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16 Ju ly  2012

IN THE MATTER OF THE LEVESON INQUIRY INTO THE CULTURE, PRACTICES AND 
ETHICS OF THE PRESS

FOURTH WITNESS 
STATEMENT OF 

DOMINIC JAMES MOHAN

I, D o m in ic  J a m e s  M o h a n  c/o T h e  S u n , N e w s  G ro u p  N e w s p a p e rs  L im ited, o f 3 T h o m a s  M ore  

S q u a re , Lo n d o n  E 9 8  1XY, will s a y  a s  fo llow s:

1 . I am  E d ito r o f T h e  S u n  a n d  h a v e  b e e n  s in c e  A u g u s t  20 09 . T h is  is m y fourth sta tem en t to

the Inquiry.

2 . T h is  s ta tem en t is p rov id ed  p u rsu an t to a se c tio n  21 notice a d d re s s e d  to m e d ated  5 Ju ly  

2 0 1 2 . T h e  notice  stated  a s  follow s;

"Y o u rp u b lic a t io n  h a s  c o n ta in e d  the artic le s listed  below , u n d e r  the h e a d l in e s  g iven .

P ie a s e  p ro v id e  y o u r  c o m m e n t s  o n  the a rtic le s p a rticu la rly  but n o t  lim ited to, 

e x p la in in g  w h y  the s to ry  w a s c h o s e n  for pub lica t ion ; w h y  the c o n te n t s  o f  the atiicle  

w ere  c o n s id e re d  app rop ria te ; a n d  h o w  y o u  c o n s id e r  the article c o m p l ie s  with the 

E d it o r s ’ C o d e  o f  P ra c t ice .”

3;. I h a ve  s e t out m y re s p o n s e s  to th e se  q u e stio n s  in re sp e ct o f e a c h  artic le  listed by  the  

Inquisy below .

Man becomes first in UK to give birth to a baby (13 F e b ru a ry  2012)

4, T h e  Inquiry a s k s  w hy this "story  w a s  c h o s e n  for pub lica t ion  a n d  w h y  the co n te n t  w a s  

c o n s id e re d  app rop ria te ". A  story  a b o u t a  m an  g iv in g  birth to a b a b y  is in m y v iew  p la in ly  in 

the pub lic  in terest a n d  a su b je ct for s e r io u s  pub lic  d eb a te . Lord  A lfred  H arm sw orth , the first 

p u b lish er o f the  D a ily  M ail, o n c e  sa id : "W h e n  a  d o g  b ite s a  m an , that is  no t n e w s,  b e c a u s e  

it h a p p e n s  s o  often. B u t  if a  m a n  b ite s  a  d og , that is  n e w s . " To p a ra p h ra s e  Lord  

H arm sw orth: "W h e n  a  w o m a n  h a s  a  baby, that is  n o t  n ew s, b e c a u s e  it h a p p e n s  s o  often. 

B u t  If a  m a n  h a s  a  baby, that is  n e w s . "

T h is  story  a b o u t an  u n n a m e d  m an  g iv in g  birth to a  b a b y  first a p p e a re d  in T h e  S u n d a y  

T im e s  on 12 F e b ru a ry  2 0 1 2 . T h e  reporter, L o is  R o g e rs , I un d ersta n d , w a s  g iven  so m e
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detajjs o f the c a s e ,  but not the identity o f the  individual, by  a  re p resen ta tiv e  o f the  

B e a u m o n t So cie ty , the  U K 's  lo n g est e s ta b lish e d  tra n sg e n d e r su p p o rt grou p, w h o  w a s  

q uoted  in the p u b lish e d  story  (p a g e s  1 to 2 o f Exhibit DJM4).

S. T h e  S u n  fo llo w ed  up the  S u n d a y  T im e s  sto ry  the next d a y  with a  story  h e a d lin e d  "B rit m a n  

h a s  b a b y " (p a g e s  3 to 4 o f E x h ib it  D J M 4 ) , w h ich  a ls o  in c lu d ed  a re q u e st for inform ation: 

"D o  y o u  k n o w  the d a d ?  C a ll the S u n  n e w s d e s k  o n  0 2 0  7 7 8 2  4 1 0 4 ”.

