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R oya l C o lle ge  o f  P s y c h ia tr is ts  
S u p p le m e n ta ry  e v id e n c e  to  th e  Leveson  In q u ir y

The evidence below illustrates breaches o f the fo llow ing elements of the Editor's 
Code of Practice, which we do not regard as having been in the public interest:

1. A c c u ra c y

i) The press m ust take care no t to publish inaccurate, m isleading o r 
d is to rted  in fo rm ation , including pictures.

ii) A s ign ificant inaccuracy, m isleading s ta tem en t o r d istortion once 
recognised m ust be corrected, p rom p tly  and w ith due prom inence, and -  
where appropria te  -  an apology published. In  cases invo lv ing the 
Commission, prom inence should be agreed w ith the PCC in advance.

Hi) The press, w h ils t free to be partisan, m us t distinguish clearly between  
com m ent, conjecture and fact.

iv ) A publication m us t repo rt fa irly  and accurately the outcome o f an action  
fo r defam ation to which i t  has been a pa rty , unless an agreed se ttlem ent 
states otherwise, o r an agreed s ta tem en t is published.

3 . *  P r iv a c y
i) Everyone is en titled  to respect fo r  his o r he r p riva te  and fam ily  life, home, 

health and correspondence, including d ig ita l communications.
ii) Editors w ill be expected to ju s t ify  intrusions in to  any ind iv idua l's p riva te  

life  w ithou t consent. Account w ill be taken o f the com plainants own public  
disclosures o f in form ation.

Hi) I t  is unacceptable to photograph individuals in p riva te  places w ithou t th e ir  
consent.

Note: Private places are public  o r p riva te  p rope rty  where there is a reasonable  
expectation o f privacy.

4 *  H a ra s s m e n t
i) Journalists m ust n o t engage in in tim ida tion , harassm ent o r pers is ten t 

pursuit.
ii)  They m ust n o t pe rs is t In questioning, te lephoning, pursuing o r 

photograph ing individuals once asked to desist; n o r rem ain on th e ir  
p rope rty  when asked to leave and m us t n o t fo llow  them. I f  requested, 
they m us t iden tify  themselves and whom they represent.

Hi) Editors m us t ensure these princip les are observed by those working fo r  
them  and take care n o t to use non-com plian t m ate ria l from  o the r 
sources.

8. *  H o s p ita ls
i) Journalists m ust iden tify  themselves and obtain perm ission from  a 

responsible executive before entering non-pub lic  areas o f hospita ls o r  
s im ila r institu tions to pursue enquiries.

ii) The restric tions on in trud ing  in to  p rivacy are pa rticu la rly  re levan t to 
enquiries about individuals in hospitals o r s im ila r institu tions.

*There m ay be exceptions where they can be dem onstrated to be in the public  
interest.
This evidence is to be read alongside the letter to Lord Justice Leveson from Professor Sue Bailey, President of 
the Royal College of Psychiatrists, dated November 30, 2011.
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F rom  D r K e v in  M u rra y , C lin ic a l D ire c to r  o f  B ro a d m o o r H o s p ita l

A. E xa m p le s  o f  in t ru s iv e  p ress  re p o r t in g  a b o u t B ro a d m o o r p a tie n ts , 
v is ito rs  &  s ta f f

1. Reporter getting a job  a t Broadmoor in order to  obtain clinical material 
about patients:

http ://w w w .Q etreadinQ .co.U k/new s/s/2001718 security breach at hospital

The same reporter David McGee had previously in filtra ted  the Prison Service.

He applied by email fo r a Health Care Assistant job  on 15th April 2005. He 
fina lly  started on April 4 2006. A 'tip  o f f  telephone call identified him and he 
was suspended on April 9 2006. His article appeared in News of the World on 
May 14 and of course is now removed from  the in ternet -  we can provide a 
paper copy if needed.

