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Submission to the Leveson Inquiry into the culture, practices and ethics of the press

1. I, Zrinka Bralo, Executive D irec to r o f the  M ig ra n t and Refugee C om m unities  Forum  (MRCF), 
 make a fo llo w in g  s ta te m e n t to  the  Leveson Inqu iry  on
beha lf o f MRCF:

2. About MRCF

M ig ra n t and Refugee C om m unities  Forum  (MRCF) was fo rm ed  in 1993, in response to  the  
needs o f new ly  arrived refugee and m ig ran t com m un ities , as w e ll as those th a t had se ttled  in 
n o rth  and w est London. A reg istered charity , MRCF is user-led and w orks to  p rom o te  the  
righ ts o f refugees and m igrants in the  capita l. It was estab lished by m igrants and refugees 
w ho  had hoped th a t m utua l suppo rt w ou ld  be an e ffec tive  means o f tack ling  the  barriers 
com m on ly  experienced by m em bers o f th e ir  com m un ities  in accessing services.

MRCF's w o rk  p rac tica lly  addresses the  social exclusion o f refugee, m ig ran t and e thn ic  
m in o rity  com m un ities . W e also advocate s tra teg ica lly  fo r  change to  nationa l policies, w ith  
the  overa ll a im  o f achieving e q ua lity  fo r  all. MRCF brings to g e th e r those w ith  d iffe re n t 
m ig ra tion  experiences, orig ins, cu ltu res and languages, to  w o rk  to g e th e r tow a rds  com m on 
goals; be it access to  legal advice o r p e titio n in g  policym akers, ho ld ing  cu ltu ra l events o r 
runn ing  supp lem en ta ry  schools, f ig h tin g  d e p o rta tio n  o r s ta rting  a charity , w r it in g  a blog on 
an issue o f com m on concern o r s tudy ing  fo r  a qua lifica tio n  ve rifica tio n  exam.

The underly ing  purpose o f all these ac tiv ities  is m eaningfu l in teg ra tion  in to  British society.

3. Why make a submission to the Inquiry?

3.1. MRCF w ou ld  like to  d ra w  the  a tte n tio n  o f the  Leveson Inqu iry  to  the  practices o f certa in  
sections o f the  British press in re p o rtin g  im m ig ra tion  and p ro te c tio n  (asylum ) issues. In 
pa rticu la r, MRCF w ishes to  h igh ligh t the  fa ilu re  o f the  press to  p rovide the  British public w ith
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accurate, ob jec tive  and factua l in fo rm a tio n , raising serious concerns abou t the  m edia 's 
ethics, standards, pro fessiona lism  and m otives.

3.2. MRCF believes th a t freedom  o f the  press is essentia l to  every dem ocra tic  society. We 
also believe th a t w ith  freedom  comes responsib ility . W e all have a righ t and a respons ib ility  
to  engage in the  im m ig ra tion  debate  in an in fo rm ed , balanced and reasonable way, in o rd e r 
to  ensure e qua lity  and jus tice  fo r  all.

3.3. MRCF believes th a t sections o f the  British press, th ro u g h  th e ir  fre q u e n tly  biased, 
inaccurate, in fla m m a to ry  and hostile  re p o rtin g  o f im m ig ra tion  and p ro te c tio n  issues, make a 
ra tiona l debate  im possible. Further, such re p o rtin g  is against the  public in te res t, because it 
creates a false pe rcep tion  abou t a vu lne rab le  g roup  o f people , damages race re la tions, aids in 
the  rise o f the  ex trem e righ t and dem onises vu lne rab le  m inorities .

3.4. It has been o u r experience th a t such media coverage exerts pressure over successive 
governm ents, resu lting  in knee-jerk polic ies th a t fu r th e r  erode the  pos ition  o f asylum  seekers 
and create a v ic ious cycle o f stigm a and h os tility . Politic ians have a lo t to  answ er fo r, as do 
the  jou rna lis ts , ed ito rs  and com m en ta to rs  w ho  have engaged in such irresponsib le  and 
unprofessiona l behaviour. In add ition , th e  Press C om pla in ts Com m ission (PCC) has fa iled  to  
p reven t th is  abuse o f the  fre e d o m  o f speech, instead a llow ing  it to  d e te rio ra te  in to  open 
hate speech.

3.5. In th is  subm ission, MRCF hopes to  p o in t th e  Leveson Inqu iry  to w a rd s  cred ib le  evidence 
o f th is  negative media discourse on im m ig ra tion , th a t we hope w ill be taken  in to  
cons ide ra tion  w hen recom m enda tions  are made abou t media ethics, professiona lism , 
practices and standards, as w e ll as in the  cons idera tion  o f safeguards th a t can be in troduced 
to  p reven t fu r th e r  abuse, inaccuracies and bias.