7. D uring  re se a rc h  fo r the story, T h e  S u n  co n ta cte d  the B e a u m o n t S o c ie ty  fo r further 

inform ation a n d  for he lp  in p a s s in g  a m e s s a g e  to the  m an w ho had  g iven  birth. In re sp o n s e  

the g rou p  is s u e d  a letter (p a g e  5 of E x h ib it  D J M 4 ) , w hich  said: "....w hat w e  d o  s o m e t im e s  

offer, In  co n su lta t io n  with o u r  Inform ation  office r Ja n e tt  S co t t  is  offer to p u b lish  y o u r  deta ils  

o n  the w e b site  n e w s  se c t io n  if the p e r so n  w is h e s  to g e t  in touch. C le a r ly  th is w ou ldn 't  b e  a  

g u a ra n te e  th e y  w o u ld  h o w e ve r."

§. T h e  S u n  staff tried to co n ta ct the charity  M e rm a id s , with w hom  the  n e w s p a p e r h a s  en joyed  

a  g o o d  w ork ing  re la tion sh ip  in m atters o f g e n d e r  d y sm o rp h ia , a n d  the G e n d e r  Identity 

R e s e a rc h  a n d  E d u c a tio n  S o cie ty . N e ith er charity  m a n a g e d  to return the ca lls , p o ss ib ly  

b e c a u s e  it w a s  a S u n d a y .

t .  T h e  S u n  w a s  still ve ry  k e e n  to co n ta ct the  m an  w h o  had  g iven  birth to a s k  w hether, in 

e x c h a n g e  fo r a p a ym e n t, he  w ould  a g re e  to be  interview ed  for a  feature . I c o n s id e r  it 

entire ly  re a s o n a b le  a n d  leg itim ate to m a k e  a  p u b lic  attem pt to contact s o m e o n e  to w hom  

w e w ish ed  to m a k e  a co m m e rc ia l p ro p o sa l. A s  it turned out, n o b o d y  su p p lie d  a n y  

inform ation w h ich  m ight h a v e  e n a b le d  o u r jo u rn a lists  to m a k e  contact. A t no  point w a s  the  

ind iv idual o r their fam ily  h a ra s s e d  in a n y  w ay. N o r w ould  they  h a ve  b ee n  e v e n  if w e  had  

m a n a g e d  to talk to them . G iv in g  a n y  ind iv idual a n  opportunity to a c c e p t  or reject a  c h a n c e  

to be  in terv iew ed  by  a  n e w s p a p e r  d o e s  not a m o u n t to h a ra s s m e n t o r an in v as io n  of 

privacy.

10, T h e  d a y  after pub lication  o f T h e  S u n  story  the P r e s s  C o m p la in ts  C o m m is s io n  c ircu lated  a  

g e n e ra l a d v is o ry  note to all m e d ia  (p a g e s  6 to 7 o f E x h ib it  D J M 4 )  follow ing a  co m p la in t by 

M s H e len  B e lc h e r  o f T ra n s  M e d ia  W atch . T h is  P C C  note sa id :

" M s  B e lc h e r  s a y s  that T ra n s  M e d ia  W a tch  h a s  re c e iv e d  c o n ta c t s  from  se v e r a l  

in d iv id u a ls  w h o  a re  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  c o n ta c t s  from  T h e  Su n , w h ich  a p p a re n t ly  

re late  to efforts to identify the in d iv id u a l at the centre  o f  c la im s  that a  B rit ish  m a n  

w h o  h a s  u n d e r g o n e  g e n d e r  transition  h a s  g iv e n  birth. M s  B e lc h e r  c o n s id e r s  that 

th e se  c o n ta c t s  -  a n d  the c o v e r a g e  g e n e ra l ly  -  ra ise  potentia l i s s u e s  u n d e r  C la u s e  

3  (P riv a cy ), C la u s e  4  (H a ra s sm e n t ),  C la u s e  6  (C h ild ren ) a n d  C la u s e  12  