2. Stories - particu larly about Peter Coonan (previously Peter Sutcliffe) - 
copied from  News of the World (NoW) website prio r to  its demise:

h ttp ://WWW.QOOQle.CO. uk/im Q res? im Q url=http ://w w w . bernardom ahonev.com /for 
thcb/pdt/vrartic les/im aQ es/n201.lPQ & im Q refurl=h ttp ://w w w .bernardom ahonev.c  
om /fo rthcb /pd t/vra rtic les/roam .sh tm l& usQ = 94J a4vwTTJKOJ5vYufT5R1KWz4= 
&h = 247& w = 200& sz= ll& h l= en& sta rt= 39& zoom  = l& tb n id = w m vL t 4vXxPp- 
M :&tbnh = 110&tbnw=89&ei=a7rOTsnxO IXLtAbdlbDFDA&prev=/im aQes% 3FQ% 3 
Dvorkshire% 2Bripper% 2BphotO Qraphs% 26start% 3D21% 26hl% 3Den% 26sa% 3D 
N % 26Q bv% 3D 2% 26tbm % 3D isch& itbs= l

These include:

• private letters which were sold and reproduced in the News of the W orld;
• secretly taped conversations which were then made available via the NoW 

website;
• a picture taken w ithou t authorisation w ith in the v is ito rs ' centre at 

Broadmoor.

3. Articles about Peter Coonan's ex-w ife , including pictures of her arriv ing at 
Broadmoor:

h ttp ://w w w .thesun.co.uk/so l/hom epaQ e/new s/1178676/Yorksh ire-R ipper-Peter- 
Sutcliffe -R ippers-w ife -is-back-a t-h is-s ide .h tm l?prin t=ves

4. A long-lens photograph o f another h igh-profile  patient -  which has had 
repercussions in term s o f patients ' w illingness to  go to  outside areas:

h ttp ://w w w .thesun.co.uk/so l/hom epaQ e/new s/1178676/Yorksh ire-R ipper-Peter- 
S utc liffe -R ippers-w ife -is-back-a t-h is-s ide .h tm l?prin t=ves

This evidence is to be read alongside the letter to Lord Justice Leveson from Professor Sue Bailey, President of 
the Royal College of Psychiatrists, dated November 30, 2011.
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5. Critical com m ent about the Clinical D irector a t Broadmoor; a lim ited 
apology was eventually forthcom ing a fte r months o f legal argum ent:

h ttD :/ /w w w .da ilvm a il.co .uk/deba te /artic le -1254976 /U tte rlv-insane--s lv-
ca lcu la tina-R ipper-Peter-Sutc liffe -arroaant-doctors-backina-b id-freed.h tm l

MODI 00060454

http://www.dailvmail.co.uk/debate/article-1254976/Utterlv-insane--slv-


For Distribution to CPs

B. C o m p la in ts  ta g g e d  w ith  B ro a d m o o r:

o West London Mental Health Trust v Daily M irror Aug. 20. 2010
The Daily M irro r am ended an online artic le  a fte r a com pla in t th a t i t  should  
n o t have re fe rred  to a p a tien t a t Broadm oor Hospital as an 'inmate'. 

o West London Mental Health Trust v Construction Enquirer July 22. 2010 
The Construction Enquirer am ended an online headline a fte r a com pla int 
th a t i t  re fe rred  to Broadm oor Hospital as a prison. 

o West London Mental Health Trust v Daily Mail July 22. 2010
The Daily Mail am ended an online headline a fte r a com pla in t th a t i t  
re fe rred  to Broadm oor Hospital as a prison, 

o West London Mental Health Trust v News of the World June 29. 2010 
News o f the World published a correction a fte r its  artic le  about Peter 
Sutcliffe  contained inaccuracies, as he had n o t applied fo r parole a t any  
point.

o West London Mental Health Trust v The Sun June 3, 2010
The Sun published a le tte r  from  the com pla inant a fte r she com plained tha t 
its  repo rt o f a kn ife  going m issing a t Broadm oor Hospital was inaccurate in 
its  claims o f a "lockdown."

o West London Mental Health Trust v The Citizen May 25, 2010
The Citizen published a correction and apology a fte r incorrectly  calling  
Broadm oor Hospital a ja il.