3.6. W e w ou ld  also urge the  Leveson Inqu iry  to  consider the  inadequate  m echanism s o f 
redress th a t are cu rre n tly  in place. Presently, the  system  o f media se lf-regu la tion  makes it 
a lm ost im possib le fo r  o rgan isations such as MRCF to  challenge p oo r practices, bias and 
inaccuracy on beha lf o f vu lne rab le  ind iv idua ls w ho  are s tigm atised, m isrepresented , insu lted, 
and unable o r afra id to  com pla in  to  the  press o r the  PCC.

3.7. Below, we prov ide  some exam ples o f media conduct and key po in ts  fro m  research and 
reports  th a t illu s tra te  the  d e fic ien t media coverage o f im m ig ra tion , and we provide 
references fo r  all o u r sources. W e respec tfu lly  request th a t the  Leveson Inqu iry  fu lly  
exam ine these docum ents, w h ich  p rov ide  cred ib le  evidence o f the  damage caused by 
irresponsib le  jou rna lism , bo th  to  th is  vu lne rab le  section o f the  popu la tion  and the  w id e r 
British society.

3.8. W e s incere ly believe th a t the  Inqu iry  w ill make a huge im pact in raising standards, 
pro fessiona lism  and eth ics across all sections o f the  British press. W e hope th a t by do ing  so, 
the  Inqu iry  w ill fa c ilita te  fac tua l, accurate and ob jec tive  re p o rtin g  on im m ig ra tion  and 
asylum .
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4. Immigration and Protection (Asylum) in the Media

4.1. In th e  past 10 years, media coverage o f im m ig ra tion  has increased in bo th  vo lum e and 
h o s tility  to w a rd s  all categories o f im m igran ts , to  th e  p o in t o f dem on is ing  th e m  com ple te ly .

4.2. In 2001, the  Association o f Chief Police O fficers expressed concerns th a t "Racist 
expressions to w a rd s  asylum  seekers appear to  have becom e com m on currency and 
acceptab le in a w ay w hich w ou ld  never be to le ra te d  to w a rd s  any o th e r m ino rity ."^

4.2. In 2003, in a re p o rt e n tit le d  What's The Story?^, A rtic le  19, the  in te rn a tio n a l organ isation  
w hich figh ts  censorship and defends people 's righ t to  free  speech, found  th a t media 
re p o rtin g  o f the  asylum  issue is characterised by an inaccurate and provoca tive  use o f 
language to  describe those en te ring  the  co u n try  to  seek asylum . F ifty-one d iffe re n t labels 
w ere  id en tified  as making re ference to  ind iv idua ls seeking refuge in B rita in , includ ing 
de roga to ry  and inco rrec t te rm s such as 'illega l re fugee ', 'asylum  chea t', 'w ou ld -be  asylum  
seekers', 'w ou ld -be  im m ig ran ts ' and 'w o u ld -b e  refugees'.

The re p o rt also found  th a t the  asylum  debate  focuses o ve rw he lm ing ly  on th e  num ber o f 
people en te ring  the  co u n try  to  cla im  asylum , bu t the  sta tis tics w h ich w ere  presented in 
media reports  are fre q u e n tly  un-sourced, exaggerated o r inadequa te ly  expla ined.

Asylum  seekers and refugees fee l a liena ted , ashamed and som etim es th rea tene d  as a resu lt 
o f the  o ve rw he lm ing ly  negative media coverage o f asylum . M any o f the  A rtic le  19 re p o rt 
in te rv iew ees had d irec t experience o f p re jud ice , abuse o r aggression fro m  neighbours and 
service providers, w h ich th e y  a ttr ib u te d  to  the  w ay in w h ich  the  media in fo rm s public 
op in ion .

Asylum  seekers and refugees are re luc tan t to  com pla in  abou t inaccurate o r p re jud ic ia l 
repo rting . In te rv iew ees fo r  th e  A rtic le  19 research expressed a m ix tu re  o f d o u b t th a t th e ir  
v iew s w ou ld  be accura te ly  represented and concern abou t the  consequences o f being seen 
to  com pla in .

4.3. W hen accused o f being racist, chauvin is t o r  xenophob ic  (and, th e re fo re , acting  against 
the  pub lic  in te res t), ed ito rs  ju s t ify  w ha t th e y  publish by c la im ing th a t th e ir  sales dem onstra te  
th a t th e y  are representing  the  pub lic  in te res t. Thus, w hen re in fo rc ing  th e ir  audience 's 
op in ions, no m a tte r how  inaccurate, th e y  argue th a t th e y  are serving the  pub lic  in te res t by 
g iving th e ir  readers w h a t th e y  w an t. This is, o f course, to  confuse th e  m eaning o f 'pub lic  
in te re s t'— a cen tra l p rob lem  in try in g  to  co n fro n t s loppy jou rna lism  and unprofessional 
e d ito ria l practices.