(D iscr im in a t ion ) o f  the E d it o r s ’ C o d e  o f  P ra ct ice . .. .A s  y o u  will re co g n ise ,  this is  no t  

a  p a rt icu la r ise d  com p la in t: M s  B e lc h e r  is  n o t  form ally  a c t in g  a s  a  re p re se n ta t ive  o f  

a n y  ind ividual. In  particular, s h e  i s  n o t  re p re se n t in g  the ind iv idua l at the cen tre  o f  

the story. H o w eve r, th is is  d e a r ly  a  .sen.sitive is su e ,  a n d  it is  no t c le a r  to m e  w he the r
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the ind iv idua l at the cen tre  o f  the s to ry  h a s  c o n s e n t e d  to the r e le a se  o f  the  

inform ation. F o r  that re a so n , / a m  d ra w in g  th e se  c o n c e r n s  to y o u r  attention s o  that 

y o u  will b e  a w a re  o f  them  in c o n s id e r in g  T h e  S u n ’s  repo rtin g  o n  th is is su e .  I h a v e  

a ls o  a d v i s e d  M s  B e lc h e r  that s h o u ld  a n y  m d iv id u a is  w ish  to re g is te r  form al 

co m p la in t s  in th is rega rd , w e  wiil h a n d le  them  in the n o rm a l w ay."

11, T h e  S u n  a lso  re ce iv e d  a letter from  M s  B e lc h e r  in w hich  sh e  a c c u s e d  T h e  S u n  of failing to 

c o m p ly  with the P C C  C o d e , in particu lar sectio n  3. 4, 6 a n d  12 (p a g e s  8 to 9 o f Exh ib it 

DJIV14). M s  B e lc h e r ’s  co m p la in t w a s  u n fo u n d ed . In m y op in ion  there w a s  n o  b re a ch  o f the  

P C C  C o d e . A s  ! s a id  earlier, giving a n y  ind iv idual an  opportunity  to a c c e p t  or reject a 

c h a n c e  to be interview ed  by  a n e w s p a p e r d o e s  not a m o u n t to h a ra s s m e n t o r a n  in vasion  

o f privacy. W h o  kn ow s, th e y  m ight eve.n a c c e p t  the offer a n d  b e  h a p p y  to tell their sto ry  to 

m illions o f re a d e rs  in a  national n ew sp a p e r. A n d , in fact, so  it p roved  in this c a s e .

12, T h e  M ail on  S u n d a y  s c o o p e d  T h e  S u n  a n d  m a n a g e d  to m a k e  co n ta ct with the m an  w ho  

had g iven  birth. H e  a g re e d  to g ive  a n  interview, in w h ich  he  w a s  not n a m e d  in e x ch a n g e , I 

a m  led to b e lieve , for a c o n s id e ra b le  su m  o f m oney. T h is  interview  w a s  p u b lish ed  a s  a 

s p la s h  a n d  d o u b le -p a g e  fea tu re  on 19 F e b ru a ry  20 12 , "M y  m u m  told m e  i 'd  b e  a  g o o d  

m um m y. / s a id  ’N o , Til b e  a  g o o d  dad '. In  h is  o w n  e m o t io n a l w ords, the first B ritish  m a n  to 

g iv e  birth to a  b a b y  tells h is  o w n  e x trao rd in a ry  sto ry " (p a g e s  10 - 1 4  o f Exhibit DJM4).

Zac is a boy aged 5 but lives as a girl (20 F e b ru a ry  2012)

13, T h e  origin o f th is story  is a s  fo llow s. T h e re s a  A v e ry  p o sted  deta ils  on  a p u b lic  F a c e b o o k  

g rou p  d is c u s s io n  forum  a b o u t h er so n  Z a c h , w h o  su ffers  from  G e n d e r  Identity D is o rd e r  

(“GID”). T h e  p o stin g s  w e re  sp otted  by a  reporter from  C a te rs  n ew s a g e n c y  in B irm in g h a m  

w h o then co n ta cte d  M s  A v e ry  to a s k  if s h e  w ish ed  to b e  interview ed abou t h er so n  a n d  his  

e x p e rie n ce  of G ID  fo r a  n e w s story  w h ich  w ould  b e  distributed to o ther n ew s outlets. M s  

A v e ry  co n s e n te d  b e c a u s e  s h e  w ish ed  to ra ise  a w a re n e s s  o f h er s o n 's  cond ition  a n d  a lso  

to thank  her s o n 's  s c h o o l for all their efforts in he lp ing  Z a c h  integrate.

