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IN  THE MATTER OF AN IN Q U IR Y  CHAIRED BY THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

LORD JUSTICE LEVESON UNDER THE PROVISION OF THE IN Q U IR IE S  ACT 

2005

FIRST WITNESS STATEMENT OF COLIN PORT

COLIN PORT the Chief Constable of Avon and Somerset Constabulary of Portishead, 
Bristol will say as follows:-

1. Prior to receiving the Notice on 2 February to which I shaii refer and 
address, I had contacted the Inquiry to draw attention to and attempt to 
correct what I believe to be inaccurate evidence given to the Inquiry by Mr 
Richard Waiiace of the Daily Mirror. Mr Wallace has made a number of 
allegations about the relationship between Avon and Somerset Police and 
the media in the course of the investigation into the tragic murder of Joanna 
Yeates. I will address these In some detail as the allegations are serious and 
the issues raised are directly relevant to the work of the Inquiry. Some of 
those issues concern Mr Christopher Jefferies from whom we have received 
a pre-action protocol letter claiming false imprisonment, trespass to 
property and person and breach of human rights.

2. In paragraph 7 of his second witness statement, Mr Wallace says "Appeals 

for help  from  the p u b lic  (d isse m in a te d  through the m ed ia ) can be critica l to 

an In q u iry  a n d  the m edia  therefore in som e se n se s  a ct a s  an a d ju n ct to the 

investigation. Fo r in stan ce  in this case we in terv iew ed  a pub  landlord  who 

had C C T V  footage o f one o f the last s ig h tin g s o f  Ms Yeates. A lthough  police  

had sp oken  with the la ndlord  before us, they d id  n o t take aw ay the CCTV . 

As a resu lt  o f  o ur sto ry  th ey re -in te rv ie w ed  the iandlord  a n d  took aw ay the 

film".

3. I recognise and appreciate the assistance provided by the media to the 
police and acknowledge that publicly when appropriate. Flowever, on the 
assumption that the instance Mr Wallace refers to where he alleges the 
efforts of his newspaper resulted In a line of inquiry being pursued relates to 
the Hop House Public House is not accurate and was known to be inaccurate 
before publication.
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4. The CCTV footage from the exterior of the Hop House Public House is 
covered in the Daily Mirror on 5 January 2011. The following chronology 
demonstrates that this CCTV footage was already an active line of inquiry 
and material had already been downloaded and viewed:

22/12/10: CCTV was recovered from a number of premises along Ms
Yeates' route home. A short time period was prioritised to enable all the 
footage of her route to be secured quickly. This proved to be the relevant 
evidence in the investigation.

23/12/10; A subsequent report and examination of the material confirmed 
that Ms Yeates was seen walking past the Hop House camera heading in the 
direction of her home address.

27/12/10: CCTV recovery time parameters were extended as the body of
Ms Yeates had been found. ,

27/12/10: A CCTV technician visited the Hop House to download additional 
footage. The manager was not present but it was dear that the brand of 
CCTV unit was one with a long retention period and thus footage would not 
be lost. A return visit was planned to swap the unit with a loan CCTV unit 
when the manager was available. During the week 27-31/12/10 a second 
CCTV technician attended once again to carry out the swap as planned but 
the premises were dosed.

4/1/11: A CCTV technician attended at the Hop House with a new CCTV
loan unit and seized the Hop House unit. A reporter was at the premises 
when he attended.

4/1/11: The investigation team reported on the full movements of Ms
Yeates as seen on CCTV from the Ram Public House to the last sighting at 
the Hop House CCTV. They commented that a woman and child were visible 
behind Ms Yeates on the Cafe Nero footage but by the time she was seen on 
the Hop House camera, Ms Yeates was ahead of the adult and child.

4/1/11: Ryan Parry called the press office stating that he wanted to make 
us aware of CCTV footage from the Hop House Pub in Clifton of Jo Yeates on 
her journey home. He says that the manager has told him that we have not
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yet seen this CCTV because we are waiting to take the whoie CCTV unit and 
tells us that the paper is pianning to pubiish tomorrow.

4/1/11: The press officer was briefed by the Deputy SIO who said that the 
CCTV had been viewed and presented no further iines of enquiry aside from 
using alongside other corroborating information and CCTV from the area in 
heiping to get a general idea of her direction of travei. He said that standing 
aione, the quality of the Hop House CCTV footage was so poor it wouid be 
extremeiy difficult to confirm that it was Jo in the picture. We certainly 
could not deduce that she was being foiiowed just because two people 
waiked past a short time after as it is a busy main road.

On 4 January -  the day before the piece appeared in the Mirror - the press 
officer briefed Mr Parry verbaiiy to this effect and gave him the following 
statement in response to his enquiry;

"Avon and  S o m e rse t  Police se ize d  and  a n a lysed  C C T V  from  the Hop H ouse  

Public H ouse \A/hen the in itia l m issing  en q u iry  into Jo  Y e a te s ' d isappearance  

was launched. The p ictu re  quality  o f  th is C C T V  is  so  p o o r that we cannot 

confirm  that it Is o r  is  n o t Jo  Yeates. We are cu rren tly  a nalysing  m a n y hours  

o f C C T V  footage a s p a rt o f the investigation  a s well a s  follow ing m a n y o ther  

lin es o f enquiry".

It is clear that it was not the story in the Daily Mirror that prompted these 
particular enquiries by the investigation team.

5. In Paragraph 9 of his second statement Mr Wallace says: "... it  is norm al

practice  for the m edia to be  g iven  reg u lar "o ff-th e-reco rd " b a ckg ro u nd  

b rie fin gs b y  police  during  a m a jo r in q u iry  a n d  a fter a n y  su b se q u e n t a rrests. 

Often su ch  b rie fin gs will be g iven  to a sm all group o f crim e rep o rters a fter a 

la rg er p u b lic  p re ss  conference. The "o ff-th e-reco rd " inform ation that the 

police  m a y g ive  th is sm a ll group o f rep o rters m ig h t in clu de  deta ils  additional 

to those  that have  been  g iven  to the p re ss  m o re  w idely, a s  well as  

inform ation about p a rticu la r facts that the p re ss  m a y  be a sked  to w ithhold  

from the public, I  u n dersta n d  from  the C o n ten t D e sk  that o ur crim e  

co rresp o n den t a t the tim e, Jo n  C le m e n ts  a tten d ed  su ch  b rie fin gs during the 

Joanna  Yeates inquiry".
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6. This describes an approach adopted by the police sometimes to give discrete 
background briefings to media representatives on the basis that it is not 
published at that time and will not be published until or uniess consent is 
given for the status of that information to change to "on-the-record". I shall 
deai with my views on the topic of "off-the-record" discussions iater In this 
statement.

7. In Avon and Somerset we hold "pre-trial briefings" in high profile or complex 
cases where information is embargoed until the conciusion of a trial or until 
shown in public in the court room. These pre-trial briefings are strictly 
governed and editors are required to sign an indemnity form before their 
journalists are allowed to attend. To my knowledge there has been one 
occasion when a journalist has breached an embargo and that individual is 
no longer welcome at pre-trial briefings. The information provided at these 
briefings and any other off the record comment made on behalf of the force 
would not be non-attributable briefing.

8. During the course of the Joanna Yeates murder investigation we came under 
considerable pressure from the media, including "officials" from the Crime 
Reporters Association to give "off-the-record" briefings. ACPO also 
suggested a meeting with national editors but at no time during the missing 
person/murder investigation did Avon and Somerset give "off-the-record 
background briefings" to crime reporters or any other journalists. In fact we 
were criticised by the media for not doing this.

9. It became clear from a very early stage in this particular case that the 
intensity of media interest, the scale of the "media pack" and the high 
volume of "generalist" reporters would make any kind of "off-the-record 
background briefing" impossible. This was a live missing person 
investigation, then a murder investigation, where the identity of possible 
offenders was unknown. Therefore it did not bear comparison with the high 
profile Northumbria and Cumbria cases where we believe such briefings had 
been given.
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10. By day 4 of the missing person investigation (Thursday 24 December) media 
interest in the story was very high, Joanna Yeates' disappearance was the 
lead story on national broadcast media channels and rumour and media 
speculation was already rife. Over the Christmas and New Year holidays this 
became relentless with media calls around the clock chasing first edition 
leads and making bids in the early house for TV breakfast shows,

11.As the murder investigation progressed, we were subjected to constant 
speculative questioning by the media. Such were our concerns about the 
revelation of key lines of enquiry through a continuing process of elimination 
by the media, that we ceased to give a response to many speculative 
enquiries where we felt the integrity of the investigation and subsequent 
trial could be compromised. These enquiries were about the probability or 
otherwise of all aspects of the case ranging from specific evidence to 
implausible hypotheses.

12. On 11 January we issued the following statement in response to these issues 
and the press office ceased to take overnight media calls relating to the 
Joanna Yeates murder investigation between 9pm and 7.30am;

"While we ve ry  m uch appreciate  the a ssista n ce  o f  the m edia  in trying  to find  

w hoever is  resp o n sib le  for killing  Jo , so m e  lin e s  o f e n q u iry  are b e st se rv e d  

b y  being undertaken  aw ay from  the in ten se  sc ru tin y  o f  the m edia. When we 

do have  new  confirm ed facts and  when we b e lie ve  it is  right a n d  tim e ly  to do 

so, we will re lea se  them ".

In Paragraph 10 of his statement, Mr Wallace gives a number of specific 
examples "o f inform ation conta ined  in the D a ily  M irror a rtic les o f  31 

D e ce m b e r 2 0 1 0  a n d  1 Ja n u a ry  2011 that I  b e lie ve  from  m y  d iscu ss io n s with 

the C o n te n t D e sk  w ould have been so u rce d  from  the p o lice  during  the 

Joa n n a  Yeates inquiry". Clearly Mr Wallace is using the term "sourced" in 
the sense that the information was obtained other than through a 
completely open press release or at a press conference. I will deal with each 
of his examples in turn, demonstrating that they are either untrue or 
provided openly to the media at large;
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a )  The arrest o f Mr Jefferies on suspicion o f the murder o f Joanna 

Yeates on Thursday 30 December 2010 was itse lf announced In a 

statem ent from Avon and Somerset Police. The off-the-record  

guidance to reporters on the ground from the poiice was tha t it  was 

Mr Jefferies who had been arrested.

T h is  is n o t  t r u e .  A v o n  a n d  S o m e r s e t  P o lice  o p e r a t e  to  A C P O  g u id e l in e s  a n d  

d o  n o t  r e le a s e  t h e  n a m e  o f  d e t a i n e e s  p r io r  t o  c h a r g e .  T h e  m e d i a  a r e  fu l ly  

a w a r e  t h a t  a n y  c o n f i r m a t io n  o f  id e n t i f i c a t io n  w il l  b e  m a d e  o n ly  t h r o u g h  a 

f o r c e 's  p re s s  o f f ic e .  T h e  s u g g e s t io n s  o f  " o f f - t h e - r e c o r d  g u i d a n c e  to  

r e p o r t e r s  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  f r o m  t h e  p o l ic e "  is d is in g e n u o u s  a s  t h e  f o l lo w in g  

d e m o n s t r a t e s .

O n  3 0  D e c e m b e r  t h e  P ress  A s s o c ia t io n  c a l le d  t h e  p re s s  o f f ic e  to  a s k  f o r  a n  

o f f ic ia l  l in e  a b o u t  M r  J e f fe r ie s  b e in g  h e ld  "at Trinity Road Custody". S h e  h a d  

b e e n  to ld  b y  t h e  p o l ic e  s ta t io n  f r o n t  o f f ic e  t h a t  h e  w a s  t h e r e .

F u r t h e r  in v e s t ig a t io n  b y  t h e  p re s s  o f f ic e  c o n f i r m e d  t h a t  a f r o n t  o f f ic e  c le rk  

h a d  b e e n  a p p r o a c h e d  b y  a j o u r n a l i s t  f r o m  t h e  PA. A f t e r  t a k in g  a d v ic e  f r o m  

t h e  D u t y  I n s p e c t o r  s h e  m a d e  t h e  fo l lo w in g  c o m m e n t  to  t h e  jo u r n a l i s t :

"The message already out in the public domain  -  Sky News. I  can confirm  

Chris Jefferies is being held detained within Avon and Somerset 

Constabulary. However I  cannot confirm or deny he is a t this station".