4.4. Pejorative language used by po litic ians and the  media makes the  s itua tion  m uch worse. 
Talking tough  s im p ly  constructs  a social p rob lem  in the  m inds o f the  pub lic  and re in fo rces a

A la rm is t  re p o r ts  on re fu g e e s  'm u s t s to p ', The Guardian, Tuesday 23 January 2001 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2001/ian/23/immigration.immigrationandpublicservices

W h a t's  th e  s to ry ?  M e d ia  R e p re s e n ta tio n  o f  R e fugees a n d  A sy lu m  Seekers in  th e  UK, Article 19, 2003
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v ic io u s  c irc le  o f  ta b lo id  h e a d lin e s , le a d in g  to  p u b lic  h o s t i l i ty ,  a n d  to  e v e r  to u g h e r  

p ro n o u n c e m e n ts .

4 .5 . N u m e ro u s  p o lls  o n  p u b lic  o p in io n  a b o u t  im m ig ra t io n  id e n t if ie d  th e  issue  as a s o u rc e  o f  

s o c ia l in s ta b i l i t y  a n d  a c o n t in u in g  c h a lle n g e  to  th e  ru le  o f  la w . In a p o ll c o m m is s io n e d  in  2 0 0 8  

b y  th e  In d e p e n d e n t A s y lu m  C o m m is s io n  f o r  th e  Saving Sanctuary^  r e p o r t ,  6 9 .7 %  o f  

re s p o n d e n ts  sa id  t h a t  in fo r m a t io n  th e y  re c e iv e d  re g a rd in g  m ig ra t io n  d id  n o t  d is t in g u is h  

c le a r ly  e n o u g h  b e tw e e n  a s y lu m  se e k e rs , e c o n o m ic  m ig ra n ts  a n d  o th e r  m ig ra n t  g ro u p s .

4 .6 . T h e  C e n tre  f o r  S oc ia l J u s tic e , a c o n s e rv a t iv e  th in k - th a n k  c h a ire d  b y  Ian  D u n c a n -S m ith , 

p ro d u c e d  a r e p o r t  o n  a s y lu m ^  in 2 0 0 8  w h ic h  s ta te d :

"the  language o f  asylum  is h igh ly  e m o tio n a lly  charged— and ripe  w ith  s ign ifica tion  
(swam ped, t id a l wave, d ra w  the line, a llo w  in etc.) I t  is very physical, geographica l, the  
language o f  islanders aw are  o f  the  vu ln e ra b ility  o f  th e ir  separa tion  and  
in terconnectedness", (p 90).

T h e  C e n tre  fo r  S oc ia l J u s tic e  a lso  c o m m is s io n e d  a r e p o r t  b y  Y o u G o v  to  g a u g e  th e  UK p u b lic 's  

o p in io n  o n  a s y lu m . Y o u G o v  a sked  a re p re s e n ta t iv e  s a m p le  o f  2 ,5 6 4  a n d  2 ,3 1 3  in d iv id u a ls  

re s p e c t iv e ly  a c ro ss  th e  UK f o r  t h e i r  v ie w  o n  v a r io u s  a s p e c ts  o f  th e  a s y lu m  s y s te m . W h e n  

a sked  to  l is t  th e  to p  th re e  c o u n tr ie s  t h a t  m o s t a s y lu m  s e e k e rs  c a m e  f r o m ,  P o la n d  a n d  

R o m a n ia  s c o re d  h ig h ly  w ith  22%  a n d  21%  re s p e c t iv e ly  b e in g  s e le c te d . H o w e v e r , as th e s e  

c o u n tr ie s  a re  b o th  p a r t  o f  th e  EU, th e r e  w o u ld  be  n o  n e e d  f o r  p e o p le  f r o m  th e s e  c o u n tr ie s  to  

c la im  a s y lu m  in th e  UK to  be  a b le  to  re s id e  h e re . 3 0%  th o u g h t  t h a t  th e  m e d ia  re p o r te d  

a s y lu m  issues 'f a i r ly ' ,  28%  sa id  th e y  w e re  'u n fa i r ly  b ia se d  a g a in s t a s y lu m  a p p lic a n ts ' a nd  29%  

d id n ' t  k n o w . B u t 64%  o f  th o s e  p o lle d  had  n e v e r  m e t an  a s y lu m  s e e k e r, w i th  30%  s a y in g  th a t  

th e y  had  a n d  6%  s a y in g  t h a t  th e y  d id  n o t  k n o w  (p p  9 5 -9 6 ).

4 .7 . T h e  r e p o r t  Victim s o f  In to lerance^  b y  th e  U n ite d  N a t io n s  H igh  C o m m is s io n e r  fo r  

R e fu g e e s  re v e a ls  t h a t  The Sun, D a ily  M a il, D a ily  Express, D a ily  S ta r and  t h e i r  th re e  S u n d a y  

e d it io n s  -  News o f  the  W orld, M a il on Sunday  a n d  Express on Sunday -  b e tw e e n  th e m  

p ro d u c e d  a s ta g g e r in g  8 ,1 6 3  a r t ic le s  t h a t  m e n t io n e d  th e  w o rd  'a s y lu m  s e e k e r ' in  th e  f iv e  

y e a rs  f r o m  1 J a n u a ry  2 0 0 0  to  1 J a n u a ry  2 0 0 6  -  a lm o s t  5 a r t ic le s  p e r  d a y , e v e ry  d a y , f o r  5 

y e a rs  I

T h e  te r m  'a s y lu m  s e e k e r ' is o f te n  used  in te rc h a n g e a b ly  w i th  ' im m ig r a n t ' (1 ,4 2 7  ta b lo id  

a r t ic le s  w i th  b o th  w o rd s  o v e r  th e  f iv e -y e a r  p e r io d ) .  A n  'a s y lu m  s e e k e r ' in  o n e  lin e , b e c o m e s  

an  ' im m ig r a n t ' o r  a 'r e fu g e e ' in  th e  n e x t, w i th  5 7 5  ta b lo id  a r t ic le s  e m p lo y in g  a ll th re e  te rm s . 