14, M s  A v e ry  w a s  h a p p y  for the publicity for both her a n d  her so n , and  in fact s h e  e n c o u ra g e d  

it. T h e  re a so n  w h y  the m other a n d  ch ild  a re  c lea rly  identifiab le in T h e  S u n 's  artic le  is 

b e c a u s e  parenta l c o n s e n t  had  b e e n  g iven  to the a g en cy. M s  A v e ry  a ls o  p o se d  for 

p h o to g ra p h s  with h er s o n , w h ich  w ere  taken  by a C a te rs  a g e n c y  photograph er.

15, T h e  story  and  p ic tu res  w e re  d istributed  to the m e d ia  and  w ere  p u b lish ed  in T h e  S u n  and  

se v e ra l o ther national n e w s p a p e rs  -  su c h  a s  the M etro, the D aily  T e leg ra p h , the D a ily  M ail 

and  the D a ily  M irror (se e  p a g e s  15 to 27 o f Exhibit DJM4),

16, T h e  S u n  p u b lish e d  the  story  a b o u t the A v e ry s  in print and  on line  on 21 F e b ru a ry  2 0 12  (se e  

p a g e s  28  to 31 o f Exhibit DJM4). T h e  teno r o f the article, a c c o m p a n ie d  by h a p p y  

p h o to g ra p h s, w a s  entire ly  positive . M s  A v e ry  w a s  q u oted  a s  say ing : "P e o p le  n e e d  to b e  

a w a re  o f  this con d it io n  b e c a u s e  it 's  v e ry  c o m m o n  bu t e v e n  m a n y  fam ily  su p p o r t  w o rk e r s
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h a v e  n e v e r  h e a r d  o f  c a s e s  in ch ildren. T h e re  a re  p e o p le  out there but th ey  d o n 't  w anf to 

talk a b o u t  it."

17, T h e  artic le  a ls o  co n ta in e d  a  q u ote  from  the T a v is to ck  a n d  P a tm a n  F o u n d a tio n  Trust, a 

natio na l b o d y  w/hich h e lp s  p e o p le  suffering  from  g e n d e r identity d isorder, a n d  the  finai 

p a ra g ra p h  in the  article p rom o ted  the w/ork o f the B e a u m o n t Trust, a charity offering  a d v ice  

to th o se  w/ith g e n d e r  identity p rob lem s: " F o r  h e lp  a n d  a d v ic e  o n  g e n d e r  identity ca ll the 

B e a u m o n t  Trust o n  0 7 0 0 0  2 8 7  8 7 8  o r  visit w w w .beaum ont-tru st.o rg .u k " .

18, I regard  T h e  S u n ’s  hand ling  o f this h igh ly  p e rso n a l a n d  sen s itive  fam ily  sto ry  a s  

im p e c c a b le . It is a  g o o d  e x a m p le  o f how  the title h a s  w orked  hard to im p ro ve  its c o v e ra g e  

o f g e n d e r  is s u e s ,

IS , I e x p e ct that all the o ther titles w ho p u b lish ed  s im ilar sto ries  on the A v e ry  fam ily  will justify  

their ow n c o v e ra g e  to the Inquiry sim ilarly.

Bw ing on the Eu ros (3 May 2012)

20, T h is  sto ry  w a s  a  c h e e k y  a n d  affection ate  ce leb ratio n  o f  n e w s that R o y  H o d g s o n  had  been  

co n firm ed  a s  the m a n a g e r o f the E n g la n d  footbail tea m  a n d  that he  w a s  n ow  urging  the  

nation to unite b eh in d  the te a m  and  offer heartfelt support. T h e re  w a s  noth ing cyn ica l, 

bullying  o r n e g a tiv e  a b o u t T h e  S u n ’s  c o v e ra g e  o f M r H o d g s o n 's  a s c e n t  to the top jo b  in 

E n g lis h  football,

21, M r H o d g s o n  c a n n o t roll h is "rs" in s p e e c h  and  a s  a result he  h a s  b ee n  know n affection ate ly  

fo r y e a rs  by his n ic k n a m e  "W oy" to footbail fa n s  a n d  re a d e rs  o f the sp orts  p a g e s  o f m ost 

p o p u la r national n e w s p a p e rs , a n d  in d e e d  the G u a rd ia n . F o r e x a m p le , at the E u ro p a  

