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SUBMISSION TO THE LEVESOHN INQLERY BY THE
MATIONAL COUNCH FOR THE TRAINING OF JOURNALIETS

Chegrvisw of e NOTS

The NOT 4 was established by the Industry in 1851 i@ gt tha regional newspaner’s
training schems and this year 8 celebraling & xiy % Qf gualty nurnalim taivng,

i was zet up following the findings of Ra\; Sormnmission on e Dress

i iy dadicatad o providing & world E.:E g% edusation and training system that devel am
srrent and fulure umaiisis for the demands of 8 fastohanging mullimedia indusiry

courss anoradiation;
rration: raining and ¢ e}f*iz

The NOT.Ss range of preducts and services inchude: ¢
quialifical swards; dislance learning; carsers !

profassional devel c@m 0 information gnd research; and conwnunications &
e‘ee’t—‘;ﬁ

ey .»Q,\.m has bgen in ths ’@L;é«)f‘id: newspaser saoter, # s
ngg g g role in the wider madia reiipcting the convergence of
;mm*&ésﬁﬁ“ $ E” e NOT s making maier devalopmaents i trslning contani,
delivery, ascredifation and asseszment, i & fasbohanging indushry facing chail Srgig
aow cornlifions and opporiuniiies.

Reoogised by Ofgual, the qualiicetions and sxaminations regulaior, the NOTS

grganises morz than 18,500 cxaminglions each vear. Almost 1, 700 sbtents and
frainaes fgka the DHploma i Journadisny Tor nows repuriers, su b adilors, sporls

iournaliste, magazing ournalists, brosdesst inumalists, pmaa (.,?m *:z*;r*}whem and

i ais

',

phatn pournahsts. Around 300 journslists train each year for the Mationa! Cenlt
Zxam aiw i?*equd ication for senier professiong §§’&.!E\Md§ ’zw’;«mpw;uu{rzdig
b szdmfu, prase photographers and photo joumalisis,

Thars ars 39 collsges, ma srsiting and commersial providers approved by the NOTJ
o oifer acoraditad journaiism falning courses leading o NOTY f,;i.éﬁ.%fiﬁd"limu. The
organisation providas a range of sarvices for g cantres and plays an influsntial mie
sl areas of ourmslism sducation and walning.

<

The NOTSs publicalions, such as MoNaes Essenthal Law fiv Jownalisls, are highly
soted in the ournalism fisld, The NCTL s the contact point for thoss looking for
g carger in joumalisn and provides advics o thousands of aspiring and ourresy
wurnaiists,

Thee NOTS s e inddependent regislerad induslry charlty, The organisation has won g

Mational Tralning Award and g an invasior i People st gold fovial, 1'*%:"‘»;%@ arg
pasad al the charily's seif-oontained offices in Naowporl, Saffron Walden, Easey ang
here gre morg than 280 fraclance axaminegrs, rainars and industry voluniesrs, The
crganisglionys oy u “m"e‘ mchudas rustess of the charily, a board of dirsciors,
acoraditation, qualifications and srxaminalon bosrds, edilions’ foous grouns, forums

for heads of ;’a‘:uma txzm antt course leadars, and g Btudent Coungll,
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The organisstion’s £1ay funding comes fram madia companies, indusiry sponaors
and from insome generated from producis srd services. The NOT receives no
Qubiéc funding. The NOTJ also administers the industry's Journaiism Diversity Fund
which awards bursaries 10 hoss who cannot affcrd © rain as journaiisiz ?mhe”
znf@rm«;z‘zﬁn about the NUTJ can be found on the chanity's wabsiie www noiheom,

TN F oang difing b onsme
Geaneral tpactng of sihics

The NCTJ does not seek 1o defend the owrrent, or 10 influence the fulure, reguintory
frameworl for the press in the UKD Wa regard our rode a3 ons of ensuring that the
industry's educabon, reinng and qualiiations produce high quality, professional
iournalizts, This includss sihics raindng angd asgegsment in the regulatory codes angd
msdia lmw as well as the integration of ethies ralning and professional conduc i e
thes full rangs of journalism skills, Truth, acourasy, obisctbity and falmess arg gl the
haart of svaryihing the MOTJ slands for

