
Page I of3

From:

Sent:

To:

Gc:

Subject:

Categories:

Folderlibrary:
FolderNumber:

Palker, Jeff

OG December 2010 16:13

Bavasso, Antonio:CO (LN); Pheasant, John; Rab' Suzanne

Appella, Andrea

FW: Follow-uP

Copied to Virtual File

co
12977136

Matterlnformation: MATTER-ID:0000367lCLlENT-|D:001 2561
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io: Palker, Jeffrey ( NewscorP )
Cc: Steve Unger
Subject RE: Follow-uP

Dean Jeff

Thank you for your email. r think we ane in agreement' hle have been asked by the

Secretany of staie to considen tne n"ed, in netation to eveny different audlence

in the united Kingdom or in a panticular area or locality of the united Kingdom'

for there to be ""iriri.ient 
piurarity of pensons wlth control of medla

entenpnis", ,""ulni tn.t audilncel-Of- to"te the BBC is one of the "media

entenpnis.r,, ,""Jiig tl.r" auaienceir) in !!..yf fon these punposes' As rm sure

you,re aware, tnere-isn,t a statrioiv definition as to what constitutes a

,,sufficient plurality of p""roni;-"ni *" will look qualitatively at sufficiency

having regand to-.nv'change in plurality that may arise as a nesult of the

merger.

Best regards,

Steve

From: Palker, Jeff
Senft 03 December 2010

To: Steve Unger
Subject: Follow-uP

Dear Steve

Thank you for the meeting y.9s.t9rd9y. lt was an useful opportunity to discuss the issues that you

are cunen'y consloering in light ottne eliiJnce we suOfiitted to you and submissions made by

ffid;ail.es1 I nop" tnaivouio'nd the meeting usefulas well'

ThereisonepointthatemergedfromourdiscussionthatIwou|dwe|comeaclarification.At
various points ouring t# disiussion you 

"""rio 
to suggest.that the plurality provisions were

intended by Parliame;il";;ffi;;+t'l^?tlvih; idi[t{ihe commercial sector in addition to

the BBC, thereby ,or","nlt Jiscounting.tnJirp.lt of B'Bc in reration to the analysis of the

current and expecteo rlu"rlr prGiity, 
.-rry; 

do"'iot i"i how that interpretation is in line with the

statutory framework o,iG 6l-.ii ot *ni"n-otrom wit aovise the secietary of state (and the
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Secretary of State will take his decislon) and therefore I would be grateful if you could clarifo on what
basis such a view could be taken.

ln fact our view is that the position of the BBC ls very much a relevant consideration to the

assessment of whether, pdst-transaction, sufficient plurality of voices remains. The DTI Guidance on

public interest intervention in media merger make that point explicitly clear in section 7.9 which states:

"7.9 First and foremost, the Secretary of State may consider the impact of the merger on the

number of persons controlling media enterprises serving the relevant audiences in any given

area of the'UK, with the object of securing that control of media enterprises continues to be

spread across a sufiicient number of persons. When assessing the number of persons

controlling media enterprises post'merger, it would be relevant to take into account the

number of other players serving that audience. This would lnclude BBC and the Welsh
Authority, where relevant, as well as owners of broadcasters established abroad and
broadcalting into the UK under European Union licences." (emphasis added)

I look forward to hearing from You.

Best wishes

Jeff

Jeffrey Palker
General Counsel, EuroPe & Asia
News Corporation
3 Thomas Moore Square
London E98 1EX

"please consider the environment before printing this e-mail"
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law. It accepts no liability for viruses introduced by this e-mail or attachments'

This message and its attachments may contain legally privileged or confidential information' It is

intended solely for the named addressee. If you *e noi the addressee indicated in this message (or

responsible for delivery of the message to $e addressee), you r-nfY noj.copy or deliver.this.message

or its attachmentrlo rivon". Rather,"you should p"r**"tttly delete this message and its attachments

and kindly notify the sender by reply e-ry-ujr. e"i conient of this message and its attachments that

does not relate to the official busiiess of News America Incorporated or its subsidiaries must be

taken not to have been sent or endorsed by any of them. No representation is made that this ernail or

its attachments are without defect'

************************t*****************************************t*********************************t*******#**

This week is Get online week. lf you'd like to help someone you know get online, visit

g--g-:::giX".y-TJ:'::T"g"931"?9"09T-7??:----********+**r******************i**t***************r*******

For more information visit www'ofcom'org'uk

; . , This email (and any attachments) is confidential and intended for the use of the addressee only'

---= 
lf you have received this email in error please notify the originator of the message and delete it from your

system.

This email has been scanned for viruses. However, you open any attachments at your own risk'

Any views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender and do not represent the views or

oJinions of Oicom unlgss expressly siatgd othgrwise' .**s*****************r*******t*r*********i****

abs Email-SecuritY SYstem'

For more informati on please vi sit http //www.messagelab s. com/email

This message and its attachments may contain regally privileged or confidential information' It is

intended solely for the named addressee. tf t"; _u!r 
;"i the aJdressee indicated in this message (or

responsible for delivery of the message to the addressee), you $fY nol.copy or delivsr this message

or its attachments to anyone. Rather, you should p.r-**tly.d3lete this message and its attachments

and kindly notiff tt. ,"rrd", by reply e-mail. Any conten! of this message and its attachments that

does not relate to the official business of News America Incorporated or its.subsidiaries must be

taken not to have been sent or 
"rroorrra 

uy any of them. No representation is made that this email or

its attachments are without defect'

This message and its attachments may contain rega[y privileged or confidential information. It is

intended solely for the named aaareriee. tiyo,, it. troi trt" uddress"e indicated in this message (or

responsible for delivery of the message to the addressee), you mfY 
"oi:opv 

or deliver this message

or its attachments to anyone. Rather, you shourd permanently delete this message and its attachments

and kindly notiff ttre senae, by reply e-mail. Any content of thi' message and its attachments that

does not relate to the official business of News America Incorporated or its.subsidiaries must be

taken not to have been sent or endorsed bry any of them. No representation is made that this email or

its attachments are without defect'
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