In c o r re c t  a n d  m is le a d in g  p h ra s e s  su ch  as 'i l le g a l a s y lu m  s e e k e rs ' a n d  'i l le g a l re fu g e e s ' h ave  

a lso  b e e n  e m p lo y e d .

S av ing  S a n c tu a ry , Independent Asylum Commission, 2008

^ A sy lu m  M a t te rs  -  R e s to rin g  T ru s t in  th e  UK A s y lu m  S ystem , A Report by the Asylum and Destitution Working 
Group Chaired by Julian Prior, The Centre for Social Justice, December 2008

V ic tim s  o f  In to le ra n c e , UN High Commissioner for Refugees, 2006
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D u r in g  th e  sa m e  f iv e -y e a r  p e r io d , th e  te r m  'b o g u s  a s y lu m  s e e k e rs ' a p p e a re d  7 1 3  t im e s  in th e  

s e ve n  UK ta b lo id s ,  a n d  'a s y lu m  c h e a ts ' 1 88  t im e s .  T h e  w o rd s  'c r im in a l ' a n d  'a s y lu m  s e e k e rs ' 

o c c u r re d  in  th e  s a m e  a r t ic le  5 3 8  t im e s ;  a n d  'c r im e ' a n d  'a s y lu m ' a p p e a re d  to g e th e r  9 45  

t im e s  ( in  3 7 5  cases, w i th in  f iv e  w o rd s  o f  e a ch  o th e r ) .  F if ty  s to r ie s  a s s o c ia te d  a s y lu m  s e e k e rs  

w i th  ra p e  -  w i th  t i t le s  like  "R e fu g e e  is ra p e  b e a s t,"  " M ig r a n t  m o n s te r "  a n d  " I r a q i  in  ra p e  

q u iz ."  'A s y lu m ' s h a re d  an a r t ic le  w ith  'm a d n e s s ' 2 7 1  t im e s ,  1 4 1  o f  th e m  in The Sun, w h ic h  a t 

th e  b e g in n in g  o f  2 0 0 3  ra n  a c a m p a ig n  c a lle d  'S to p  A s y lu m  M a d n e s s . '

A c c o rd in g  to  The Sun, 8 3 9 ,0 0 0  o f  its  re a d e rs  c u t o u t  c o u p o n s  w h ic h  a p p e a re d  in  th e  p a p e r  

d a ily  o v e r  a p e r io d  o f  s e v e ra l w e e k s , in  c o n ju n c t io n  w i th  an  a p p a re n t ly  n e v e r -e n d in g  s e rie s  o f  

'a s y lu m  m a d n e s s ' n e w s  s to r ie s . T h e  c o u p o n s  w e re  p e r io d ic a l ly  ta k e n  in  a la rg e  n u m b e r  o f  

sacks, w i th  Sun p h o to g ra p h e rs  in  to w ,  a n d  d u m p e d  a t  th e  H o m e  O ff ic e . A  fe w  w e e k s  la te r ,  

th e  p a p e r  a n n o u n c e d  th a t  m o re  th a n  1 m il l io n  re a d e rs  had  s ig n e d  o n  to  th e  c a m p a ig n  a nd  

to ld  th e  g o v e rn m e n t  m e n a c in g ly : "T h e  c lo c k  is t ic k in g ."

4 .8 . In its  T e n th  R eport®  o n  th e  T re a tm e n t  o f  A s y lu m  S e eke rs , th e  J o in t  C o m m it te e  o n  H u m a n  

R ig h ts  in  2 0 0 7  e x p re s s e d  th e  fo l lo w in g  c o n c e rn s :

"The tre a tm e n t o f  asylum  seekers by the  m edia raises questions a b o u t w h e th e r the  
s ta te  is fu lf i l l in g  its  pos itive  ob liga tions  to  p ro te c t asylum  seekers fro m  un jus tified  
in te rfe rence  w ith  th e ir  r ig h t to  respect f o r  th e ir  d ign ity , p riva te  life, and  physica l 
in te g rity , and to  secure th e ir  en joym en t o f  Convention righ ts  w ith o u t d iscrim ina tion , 
consis ten tly  w ith  the r ig h t to  fre e d o m  o f  expression. S ignatories to  the  1951 Refugee 
Convention, w hich include the UK, have specific  respons ib ility  to  p ro te c t peop le  fo rc e d  
by a w e ll-founded  fe a r  o f  persecution  to  f le e  th e ir  countries and  seek asylum  (p.98).