Tha NCTJ currently acoredits 88 pre-antry icumalism cowrses. A of them hawe {©

deliver the NCT.4s svliabus and assessmants and open themselvas and their
studenis o public sornutiny - i*\ o raguires tme, coramitment, dedisation and
sacurnes. Examinalion resulis lables are published an ma% sin December,

The NCT.J acorsdits & rangs of different types of courses o provide & choioe of
roifes it urnshsm carears, There ars further educalion nourses, undergraduala
and postgraduate highsr education sourses, and sonvnercial Courseas.

s mandgtory for all siudents on NCT hanorgdited courses o sit the Diplama in
Emzr“di g Thers are no sxamplions or exceptions, s an exacting national
standard. Cenires delvaring NOTd-acorsdited ooursss musl mast the
;f«awse:isiatz n standard for training,

Al tradness amplovad on regional new HERAUETS, having passad the Diploma {including
00w shorthand) snd completed 3 mmimum of 18morths of raining, i the
National Certificats Dxamination or an in-compary quabiivalion, which they mus!
oaes o guslify as saniors, Thae names of gl those gaining the 'goid standard are
subiished inthe NOTS s annual reporl. by the reglonal press progression (o sanior
sintus depends on sunoess in NS examnalon.

NCTJ qualifications remain ong of this coundry’s o gé sst tasis of professional skills,
They require hugs amounis of skill, abifly, persisiance and delermination - the vary
ualities aditors want in hel newsroom oumalisis.

& oisim was made by an ndividual altendd m orie of the inguiry semzm*“ that the
MO doss not teach athins, We govept that this may depend on riitions of
‘ethics’. Tha NI deals with athing inoa practinal and applied way *»ziheri: 0 i AT
shistradt, philosophics! and asademic way, NI centres running scsdemio ooursss
can deliver any additionst academic modulas they wish and sp there 18 no
siraighiachst in that sense. ?~E<wwe~, CENTES runn 3-(; suoradited courses must
demunsirats that the indusings seoraditabion standard s mel by the course and he
Cploms in Journalism is de::iwemd affectively and in full,

{Zaue 3l "if%&?:’; fram c@&‘ztim axplaining how the eaching of ethioy is inlegrated into

courses are inchidad In this submission logether with & copy of the
ROT ancredilad courses are nchuded in thiz submission fogather with g copy of i
KOCrE d cz(}“‘ alas Gaé
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Teaching and examnation of sthics in NCTJ medis jaw exams

Wiinin the Diloma in Journalism thers gre f‘urw*’rf twe prafiminary’ axams it madia
law: 'Court Reporting and Asscciated Matters’ and ‘Essential Media Law’. The NCT.)
orogrammes of s J* for media law {the syliably require the Prass *,»ng.}id:ﬂ?.s
Cormerission a5 an insbiution and the whole of the Editors” Code of Prachics o be
among he subiects faught and studied.
The following clauses of the Editors” Cods of Praclios are sleo among the subjecis lo
ne examuned - ihal s, they feature specifically in quastions in the NCTJ's
;,sm Imingsy’ exams n redia law in the Diploma in Journalism: Ciause 1 {(Accuranyy;
%ause 3 {Privacy, which sincg 2004 has referred specifically o digital
TN C’sftms}‘ Clsise 4 e"%--i':n‘e‘j%";f?@nf}; Clause S {Intrusions into Grisf and
?«? okl Clause § (Childreny, Clause 7 {(Children in Sex cases), Clause 10
{Clandesting Devices and Subderfugs, which since 2004 has s specifically prohibited
iim intercaption of privale or mobile telgphone calls, messages ce amailsy, Clause 1
(Victims of Sexusl Assadlly;, Clause 14 fionm@nisﬁ: DOurcesh

