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T l ie  L e v e s o n  ln c |u l r y  is i to  th e  c u t t y r e ,  p r a c t ic e s  a r t t i  e th t c s  o f  t h e  p r e s s

W ITM ESS STA TEM EN T O F IAN yA C G R EG O F-? 
EDITO R , T H E  SUNDAY T E L E G R A P H  

6 Ju ly  20 12

i, !an MacGregor, of 1 1 1  BucRingham Palace Hoad, London W S 1W  OPT will say

a s follows;

1. I make Otis witness statement in response to tiie L.eveson InquiryT nottce 

dated 28 June 2012. i made an earfier statement on 14 October 2011

( f )  W h o  yoM a re  a n d  y o u r  c u r re n t  J o t  t it le ,

2, I am Uie editor of tt>e S un d ay  Te legraph  and tiave been since September 

2007, I have been a journalist for over 25 years, A brief sumiTmry of my 

career is at paragrapfis 2 to 8 of my first witness stateinent.

(2) To w h a t e x ta n t  ¥ /am  y o u  p e rB o n a ily  k w o le a d  In  d ra w in g  u p  th is  
p r o p o s a l  fo r  a n e w  s y s te m  o f  s e lh re g n ia t fo n  b a s e d  o n  c o n t r a c tu a l  
ofeffc|af/orts, as now s e t  o u t  h y  L o rd  B la c k ?

3. Murdoch IvlacLerman, the Chief Executive of the Telegraph Media Group 

(‘IM G ’) has taken the lead on this Issue for the company
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4. As eduo:', I would rsot expecl to be involved in the actual drawing up of arty 

proposal. That is a mailer for our C E O  and Board in consultation with the 

NP/Aand legal clepaftiTienl

(3 ) H o w  H it  w o u ld  you p e rs m m lty ,  m  y o u r  c a p a c ity  a s  e d ito r ,  e x p e c t  to  t o  
i tw a iu e d  in  tM ; f in a i d e c is io n  a s  to  w h o t t o r  y o u r  p u t t c a t i o n  s ig n e d  u p  to  
th e  c o n t ra c tu a !  o b h g a t io n s  o m d s a g e d  b y  th is  s y s te m ?  P ie a s e  e x p la in  in  f o i l  
h o w  th a t  d e c is io n  w o u ld  b o  ta ke n .

5. As editor of the Sunday title. I would expect to be consulted prior to any 

decision to |Oin the new regulator but the final decision would be for TM G

through its Board.

(4| In so  far as you are able to do so, p lease indicate w iie lher your 
publication is a t  present fully ready arut cononitted to enter into these 
contractual obligations. If it Is not at present fully ready and coa'unitted, 
please axplaiu why, and delafl any chan ges that would need to he mads; to 
the proposal, any further developm ent to proposal required, or any 
preparatory steps tliaf would need to he taken at yo ur publication, In order 
to put it In the position of being fully ready and committed to enter Into 
these ohflgatioris. If there are no circum stan ces In w hich It w ould be 
prepared to enter Into obligations of this nature, please explain w hy not.

6. As 1 have explained above, it would he a matter for the Board to approve 

but i undofsiand tiiat TteQ is prepared to sign up lo Ifie scrrerne.

(5} f¥Aat s p e c if ic  d if fe re n c e s  w o u ld  m e m b e rs h ip  o f  a  s y s te m  o f  th e  k in d  s e t  
o u t  b y  L a r d  B ia c k , u n d e rp irm e d  b y  c o n t ra c tu a l o b l ig a t io n s ,  m a k e  to  th e  
c u itu re ,  p fa c t ic e s  a n d  e th ic s  o f  y o u r  p u h i ic a tk m ?

I do not believe there would he many dilferonces to Uie work practices of 

being a member of the new ?egu!ator foi' the S u n d a y  Te fegraph. 1 prioe 

myself as being the editor of a newspaper that is run oEte staffed witi-;
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those of the highest ethics and practices. 1 believe that evidence put 

forward by IM G  to this Inquiry stiows as mucl'i,

f6| Is  th e m  a n y  o th e r  c o m m e n t y o u  w is h  
fofwarG b y  L o rd  S ta c k , o r  o n  th e  p ro p o s a is  
n o w  p u i i t is h e d  o n  th e  tn q n k y  w e b s ite .

m a k e  o n  th e  p ro p o s a t  p u t  
fo im ra rd  t v  o th e rs , t h a t  a re

8. As a firm believer in ttie principle of a free press and true aeli-regulation, I 

am concerned about any new regulatory model but feel tttal entering into a 

contract-based scheme is the only sensible way forward.

b. From a practical point of view, any system must be free, fair and

any nwolvemerU ot the state would hinder this. I believe that proposals put 

forward by Lord Black wil! create a free, fair, quick but also e to u gh  system 

that wili restore the public and industry’s confidence in the press.

believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

Ian fdacGregor 

6 July 20 12
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