L e a g u e  final in B a s le , S w itzerla n d , in 2 0 1 0 , w h en  M r H o d g s o n  w a s  m a n a g in g  F u lh a m  

Fo o tb a ll C lu b , fa n s  o f h is ow n c lu b  m a d e  their su p p o rt of him  a n d  his tea m  w ell kn ow n by 

hold ing  up a  ten-foot b a n n e r w hich  read  : "In W o y  W e  Tw ust" (se e  below ).

M O D 4 0 0 0 0 2 2 3 6

http://www.beaumont-trust.org.uk
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(image taken from hitp;//cciuihanifoxAim/forum/topics/i!verpooi~away--

38?id::^3232738%3ATopic%3A626678&page==3)

I Z .  It is entirely right that The Sun, the country's most popular tabloid newspaper, should be 

able to converse with its readers in the colloquial language they adopt themselves and use 

wordplay around the nicknames they have themselves invented. This is one of the 

important ways in which a tabloid newspaper builds a rapport with its readers.

23. In my opinion it was perverse that the Football Association should describe The Sun 

headline on 3 May 2012, as "u n a c c e p ta b le " when, to the best of my knowledge, it has 

never once in the past five years raised any criticism of the use of Mr Hodgson’s nickname 

in the scores of times it has been published in the sports pages of national newspapers. 

The FA may wish to apply a different set of standards to descriptions of Premier League 

managers and England managers, or to what appears on the news versus the sports 

pages. The Sun doesn't, and won't. The FA is entitled to its opinion, but I regard their 

criticism that the headline was "in  p o o r  taste  a n d  d is re sp e c t fu r  as an ill-considered 

response, something I told the FA myself at the time of their complaint.

24. The newspapers that were among the first to criticise The Sun for "insensitivity" for its 

splash headline - the Guardian and the Mirror - have themselves regularly referred to Mr 

Hodgson as "Woy" over the years. Why did they commit the same alleged sin as The Sun? 

Simple. Because "Woy" has become Mr Hodgson's affectionate nickname, known to
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millions of football fans - but perhaps not to members of the public who don't share the 

same love of the game or appreciation of its tribal language.

T h e  D a ily  M irro r

(i) The Daily Mirror sports pages, back page on 26 August 2010: " W a y 's  w a r  with 

WAFA" (pages 32 to 33 of Exhibit DJM4)

(ii) The Daily Mirror sports pages, page 68 on 5 October 2010: 'Woy n e e d s  to find  

w in n in g  la n g u a g e " (page 34 of Exhibit DJIV!4}

(iii) The Daily Mirror sports pages, page 66 on 7 April 2012: " W a y  w o n d e r  at s ta y in g  

u p " (page 35 of Exhibit DJIV!4)

(iv) The Daily Mirror sports spread, pages 48 - 49 on 30 April 2012: "O h  W h y  o h  why, 

o h  Woy" (pages 36 to 38 of Exhibit DJM4)

{v'j The Daily Mirror sports spread pages 4 - 5 on 2 May 2012 which had a graphic 

cross-sectioned 'Woy's b ra in " (pages 39 to 42 of Exhibit DJM4)

T h e  G u a rd ia n

(vi) The Guardian online, 27 February 2009 “T e v e z  to R e a l  M a d r id  (part 7 4 )" (pages 43 

to 44 of Exhibit DJM4)

(vii) The Guardian online, 9 February 2011, Denmark v England: "2 1  m in s  N e a le  

R e d in g to n  h a s  a  w o rd  o f  p r a is e  for U n c le  W o y :  "F o r  all W o y ’s  s h o r t c o m in g s  a  le a st  

h e  ca lle d  out J o h n s o n  a s  rubb ish ..." (pages 45 to 51 of Exhibit DJM4)

(viii) The Guardian online, 5 March 2011, Saturday dockwatch: "1 :47p.m : Sub stitu te  

P e te r  O d e m w in g ie  was g iv e n  a  stiff ta lk ing  to b y  W o y  H o d g s o n  o n  the touchiine...." 

