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4.4 E D IT O R IA L  P O L IC Y Issue N o. 2 dated 17/05/2004

E th ica l in te g rity  is the cornerstone o f our e d ito ria l p o licy . I t  is  the p rin c ip le  b y  w h ich  
we run  a ll our papers, w hether they be p a id -fo r o r free. -O ur papers m ust also be edited 
on the basis tha t they are intended to be read b y  w ho le  fam ilies , and content m ust re fle c t 
this.

W ith in  norm al com m ercia l constraints in c lu d ing  planned ed ito ria l/adve rtis ing  ratios and 
lim ita tio n s  on co lour, the G roup operates a p o lic y  under w h ich  the ed ito r has freedom  to 
ed it w ith o u t in terference from  general management, a lthough th is  does no t preclude 
management fro m  m aking its  view s know n. The ed ito r is  le g a lly  responsible fo r the 
entire content o f the products he o r she edits, in c lu d in g  advertising. He o r she is 
s im ila rly  responsible fo r the fairness and accuracy o f  a ll content. I f  errors occur, they 
m ust be corrected p ro m p tly  and w ith  the appropriate apologies, subject to  legal 
requirem ents.

E dito rs and th e ir s ta ff m ust avoid overt and sustained p o litic a l bias. As a general ru le , 
our title s  are expected to  fo llo w  an issue-led agenda, no t a p a rty -p o litica l one. I t  is 
recognised that, in  the interests o f loca l dem ocracy, the app lica tion  o f th is  p o lic y  m ay 
resu lt in  a title  cha lleng ing o r cham pioning a specific  p o litic a l p a rty  on occasion.

E ditors m ust ensure tha t they and th e ir s ta ff fo llo w  the current Code o f Practice as set 
out b y  the Press C om pla in ts Com m ission.

E ditors are expected to make m anaging d irectors and senior com m ercia l managers 
aware, in  advance o f  p ub lica tio n , o f any artic les they be lieve m ay have an adverse 
com m ercial im pact on the business. Th is is  in  the interests o f good in terna l 
com m unications o n ly , and does not over-ride  the preceding p o in t on e d ito ria l 
independence.

I t  is also G roup p o lic y  tha t our newspapers make no m ention  o f any com petito r except 
in  the context o f  a genuine news story. In  pa rticu la r, i t  is  s tric tly  contra ry to Group 
p o lic y  fo r any newspaper to  indulge in  “ knocking  copy”  re la ting  to  com petitors.
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