T h is  s t a t e m e n t  w a s  w i t h d r a w n  i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l lo w in g  in t e r v e n t io n  f r o m  t h e  

C o r p o r a t e  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  t e a m  a n d  t h e  in c id e n t  d e a l t  w i t h  in t e r n a l ly .  T h e  

PA a n d  a i l  o t h e r  m e d i a  ( in c lu d in g  S k y  w h o  w e r e  r u n n in g  M r  J e f fe r ie s  n a m e  

b e f o r e  t h e  PA e n q u i r y  w a s  m a d e )  w e r e  a d v is e d  t h a t  w e  c o u ld  n o t  a n d  w o u ld  

n o t  c o n f i r m  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  6 5  y e a r  o ld  m a n ,  W e  a ls o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  a 

loca l r e p o r t e r  sa id  h e  o v e r h e a r d  a r a d io  c o n v e r s a t io n  o f  a  p o i ic e  o f f ic e r  on  

t h e  C a n y n g e  R o a d  c o rd o n ,  a l t h o u g h  th is  is n o t  v e r i f i e d .

T h e  S I O  w a s  v e r y  a w a r e  o f  t h e  m e d i a  i n t e r e s t  a n d  t o o k  c o n s id e r a b le  c a r e  to  

a v o id  t h e  m e d i a  h a v in g  a n y  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  w i t n e s s in g  a n y  p a r t  o f  t h e  a r r e s t  

p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  id e n t i fy in g  M r  J e f fe r ie s .  T h e  S I O  m a d e  a n  e n t r y  in h is  p o l ic y  

b o o k  o n  2 9  D e c e m b e r  w h ic h  r e a d s  "Christopher Jefferies will be arrested on 

suspicion o f the m urder o f Joanna Yeates tomorrow morning (30.12.10) 

during the hours o f darkness a t approximately 07:00 hours. DS (name) will
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oversee the arrest and search o f his fla t and seizure o f his two m otor cars. 

REASON Jefferies has today provided statements to the media which has 

appeared on roiling news and in newspaper websites. There is now 

significant media interest in him. The tim ing and logistics o f Jefferies arrest 

will ensure to the best o f our ability tha t the media are not in itia lly aware o f 

the arrest, are not provided with his name and cannot photograph/video him  

being taken away by officers. There are currently media vehicles parked 

outside 44 Canynge Road and I  anticipate them continuing to be active in 

situ tomorrow morning. Jefferies has the righ t to respect for his private and 

fam ily life his home and his correspondence under Article 8 HRA 1998. We 

do not release details o f suspects in crim inal investigations. Whilst a t this 

tim e he is only a suspect. I  also have in m ind tha t with regards any 

inform ation provided/given to the media could have an impact on the 

fairness o f any future trials".

A p a r t  f r o m  t h e  i n a d v e r t e n t  c o n f i r m a t i o n  o f  h is  n a m e ,  t h a t  p o l ic y  w a s  e n t i r e l y  

s u c c e s s fu l .

b )  The day before Mr Jefferies' arrest (29 December 2010) police 

sources briefed the media tha t Mr Jefferies had told neighbours tha t 

he had seen three people leave Ms Yeates' fla t including Ms Yeates 

herself on the n ight she disappeared. Mr Jefferies said he was 

parking his car outside the house when he saw three people. But Mr 

Jefferies la ter told the media and neighbours in impromptu comments 

before his arrest that in fact he had not seen Ms Yeates. I  believe 

the police fe lt there was an inconsistency in his story although Mr 

Jefferies had a different view. Mr Jefferies told Sky News on 29 

December: " It  is a serious distortion o f what I  said to the police and 

I  have no further comment to make as that, no doubt, w ill be 

distorted I  made some comment which was very, very, very much 

vaguer than that. Anything tha t I  have said to the police and I'm  not 

prepared to make any comments to the media".

T h is  s t a t e m e n t  is n o t  t r u e ,  T h e  p o l ic e  d id  n o t  b r ie f  t h e  m e d ia  a b o u t  

w h a t  M r  J e f fe r ie s  c la im e d  to  h a v e  s e e n .  I n  a D a i ly  M i r r o r  a r t i c l e  on  

3 0  D e c e m b e r ,  M i r r o r  r e p o r t e r s  R ic h a r d  S m i t h  a n d  R y a n  P a r ry  

r e p o r t e d  M r  J e f fe r ie s '  c la im s  o f  s e e in g  a " m y s t e r y  g r o u p "  in t h e  

c o m m u n a l  h a l lw a y  a r o u n d  9 p m .  Q u o t e s  f r o m  n e ig h b o u r s  to  w h o m  

M r  J e f fe r ie s  h ad  a p p a r e n t l y  s p o k e n  a b o u t  t h e  s ig h t in g  w e r e  in c lu d e d  

in t h e  M i r r o r  a r t ic le .
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I n  r e s p o n s e  to  a m e d i a  e n q u i r y  on  2 9  D e c e m b e r  a b o u t  t h e  r u m o u r s  

o f  a s ig h t in g  w e  c o n f i r m e d  t h a t  w e  h a d  s p o k e n  to  t h e  l a n d lo r d  b u t  

t h a t  th is  w a s  o n e  o f  m a n y  i in e s  o f  e n q u i r y .

c) In the article o f 31 December we reported that  "a source close to the 

police investigation" said tha t i t  was believed "Jo's" m urderer had 

tried to conceal her body". This information to the best o f m y  

knowledge came from one o f the off-the-record briefings referred to 
above.

T h is  s t a t e m e n t  is n o t  t r u e  so  f a r  as  I  a m  a w a r e .  T h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  

c ia im s  b y  t h e  m e d i a  o f  r e v e ia t io n  b y  " s o u r c e s  c io s e  to  t h e  p o l ic e  

in v e s t ig a t io n "  b u t  it w a s  n e v e r  m a d e  c ie a r  w h o  t h e s e  " s o u r c e s "  w e r e .  

As p r e v io u s ly  s t a t e d  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  o f f - t h e - r e c o r d  b r ie f in g s  a t  a n y  

t i m e  d u r in g  t h e  in v e s t ig a t io n .

d )  The facts that on 31 December police successfully applied to 

magistrates fo r a 72 hour extension to question Mr Jefferies fu rther 

and tha t he was released on police bail the following day, 1 January 

2011, would I  believe both have come from the police.

T h is  is c o r re c t .  A  s t a t e m e n t  w a s  re ie a s e d  to  t h e  m e d i a  o n  3 1  

D e c e m b e r  c o n f i r m in g  t h a t  t h e  p o i ic e  h a d  b e e n  g r a n t e d  m o r e  t i m e  to  

q u e s t io n  a 6 5  y e a r  o id  m a n .

e )  Where we report in the 31 December article tha t the police had not 

ruled out a link between the m urder o f Glenis Carruthers in 1974 and 

that o f Joanna Yeates, I  believe from m y discussions with the Content 

Desk tha t one o f our reporters asked the police about a possible link 

and our report was based on the response given.

T h is  is n o t  t r u e  a n d  it w a s  k n o w n  n o t  to  b e  t r u e  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  

p u b l ic a t io n ,  A  c lo se  f a m i l y  m e m b e r  o f  G le n is  C a r r u t h e r s  ( w h o s e  k i l le r  

h a s  n o t  b e e n  f o u n d )  w a s  c o n t a c t e d  d i r e c t ly  b y  a j o u r n a l i s t  ( w e  d o  n o t  

h a v e  t h e  n a m e )  on  t h e  e v e n i n g  o f  3 0  D e c e m b e r  a s k in g  a b o u t  f a m i l y  

c o n n e c t io n s  w i t h  C h r i s t o p h e r  J e f f e r ie s .  T h e  H e a d  o f  t h e  C o ld  C a s e  

T e a m  r e s p o n d e d  to  t h e  f a m i l y  m e m b e r  to  a p o lo g is e  f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

t h e  f a m i l y  m e m b e r  h a d  b e e n  c o n t a c t e d  a n d  e x p la in in g  t h a t  it  w a s  

p u r e ly  a f is h in g  e x p e d i t io n ,

8
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O n  t h e  s a m e  e v e n i n g  o f  3 0  D e c e m b e r  R y a n  P a r r y  s p o k e  t o  a p re s s  

o f f ic e r  to  a s k  if  t h e r e  w a s  a n y  l in k  b e t w e e n  t h e  Y e a t e s  m u r d e r  a n d  

t h e  m u r d e r  o f  G ie n is  C a r r u t h e r s  in 1 9 7 4 ,  O u r  m e d ia  log s t a t e s :

"CS stressed again tha t there is no link between this m urder and any 

other in the A5C area".

O n  3 1  D e c e m b e r  t h e  p re s s  o f f ic e  p r e p a r e d  t h e  fo l lo w in g  to  r e s p o n d  to  

a n y  f u r t h e r  q u e s t io n s  a b o u t  l in k s  t o  th is  o r  o t h e r  m u r d e r s  in t h e  A v o n  

a n d  S o m e r s e t  a r e a :

' W e  would like again to stress tha t there are no links between this 

m urder and any unsolved crime within Avon and Somerset".

f )  Inform ation regarding various theories being considered by 

detectives contained in the article dated 1 January 2011 would have I  

believe also come from the police.

T h e  a n a ly s is  o f  t h e o r i e s  a l l e g e d ly  b e in g  c o n s id e re d  b y  t h e  p o l ic e  d id  

n o t  c o m e  f r o m  A v o n  a n d  S o m e r s e t  Po lice .  I t  a p p e a r s  f r o m  t h e  1 

J a n u a r y  M i r r o r  a r t ic le  t h a t  P e t e r  K i r k h a m ,  a f o r m e r  " m u r d e r - s q u a d "  

D C I  w i t h  t h e  M e t r o p o l i t a n  P o lice  n o w  a c o n s u l t a n t  S I O  w a s  b r o u g h t  in 

b y  t h e  M i r r o r  to  g iv e  his v ie w ,  M r  K i r k h a m  h a d  no  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  

t h e  J o a n n a  Y e a t e s  i n v e s t ig a t i o n  n o r  a n y  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  m u r d e r  

in v e s t ig a t io n  t e a m .  In  t h e  la s t  y e a r ,  M r  K i r h a m  h a s  w r i t t e n  a n a ly s e s  

in t h e  M i r ro r  o f  a n u m b e r  o f  h ig h  p ro f i le  c a s e s  in c lu d in g  t h e  m u r d e r  

o f  J o a n n a  Y a te s ,  t h e  d is a p p e a r a n c e  o f  M a d e l e in e  M c C a n n  a n d  t r ia l  o f  

A m a n d a  K n o x  in I t a l y  a n d  on  2 7  F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 2  h e  c o m m e n t e d  on  

B B C  ra d io  on  t h e  e v i d e n c e  o f  a s e n io r  M e t r o p o l i t a n  p o l ic e  o f f ic e r  to  

th is  I n q u i r y .

1 3 .  In  P a r a g r a p h  11  o f  his s t a t e m e n t  M r  W a l la c e  s a y s  "the police also give more 

general guidance' to the press. When Mr Jefferies was arrested on 30 

December the Content Desk inform ed me that (off-the-record) the police 

were saying that they were confident Mr Jefferies was the ir man. I t  is not 

uncommon for the police to give such an indication. I  believe tha t our 

coverage o f this news story should be viewed against tha t background".
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A s  p r e v io u s ly  s t a t e d  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  " o f f - t h e - r e c o r d "  b r ie f in g s  d u r in g  t h e  

in v e s t ig a t io n .  A t  no s t a g e  d id  w e  g iv e  a n y  in d ic a t io n s  o r  vie\A/s o f  t h e  s t a t u s  

o f  M r  J e f fe r ie s  in t h e  o n g o in g  i n v e s t ig a t io n .  W e  d o  n o t  a c c e p t  t h a t  it  is 

c o m m o n  f o r  th is  fo rc e  to  g iv e  t h e  s o r t  o f  in d ic a t io n  M r  W a l la c e  a l le g e s .  I t  

\A/ould b e  g ro s s ly  im p r o p e r .