(pages 52 to 63 of Exhibit DJM4)

(ix) The Guardian online, 8 August 2011, “W e s t  B ro m w ich  A lb io n  P re m ie r  L e a g u e  

2 0 1 1 - 1 2  team  g u id e " (pages 64 to 66 of Exhibit DJM4)

25. Indeed, as recently as last Friday (13 July 2012), the Evening Standard ran an article 

entitled " C o m e  on, W oy, he lp  Z w e ig  s c o r e  a  p la q u e " (page 67 of Exhibit DJM4).

2S:. Mr Hodgson is not the first Roy to be nicknamed "Woy". The late Lord Jenkins of Hillhead 

was famously known as "Woy" Jenkins to friends and enemies alike, i do not recollect any 

such hullabaloo over his nickname - which was used throughout much of his political 

career which spanned the best part of half a century. But perhaps in his day people were 

less inclined to pick up cudgels on behalf of others for imagined slights.

27. I refer to just three examples:

(i) The Daily Telegraph, 26 January 2001, “It 's  n o t  M andy , it 's  n o t  e v e n  T o n y  - It 's  W o y  

w ot w o n  i t  (pages 68 to 70 of Exhibit DJM4)
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28.

31.,.

32.

(ii) Guardian online, 12 May 2010, “M y  F a n t a s y  C oa lit ion  C a b in e t  ~  quote from the 

article: “F o r  the H o m e  O ffice  there c o u ld  b e  o n ly  o n e :  the g re a t  p io n e e r  o f  the 

p e rm is s iv e  s o c ie t y  a s  L a b o u r  h o m e  se c re ta r y  in the 6 0 s ,  R o y  J e n k in s  (a lthough  

W o y  would, o v e r  a n  "a g w e e a b le  lu n c h "  a n d  a  d e c e n t  claret, in s is t  the term  

"c iv ilised  s o c ie t y ” w a s  p w e fe rra b le )" (pages 71 to 72 of Exhibit DJM4)

(iii) The Observer, 25 June 2000, “W h y  W o y  fe e ls  let d o w n  b y  h is  b o y " (pages 73 to 75 

of Exhibit DJM4)

My only regret with regard to the Roy Hodgson story is that The Sun described him as 

having a "speech impediment". On reflection, ! do not regard someone's inability to roll 

their "rs" as a speech impediment. Rather it is a simply a distinguishing feature of their 

speech.

The day after the Roy Hodgson story was published. The Sun splashed with the headline 

"M/Ovssy; Roy Row i s  R u d d y  R id ic u lo u s " on 3 May 2012, with a follow-up interview with 

Jonathan Ross, the TV personality who shares the same distinguishing manner of speech 

and who for years has been known affectionately to Sun readers and fans of his TV 

programmes as "Wossy’’ (pages 76 to 78 of Exhibit DJM4). In fact, the name "Wossy" has 

become such an integral part of Mr Ross's celebrity personna that he uses it as his own 

Twitter handle (page 79 of Exhibit DJM4).

In The Sun interview Mr Ross said;

"/ d o n 't  th ink th e re 's  a n y th in g  w ro n g  with it a n d  I ’m  su re  R o y  is b ig  e n o u g h  to take  

ca re  o f  him self.

"It h a s n ’t e v e r  b o th e re d  m e. I 'm  u s e d  to ii. A n d  I 'm  su re  it d o e s n ’t b o th e r  R oy. A lso ,  

h e  is  a n  in c red ib ly  well read, intelligent m an . H e  wiH take  it a s  a  Joke . I c a n  s e e  it's 

a  joke . E v e r y o n e  k n o w s  T h e  S u n  h a s  a  c h e e k y  s e n s e  o f  hum our.....really  n o t  a  b ig  

deal. ! w ish  w e  w e re n 't  p a rt o f  s u c h  a  ju d g e m e n ta l  culture."

He also said: "T h e  w orld  is  b a n k ru p t  a n d  w e 're  w o rry in g  a b o u t  T h e  S u n  d o in g  w hat they  

do....w ho  rea lly cares? i s  a n y o n e  realty u p s e t ?  N o ."

I agree wholeheartedly with Mr Ross,

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

Signed

Dated
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