We are concerned a b o u t the  negative  im p a c t o f  hostile  re p o rtin g  and  in p a rtic u la r the  
effects th a t i t  can have on in d iv id u a l asylum  seekers and  the p o te n tia l i t  has to  
in fluence the  decision m aking  o f  o ffic ia ls  and  G overnm ent policy. We are also  
concerned a b o u t the  poss ib ility  o f  a lin k  be tw een hostile  re p o rtin g  by the m edia  and  
phys ica l a ttacks on asylum  seekers (p 101)

The Press Com plaints Commission (PCC) d id  n o t accept th a t there  was a m a jo r 
prob lem . I t  to ld  us: "The num ber o f  com p la in ts  (received by the  PCC) does n o t revea l 
a huge g roundsw e ll o f  concern a b o u t them  fro m  people aga ins t the  n a tio n a l press, 
given th a t they  can com pla in  a b o u t issues to  do w ith  accuracy, privacy, in trus ion, 
d isc rim ina tion  a b o u t ind iv idua ls  and  so o n "  (p 102).

The CRE d id  n o t consider th a t the  PCC's gu idance had been su ffic ie n t to  p reven t 
negative  and  p re ju d ic ia l repo rting , p a rtic u la r ly  in the  ta b lo id  m edia, and  th a t i t  had  
n o t he lped to  reduce com m un ity  tensions. The CRE w ro te  to  the  PCC in A p r il 2006, 
proposing  tw o  am endm ents to  the Code o f  Practice; inc lud ing  "gross e xa g g e ra tio n " in 
the  scope o f  Clause 1 and  am end ing  Clause 12 to  w iden the p ro h ib itio n  o f  
d isc rim ina tion  to  include racia l, e thn ic  o r re lig ious groups. The PCC E ditor's  Code o f

The T re a tm e n t o f  A s y lu m  Seekers T en th  R e p o rt o f  Session 2 0 0 6 -0 7 ;  House of Lords and House of Commons 
Joint Committee on Human Rights, 2007
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Practice C om m ittee  declined to  m ake the  suggested am endm ents suggested by the  
CRE (p 103).

We no te  th a t o th e r ju risd ic tio n s  have inc luded m ore  robus t p ro te c tio n  fo r  groups  
w ith in  a fra m e w o rk  o f  s e lf regu la tion  and  fre e d o m  o f  expression and recom m end th a t  
the  PCC draw s on best p rac tice  fro m  overseas. The r ig h t to  fre e  speech is sacrosanct in 
the  USA, b u t has n o t p reven ted  the m edia  fro m  w ork ing  w ith in  a Code w hich provides  
p ro te c tio n  fo r  vu lnerab le  groups. For exam ple, the  Code o f  Ethics fro m  the  US Society  
o f  P rofessiona l Journa lis ts  includes the im pera tives to  "Te ll the  s to ry  o f  d ive rs ity  and  
m agn itude  o f  the  hum an experience bold ly, even when i t  is unpopu la r to  do s o " and  to  
"D istingu ish be tw een advocacy and news reporting . Analysis and  com m en ta ry  shou ld  
be labe lled  and  n o t m isrepresent fa c t  o r c o n te x t"  (p 105).

In h is  o ra l e v id e n c e ' to  th e  JCHR, M rT r a v is ,  th e  G u a rd ia n  H o m e  A f fa ir s  E d ito r , w h o  g ave  

e v id e n c e  to g e th e r  w i th  M r  Esser o f  The D aily  M a il  a n d  M r  H ill o f  The D aily  Express, m a d e  th e  

fo l lo w in g  i l lu s t r a t iv e  s u b m is s io n :

M r  Travis: Can I Just com m en t on th a t?  I th in k  there  are th ree  pa rties  dancing this 
p a rtic u la r unsavoury tango  here. You have the po litic ians, the  pub lic  and  the m edia  
locked in a ra th e r unsavoury vicious circle. Newspapers such as M r  H ill's and  M r  
Esser's c la im  they  re fle c t the  views o f  th e ir  readers; po litic ians  fa c e d  th a t m edia  
barrage  in one p a rtic u la r he igh tened  pe riod  in 2003. Over a 31-day pe riod  the  D aily  
Express ran no less than  22 fro n t-p a g e  lead stories on the  sub jec t o f  asylum  based  
m ostly  on guesstim ates fro m  u n o ffic ia l sources. In th is s itua tion , newspapers bo th  fu e l 
th a t p o lit ic a l p re jud ice  and  fu e l th a t extrem ism . Recent M o r i research in th is area  
show ed th a t D a ily  Express readers th in k  th a t 21% o f  the  B ritish p opu la tion  are  
im m ig ran ts . The D aily  M a il readers say i t  is a b o u t 19%. Guardian readers say i t  is 
a b o u t 11%. We are a ll ac tua lly  exaggera ting . I t  is on ly  7%. Even FT readers, w ho seem  
to  be the "best in fo rm ed  in the  coun try", as th e ir  s logan goes, g o t som ew here near a t  
6 o r 7%. We have a ll exagge ra ted  th is p rob lem  in th a t respect, so i t  becomes fue lled . 
The idea th a t th is is som e k ind  o f  balanced, accura te  re flec tion  o f  pub lic  op in ion  on 
th is sub jec t is be lied  by the fa c t  th a t M r  H ill's  newspapers in the pa s t p r in te d  
m a n ifes tly  fa lse  s to ries—fa n ta s y  land. We had fro m  the D aily  S tar: "Asylum seekers 
have sto len n ine donkeys fro m  Greenwich Royal Parks and  eaten th e m ." I t  is 
supposedly based upon fa c t, you kn o w — and po lice  saying they  th in k  they  k illed  them  
and a te  th e m — and the on ly  quo te  fro m  the  po lice  in the s to ry  is, "w e are to ta lly  
b a ffle d  over w h a t happened to  the donkeys".