B e f o r e  a d d r e s s in g  t h e  i s s u e s / m a t t e r s  ra is e d  b y  t h e  I n q u i r y  I  w o u ld  j u s t  l ike  

to  m e n t i o n  t h e  i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  in th is  c a s e .  F o l lo w in g  

t h e  a r r e s t  o f  M r  J e f fe r ie s  a n d  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  m e d i a  r e p o r t s  t h e  A t t o r n e y  

G e n e r a l  m a d e  c o m m e n t s  on  t h e  r a d io  o n  3 0  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 0  a b o u t  t h e  

n a t u r e  o f  t h e  r e p o r t in g .  U n b e k n o w n  t o  us h e  iss u e d  a M e d ia  A d v is o r y  N o t e  

on  1 J a n u a r y .  T h e  p o l ic e  w e r e  n o t  n o t i f ie d  a n d  w e  b e c a m e  a w a r e  o f  its  

e x i s t e n c e  o n  t h e  e v e n i n g  o f  2  J a n u a r y  b y  c h a n c e  d u r in g  a d is c u s s io n  w i t h  

t h e  C r o w n  P r o s e c u t io n  S e r v i c e .  T h e y  h a d  b e e n  i n f o r m e d  w h e n  t h e  A d v is o r y  

N o t e  w a s  is s u e d .  W e  s u b s e q u e n t ly  c o n t a c t e d  a n d  m a in t a i n e d  c o n t a c t  w i t h  

t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l 's  o f f ic e  a t  i n t e r v a ls  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  in v e s t ig a t io n  

p a s s in g  on  o u r  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  m e d i a  r e p o r t s .  O n c e  w e  w e r e  a w a r e  o f  it  w e  

d r e w  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  p re s s  to  t h e  e x is t e n c e  o f  t h e  A d v is o r y  N o t e  a t  

a p p r o p r ia t e  o p p o r t u n i t ie s .

I  n o w  t u r n  to  N o t ic e  u n d e r  S e c t io n  2 1 ( 2 )  o f  t h e  I n q u i r i e s  A c t  2 0 0 5  d a t e d  2  

F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 2  ( " T h e  N o t ic e " )  w h ic h  id e n t i f ie s  6 9  m a t t e r s  o r  is s u e s  u p o n  

w h ic h  I  a m  r e q u i r e d  t o  a d d r e s s .

1 4 .  F o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  c o n v e n i e n c e ,  I  p r o p o s e  to  s e t  o u t  t h e  m a t t e r s  o r  is s u e s  

l is te d  in t h e  N o t ic e  u s in g  t h e  n u m b e r i n g  f r o m  t h e  N o t ic e  a n d  t o  s e t  o u t  m y  

r e s p o n s e  a f t e r  e a c h  o n e .  W h e r e  t h e y  e x is t ,  t h e  d o c u m e n t s  I  h a v e  b e e n  

a s k e d  to  p r o v id e  to  t h e  I n q u i r y  a r e  b e in g  s e n t  s e p a r a t e l y .

1 5 .  W h e r e  t h e  fa c ts  s e t  o u t  in m y  r e s p o n s e s  a r e  w i t h in  m y  d i r e c t  k n o w l e d g e  

t h e y  a r e  t r u e .  W h e r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  is p r o v id e d  b u t  s u p p l ie d  to  m e  b y  o t h e r s  

t h a t  in f o r m a t io n  is t r u e  to  t h e  b e s t  o f  m y  k n o w l e d g e ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  b e l ie f .  

W h e r e  I  h a v e  b e e n  a s k e d  to  e x p r e s s  a v ie w  o r  o p in io n ,  t h e y  a r e  m i n e  a n d  

g e n u i n e l y  h e ld .
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(1) Who you are and a brief summary of your career

Response: I  a m  t h e  C h ie f  C o n s t a b le  o f  A v o n  a n d  S o m e r s e t  Po lice .  

M y  c a r e e r  in t h e  p o l ic e  s e r v ic e  b e g a n  in 1 9 7 4  in t h e  G r e a t e r  

M a n c h e s t e r  P o lice .  I  w a s  p r o m o t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  r a n k s  t o  C h ie f  

I n s p e c t o r  w i th  a  s t r o n g  e m p h a s i s  on  c r im in a l  in v e s t ig a t io n  w o r k .

In  1 9 8 9  I  j o i n e d  t h e  W a r w i c k s h i r e  C o n s t a b u la r y  o n  p r o m o t io n  to  

D e t e c t i v e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  a n d  t o o k  c h a r g e  o f  C r im e  O p e r a t io n s .  I  

w a s  p r o m o t e d  t o  D e t e c t i v e  C h ie f  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  a n d  a p p o i n t e d  H e a d  

o f  C I D  in  1 9 9 1 .

In  1 9 9 4  I  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  a s  t h e  I n v e s t ig a t i o n s  C o - o r d i n a t o r  to  t h e  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C r im in a l  T r ib u n a l  f o r  t h e  f o r m e r  Y u g o s la v ia .  I n  th is  

c a p a c i t y  I  led  a l a r g e  m u l t i - d i s c i p l i n a r y / m u l t i - l i n g u a l / m u l t i - c u l t u r a l  

t e a m  o p e r a t i n g  in d i f fe r in g  g e o g r a p h ic a l  lo c a t io n s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

f o r m e r  Y u g o s la v ia  a n d  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s .

In  1 9 9 5 / 9 6  I  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  D i r e c t o r  o f  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  to  t h e  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C r im in a l  T r i b u n a l  in R w a n d a  w h ic h  in v o lv e d  le a d in g  a n d  

d e v e lo p in g  a n  i n v e s t ig a t i v e /p r o s e c u t i o n  t e a m  f o r  t h e  T r i b u n a l .

I  r e t u r n e d  to  W a r w i c k s h i r e  in 1 9 9 6  to  e s ta b l is h  a n e w  o r g a n is a t io n a l  

d e v e l o p m e n t  d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  l a t e r  as  A c t in g  A s s is t a n t  C h ie f  

C o n s t a b le  I  h a d  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  f o r  le a d in g  a n d  c o - o r d in a t i n g  

O p e r a t i o n a l  P o lic in g .  L a t e r  t h a t  y e a r ,  I  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  a s  th e  

A s s is ta n t  C h ie f  C o n s t a b le  a n d  h e a d  o f  t h e  S o u t h  E a s t  R e g io n a l  C r im e  

S q u a d  ( S E R C S ) .  T h is  w a s  a n  o r g a n is a t io n  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  7 0 0  

p e o p le  i n v e s t ig a t in g  t h e  to p  e c h e lo n  o f  c r im i n a l i t y  w h o  w e r e  

e n g a g e d  in s u c h  a c t iv i t ie s  a s  c o n t r a c t  k i l l in g s ,  a r m e d  r o b b e r y ,  g u n  

r u n n in g ,  p e o p le  s m u g g l i n g  a n d  d r u g  d is t r ib u t io n .

I  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  t h e  D e p u t y  C h ie f  C o n s t a b le  o f  N o r f o lk  in J u n e  1 9 9 8 .  

I n  A p r i l  1 9 9 9  I  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  t h e  " O f f ic e r  in o v e r a l l  c o m m a n d "  o f  th e  

R o s e m a r y  N e ls o n  m u r d e r  in v e s t ig a t io n  in N o r t h e r n  I r e l a n d .  T h is  w a s  

t h e  f i rs t  ( a n d  t o  d a t e  t h e  o n ly )  t i m e  t h a t  a p o l ic e  o f f ic e r  f r o m  E n g la n d  

h a s  h e a d e d  a l iv e  c r im in a l  in v e s t ig a t io n  in N o r t h e r n  I r e l a n d .
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I  le f t  t h a t  i n v e s t ig a t io n  o f f ic ia i ly  in 2 0 0 2  a n d  r e t u r n e d  to  m y  d u t ie s  in 

N o r f o ik .  I  b e c a m e  A c t in g  C h ie f  C o n s t a b le  o f  N o r f o lk  a n d  w a s  

a p p o i n t e d  t o  m y  p r e s e n t  p o s it io n  o n  2 7 . 1 . 0 5 ,

I  a m  c u r r e n t ly  t h e  A C P O  le a d  f o r  in t e r n a t i o n a !  p o l ic in g .

(2) What were your first impressions upon taking office as Chief 
Constable of Avon and Somerset Constabulary about the 
culture of relations with the media which you had inherited?

Response: I  re c a l l  t h a t  w h e n  I  w a s  in t e r v i e w e d  f o r  t h e  p o s it io n  o f  

C h i e f  C o n s t a b le  o f  A v o n  a n d  S o m e r s e t ,  I  w a s  q u e s t io n e d  a b o u t  m y  

a t t i t u d e  to  t h e  m e d i a .  I t  a p p e a r e d  to  m e  u p o n  r e s e a r c h in g  t h e  issue  

a n d  u p o n  t a k in g  u p  m y  p o s t  t h a t  f o r  w h a t e v e r  r e a s o n  t h e  r e la t io n s h ip  

w i t h  t h e  m e d i a  w a s  n o t  e n t i r e l y  s a t is f a c t o r y  f r o m  t h e  p o in t  o f  v i e w  o f  

e i t h e r  t h e  p o l ic e  o r  t h e  m e d i a .  T h e  p o l ic y  a t  t h e  t i m e  a p p e a r e d  t o  m e  

t o  b e  d e f e n s i v e .  T h e  m e d ia  c le a r ly  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  C h i e f  C o n s t a b le  d id  

n o t  l ike  t h e  m e d i a  a n d  d id  n o t  w a n t  t o  e n g a g e  in a n y  w a y ,  s h a p e  o r  

f o r m .  I  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  c u l t u r e  w a s  g e n e r a l l y  o n e  o f  s u s p ic io n  a n d  

m i s t r u s t  b o th  o f  t h e  n a t io n a l  a n d  local m e d i a .  C le a r ly  t h e r e  w a s  

f r ic t io n  a s  e v id e n c e d  b y  a n  a r t ic le  in t h e  W e s t e r n  D a i l y  P ress  f o r  1 8  

J u n e  2 0 0 4 .  A  c o p y  w il l  b e  p r o v id e d  t o  t h e  I n q u i r y  b u t  in s u m m a r y  

t h e  n e w s p a p e r  h a d  c r it ic is e d  t h e  C h i e f  C o n s t a b le  fo l lo w in g  p u b l ic a t io n  

o f  p o o r  p e r f o r m a n c e  f ig u r e s .  H e  r e s p o n d e d  t h r o u g h  s o l ic i to rs  

d e m a n d i n g  a f r o n t  p a g e  a p o lo g y  w i t h  h is  p ic tu r e  b u t  in s te a d  his  

p ic t u r e  w a s  p u b l is h e d  o n  t h e  f r o n t  p a g e  a s  p a r t  o f  a n  a r t ic le  

h e a d l in e d  " W e  will  n o t  b e  g a g g e d " .

I  w a s  r e c e n t ly  a s k e d  in a n  i n t e r n a i  w e b c h a t  h o w  I  w o u ld  d e s c r ib e  t h e  

C o n s t a b u la r y 's  r e la t io n s  w i t h  t h e  p re s s  a t  t h is  t i m e .  M y  r e s p o n s e  

w a s  t h a t  " g e n e r a l l y  I  f e l t  t h e y  w e r e  p r e t t y  g o o d .  W e  w il l  h a v e  o u r  

m o m e n t s  b u t  t h e  m e d i a  a g e n d a  wil l  s o m e t i m e s  b e  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  

o u r s .  I  t h in k  w e  s h o u ld  be a s  o p e n  a s  p o s s ib le  a n d  y e s  t h e y  m a y  

e x p o s e  e m b a r r a s s i n g  s i t u a t io n s  b u t  I  d o  b e l ie v e  t h a t  a f r e e  p re s s  is 

i m p o r t a n t  to  a n y  d e m o c r a c y  b u t  so  is a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  a n d  t r u t h  in 

r e p o r t in g " .
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(3) Describe the personal contact which you currently have with 

the local and national media. The Inquiry would like an 

overall picture of the type, frequency, duration and content of 

your contact with the media

Response: I d o  n o t  h a v e  r e g u l a r  o r  in d e e d  f r e q u e n t  c o n t a c t  w i th  

t h e  m e d i a .  I t  t e n d s  to  b e  iss u e  b a s e d  s u r r o u n d in g  p a r t i c u la r  e v e n t s  

w h e r e  it  is n e c e s s a r y  f o r  m e  a s  t h e  C h i e f  C o n s t a b le  to  s h o w  a 

l e a d e r s h i p  ro le .  I  e x p e c t  o t h e r  c h i e f  o f f ic e rs  a n d  in d e e d  all  r a n k s  to  

e n g a g e  w i t h  t h e  m e d i a  a n d  c o m m e n t  w h e r e  it is a p p r o p r ia t e  a n d  

w h e r e  t h e y  a r e  c o m p e t e n t  to  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  iss u e s .