s term prafiminary’ refers (o thess exams belng amaong the sef of NOT
qua? fications regarded as pre-eniry fraining for those hoping fo enter joumalism as a
carasr, of posbantty raining laken by recrudls 1o the prof @ss 0“ soon aiter thesr
smployment. I should be notad that these arse the main NCT exams in media law,
anid 50 are not preliminary 10 any other exam sai\,iy it media law, ‘f?‘;:ik, ng it the
National Cartificate Examination — the NOTIs ‘sarior slafus’ guaiificalio mkem Dy
those who have been emploved a3 journalists for 18 mordhs or morg - wsii chuda
alemeants of media law, reguiation and ethics 0 wider applied ournalisiic scenarias.

Sone clauses of the Editors” Code ars not induded in the examination iopivs
bacauss, though they are requivad 10 be taught and sfudied, they relale o specialist
or managerial areas of joumalistic activity W?P*M% the ;mi;m;fw;; BRAMS JTE
mnisndead o focus on the gansral {though deladed) knowiedos meded bv thme
refativaly inexperenced in journalism 1o acqult themsaivas well, respansibly &

safely {as regards legal and reguiatory requiraments) in thelr early *,,fr:arq in tiw
paresr. A raines i aanéika&i\;‘ for example, {o lake decisions on payments o

witngssss {Glause 18} or to criminals (Clause 16} or on how falr ppporturdly o reply
o an Eraawcuraay witl be given (Clauss 35 Gther clausas - for example, on the sthica
obdigation nol i enfer @ hcam?»ﬂ withowt permission of banning pelorabive reference
o an individual’s race — gre gasily understood and se not examined on. Thers is an
argumaerd for further clauses o be included in the examination opics. But the NCTJ
media law examination board is conscious of the wids scope of media w onwhich it
i5 essential lo examine candidates, B wary of placing too much burden on them in
terms of subjects they will not sncountsr or be responsinie for in the sarly stages of
their carsers.

The ra,qu?remnm for Cfoort and its coda © be laught and studied was infroduced in
w 2010-2011 academic year, 83 & conssgusncs of he NOT.Ps demsion io
WOrperate brogdeast regulation into s multimedia training and qualifications. This
de’ ision fotlowed a oonsuliation exerclise in which the views of ed tors, educators and
studants were canvassad, Unbegrsities, colleges and othar fraining centras whoss
oourses are scoredited by the NCT.) were required to begin teaching broadoast
reguiation i either 20101 1 or 201112, Including as subjecis io be examined. Many
ware already teaching slementa of broadoas! regutation. To accommoadate this
transition o elements of broadeast regulstion balng examined, the NCOTS media w
gxaminalions board has adopled the polioy of allowing exam candidates in 201112
o answer sxam gqueshons relating lo ethics by refersnce (o either the Editors’ Cde
of Fractice or the Ofcom Broade %t;rzg Cods, and will not saf guestions solely ralating
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o one code uniil the 2012-13 year af the earliest This policy gives opportunity io
consider i the integration of broadoast requiation into teaching and examinations
nesds sy fine-tuning.

The Court Reporting exam i compulsary for candidates aking the NCTJ prefiminary

gxams for newspaper nurnalism, and s an option for candidates iraining for ather
fypes of journallsm,

The Fsser’ztiai Law and Courl Raporting programmes of sludy gre enclosed in full i
can ne seen they includs other guidance on what exsm candidates should know and
ravise in respad of the codes and PCC or Ofcom adiudications. Candidates arg
sxpeoied o know that the oodes it some situstions mf&@" tand reirdoree the Bw's
reguiragrmsnts bul in others — where the w does not han or penalise pubdicalion or
other journalistic activity - the cadses mean that an athical decizsion has to be taken
oy what should be published or what inquirles mads or methods used.

