For Distribution to CPs

3 Thomas More Square, London E98 ITT
Tel: 020 7782 5145/6

From The Editor
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Dear Lord Justice Leveson,
After Uleft the Inguiry on Tuesday, Uwas concerned about two detalls of my testimeny.

When asked whether | had attended any meetings with peliticians with either Rupert or James
Murdoch, 1 forget that, in 2008, James Murdoch attended Laboar party conference in Manchester and
joined a ditmer of hall a dozen Times journalists and the then Chancellor, Alistair Darling. | was also
present al two micetings lastyear when Michael Gove, the Bducation Secretary; came to discass the
possibility of News Corporation establishing an Academy school. When asked how often | had mel the
Prime Minister, T thought [ was answering ahout the last year. Looking back, | realise T was being
asked how often | had met him since May 2010, T do not have an exact number to give you, bul, in
nedrky two years, itis Tikely to have been over a dozen thmes. 1 realise this is nota comprehensive
duswver 1o these questions but 1f you veed more information please ket e know,

As you wilk be aware, in my witness staterneot to the Leveson Inqgeiry Traised concerns that | had about
an incident of computer hacking ac The Tiaes. 1 was not asked about it when questioned on Tuesday
but 1 feht it was important to address the fssue raised by the publication of nyy statement with our

readers. So Tdraw your attention to an article on page 11 of this moming's paper which secks to-give a
v detatled account of what happened.

o fune 2009 we published a stary in whiat we strongly believed was the public interest. When the
reporter informed his managers that in the course of his investigation be had, on his own initiative,
sought unanthorised access (0 an e-mail account, he was told that ifhe wanted to pursue the story, he
had to use legitimate means to do so. He did, idenditying the person at the heart of the stovy using his
own sourees and information publicly available on the intertet, ‘Own'that basis, we made the case in the
High Court that the newspaper should be allowed to publish in the pablic interest: Adter the fudge
ruled that we could publish in the public inferest, we did. We also addressed the concern that had
ermerged about the reporter’s conduct, tamely that he had used a highly intrusive miethod to seck
information without prior approval, He was formally disciplined, The incident has also informed our
thinking in putting in place an effective audit trail 1o ensure that, in the futare, we have an adequale
systern to keep accownt of how we make sensitive decigions in the newsgathering process. This was an
isolated incident and I have no knowledge of anything else like it. [ the Inguiry has any further
guestions aboul it, I would, of course, be happy to answer them.
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