O n  a  loca l b a s is  t h e  local B r is to l  n e w s p a p e r  h o s ts  t h e  G o ld  S t a r  

A w a r d s  w h ic h  a r e  f o r  local h e r o e s  w h ic h  I  a t t e n d  e v e r y  y e a r  a n d  t h e y  

a t t e n d  o u r  C o m m u n i t y  Po lic ing  A w a r d s  w h ic h  is j o i n t l y  o r g a n is e d  w i th  

t h e  P o lice  A u t h o r i t y .  T h e  E d i t o r  o f  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  is on  t h e  p a n e l  o f  

j u d g e s  a s  a m  I ,  t h e  s p o n s o r s  a n d  t w o  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  Police  

A u t h o r i t y .

I  a ls o  m e e t  w i t h  t h e  m e d i a  a t  a n  e v e n t  w h ic h  t a k e s  p la c e  t w ic e  a  

y e a r  b e t w e e n  5 . 3 0  -  8 . 0 0  c a l le d  " M e e t  t h e  M e d ia " ,  I t  is h e ld  in a  

p r i v a t e  r o o m  in a  r e s t a u r a n t  w h e r e  t h e  c h a i r  o f  t h e  Po lice  A u t h o r i t y ,  

c h i e f  o f f ic e rs ,  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C o r p o r a t e  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  T e a m  a n d  

m y s e l f  m e e t  w i th  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  loca l n e w s p a p e r s ,  n a t io n a l  

n e w s p a p e r s ,  local m e d i a ,  c o m m u n i t y  m e d i a  a n d  n a t io n a l  m e d i a .  T h is  

is a  v e r y  in f o r m a l  g a t h e r i n g  p r o v id in g  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  g e t  to  k n o w  

e a c h  o t h e r  b e t t e r  a n d  f o r  g r i e v a n c e s  o r  c o n c e r n s  o f  a  g e n e r a l  k in d  to  

b e  a i r e d  in a n  in f o r m a l  s e t t in g .  T h e r e  is no  a g e n d a  a n d  s p e c i f ic  c a s e s  

a r e  n o t  d is c u s s e d .  I  c o n s id e r  t h is  to  b e  a  p o s i t iv e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  

o u r  o p e n n e s s  a n d  t r a n s p a r e n c y .

W i t h i n  t h e  o r g a n is a t io n  m e d ia  b r e a k f a s t s  a r e  j o i n t l y  h o s te d  b y  t h e  

D i r e c t o r  o f  C o r p o r a t e  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a n d  D e p u t y  C h ie f  C o n s t a b le .  

T h e s e  t a k e  p la c e  t w ic e  a  y e a r  a t  m e d i a  lo c a t io n s  a n d  a t  P o iice  H Q ,  I  

h a v e  o n ly  a t t e n d e d  o n e  o f  t h e s e  a n d  t h a t  w a s  t o  in f o r m  t h e  m e d ia  

t h a t  w e  w e r e  b e in g  p u r s u e d  b y  t h e  C o m m is s io n  f o r  R acia l  

E q u a l i t y / E q u a !  O p p o r t u n i t ie s  C o m m is s i o n  f o r  a l l e g e d  p o s i t iv e  

d is c r im in a t io n .  T h is  w a s  c o n s id e r e d  t o  b e  a n  id e a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  g iv e n  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  ail  m e d i a  w a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  fo r  m e  to
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m a k e  a s t a t e m e n t  f r o m  t h e  C o n s t a b u la r y  r a t h e r  t h a n  h e a r in g  f r o m  

a n y  o t h e r  b o d y .

I  p a r t i c i p a t e  f r o m  t i m e  to  t i m e  in  local r a d io  p h o n e  in p r o g r a m m e s  

a n d  in o n l in e  w e b c h a t s .  T h e  la t e s t  o f  t h e s e  r a d io  p r o g r a m m e s  w a s  

o n  2 7  F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 2  w h e r e  I  w a s  a s k e d  a b o u t  a n u m b e r  o f  iss u e s  

in c lu d in g  p o l ice  le a k s .

I n  m y  le a d  fo r  A C P O  o n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p o l ic in g ,  I  h a v e  i n f r e q u e n t  

c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  m e d ia .

I n  s u m m a r y  m y  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  m e d i a  is i n t e r m i t t e n t  a n d  m o s t ly  

is s u e  d r iv e n .  A p a r t  f r o m  t h e  v e r y  l i t t le  i n v o l v e m e n t  o n  a r e g u l a r  

b a s is  a s  d e s c r ib e d  a b o v e ,  t h e r e  is no  p a t t e r n  o f  f r e q u e n c y  d u r a t i o n  o r  

c o n t e n t  to  m y  d e a l in g s  w i t h  t h e  m e d i a .

(4) Describe what you are seeking to gain for Avon and Somerset 
Constabulary through your personal contact with the media?

Response: I  w a n t  t h e  m e d i a  t o  h e lp  us to  p r e v e n t  a n d  d e t e c t  c r im e .

I  a ls o  w a n t  t h e  p u b l ic  to  u n d e r s t a n d  p o l ic in g  n o t  j u s t  in r e la t io n  to  

h ig h  p ro f i le  s e r io u s  c r im e  b u t  on  a  c o m m u n i t y  le v e l .  As a l e a d e r ,  I  

a m  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  in t h e  a r e a  a n d  to  b e  h e ld  to  

a c c o u n t  fo r  w h a t  I  a n d  m y  s t a f f  d o .  I  e x p e c t  p a r t  o f  t h a t

a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  p ro c e s s  to  in v o lv e  t h e  m e d i a .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  

g iv e n  t h e  p r o p e n s i t y  o f  t h e  s o m e  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  p re s s  to  p u b l is h  

n e g a t i v e  i t e m s  a b o u t  p o l ic in g  w h ic h  p o s s ib ly  ie a d  t h e  p u b l ic  to  

m i s t r u s t  p o l ice .  I  t h i n k  it  is i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  j o u r n a l i s t s  h e a r  t h e  o t h e r  

s id e  o f  t h e  s t o r y  b o th  o n  a f o r m a l  a n d  in f o r m a l  bas is .  I  h o p e  w e  c a n  

d e m o n s t r a t e  t r a n s p a r e n c y  o f  t h e  p o l ic e  s e r v ic e  a n d  t h a t  fo r  t h e  m o s t  

p a r t  is m a d e  up  o f  g o o d  p e o p le  w h o  c a r e  p a s s io n a t e ly  a b o u t  p u b l ic  

s e r v ic e .  I t  is a ls o  a b o u t  t h e  w a y  t h e  p u b l ic  Id e n t i f y  t h a t  w h e n  t h in g s  

g o  w r o n g  t h e n  le a d e r s  o f  t h e  p o l ic e  s e r v ic e  s t a n d  u p  a n d  a r e  

c o u n t e d .
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S in c e  t h e  c u l t u r e  o f  th is  f o rc e  is r e le v a n t  to  th is  a n d  a n u m b e r  o f  

is s u e s  t h a t  I  s h a l l  a d d r e s s  in e v i d e n c e ,  it is p r o b a b ly  c o n v e n i e n t  fo r  

m e  to  e x p la in  a t  th is  p o in t  w h a t  w e  a r e  t r y in g  to  d o  b y  w a y  o f  

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  o u r  o f f ic e rs  a n d  s t a f f .  W e  h a v e  a  m is s io n  to  m a k e  

t h e  c o m m u n i t ie s  o f  A v o n  a n d  S o m e r s e t  fe e l  s a fe  a n d  b e  s a f e .  W e  

h a v e  a  v is io n  t h a t  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  A v o n  a n d  S o m e r s e t  h a v e  t h e  

h ig h e s t  c o n f id e n c e  in o u r  d e l i v e r y  o f  p o l ic in g  a n d  w e  h a v e  o u r  v a lu e s .  

P u b l ic  f i rs t ,  q u a l i t y  c o u n t s ,  t o d a y 's  b u s in e s s  t o d a y ,  a n d  f r i e n d ly ,  

p ro fe s s io n a l  a n d  i n t e r e s t e d .  T h e  m e d i a  h a s  a  ro le  to  p la y  in h e lp in g  

to  d e l i v e r  o u r  m is s io n  a n d  p r o v id e  r e a s s u r a n c e  t o  t h e  p u b l ic .

I  e x p e c t  c h ie f  o f f ic e rs  a n d  d is t r i c t  a n d  d e p a r t m e n t a l  h e a d s  s h o u ld  

h a v e  a r e la t io n s h ip  w i t h  t h e  m e d i a  f o r  t h e  s a m e  re a s o n s  as  m y s e l f .  

W e  h a v e  fa c i l i t ie s  in loca l n e w s p a p e r s  fo r  r e g u l a r  c o lu m n s  f o r  loca l  

o f f ic e rs  to  c o m m e n t  o n  w h a t  t h a t  in d iv id u a l  is d o in g .  F o r  e x a m p l e  if  

t h e r e  w a s  a  s e r ie s  o f  b u r g l a r ie s ,  I  w a n t  t h e m  o u t  a n d  t a l k i n g  a n d  

w r i t in g  a b o u t  it,  fo r  p e o p l e  to  b e  a w a r e .

I  r e c o g n is e  t h a t  t h e  m e d i a  a r e  c o m p e t i n g  in a c o m m e r c i a l  w o r ld .  

T h e r e  a r e  p re s s u re s  to  g e t  t h e  s t o r y .  T h e  r e la t io n s h ip  h a s  to  b e  

c o n s id e r e d  in t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  f o r m s  o f  c o m m u n i c a t io n  t h a t  e x is t  

t o d a y .  W e  h a v e  n o w  g o t  t h e  i n t e r n e t ,  local n e i g h b o u r h o o d  w a t c h ,  

loca l n e w s le t t e r s .  W e  h a v e  n a t io n a l  n e w s p a p e r s ,  local n e w s p a p e r s ,  

n a t io n a l  T V ,  local T V ,  c o m m u n i t y  m e d i a ,  local r a d io  a n d  n a t io n a l  

ra d io .  W e  h a v e  2 4  h o u r  S a t e l l i t e  T V .  T h e r e  is a  m a s s iv e  in c r e a s e  in 

t h e  u se  o f  so c ia l  n e t w o r k s  s u c h  as  F a c e b o o k  a n d  T w i t t e r .  T h is  is all 

v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  w h e n  I  w a s  a D I  2 0  y e a r s  a g o .  T h e n  t h e  loca l  

r e p o r t e r  w o u ld  c o m e  t o  t h e  p o l ic e  s t a t io n  a n d  g o  t h r o u g h  t h e  c r im e  

re g is te r .

(5) Describe in general terms and using illustrative examples 

what you consider the local and national media has been 
seeking from you in your personal dealings with them during 

your time as Chief Constable of Avon and Somerset 

Constabulary

Response: P u t  v e r y  s h o r t l y ,  t h e  m e d i a  id e a l ly  w o u ld  l ike  e x c lu s iv e  

a c c e s s  a n d  e x c lu s iv e  s t o r ie s .  O n  a p e r s o n a l  le v e l ,  t h e  m e d i a  w a n t  to
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k n o w  m e  as  a l e a d e r ,  h o w  I  w o r k  as  a n  in d iv id u a l  a b o u t  m y  

p e r s o n a l i t y  a n d  w h a t  m a k e s  m e  t ic k  a l t h o u g h  I  n e v e r  d is c u s s  m y  

f a m i ly .  T h e y  w a n t  a n  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  t h e  o r g a n is a t i o n / s e r v i c e  a n d  

w h e r e  it  is g o in g  -  w h a t  t h e  v ie w s  o f  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  s e r v ic e  a r e .  

T h e y  w a n t  m y  o p in io n  a b o u t  h o w  t h e  o r g a n is a t io n  is p e r f o r m in g .  

W h e n  w e  g iv e  p e r f o r m a n c e  f ig u r e s  t h e y  w a n t  c o m m e n t  f r o m  m e .  

T h e y  w a n t  to  k n o w  f r o m  m e  a b o u t  b u d g e t s  a n d  a b o u t  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  

G o v e r n m e n t  c u ts .  I  h a v e  a v i e w  o n  all o f  t h e s e  is s u e s ,  s o m e  o f  

w h ic h  I  w il i  a r t i c u l a t e  s o m e  o f  w h i c h  I  wil l  n o t .

