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For Distribution to CPs

R e p o r t in g  o f  S u ic id e s

________________ ^lias asked  m e to  rem ind you all th a t it is im perative that th e  gi'eatest possib le  care is
taken w ith  the  re p o rtin g  o f  all suicides.

F o llow ing  the  p u b lica tio n  o f  a telegraph.co.uk article , and o the r sim ilar m edia articles, rep o rtin g  the  
su icide o f  a m an  w ho  cu t o f f  h is head  w ith  a chainsaw . The P ress C om plain ts C om m ission  h as  ru led  
that th is w as in  b reach  o f  C lause 5 (ii) o f  the C ode o f  P ractice, w hich p rovides: "When reporting 
suicide, care should be taken to avoid excessive detail about the method used".

The clause is designed  to  p ro h ib it the  inc lusion  o f  such detail that m ig h t act as a b lu ep rin t for 
copycat su icides. In th is  case the C om m ission  found that tlie article contained  a long and g raph ic  
reference to th e  m etlrod  o f  su icide inc lud ing  deta ils  o f  the p rec ise  apparatus used  and th e  w ay  it w as 
assem bled. '

T he C om m ission  m akes th e  p o in t tha t inquest reports should be  carefully ed ited  to rem ove n eed less 
detail even i f  su ch  d e ta il has em erged during  th e  co u rse  o f proceedings held  in public.

P lease refer all fu tu re  su icide reports  to the legal departm ent.

C;\Tcmp\Tcniporary Internet Files\OLKR>6\Reponing ofSuicidcs ) A pril 09 (3 }.doe

MOD100019232