4 .9 . F u r th e r  e x a m p le s  o f  in a c c u ra te  a n d  d is to r te d  ta b lo id  c o v e ra g e  can  be fo u n d  o n  the 
Tabloid Watch w e b s ite ,  w h ic h  a lso  c o n ta in s  lin k s  to  a lte r n a t iv e  s o u rc e s  o f  in fo r m a t io n  th a t

The full transcript of this evidence hearing to JCHR can be found on 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/it200607/itselect/itrights/81/7012204.htm and additional report on 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/media/2007/ian/23/pressandpublishing.immigrationasvlumandrefugees
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c h a lle n g e  ta b lo id  r e p o r ts  o n  v a r io u s  issues. T h e  d e b u n k e d  d is to r te d  re p o r ts  a b o u t  a s y lu m  

can  be fo u n d  a t:

h t tp : / / ta b lo id - w a tc h .b lo g s p o t .c o m /s e a r c h / la b e l/a s y lu m

T h e  m o s t p la s t ic  e x a m p le  o f  a c o m p le te ly  in v e n te d  s to ry  c o n c e rn in g  a s y lu m  s e e k e rs  is th e  so - 

c a lle d  'S w a n  B a ke '. It i l lu s tra te s  th e  PCC's in a b i l i t y  to  p re v e n t  u n p ro fe s s io n a l,  b ia se d  

r e p o r t in g  t h a t  le a d s  in to  u rb a n  m y th -m a k in g .

T h e  o r ig in a l s to ry  w a s  p u b lis h e d  b y  The Sun ( f r o n t  p ag e  a r t ic le ,  4^^ Ju ly  2 0 0 3 ) a n d  i t  w a s  

p ro v e n  to  be  u n tru e .  T h e  Sun p r in te d  an  a p o lo g y  o n  pag e  4 1  a fe w  m o n th s  la te r ,  as 

s u m m a r is e d  in  th e  P ress G a z e tte :

"Sun accused of Swan Bake 'myth-making'":
h ttp : / /w w w .p r e s s g a z e t te .c o .u k /s to ry .a s p ? s to r y C o d e = 2 4 6 2 4 & s e c t io n c o d e = l

T h e  a p o lo g y  w a s  a re s u lt  o f  in v e s t ig a t iv e  e f fo r ts  b y  M e d ia W is e  a n d  o th e r  re fu g e e  a d v o c a te s .

In A u g u s t 2 0 0 3  T/7e D o /7 y S to r  e x p a n d e d  th e  'S w a n  B a ke ' a n d  c a m e  u p  w ith  th is  s to ry  a b o u t 

d o n k e y s

"PCC investigates Star donkey story":
h t tp : / /w w w .g u a r d ia n .c o .u k /m e d ia /2 0 0 3 /n o v /0 5 /p r e s s a n d p u b lis h in g . im m ig r a t io n a s y lu m a n d

re fu g e e s

D e s p ite  th e  in te r v e n t io n  a n d  a p o lo g y  in 2 0 0 3 , in  2 0 0 8  The Sun c a m e  b a c k  w i th  th e  S w a n  

s to r y — th is  t im e  a lle g in g  i t  w a s  E a s te rn  E u ro p e a n s  w h o  a te  th e m

"Who ate all the swans?": h t tp : / /w w w . th e s u n .c o .u k /s o l/h o m e p a g e /n e w s /a r t ic le 8 5 5 8 5 7 .e c e  

A n d  The D a ily  M a ilio m e d  in

"Swan bake: carcasses and piles of feathers found next to cooking pots at migrants' camp":
h t tp : / /w w w .d a ily m a il .c o .u k /n e w s /a r t ic le -5 2 1 7 1 0 /S w a n -b a k e -c a rc a s s e s -p i le s - fe a th e rs -

c o o k in g -p o ts -m ig ra n ts - c a m p .h tm l

T h e  P o lish  F e d e ra t io n  in  G re a t B r ita in  c o m p la in e d  to  th e  PCC in 2 0 0 8 :