T h e y  w a n t  r e a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  p o l ic e  le a d e r s  a r e  a w a r e  o f  t h e  r e a l  w o r ld  

a n d  do  n o t  s it  in iv o ry  t o w e r s .  I n  a r e la t i v e ly  s m a l l  c o m m u n i t y  o f  

S o u t h  W e s t  j o u r n a l i s t s ,  I  a c k n o w l e d g e  t h e r e  w il l  b e  r e la t io n s  w i th  

p o l ice  o f f ic e rs  a n d  p r o v id e d  t h o s e  r e la t io n s h ip s  a r e  p r o f e s s io n a l ,  I  

e n c o u r a g e  t h e m .

T h e y  a ls o  s e e k  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  to  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  ro le  t h e  m e d ia  

h a v e  in i n v e s t ig a t i o n s  o r  in v e s t ig a t io n  in to  p u b l ic  b o d ie s ,  ie M Ps  

e x p e n s e s ,  p o l ic e  fo r c e s ,  h a c k in g  a n d  t h a t  c a n  s o m e t i m e s  g iv e  r ise  to  

t e n s io n s .

T h e y  w a n t  a n  o p e n  r e la t io n s h ip .  T h e y  w a n t  a r e la t io n s h ip  w h e r e  i f  

th in g s  g o  w r o n g  t h e y  h a v e  t h e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  s p e a k in g  to  m e  d i r e c t  as  

H e a d  o f  t h e  o r g a n is a t i o n .  T w o  e x a m p l e s  o f  w h a t  I  h a v e  in m in d  

a r o s e  d u r in g  t h e  J o a n n a  Y e a t e s  in v e s t ig a t io n ,  T h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  

B ris to l  E v e n in g  P o s t  c o n t a c t e d  m e  a s  h e  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  w e  h a d  d e n ie d  

his n e w s p a p e r  c e r t a in  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  t h e n  it  b e in g  g iv e n  to  n a t io n a l  

n e w s p a p e r s .  I  c o m p l e t e l y  u n d e r s t o o d  h is  p o in t  b u t  s o u g h t  to  a s s u r e  

h im  t h a t  w e  h a d  n o t  g iv e n  a n y t h i n g  to  t h e  n a t io n a l  m e d i a  t h a t  h a d  

n o t  b e e n  g iv e n  to  h im .

O n  t h e  q u e s t io n  o f  t h e  a l l e g e d  le a k s  t h a t  I  h a v e  d e a l t  w i t h  in th is  

s t a t e m e n t  t h e r e  w e r e  no d e l ib e r a t e  le a k s  a n d  a n y  l e a k s  w e r e  

u n in t e n t io n a l .  I  s u b s e q u e n t ly  h a d  a  m e e t in g  w i t h  t h e  r e g io n a l  H e a d  

o f  B B C ,  r e g io n a l  H e a d  o f  I T V  a n d  t h e  E d i to r  o f  t h e  B r is to l  E v e n in g  

P o st a n d  t a l k e d  t h e m  t h r o u g h  t h e  iss ue s  a n d  s o u g h t  to  r e a s s u r e  

t h e m  t h a t  w e  w e r e  n o t  l e a k in g  i n f o r m a t io n .  I  k n o w  t h e y  a p p r e c i a t e d  

t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  h e a r  d i r e c t ly  f r o m  m e  o n  t h e s e  i m p o r t a n t  m a t t e r s .
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(6) Have you ever had "off the record" conversations with the 

media? If so please explain why and give examples

Response; Y e s .  W h i l s t  it h a s  n o t  b y  a n y  m e a n s  b e e n  a  f r e q u e n t  

e v e n t ,  d u r in g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  m y  c a r e e r  in t h e  p o l ic e  s e r v ic e  I  h a d  h a d  

" o f f  t h e  r e c o r d "  c o n v e r s a t io n s  w i t h  t h e  m e d ia  in a v a r i e t y  o f  d i f f e r e n t  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w h e n  I  j u d g e d  it  to  b e  in t h e  p u b l ic  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  I  

s h o u ld  d o  so . I t  is, h o w e v e r ,  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  I  s h o u ld  e x p la in  w h a t  I  

u n d e r s t a n d  b y  t h e  t e r m  " o f f  t h e  re c o rd " .  T o  m e  " o f f  t h e  re c o r d "  is 

i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  a n  o p in io n  h e ld  b y  m e  w h ic h  is c o m m u n i c a t e d  o n  t h e  

b as is  t h a t  it c a n n o t  b e  u s e d  o r  b e c o m e  a t t r i b u t a b l e .

By w a y  o f  e x a m p l e ,  w h e n  I  w a s  in S E R C s  w e  w e r e  c o n d u c t in g  a n  

u n d e r c o v e r  o p e r a t i o n  a b r o a d .  T h e  N e w s  o f  t h e  W o r ld  s e n t  a n  

u n d e r c o v e r  r e p o r t e r  in to  t h e  a r e a  w h ic h  c o u ld  h a v e  j e o p a r d is e d  t h e  

w h o l e  o p e r a t i o n  a n d  p u t  p e o p le 's  l iv es  a t  r isk .  I  w e n t  to  s e e  t h e  

e d i t o r  a t  t h e  t i m e  a n d  h a d  a n  " o f f  t h e  r e c o rd "  c o n v e r s a t io n  w i t h  h im  

a lo n g  t h e  l in e s  " . . .w e  k n o w  y o u  h a v e  a n  u n d e r c o v e r  r e p o r t e r  in th is  

a r e a ,  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  im p l ic a t io n s ,  I  w o u ld  l ik e  y o u  to  w i t h d r a w .  Y o u  

will  d o  w h a t  y o u  w a n t  b u t  th is  is h o w  I  s e e  t h e  s i t u a t io n " .  I f  t h e  

e d i t o r  h a d  w a n t e d  t o  h e  c o u ld  h a v e  p u b l is h e d  t h e  s t o r y  b u t  h e  d id  

n o t .  I  b e l ie v e  t h a t  m y  a p p r o a c h  s u c c e s s fu l ly  a v o i d e d  a  p o t e n t ia l l y  

d a n g e r o u s  s i t u a t io n .

I  f i r m l y  b e l ie v e  t h e r e  is a t i m e  f o r  s u c h  c o n v e r s a t io n s .

W h e n  I  w a s  in  I r e l a n d ,  I  h a d  f i rs t  h a d  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  p o l ic in g  a n d  t h e  

m e d i a  a t t i t u d e  to  t h e  p o l ic e ,  in a d iv id e d  c o m m u n i t y .  A  s e c t io n  o f  t h e  

m e d i a  d id  n o t  w a n t  t o  h e a r  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  m y  i n v e s t ig a t io n  b u t  I  

n e e d e d  to  g e t  m y  s t o r y  in to  t h e  m e d i a  fo r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  

i n v e s t ig a t io n .  I  q u ic k ly  le a rn e d  t h a t  if  I  w a n t e d  t h e m  to  be  

s u p p o r t i v e  o r  a t  l e a s t  n e u t r a l ,  o f  m e  a n d  t h e  ro le  I  w a s  p la y in g  t h e r e  

t h e n  I  h a d  to  h a v e  o f f  t h e  re c o rd  c o n v e r s a t io n s  to  g iv e  t h e m  

b a c k g r o u n d ,  By w a y  o f  e x a m p l e ,  I  w a s  c o n t a c t e d  b y  a j o u r n a l i s t  a n d  

a s k e d  f o r  a n  o f f  t h e  re c o rd  c o m m e n t  r e g a r d in g  a n  a l le g e d  

r e la t io n s h ip  b e t w e e n  a s o l ic i to r  a n d  a  c l ie n t  a n d  to  c o n f i r m  t h e y  h ad  

b e e n  o n  h o l id a y  t o g e t h e r  a n d  to  c o n f i r m  t h e  m a k e u p  o f  a n  e x p lo s iv e  

d e v ic e .  I  m a d e  i t  c le a r  t h a t  I  w o u ld  n o t  c o m m e n t  o n  o r  o f f  t h e  re c o rd  

r e g a r d in g  t h e  e x p l o s i v e  d e v ic e  b u t  I  a ls o  m a d e  it  c le a r  t h a t  t h e
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r e la t io n s h ip  b e t w e e n  t h e  s o l ic i to r  a n d  t h e  c l ie n t  w a s  e n t i r e l y  

p r o fe s s io n a l  a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  h ad  b e e n  n o  a l l e g a t i o n  o f  t h e m  g o in g  on  

h o l id a y  t o g e t h e r .  A n  a r t ic le  w a s  p r in t e d  t h a t  d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  e x p lo s iv e  

d e v ic e  b u t  m a d e  n o  m e n t i o n  o f  t h e  a l l e g e d  r e la t io n s h ip .

A n o t h e r  e x a m p l e  o f  b e in g  a b le  to  s e t  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  a  p a r t i c u la r  

i n v e s t ig a t io n  a r o s e  w h e r e  p e o p le  h a v e  m a d e  a c o m p l e t e ly  w r o n g  

a s s u m p t i o n .  I  d e a l t  w i t h  a c a r  b o m b i n g  a n d  t h e  m e d i a  w e r e  s t a r t in g  

to  t a l k  a b o u t  a n i m a l  r ig h ts  a c t iv is ts  a s  b e in g  r e s p o n s ib le .  I t  w a s  

a c t u a l ly  a p e r s o n a l  v e n d e t t a  a g a i n s t  o n e  in d iv id u a l  f r o m  a n o t h e r  a n d  

h a d  n o t h in g  to  do  w i t h  d o m e s t i c  e x t r e m i s m  o r  a n i m a i  r ig h ts .  I  w a s  

a b le  to  s e t  t h e  r e c o r d  s t r a i g h t  w i t h o u t  h a v in g  to  g o  p u b l ic  to  

c o u n t e r a c t  t h e  r u m o u r .

I  h a d  n o  s u c h  c o n v e r s a t io n s  in t h e  J o a n n a  Y e a t e s  in v e s t ig a t io n .  

T h e r e  w a s  h o w e v e r  a n  e x a m p l e  o f  m y  b e in g  a p p r o a c h e d  d i r e c t ly  b y  

t h e  m e d i a .  A  j o u r n a l i s t  f ro m  t h e  S u n  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  a  p a i r  o f  J o a n n a 's  

e a r r in g s  w e r e  m is s in g .  In  f a c t ,  t h e y  w e r e  n o t .  T h e  C o r p o r a t e  

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  D e p a r t m e n t  w e r e  n o t  r e s p o n d in g  to  t h e  s p e c u la t iv e  

e n q u i r i e s  t h a t  w e r e  c o m in g  in a n d  so  in f r u s t r a t i o n ,  t h e  j o u r n a l i s t  

ra n g  m e  v ia  t h e  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  D e p a r t m e n t .  T h is  w a s  n o t  a n  " o f f  

t h e  r e c o r d "  c o n v e r s a t io n  a n d  I  s i m p l y  sa id  " d o n ' t  g o  t h e r e ,  t h e r e  is 

no s t o r y  t h e r e " .  T h e  s t o r y  d id  n o t  a p p e a r  in a n y  n e w s p a p e r .

(7) To what extent have you accepted hospitality from the media 

whilst Chief Constable of Avon and Somerset Constabulary?

Response: I  h a v e  a c c e p t e d  h o s p i t a l i t y  in t h e  f o r m  o f  m e a l s  a n d

d r in k s  f r o m  t h e  m e d i a  as  r e c o r d e d  in th e  H o s p i t a l i t y  R e c o rd .  T h e  

o c c a s io n s  h a v e  b e e n  in f r e q u e n t ,  p r o b a b l y  n o  m o r e  t h a n  t w o  

o c c a s io n s  in a y e a r .  T h e  la t e s t  o c c a s io n  w a s  a b r e a k f a s t  p r o v id e d  b y  

t h e  B B C  w h e n  I  a t t e n d e d  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in a ra d io  p h o n e  in 

p r o g r a m m e ,
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(8) Insofar as you have accepted hospitality from the media, what 
has been the nature of the hospitality that you have accepted?

Response; As in ( 7 )  a b o v e .

(9) To what extent have you provided hospitality for the media?