"L

Sample sxams and marking guides are included o this submission,
MoNae's Essential Law for Journalists

Thg “rs\,\;ra mes of study refer to relevant pages in MoMNae’s Essenfial Law for
Journalists, the wel-known and respeciad lextbook and newsroom manual on medis
law malters F’ sbliahed by Ouford University Pregs, the NCT. owng the book's
copyright, ha w g baen gifted it by the onginal author Leonard MoMae. The tradition
has been for gt isast ons of s authors v be a member of the NCTJ madia law
axagminations *’amrﬁ The currant chagir of *he board and the NOT s chief sxamingr
Mark Harma is co-author of the current 207 edition. He has baen womr‘q as oo
author {with Miks Dodd, lsgal ediior of the Press Association as the other no-authorn
on the 217 adiion which 2 now inthe ¢ rn'i;ﬁf Hor process st Oxford Universily Prass,
due I be published in March 20312, ?%“e 1% adition, in rasponss (o events and NOTY
poficy, will place even grester emphasis on ethical and reguistory matiers - for
gxample, the Editors’ Code and Cfcom cods will be introduced more fully aariée;‘ éra
ine *’muh s struchure, In chapters two and three. The book containg cavests that ¢
setf-reguiabiondregutaiion of the media may be subject o changs as a result of tm
Leveson Inguiry and the industny's review of reguiation, anwd has & website where
updates can be o posted.

Eihical behaviour in the newsroom and Ruture developmenis

We belisve that NOT. tralning be robust and students should hiave all the fundamental
zkilts and knowledgs i piacs for newsroorn smployment I they study and pass the
Diploma n Jeurnalisam,

Those empioyved 83 rainees v the regional prass develop and hone these skilis in
sreparation for qustficalion as sericr ioumalists. Al reginnal nev S par irainess sit
the Mational Certificate Examination or their oompam s suuivalan in-house
guaiification. The Logboaok, which all trainges must complate for al least 18 months
of thedr rasming, wor 3 Mational Tralning Award Tor the NOTJL

We gre currently reviswing our approash o ethios baining and s assessment in
NCT gualifications for both student and rainge ourmalisis. We will continue o
snsure sthwal joumaiism e inegratsd o all ow aining and sssessmeants.
HMowsver, ws ars considering placing sven grester emphasis on i1 mporiance,
parhaps with o dedicalsd, sssessed eihios moduls,
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Wea rscogriae that athizal tehaviour will alzo be shapsd by the pravailing newsroom
cudture and editeriat decisioremaling. We arg therefore considerning ways the NCTS
can el further with {% e onrbnuing professional development of ail senior journsiists
and lsadership and managemeant development for edifors and oiher seninr editors
SNSRI,

These mallers are belng urgently reviewsd with Ihe invobeement and help of 3l cur
siakeholders, Our E‘ﬁimc crs and Trustess as well as gur Journghem Qualifications
Board, chalred by Sleshen Milchal, depuly head of BBL News, cur 8 ¢:aresd§iaﬁm
Board, chalred by Shris Ellpi, readary’ editor of the Guandion, and all owr
axamination boards, have slready started this dedaiiasd work. The Nations! Qertificals
Bxarinalion o bang reCdsunched naxt vear as the Advanocad Diploms i dourmalism
g we Rt considering the deveippment of a foundation i“»ff!’iif“":i@“ et guslification.
S 807 anniversary conforsnce in Bedfast on 30 Novernber and 1 December 2011
was also a fecus for thase discussions.,

iigt of ﬁfmzzmw& inciuded as evidence with his submissian:

crexiitation standard

4 deaé shuies fram canlras D explain how the teaching of eihics 15 integraied
intn NOTd-accrpdiied onuress

&

< Wadia law and cowrt reporting programmes of siudy
£ Bgmple sxsems and marking guidss

Adddirass ared vontact information:

Mational Counclt for the Training of Jourmalists, The New Granary, Station Road,
Newporl, Saffron Walden, Ezsex OB GFL

Telephons: 1798 5440 i»’i

Condant Jeanne Bulcher, ohinf executive Danns hulcher@natioom G745
BAASITOTRT G2TH00

Statement of Truth

§ belisve the facis stated in this wilness statement arg tras.,

Signed .
N N b ™
e 102 2L
3282 .. ainsn B LS LIITILIPEN PRSP R
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