"UK Poles attack Daily Mail 'bias'":
h t tp : / /w w w .g u a r d ia n .c o .u k /m e d ia /2 0 0 8 /m a r /1 4 /d a i ly m a i l .p r e s s a n d p u b l is h in g

In 2 0 1 0  The D a ily  M a il  re s u r re c te d  th e  S w a n  B ake  a lso  a c c u s in g  E a s te rn  E u ro p e a n s :

"Slaughter of the swans: As carcasses pile up and migrant camps are built on river banks, 
Peterborough residents are too frightened to visit the park":
h ttp : / /w w w .d a ilv m a il.c o .u k /n e w s /a r t ic le -1 2 6 1 0 4 4 /S la u g h te r -s w a n s -A s -c a rc a s s e s -p i le - c ru d e -

c a m p s -b u i l t - r iv e r -b a n k s - re s id e n ts - f r ig h te n e d -v is it - p a rk -P e te rb o ro u g h .h tm l
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4 .1 0 . T h e  c o m m e n t  pages  re f le c t  jo u rn a lis ts ' la ck  o f  p ro fe s s io n a lis m , a n d  ta b lo id  

c o m m e n ta to r s  h a ve  used  f r e e d o m  o f  sp e e ch  as a c o v e r  fo r  h a te  s p e e c h . T h e  e x a m p le  o f  T o n y  

P a rs o n s ' c o m m e n t  in  th e  D aily  M ir ro r  s u m s  it  a ll u p :

"Rights Mess Makes Britain a Soft Touch"®:

R a n tin g  a g a in s t th e  Hum an R ights A ct, in  M a y  2 0 0 5  M r  P a rson s  re fe r re d  to  th e  case o f  a 2 9 - 

y e a r -o ld  N ig e r ia n  m o th e r  o f  th re e ,  w h o  w a s  re fu s e d  a h e a r t  t r a n s p la n t .  She d ie d  w h ile  

w a it in g  fo r  a C o u r t  ru l in g  a g a in s t th e  h o s p ita l 's  d e c is io n  to  re fu s e  h e r  a t r a n s p la n t ,  th re e  d a ys  

a f te r  M r  P a rs o n s ' a r t ic le  w a s  p u b lis h e d . T h e  h y s te r ic a l,  h e a rtle s s , o f fe n s iv e  la n g u a g e  used  b y  

M r  P a rson s  su ch  as,

"W hen w ill we wake up to  the fa c t  th a t th is coun try  canno t w ipe  the  b o tto m  o f  the  w o rld ? "  

and

"So we are s tuck  w ith  the Hum an Rights Act. We are s tuck  w ith  a N igerian w om an shriek ing  
f o r  a fre e  ope ra tion  fo r  h e r dodgy tic k e r"

w ill  re m a in  o n  th e  M irro r  w e b s ite  f o r  m a n y  y e a rs  to  c o m e  a n d  w i l l  c o n t in u e  to  h u r t  M s  Ese 

E liz a b e th  A la b i 's  c h ild re n  a n d  p a r tn e r ,  w h o  a re  a ll B r it is h  re s id e n ts .

T h e  fa c ts  o f  th e  case , th a t  w e re  c o m p le te ly  ig n o re d  b y  M r  P a rson s , can  be  fo u n d  in  th e  BBC's 

coverage .®

In J a n u a ry  2 0 1 0 , P ro fe s s o r  H e a ve n  C ra w le y  e n te re d  in to  a p u b lic  d e b a te  w i th  M r  D av is , M P , 

a n d  m a d e  a c o m m e n t  a b o u t  h is  s ta te m e n t  th a t  b a rb a r ic  a t t i tu d e s  to  w o m e n  w e re  im p o r te d  

in to  th e  UK. P ro fe s s o r  C ra w le y  c h a ra c te r is e d  i t  as 'a c rass  m is u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  g e n d e r  

r e la t io n s  a nd  w h y  ra p e  h a p p e n s ',  a d d in g  t h a t  th e r e  w e re  'p le n ty  o f  b a rb a r ic  a n d  b a c k w a rd ' 

a t t i tu d e s  a m o n g  m e n  in a ll s o r ts  o f  c o m m u n it ie s ,  in c lu d in g  w h ite  B r it is h .

"Tory M P  sparks race row  a fte r accusing im m igrants o f  'im porting m edieval views' about 

women"^°:

T h a t s in g le  s e n te n c e  b y  P ro f C ra w le y  p ro v o k e d  th e  fo l lo w in g  a t ta c k  b y  The D aily  M a il's  
Q u e n t in  L e tts :

http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/columnists/parsons/2006/05/15/rights-mess-makes-britain-a-soft-touch-
115875-17078597/

 ̂ h t tp : / /n e w s .b b c .c o .U k / l /h i / e n g la n d /7 2 5 6 7 1 6 .stm

http://www.dailvmail.co.uk/news/article-1246851/Torv-MP-sparks-race-row-accusing-immigrants-importing-
medieval-views-women.html#ixzzlclNUdQrZ
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"New Labour Heaven is hell for a Tory MP"
By Q U E N T IN  LETTS 2 9 th  J a n u a ry  2 0 1 0

M r Davies was also a ttacked  by P ro f Heaven Crawley, 'd ire c to r o f  the  Centre fo r  
M ig ra tio n  Policy Research' a t  Swansea University. She tu t- tu tte d  th a t M r  Davies had  
used 'very dangerous w ords ' by suggesting  th a t in som e instances 'ba rba ric ' a ttitu d e s  
to  w om en w ere 'being im p o rte d  in to  th is country '.