Response; A s  a b o v e .  I  h a v e  r e c ip r o c a t e d  m e a ls  a n d  d r in k s  b u t  

a g a i n  th is  h a p p e n s  p r o b a b ly  t w ic e  a  y e a r  o n  a v e r a g e .

(10) Insofar as you have provided hospitality to the media, what 
has been the nature of that hospitality?

Response; A s  a b o v e  in m y  r e s p o n s e s  t o  ( 3 )  a n d  ( 7 ) .

(11) Have you ever accepted gifts from the media? If so, please 
give full details (including who gave you the gifts, when, what 
the gift was and why you believe they gave you the gift)

Response; Y e s  on  t w o  o c c a s io n s .  In  b o th  c a s e s  I  a t t e n d e d  d in n e r s  

a t  w h ic h  e a c h  g u e s t  re c e iv e d  a c o p y  o f  a b o o k .  O n e  w a s  in 2 0 0 5  a n d  

t h e  o t h e r  in 2 0 1 0 .  I  b e l ie v e  in e a c h  c a s e  t h a t  r e a s o n  fo r  t h e  g i f t  w a s  

s i m p l y  as  a m o m e n t o  o f  t h e  e v e n i n g .  T h e  b o o k s  w e r e  e n t e r e d  in t h e  

h o s p i t a l i t y  re g is te r .

(12) What mechanisms are in place to monitor and record 
hospitality as between the Chief Constable and the media?

Response: T h e r e  is a H o s p i t a l i t y  R e g is t e r  in w h ic h  h o s p i ta l i t y ,

w h e t h e r  it  is m e d i a  o r  o t h e r w is e  is r e g is te r e d .
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(13) What mechanisms are in place to monitor and record 

meetings with the media generally?

Response: T h e  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  D e p a r t m e n t  h a v e  a s y s t e m  o f

re c o rd in g  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  m e d i a .  W h e r e  t h e r e  is a  f o r m a !  i n t e r v i e w  

w it h  jo u r n a l i s t s  fa c e  to  f a c e ,  I  w o u ld  e x p e c t  t h e m  to  t a p e  re c o rd  It. 

F o r  less f o r m a l  c o n t a c t  d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  c o n t e n t  I  m i g h t  m a k e  a 

n o te  b u t  i f  a c t io n  fo l lo w s  a c o n v e r s a t io n ,  t h a t  w o u ld  r e f le c t  w h a t  h a d  

b e e n  d is c u s s e d .

(14) Have you ever discussed the media or media coverage with 
politicians? If so how important Is such communication and 

why?

Response; Y e s .  I  h a v e  w r i t t e n  a n d  c o m m e n t e d  on  a n u m b e r  o f  

in s t a n c e s  r e g a r d in g  t h e  b e h a v i o u r  o f  o n e  p a r t i c u l a r  M P , I a n  L id d e l t -  

G r a i n g e r ,  t h e  u se  o f  h is b lo g  a n d  t h e  d is g r a c e f u l  w a y  h e  h a s  u s e d  t h e  

m e d i u m  to  s l a n d e r  m y s e l f  a n d  m y  f a m i l y .  I  h a v e  a ls o  w r i t t e n  to  t h e  

P a r l i a m e n t a r y  C o m m is s i o n e r  f o r  S t a n d a r d s  a b o u t  h is  b e h a v io u r .  A s  a 

lo c a l ly ,  d e m o c r a t i c a l l y  e le c t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  

p o l i t ic ia n s  n e e d  to  h a v e  c o n f id e n c e  in p o l ic e  o f f ic e rs  a n d  t h e  c o n d u c t  

o f  th is  p a r t i c u la r  m e m b e r  c o u ld  h a v e  u n d e r m i n e d  m y  p o s it io n  as  t h e  

l e a d e r  o f  t h e  o r g a n is a t io n .

I  a ls o  w r o t e  to  M Ps w h e n  I  w a s  in l i t ig a t io n  a g a i n s t  t h e  B B C . I  

b r ie fe d  t h e m  o n  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a n d  in a c c u r a c ie s  o f  t h e  s to ry .

(15) Have you any known or sensed that a politician has put 
pressure on you to take a particular course of action as a 

result of lobbying or influence exerted on that politician by 
the media? If so, please explain (although you need not 
identify the politician at this stage if you do not wish to do so)

Response; A b s o lu t e ly  n o t .
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(16) Has the prominence which politicians have given to subjects 

ever given rise to pressure to alter policing priorities so as to 

allocate more priority to the subject being given prominence 

by the politicians? If so, please explain

Response; Y e s .  S p e c i f i c a l l y  D a n  N o rr is  M P  in r e la t io n  to  t h e  so  

c a l le d  " S a r a h 's  L a w " ,  H e  w a n t e d  A v o n  a n d  S o m e r s e t  to  b e c o m e  a  

p o s s ib le  t e s t  a r e a  b u t  I r e f u s e d  b e c a u s e  I d id  n o t  b e l ie v e  t h a t  

" S a r a h 's  L a w "  a s  I  u n d e r s t o o d  it  a t  t h e  t i m e  h a d  b e e n  p r o p e r ly  

t h o u g h t  o u t .  D a n  N o r r is  w r o t e  t o  m e  a b o u t  th is  a n d  w e  h a d  a  c o u p le  

o f  m e e t i n g s  a n d  h e  a ls o  m e n t i o n e d  it  in P a r l i a m e n t  b u t  it  d id  n o t  

c h a n g e  m y  v ie w .  T h e  p i lo t  s i te s  w e r e  id e n t i f ie d  in o t h e r  fo r c e  a r e a s  

a n d  t h e  p r o p o s a ls  h a v e  n o w  b e c o m e  la w .

(17) Set out your understanding of the type of contact which Avon 
and Somerset Constabulary personnel have with the local and 

national media covering nature, extent, frequency and (in 

general terms) topics/content

Response: I  h a v e  a l r e a d y  t o u c h e d  u p o n  s o m e  a s p e c t s  o f  m e d i a

c o n t a c t  w h ic h  g e n e r a l l y  c e n t r e s  a r o u n d  t h e  C o r p o r a t e  

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  D e p a r t m e n t  T h e  o f f ic e  is o p e n  b e t w e e n  S a m  a n d  

5 . 3 0 p m .  A f t e r  t h a t  t h e  c o n t a c t  is m a d e  w i t h  t h e  F o rc e  I n c i d e n t  

M a n a g e r  w h o  c a n  t h e n  c o m m u n i c a t e  w i th  t h e  o n - c a l l  p re s s  o f f ic e r .  

W e  a ls o  h a v e  a  w e b s i t e  t o  p u b l is h  s p e c i f ic  s to r ie s  a n d  t h e r e  is a 

s p e c i f ic  w e b s i t e  fo r  t h e  m e d i a  t o  k e e p  t h e m  i n f o r m e d  a b o u t  w h a t  is 

g o in g  o n .  W e  u s e  T w i t t e r  a n d  F a c e b o o k .  W e  u s e  t h e  C o r p o r a t e  

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  D e p a r t m e n t  a s  a  f u n n e l  b u t  t h e r e  w il l  b e  in s ta n c e s  

w h e r e  t h e  m e d i a  c a n  c o n t a c t  in d iv id u a l  o f f ic e rs  b u t  if  t h e  o f f ic e rs  a r e  

n o t  c o n f id e n t  in w h a t  t h e y  a r e  s a y in g  t h e y  w il l  s e e k  a d v ic e  f r o m  t h e  

p re s s  o f f ic e .  I  w o u ld  e x p e c t  t h e  D is t r ic t  C o m m a n d e r  a n d  m e m b e r s  o f  

t h e  S e n i o r  L e a d e r s h ip  T e a m  to  e n g a g e  w i t h  t h e  m e d i a  a s  I  e x p e c t  t h e  

C o n s t a b u la r y  to  h a v e  o p e n n e s s ,  t r a n s p a r e n c y  a n d  a c c e s s ib i l i t y .  

E x c e p t  f o r  t h e  v e r y  l im i t e d  r e g u l a r  " e v e n t s "  w h ic h  I  r e f e r r e d  to  in  

r e la t io n  to  iss u e  ( 3 )  a b o v e ,  I  d o  n o t  b e l ie v e  t h a t  i t  is p o s s ib le  to  d r a w  

a n y  g e n e r a l  s ta t is t ic s  a b o u t  t h e  n a t u r e ,  e x t e n t ,  f r e q u e n c y  a n d  

t o p i c s /c o n t e n t .  V e r y  m u c h  d e p e n d s  u p o n  w h a t  is h a p p e n in g  b o th  in 

o u r  o r g a n is a t io n  a n d  in t h e  a r e a / c o u n t r y  o r  e v e n  t h e  w o r ld  as
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s o m e t h i n g  w e  a r e  d o in g  m a y  a t t r a c t  m e d i a  a t t e n t i o n  o n e  d a y  b u t  n o t  

a n o t h e r .

(18) Are contacts with the media restricted to certain staff or are 

all staff able to deal with the media?

Response: T h is  h a s  b e e n  a d d r e s s e d  in m y  r e s p o n s e s  a b o v e .

(19) What do you expect Avon and Somerset Constabulary to gain 

from such contacts with the media?

Response: A p a r t  f r o m  t h e  o b v io u s  b e n e f i ts  t h a t  t h e  m e d i a  c a n  b r in g  

t o  c r im in a l  in v e s t ig a t io n s ,  w e  h o p e  to  b e  a b le  to  in f o r m  t h e  p u b l ic  

w h o  a r e  a f t e r  a l l  o u r  " c u s t o m e r s "  o f  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  p o l ic in g  in t h e  21 *̂  ̂

c e n t u r y  w h ic h  is c e r t a in l y  n o t  a s  p o r t r a y e d  in " L i fe  o n  M a r s "  o r  

" M t d s o m e r  M u r d e r s " .  I  a ls o  w a n t  to  p r o v id e  t h e  p u b l ic  w i t h  a w id e r  

u n d e r s t a n d in g  a b o u t  p o l ic in g  is s u e s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  w h a t  is 

g o in g  o n  in t h e i r  a r e a .  I  a m  p a r t i c u la r ly  k e e n  o n  local o f f ic e rs  h a v in g  

c o lu m n s  in local n e w s p a p e r s .

(20) What do the media seek from such contacts with Avon and 

Somerset Constabulary personnel?

Response: I  h a v e  a l r e a d y  c o m m e n t e d  o n  th is  to p ic  in r e la t io n  to  

is s u e  5 a n d  I  do  n o t  t h i n k  t h e  m e d i a  d is t in g u is h  b e t w e e n  w h a t  t h e y  

w a n t  f r o m  m e  a n d  w h a t  t h e y  w a n t  f r o m  m y  c o l le a g u e s .

(21) What hospitality are Avon and Somerset Constabulary 
personnel permitted to accept from the media? Inter alia, are 

they entitled to accept a meal or a drink from a journalist?

Response: I n  p r in c ip le  t h e r e  is no  o b je c t io n  to  p e r s o n n e l  a c c e p t in g  

h o s p i ta l i t y .  I  r e f e r  b a c k  to  o u r  c u l t u r e  a n d  m is s io n  s t a t e m e n t .  I  d o  

n o t  t h in k  r e c o g n is in g  w h a t  is a c c e p t a b l e  a n d  w h a t  is n ' t  is d i f f ic u l t  a n d  

I  a m  c o n f id e n t  t h a t  m y  c o l le a g u e s  a r e  a b le  to  e x e r c is e  t h e i r  o w n
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j u d g m e n t  o n  th is .  T h is  s h o u ld  b e  c le a r  to  a n y o n e  w h o  e x a m i n e s  t h e  

R e g is te r .

(22) What hospitality are Avon and Somerset Constabulary 

personnel permitted to afford to the media?

Response: I  r e f e r  t o  m y  p r e v io u s  r e s p o n s e  w h ic h  a p p l ie s  e q u a l ly  to  

t h e  re c ip r o c a t io n  o f  h o s p i t a l i t y .

