential im pact of m ed ia  plurality".

You only propose to go out to public consultation however, after you h ave  provisionally decided (in 
the light o f the advice  from O F T  and O fcom ) to accept such undertakings.

In order to ensure th a t trie overall process is both fa ir and thorough, it will there fore  be critical for 
O fcom /O FT  and  th e  Secretary o f State to  consult with key industry p layers (including the  
Concerned P arties) ahead  of  th e  provisional decision.

T h e  C oncerned Parties stand ready to tak e  part in this earlier consultation and  to  provide such  
assistance as w ould be helpful.

In ad van ce  of which, it would be very helpftjl to understand the respective roles o f O fcom  and O F T  
and the tim ing fo r next steps.
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SLAUGHTER AND MAY

have sent a  simitar letter to th e  O F T  and Ofcom.

Bertrand Louveaux

cc. Stuart Brand
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