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21 Febyyory 2012

fhlchost Gove {(Educalion Secrefoay): One of the things thot struck me over
the course of ine last few months s that o new set of stereotypes, every bit os
misieading and caricaiured as some of the stereciypes that have grown up
around politicians, haove grown up around lournalists and around the medio
and the way in which i operates.

And 'm thinking in parficular of the Leveson Inquiry gnd the debate thot hos
surrounded it One of the things that struck me about polifics s that there s @
oorlicuiar tengency o which ol politicians are tempied o succumb. inthe
aftermath of g specific crisis when an undoubled wrong has been done
there's o desire to find ajudge, o civil servani, o representative of the great
and the good, inevitably ¢ figure from the establishment o enguire in o what
went wrong and to make recommendations aboul what might be put right.

it's o natural thing for politicians to do but there are dangers associatad with
4. Sornetimeas the recommendations of that report may be modest,
oroporfionalie and sane but semetimes they gave birth 1o quangos,
cormmissions and law making creaiures that aciually generaie over
reguiation, over presaription ond somshimes g cure that s worse than the
originat disease. And if we look back af Government's response 1o various
crises in the post there have bean some profound crises thot hove effected
alf of our consclences. And because they've effected our consciences
peopie have wanted to be sgen to act,

So, for example, in the immediaie affermath of BSE and the problems
gssociaiad wiin the quality of owr food the Food Standards Agency was aulfe
dghtly set up. Bul one of ihe problems is thot the Food Stlondards Agency
had morphed over me from being o body which was responsibie for
governing the safety of our food fo one that became yet another
meddiesome and nannying organisation that was teling us what we should
aat ond in what proportion.

The same thing applied 1o the Vetling and Baring Scheme and aiso o the
Every Child Matters Agenda in the wake of the tragic deaths of Victoria
Climbie and, subseguenily, Baby Peler. In both cases with Vetting ond
Baring the fragic death of two children led 1o an aiftempt 1o ensure that we
more effechvely policed those who worked with voung people but the result
of that s o sifuation whare Philip Puliman had fo apply for o Criminal Records
Bureau check in order o go in to g scihool 1o read o chidren in ordsr o
provide them with the enfightenment ond adventure ond sense of wonder
which should be part of their birth right.

ragedies we developed guidance, the Working Together to Safeguard
Children Guidancs, which is sight hundrad pages iong; impeneirable and
which as you know has stiif not ensured that our children are safer foday than
they were two, three or five years ago. And isee the same dangers in ine
Levesen Inguiry and in the waoy in which the debate on press reguiation are
MOVING NOw.
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iT's undoubtedly the case that there weare senous crimes which were
committed but we now that those cimes were serious because they proke,
if the cliegotions are proven, the already exisiing crimingd law, There ore lows
against the inlerception of messages, there are iaws against bribery, there
are laws which prevent journolists like any other professional going rogue.
And those lows should be vigorously upheld, vigorously policed.

Howaver there is o danger af the moment that what we moy see are judass,
celabrities ond the esiablishment, all of whom have on inferest in faking over
the press as arbifers ofwhot a free press should be, impaosing either soft or
hard regulation while what we should be encouraging s the maximum
amount of freadom of exprassion and the maximum amount of fresdom of
spesch,

And the reason why | say it's o parficular danger at the moment is becouse
we ail know that newspapers are under threat; under thraot from the pressure
of advertising migrating online, under threat from a variety of new news
sourcas, That's why whenever anvone sels up a new newspapsr, os Rupert
pMurdecon has done with the Sun on Sunduoy, they should be aopplauded and
not crificised. And thot's why joumaiists should be, | believe, more osserfive in
making the case for press freedom and polificians should recogniss that we
have nothing 1o goin and everything o lose from fettenng o press which has
heiped keep us honast in the past and ensure that the stondard of debate in
this coundry is higher than in other jurisdictions.

And there's ¢ paricular point that fwant o make. | as g polifician ke ol
oolficions find myself cccasionally on the receiving end of reporting that
might maoke me iritaled or might moke me raise my evebrows. In the course
of the lost two months for example the Observer's reported that half of the
Sure Start children centras in this couniry have closed. The real numibser out of
three and o haif thousand is just gighi. The Observer reported this week that |
spent the last week in holiday in the US, if they'd only rung me, they wouldn'
have needed fo ialk o me they couid merely have listened io thering fone
they'd have known that Dwas in Englond.

But actually | know that newspopers moke misiokes. | know Kelvin Mackerzie
said that somstimes the story is so good you don't want 1o moke that exir
telephone calt ond i's good fo see thot the ethics of Kelvin Mackenzie
govem the Chserver's news desk.

But what | want to do is io concentrate on the big picture and the big picture
is that there s ¢ chiling otmosphere iowards freedom of expression which
amanaies from the debate around Leveson and | think that there are iaws
aciready in ploce thot we should respect and there are principles aready in
piace that we should uphold which are central o making sure that thiz
country remains free.
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