(23) Do you consider the level of hospitality accepted by Avon and 

Somerset Constabulary personnel to be appropriate now and 
to have been appropriate in the past? In addressing this issue 

please give your reasons and set out what you consider to be 
an appropriate level of hospitality for a police officer to accept 

from the media (if any)

Response: Y e s .  I  a m  n o t  a w a r e  o f  a n y  o c c a s io n  w h e n  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  

h o s p i ta l i t y  h a s  b e e n  a c c e p t e d  f r o m  a m e d i a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  I  h a v e  

no d i f f ic u l ty  in p r in c ip le  w i t h  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  l im i t e d  h o s p i t a l i t y  s u c h  a s  

a  m e a l  o r  d r in k .  M y  o f f ic e rs  c a n  b e  t r u s t e d  to  e x e r c is e  s o u n d  

j u d g m e n t  a n d  c o m m o n  s e n s e .  I  w o u ld  c o n f id e n t ly  e x p e c t  t h e m  to  

k n o w  w h a t  is a c c e p t a b l e  a n d  w h a t  isn 't .

(24) What mechanisms are in place to record hospitality as 
between the media and Avon and Somerset Constabulary 

personnel?

Response; A H o s p i t a l i t y  R e g is t e r  e x is ts .

(25) How (if at all) is hospitality between Avon and Somerset 
Constabulary (including you) and the media controlled and/or 

regulated?

Response: T h e  H o s p i t a l i t y  R e g is te r .
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(26) Are the hospitality rules governing contact between Avon and 
Somerset Constabulary personnel (including you) and the 

media different from those covering contact with other third 

parties? If so what are the difference?

Response; T h e r e  is no  d is t in c t io n  m a d e  b e t w e e n  h o s p i t a l i t y  f ro m  

t h e  m e d i a  a n d  a n y  o t h e r  th i r d  p a r t y .

(27) What policies and procedures are in place to record contact 
between; (a) you and the media; (b) senior managers and the 

media; (c) other personnel and media? Please answer in 

relation to both formal and informal communications

Response: T h e  C o r p o r a t e  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  O f f ic e  h a v e  p r o c e d u r e s  

b u t  o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  t h e r e  is no  f o r m a !  p o l icy  o r  p r o c e d u r e .

(28) Are records of hospitality and other contact with the media 

audited and/or policed and if so, how and by whom?

Response: I  p e r io d ic a l ly  lo o k  a t  t h e  H o s p i t a l i t y  R e g is t e r  b u t  t h e r e  is 

no  f o r m a l  s y s t e m  in p la c e  fo r  p o l ic in g  a n d  a u d i t i n g  h o s p i ta l i t y  

g e n e r a l l y .  I t  is s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  I  a m  c u r r e n t ly  r e v ie w in g  a s  t h e  

r e g is t e r  s h o w s  t h a t ,  w i t h o u t  a  m o n e t a r y  m i n i m u m ,  c o m p l e t e ly  

in s ig n i f ic a n t  i t e m s  a r e  b e in g  re c o r d e d .

(29) In your opinion are the policies and procedures described 

above (a) working effectively; (b) sufficient; and (c) capable 

of improvement

Response: A p a r t  f r o m  t h e  o b s e r v a t io n  m a d e  a b o v e ,  I  a m  c o n t e n t  

t h a t  t h e  s y s t e m s  w e  h a v e  w o r k  e f f e c t i v e ly  a n d  is s u f f ic ie n t  b u t  a r e  

b e in g  r e v i e w e d .
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(30) What systems, policies and procedures are in place in Avon 

and Somerset Constabulary to ensure that all members of the 

force (including civilian employees) know what is and what is 

not appropriate contacted with the media? Do they 

follow/reflect the relevant ACPO guidance?

Response: O u r  a p p r o a c h  fo l lo w s  A C P O  g u i d e l in e s  b u t  I  r e f e r  a g a in  

to  t h e  c u l t u r e  o f  t h e  o r g a n is a t i o n .  O u r  o f f ic e rs  a r e  to ld  a n d  r e m i n d e d  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e i r  t r a in in g  o f  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  b e h a v i o u r  e x p e c t e d  o f  

t h e m .  O u r  P ro fe s s io n a l  S t a n d a r d s  D e p a r t m e n t  r e g u la r ly  a d d r e s s  

t r a in i n g  s e s s io n s  o f  o f f ic e rs  a n d  s t a f f  a t  all  le v e ls .

(31) Are you satisfied that the policies and procedures described 

above are sufficient and working effectively? Do you consider 

that they are capable of improvement? If so, how?

Response: I  do  n o t  r e g a r d  t h e  q u e s t io n  o f  m e d i a  r e la t io n s h ip s  a n d  

h o s p i t a l i t y  to  b e  a  p r o b le m  f o r  A v o n  a n d  S o m e r s e t  b u t  I  a m  n o t  

c o m p l a c e n t .  O u r  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  t e a m  h a v e  p u b l is h e d  a n  u p d a t e d  

m e d i a  p ro to c o l  w h ic h  re f le c ts  c u r r e n t  t h in k in g  a n d  d r a w s  u p o n  t h e  

le s s o n s  le a r n e d  p a r t i c u la r ly  f r o m  t h e  J o a n n a  Y e a t e s  in v e s t ig a t io n .  I  

h a v e  s t a t e d  b e f o r e  th is  is n o t  a n  is s u e  o f  p o l icy  o r  p ro c e s s ,  it 's  a n  

is s u e  o f  c u l t u r e  a n d  t h e  c u l tu r a l  t o n e  s e ts  t h e  s c e n e .

(32) What training is In place in Avon and Somerset Constabulary 

to ensure that all members of the force (Including civilian 

employees) know what is and what is not appropriate contact 
with the media? Does the training follow/reflect the relevant 

ACPO guidance?

Response: I  b e l ie v e  t h a t  t h e  q u e s t io n  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  

t h e  m e d i a  is w id e r  t h a n  s p e c i f ic  t r a in in g  b u t  c o m e s  d o w n  a g a in  to  t h e  

c u l t u r e  o f  t h e  o r g a n is a t io n .  P e o p le  a t  a l l  le v e ls  r e c e iv e  m e d ia  t r a in in g  

w h ic h  r e f le c ts  c u r r e n t  A C P O  g u i d a n c e .
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(33) To what extent are leaks from Avon and Somerset 
Constabulary to the media and/or private detectives a 

problem for Avon and Somerset Constabulary?

Response: A n y  le a k  is v e r y  s e r io u s  s in c e  q u i t e  a p a r t  f r o m  t h o s e

w h o  m i g h t  b e  d i r e c t ly  a f f e c t e d  it  h a s  t h e  p o t e n t ia l  to  u n d e r m i n e  

p u b l ic  c o n f id e n c e .  I  b e l ie v e  t h a t  d e l i b e r a t e  le a k in g  fo r  m o n e y  o r  

o t h e r  m o t iv e s  is e x t r e m e l y  r a r e ,  b u t  s im p ly  p u t  is t r e a c h e r y .  O f t e n  

' w h a t  a p p e a r s  o r  is s a id  to  b e  a l e a k  f r o m  t h e  p o l ic e  is n o t  in f a c t  a  

i e a k  a t  a l l .  I  c a n  d e m o n s t r a t e  th is  b y  r e f e r e n c e  to  t h e  e v i d e n c e  o f  M r  

W a l la c e  w h ic h  I  h a v e  a d d r e s s e d  e a r l i e r  in th is  s t a t e m e n t .  O n  t h e  f a c e  

o f  t h e  D a i l y  M i r r o r  a r t ic le s ,  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  le a k s  b u t  t h e r e  is no  

e v i d e n c e  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  o b t a in e d  b y  jo u r n a l i s t s  w h ic h  w a s  

c o n f id e n t ia l  t o  t h e  i n v e s t ig a t i o n  t e a m  h a s  b e e n  le a k e d .  I t  a ls o  h a s  to  

b e  b o r n e  in m in d  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  w h ic h  s u p e r f ic ia l ly  Is t h o u g h t  to  b e  

e x c lu s iv e  t o  t h e  p o l ic e  m a y  b e  k n o w n  t o  o t h e r  a g e n c ie s  w h o  c a n  

c o m e  in to  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  c r im e  s c e n e ,  s u c h  as  s c e n e  g u a r d e r s ,  

m o r t ic ia n s ,  p a r a m e d i c s ,  c o r o n e r s  a n d  w i t n e s s e s .  O n c e  t h e  l in es  o f  

e n q u i r y  s t a r t ,  t h e n  t h e r e  is c o n t a c t  w i t h  w i t n e s s e s  a n d  f a m i l y .  T h e  

m e d ia  c a n  g o  in to  all  o f  t h e s e  p e o p le .  I t  is a ls o  n o t  u n c o m m o n  fo r  

j o u r n a l i s t s  to  a t t r i b u t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  to ,  fo r  e x a m p l e ,  " a  s o u r c e  d o s e  to  

t h e  in v e s t ig a t io n "  b u t  w o u ld  n e v e r  r e v e a l  to  a n y  s u b s e q u e n t  

i n v e s t ig a t io n  w h o  t h a t  s o u r c e  w a s ,  m a k i n g  s u c c e s s fu l  in v e s t ig a t io n  

v e r y  d i f f ic u l t .  T h e r e  is no  w a y  o f  p r o v in g  t h e r e  w a s ,  in f a c t ,  a n y  p o l ic e  

s o u r c e .  I d o  n o t  t h in k  t h a t  l e a k s  a r e  a  s e r io u s  p r o b le m  fo r  A v o n  a n d  

S o m e r s e t  b u t  a n y  s u s p e c t e d  l e a k  is r o b u s t ly  i n v e s t ig a t e d .

(34) What systems and procedures are in place to identify, respond 

to and detect the source of leaks?

Response; A n y  e v i d e n c e ,  in t e l l ig e n c e  o r  r e p o r t  o f  a l e a k  wil l  b e  

i n v e s t ig a t e d .  A s  I  h a v e  s a id  a b o v e ,  w h a t  is in v e s t ig a t e d  a s  a l e a k  

o f t e n  t u r n s  o u t  n o t  t o  b e  a l e a k  a t  a l l ,  a s  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  fo l lo w in g  by  

w a y  o f  re s p o n s e  to  is s u e  ( 3 5 )  b e lo w  d e m o n s t r a t e s .
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(35) How many investigations have been conducted into actual or 

suspected leaks from Avon and Somerset Constabulary to the 

media during the last 5 years and how many have led to the 

successful identification of the source of the leak? What was 

the outcome of other investigations?

Response: T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  2 0  in v e s t ig a t io n s  u n d e r t a k e n  b y  t h e  

P ro fe s s io n a l  S t a n d a r d s  D e p a r t m e n t  I n t e r n a !  I n v e s t ig a t i o n  U n i t  in t h e  

la s t  5  y e a r s  t h a t  w e r e  c a t e g o r is e d  a s  " le a k s . "  T h e r e  a r e  1 4  in c id e n c e s  

w h e r e  no  p o l ic e  l e a k  w a s  fo u n d .  O f  t h e  r e m a in i n g  6 ,  4  h a v e  re s u l te d  

in d is c ip l in a ry  a c t io n ,  in o n e  c a s e ,  no  o f f e n d e r  h a s  b e e n  t r a c e d  a n d  

o n e  is o n g o in g .

(36) Has disciplinary action been taken against any member of 
staff (whether civilian or police officer) for leaking 

information to the media during the last 5 years? If so please 

identify the number of cases and their outcome. There is no 

need to identify the person or persons subject of the 

disciplinary process.

Response: T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  f o u r  c a s e s  in w h ic h  d is c ip l in a ry  a c t io n  

h a s  b e e n  t a k e n .  I n  t h e s e  c a s e s ,  o f f ic e rs  r e c e iv e d  f in a l  w r i t t e n  

w a r n i n g s  a n d  in t h e  o t h e r  t h e  o f f ic e rs  re c e iv e d  m a n a g e m e n t  a d v ic e .

(37) What payments (if any) are considered to be legitimate 

financial transactions between Avon and Somerset 

Constabulary and the media?

Response: N o n e .

(38) What policies and / or guidance is in place in relation to 

financial transactions between Avon and Somerset 
Constabulary personnel and the media?

Response: T h e r e  a r e  n o n e .  I t  is c o m m o n  s e n s e  t h a t  p u b l ic  o f f ic ia ls  

s h o u ld  n o t  t a k e  m o n e y  f r o m  j o u r n a l i s t s .
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(39) To what extent do you believe bribery of personnel by the 

media to be a current problem for Avon and Somerset 

Constabulary (if at all?)

Response: In  a n  o r g a n is a t i o n  o f  6 0 0 0  in d iv id u a ls ,  I k n o w  t h e r e  w il l  

b e  c o r r u p t  in d iv id u a ls .  M y  c o l le a g u e s  a n d  I  m u s t  ro o t  t h e m  o u t .