o West London Mental Health Trust v Daily S tar on Sunday April 13, 2010 
The Daily S ta r on Sunday published a correction a fte r i t  inaccurate ly  
re fe rred  to Broadm oor Hospital as a prison, 

o West London Mental Health Trust v Daily Sport March 9, 2010
The Daily S port published an apology a fte r a com pla in t about inaccuracies 
and discrim ination in an artic le  concerning the redevelopm ent o f 
Broadm oor Hospital.

o West London Mental Health Trust v Daily Mail March 8, 2010 
The Daily Mail published a correction a fte r incorrectly  s ta ting  th a t 
Broadm oor hospita l was a prison w ith padded cells, and th a t Ian  Brady 
had spent tim e there.

o West London Mental Health Trust v News of the World Feb. 19, 2010 
News o f the World published a clarification a fte r a com pla in t th a t an 
artic le  about the redevelopm ent o f Broadm oor Hospital contained  
inaccuracies, as no plans have been finalised. 

o West London Mental Health NHS Trust v The Sun Sept. 30, 2009 
The Sun resolves a inaccuracy and p rivacy com pla in t from  the West 
London Mental Health NHS Trust over a s to ry  on Peter Sutcliffe  by  adding  
the hospita l's com m ents to the online artic le  

o Broadmoor Hospital v The Sun March 31, 2009
Following a com pla in t by Broadm oor Hospital, regarding the publication o f  
an identifiab le  photograph o f a nurse. The Sun issued an apology and  
makes an ex-gra tia  paym en t to the nurse in question  

o Broadmoor Hospital v Daily Mail March 31, 2009
Daily Mail am ended online version o f artic le  about Broadm oor hospita l 
which had provoked a com pla in t from  the hospita l 

o Mr Rory Heoartv v Sunday Sport March 31, 2009
Following a com pla in t by M r Rory Hegarty, Sunday S port published an 
apology having inaccurate ly presented Broadm oor hospita l as a prison

This evidence is to be read alongside the letter to Lord Justice Leveson from Professor Sue Bailey, President of 
the Royal College of Psychiatrists, dated November 30, 2011.
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Broadmoor v News of the World Sept. 30, 2008
Following a com pla in t by M r Rory Hegarty, News o f the World publishes a 
correction o f a num ber o f inaccuracies th a t appeared in an artic le  about 
Broadm oor
Mr Rory Heoartv v Daily Soort Sept. 30, 2008
Daily S port published an apology and clarification fo llow ing M r Rory
H egarty's com pla in t about its  presentation o f Broadm oor Hospital
Mr Rory Heoartv v Sunday M irror March 31, 2008
Sunday M irro r resolved M r Rory Hegarty's com pla in t about its
presentation o f Broadm oor p riva te ly
West London Mental Health NHS Trust v Western Daily Press March 31, 
2008
Western Daily Press no tified  its  s ta ff o f West London Mental Health NHS 
Trust's com pla in t and publishes an apology  
Broadmoor v The People Sept. 30, 2007
The People publishes a correction, fo llow ing inaccurate coverage o f  
Broadmoor, and amends its  records in lig h t o f the com pla in t 
Mr Rory Heoartv v Daily Soort Sept. 30, 2007
Daily S port publishes a clarification, fo llow ing M r Rory Hegarty's com pla int 
regarding the paper's representation o f B roadm oor as a prison  
Mr Daniel Vuillam v v Hull Daily Mail April 30, 2007
Hull Daily Mai! published a clarification in response to M r Daniel VuiUamy's 
com pla in t about its  presentation o f Broadm oor Secure Hospital 
Ms Nuala O'Brien v The Sun April 30, 2007
The Sun published an apology, fo llow ing Ms Nuala O'Brien com pla in t
regarding the paper's representation o f Broadm oor
Ms Nuala O'Brien v Sunday M irror Oct. 31, 2006
Sunday M irro r defended its  conduct in lig h t o f Ms Nuala O'Brien's
com pla in t b u t agreed to rem ove the artic le  under dispute from  its  website
Mr John Leather v The Sun April 30, 2006
The Sun defended its  conduct in re lation to M r John Leather's com pla in t
b u t agrees to annotate its  records
Mr David Copeland v News of the World July 31, 2004
News o f the World published a le tte r  from  a com plainant, M r David
Copeland, c larify ing com m ents which had been m isrepresented in an
earlie r artic le