I urge you to  v is it the  w ebsite  o f  P ro f Crawley's pub lic ly  fu n d e d  centre  in Swansea. 
Le ftis t buzzwords abound. The w hole  th ing  cou ld  be a pastiche  o f  The Guardian 's  
soc ia l po licy  pages. One o f  P ro f Craw ley's colleagues, A lan Finlayson, was a u th o r o f  
the  p ub lica tio n  M ak ing  Sense O f N ew  Labour. Good luck to  h im  I

As fo r  P ro f Crawley, w ho to o k  her M A  in 'Gender and  D eve lopm en t' a t  Sussex 
University, she was once head o f  the  'c itizenship and  governance p ro g ra m m e ' a t  a 
th in k -ta n k  ca lled the  IPPR. I t  happens to  be close to  the  Labour Party. She was also an 
adviser to  the Labour- con tro lled  Commons Select C om m ittee  on Hom e A ffa irs .

I f  jo u rn a lis ts  are look ing  fo r  an ob jective  critic , they  cou ld  perhaps look  elsewhere. I'd  
say M o n m o u th  is lucky to  have the fo r th r ig h t  M r  Davies as its M e m b e r o f  Parliam ent. 
W hat he sa id  was n o t 'dangerous'. W h a t is rea lly  dangerous is when MPs fe e l scared  
o f  vo ic ing w ide ly  shared opinions.

M eanw h ile , i f  we g e t a Tory G overnm ent and  i t  has to  c u t spending on universities, 
perhaps i t  cou ld  s ta r t  by c losing a ce rta in  m ig ra tio n  po licy  research centre  in South  
Wales.

5. Conclusion

5 .1 . In th is  s u b m is s io n , w e  p ro v id e  a s n a p s h o t o f  th e  f r e q u e n t ly  n e g a tiv e , u n e th ic a l a nd  

ir re s p o n s ib le  m e d ia  e n v ir o n m e n t  in  w h ic h  w e  w o rk ,  a n d  w h ic h  im p e d e s  o u r  u s e rs ' a t te m p ts  

to  in te g ra te  in to  B r it is h  s o c ie ty .

5 .2 . M RCF, lik e  o th e r  o rg a n is a t io n s  t h a t  p ro v id e  a s s is ta n c e  to  im m ig ra n ts ,  has n o  c a p a c ity  to  

c h a lle n g e  ta b lo id  p re ss  o n  a d a y - to -d a y  bas is  a n d  th e  p ro c e s s  p ro v id e d  b y  th e  PCC is 

in a d e q u a te  a n d  in a c c e s s ib le .

5 .3 . In a d d it io n ,  m a n y  o f  us a re  d is e m p o w e re d  a nd  h a ve  c o n c e rn s  t h a t  i f  w e  a re  to  c h a lle n g e  

th e  ta b lo id  p re ss  w e  w o u ld  be  ta rg e te d  in  th e  sa m e  w a y  o u r  s e rv ic e  u se rs  a re — th ro u g h  

in a c c u ra te  a n d  b ia s e d  s to r ie s .

http://www.dailvmail.co.uk/debate/article-1247152/QUENTIN-LETTS-New-Labour-Heaven-hell-Torv-MP.html

MODI 00059369

http://www.dailvmail.co.uk/debate/article-1247152/QUENTIN-LETTS-New-Labour-Heaven-hell-Torv-MP.html


For Distribution to CPs

5 .4 . W e  fe e l c o m p le te ly  s ile n c e d  a n d  u n p ro te c te d  a n d  u n a b le  to  ta k e  p a r t  in  th e  p u b lic  

d e b a te .

5 .5 . W e  u rg e  th e  In q u ir y  to  s t re n g th e n  th e  m e d ia 's  g u id e lin e s  in  o rd e r  to  e n s u re  th a t  

im m ig ra t io n  is r e p o r te d  a c c u ra te ly ,  w i th  a d e q u a te  in te r p r e ta t io n  a n d  in  c o n te x t ,  a n d  to  

e s ta b lis h  m e c h a n is m s  o f  re d re s s  in  r e la t io n  to  in a c c u ra c y  a n d  m is in fo r m a t io n  th a t  ca use s  

ir r a t io n a l fe a rs  a n d  e n c o u ra g e s  h o s t i l i t y  to w a r d s  im m ig ra n ts  a n d  o th e r  v u ln e ra b le  m in o r it ie s .

o f Truth

I believe the  facts stated iu this w itne ss statem ent are true.

Sieueb

Date ...<.........,.,..30'" January 2012
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