F rom  D r J a n e t P a r ro tt ,  C o n s u lta n t F o re n s ic  P s y c h ia tr is t  and  C h a ir o f  th e  
F a c u lty  o f  F o re n s ic  P s y c h ia try  a t  th e  R oya l C o lle ge  o f  P s y c h ia tr is ts :

"When there is a Serious Untoward Inc ident psychiatrists have been hounded by 
the media. This is not necessarily related to  the standard o f care, which may 
have been meticulous. This has involved, both recently and fo r several years 
now, jou rna lis ts  in truding on psychiatrists and o ther members o f the care team 
at the ir home addresses which the press has obtained. This results in extrem e 
distress and also affects doctors' fam ilies. The general tenor o f reporting is 
derogatory and m isinform ed about the expectations and powers o f psychiatric 
services and com m only is personalised in a v ind ictive  way. This also has an 
im pact on o ther service users, often delaying the ir discharge.
This evidence is to be read alongside the letter to Lord Justice Leveson from Professor Sue Bailey, President of 
the Royal College of Psychiatrists, dated November 30, 2011.
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A common local issue fo r forensic services is tha t the press may whip up public 
fears, which may have lim ited substance but result in service users not being 
able to  move on appropria te ly or to  take leave. The public also unnecessarily 
bear these fears and it is d ifficu lt to balance th is , as Trusts cannot give the 
correct inform ation (only in general te rm s )."

F rom  a C o n s u lta n t F o re n s ic  P s y c h ia tr is t  w h o  w is h e s  to  re m a in  
a n o n y m o u s

" I was singled out fo r opprobrium  by v irtua lly  all papers, from  the tabloids to  the 
broadsheets. None o f my colleagues from  the M ulti-D iscip linary Team were 
referred to  or named.

On the day of the Homicide Inqu iry  publication I ended up being lite ra lly  trapped 
in my own home. Journalists (m ain ly from  the Daily Mail) had been knocking on 
my neighbours' doors asking if I lived there. They were lying in w ait fo r me in 
parked cars outside my home, so th a t as soon as I arrived back from  w ork they 
chased me down the drive o f my house to  my fron t door. They then proceeded 
to  bang on the door, demanding an interview . There were photographers and 
jou rna lis ts  on the doorstep o f my private home fo r days. All my three children 
were living a t home at the tim e. My 15-year-old daughter who answered the 
door tried to  te ll them  I was not there and asked them  to  leave. But they would 
not believe her and remained. I t  was extrem ely in tim idating. I was made to  feel 
as if I, not the patient, had com m itted the crime. I ended up sitting  on the floor 
o f rooms which looked out onto the street in case they tried  to  take photos of 
me through the w indow and eventually had to  draw the curtains o f all the rooms 
in the m iddle o f the day, sim ply to  protect our privacy.

However, in the days and weeks th a t fo llowed, newspaper reports and articles 
continued to  flow. The v ilifica tion was very distressing, but there was no righ t of 
appeal. ... The slurs on my professional reputation and judgem ent were never 
countered by anyth ing which presented me as a com m itted NHS consultant who 
had worked in the field fo r over 20 years, who had a good reputation, who was 
generally respected and who had never before had a patient who had reoffended 
in a serious way let alone com m itted a homicide or suicide.

At least one newspaper gave out details o f my parents. This was com pletely 
unwarranted, in trusive, irre levant, and deeply distressing to  them .

Eventually, several years later, a Court of Appeal judgem ent reaffirm ed my 
professional reputation and described me as a respected and experienced 
clinician and also introduced the idea th a t some of the responsib ility fo r what 
happened lay elsewhere.

However, none o f th is  was reported in any o f the papers.

Professional reputation is im portan t fo r any health professional; however, it is 
particu larly im portan t in forensic psych ia try."

This evidence is to be read alongside the letter to Lord Justice Leveson from Professor Sue Bailey, President of 
the Royal College of Psychiatrists, dated November 30, 2011.
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