(40) What steps are taken: (a) to educate your personnel about 
bribery; (b) to otherwise prevent the bribery of your 

personnel ; (c) proactively to detect bribery; (d)
retrospectively to investigate bribery; (e) to discipline 

personnel (if any) who are found to have accepted bribes 

from the media?

Response: I r e f e r  o n c e  a g a i n  to  o u r  m is s io n  s t a t e m e n t .  W e  a t t e m p t  

t o  c o n d u c t  o u r s e lv e s  t o  t h e  h ig h e s t  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  c r e a t e  a n  

e n v i r o n m e n t  w h ic h  g iv e s  p e o p l e  t h e  c o n f id e n c e  to  r e f e r  p o t e n t i a l  

p r o b le m s  t o  t h e i r  l in e  m a n a g e r .  W e  a ls o  h a v e  a w h i s t l e b l o w e r  fa c i l i t y  

w h e r e  m e m b e r s  o f  s t a f f  c a n  r e p o r t  c o n c e r n s  b y  e m a i l  o r  t e l e p h o n e .  

B r ib e r y  is, o f  c o u r s e ,  a c r im in a l  o f f e n c e  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  w h ic h  w il l  b e  

p a r t  o f  t h e  in i t ia l  t r a in i n g .  T h e  n e e d  f o r  c o m p l e t e  t r a n s p a r e n c y  in all 

o u r  d e a l in g s  is s o m e t h i n g  w h ic h  I  a d d r e s s  t o  a n u m b e r  o f  m e e t i n g s  o f  

all  ra n k s .  In  p a r t i c u l a r  I  a d d r e s s  a l l  p r o b a t io n e r s  in to  t h e  o r g a n is a t io n  

as  to  h o w  I  e x p e c t  t h e m  t o  b e h a v e  a n d  t h a t  I  w il l  c o m e  a f t e r  a n y o n e  

w h o  is c o r r u p t ,  a  t h ie f ,  a r a c is t ,  a  b ig o t  o r  a t h u g .  W h e r e  is s u e s  a r e  

b r o u g h t  to  o u r  n o t ic e  t h e n  P ro fe s s io n a l  S t a n d a r d s  w il l  d e a l .  O n e  

p o s s ib le  c a u s e  o f  c o r r u p t i o n  is f in a n c ia l  h a r d s h ip  a n d  w e  w o r k  w i t h  

t h e  Po lice  F e d e r a t io n  a n d  o t h e r  s t a f f  a s s o c ia t io n s  to  t r y  a n d  a d d r e s s  

th is  k in d  o f  p r o b l e m .  T h e r e  a r e  f in a n c ia l  a d v ic e  s u r g e r ie s  a n d  t h e  

B e n e v o l e n t  F u n d  a w a r d s  g r a n t s  t o  o f f ic e rs  w h o  a r e  s u f f e r in g  f r o m  

f in a n c ia l  h a r d s h ip .  I  e x p e c t  In d iv id u a l  le a d e r s  t o  i d e n t i f y  p e o p le  w h o  

m a y  b e  a t  r is k  a n d  o u r  I n t e r n a l  I n v e s t ig a t i o n s  U n i t  r e g u l a r ly  

p a r t i c ip a t e s  in t r a in in g  c o u rs e s  f o r  r e c r u i ts ,  p o l ice  s t a f f  a n d  C I D .  T h e i r  

p r e s e n t a t io n  in c lu d e s  a d v i c e  a b o u t  r isk  a r e a s  a n d  t h e  u s e  o f  so c ia l  

n e t w o r k in g .

I f  t h e r e  is a c o m p l a i n t ,  in t e l l ig e n c e  o r  e v id e n c e  t h a t  a n  o f f ic e r  w a s  

in v o lv e d  in c o r r u p t  b e h a v io u r ,  a n  in v e s t ig a t io n  w o u ld  b e  u n d e r t a k e n
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a n d  if  t h e  e v i d e n c e  j u s t i f i e d  it ,  a  r e p o r t  w o u ld  b e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  

C PS. T h e r e  is no  p la c e  f o r  c o r r u p t  p e o p le  in t h e  p o l ic e  s e r v ic e .

(41) Does Avon and Somerset Constabulary have a press office? If 
it does have such an office, what role does it fulfil? In 
particular, does it have a gatekeeper function for controlling 

the flow of information to the media? Please also give your 

view as to its utility and role.

Response: T h e  H e a d  o f  C o r p o r a t e  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  fu l ly  d e s c r ib e s  

t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .  T h e  C o r p o r a t e  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

d e p a r t m e n t  is e s s e n t ia l  fo r  in te r n a !  a n d  e x t e r n a l  c o m m u n i c a t io n s  

g iv e n  t h e  e x p e c t a t io n s  o f  t h e  2 4 / 7  t h i r s t  f o r  n e w s  c u l t u r e  w h ic h  

in c lu d e s  t h e  p u b l ic .

(42) What is the media's attitude towards the press office? In 

particular, are they satisfied by the provision of information 

and the routing of communications through your press office 

or do they prefer direct contact with individual personnel 
within the Avon and Somerset Constabulary?

Response: T h e  m e d i a  w o u ld  no  d o u b t  p r e f e r  c o n t a c t  w i t h  in d iv id u a l  

o f f ic e rs  b u t  m o d e r n  p o l ic in g  w i t h o u t  a  c o m m u n i c a t io n s  o f f ic e  w o u ld  

be i m p r a c t ic a b le .  I  a m  a w a r e  t h a t  t h e  m e d i a  h a s  a  c e r t a in  a m o u n t  o f  

f r u s t r a t io n  w i t h  t h e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  o f f ic e  a n d  o n e  j o u r n a l i s t  c a l le d  it  

" T h e  S u p p r e s s  O f f ic e "  b u t  w e  d o  t r y  to  b e  a s  o p e n  a s  w e  p o s s ib ly  

c a n .

(43) In the last 5 years, how many people have worked in Avon 

and Somerset Constabulary's press office at any one time?

Response; A t  its  p e a k ,  t h e r e  w e r e  1 7 . 4  p o s ts  ( e x c lu d in g  t h e  e -  

s e r v ic e s  t e a m )  in t h e  C o r p o r a t e  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  D e p a r t m e n t .  B u d g e t  

c u ts  o v e r  t h e  la s t  t w o  y e a r s  h a v e  re d u c e d  th is  n u m b e r  to  1 5 .
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(44) In the last 5 years how many of the personnel who have 
worked in Avon and Somerset's press office had previously 

worked for the News of the World? Insofar as you are able 

please name them.

Response: N o n e  t o  m y  k n o w le d g e .

(45) In the last 5 years, how many of the personnel who have 
worked in Avon and Somerset Constabulary's press office had 

previously worked for a title owned by Rupert Murdoch? 

Insofar as you are able please name them.

Response: N o n e  t o  m y  k n o w l e d g e

(46) In the last 5 years, what proportion of personnel in Avon and 

Somerset Constabulary's press office has come from a media 

background?

Response: A  t o t a l  o f  9  h a v e  c o m e  f r o m  a m e d i a  b a c k g r o u n d ,  

a l t h o u g h  2  a r e  n o  lo n g e r  w i t h  A v o n  a n d  S o m e r s e t .  All n in e  w o r k e d  

fo r  local /  r e g io n a l  te le v is io n ,  ra d io  o r  n e w s p a p e r s .  O f  t h e  r e m a in i n g  

7  w h o  a r e  sti l l  w i t h  u s ,  4  c a m e  to  w o r k  f o r  t h e  p o l ic e  f r o m  a n o t h e r  

n o n - m e d i a  o r g a n is a t io n .

(47) What limitations, if any, are there on staff from Avon and 

Somerset Constabulary leaving to work for the media or vice- 

versa?

Response: T h e r e  a r e  n o n e  so  f a r  a s  o u t g o in g  s t a f f  a r e  c o n c e r n e d .  I  

a m  n o t  a w a r e  o f  a n y  l im i t a t io n  im p o s e d  o n  s t a f f  f r o m  t h e  m e d i a  

j o in in g  t h e  p o l ic e  s e r v ic e .  I  h a v e  d o u b t s  w h e t h e r  s u c h  l im i t a t io n s  c a n  

b e  in c o r p o r a t e d  in to  e m p l o y m e n t  c o n t r a c t s  in a  f o r m  t h a t  w o u ld  be  

e n f o r c e a b l e  if  b r e a c h e d .
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(48) Are records kept of those who join Avon and Somerset 
Constabulary from the media or go on to work for the media 

after leaving Avon and Somerset Constabulary? If so, please 

describe the system in place.

Response: W h e n  p r o b a t io n e r s  a r r i v e  o n  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  a n d  I  a d d r e s s  

t h e m  I  a m  s u p p l ie d  w i th  a  l is t  o f  t h e i r  n a m e s  a n d  t h e i r  b a c k g r o u n d ,  

in c lu d in g  w h e r e  t h e y  h a v e  w o r k e d .  W h i ls t  s t a f f  r e c o r d s  a r e  

m a in t a i n e d  w h ic h  h a v e  d e t a i ls  o f  p r e v io u s  e m p l o y m e n t ,  t h e r e  is no  

s y s t e m  w h ic h  s p e c i f ic a l ly  re c o r d s  d e t a i l s  o f  s t a f f  jo i n in g  f r o m  t h e  

m e d i a .  A s  to  l e a v in g  s ta f f ,  w e  h a v e  n o  r i g h t  t o  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  

n e w  e m p l o y m e n t .

(49) To the best of your knowledge, are there any discernible 

patterns in the movement of personnel from the media into 

Avon and Somerset Constabulary and vice versa?

Response: T h e r e  is n o  p a t t e r n  o f  m o v e m e n t  b e t w e e n  t h e  m e d i a  t h e  

A v o n  a n d  S o m e r s e t  P o lice  o r  v ic e  v e r s a .

(50) What levels of awareness and experience are there in Avon 

and Somerset Constabulary of "media crimes" and, in 

particular; (a) unlawful interception of communications 

(including the Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act 2000);
(b) bribery of officials by the media; (c) blackmail: (d) 
harassment by paparazzi and journalists; (e) traffic and/or 

public order offences committed by photographers and 
journalists pursuing stories; (f) inciting officials to 

communicate confidential information held by Avon and 

Somerset Constabutary/conspiring with them to obtain such 

information; and (g) crime within media organisations other 

than the foregoing (eg dishonest expense claims).

Response: W e  a r e  e q u ip p e d  to  d e a l  w i t h  c r im e  o f  a i l  k in d s .  I f

c r im e ,  w h a t e v e r  i ts  n a t u r e ,  c o m e s  t o  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  w e  w il l  d e a l  w i t h  

it.
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(51) What sort of priority is given to and what level of resources 

are available to deal with the above?

Response; T h e  a n s w e r  w o u ld  d e p e n d  e n t i r e l y  u p o n  t h e  p re c is e  

n a t u r e  o f  t h e  a l l e g a t io n s  b u t  i n v e s t ig a t i o n s  r e la t in g  to  c o r r u p t io n  

w o u ld  c e r t a in l y  b e  t r e a t e d  a s  a p r io r i t y  a n d  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  n e c e s s a r y  

w o u ld  b e  d e p lo y e d .

(52) What was the media strategy for the Joanna Yeates murder 

enquiry?

Response: T h e  s t r a t e g y  Is s e t  o u t  in t h e  s t a t e m e n t  to  t h e  I n q u i r y  

f r o m  t h e  S I O ,  D C I  P h il l ip  J o n e s .

(53) Who set this strategy?

Response: T h e  S I O ,  in  c o n s u l t a t io n  w i t h  t h e  H e a d  o f  C o r p o r a t e

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  G o ld  C o m m a n d e r .

(54) What was the senior investigating officer's role in the 

handling of the media?

Response; T h e  S I O  w a s  t h e  s p o k e s p e r s o n  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  

I n v e s t ig a t i o n .  T h e r e  is a v ie w  h e ld  b y  s o m e  t h a t  th is  ro le  s h o u ld  b e  

p e r f o r m e d  b y  s o m e o n e  n o t  in v o lv e d  in t h e  i n v e s t ig a t io n  a s  it  c o u ld  b e  

a d is t r a c t io n  f o r  t h e  S I O .  I d o  n o t  h o ld  t h a t  v i e w ,  q u i t e  t h e  c o n t r a r y .  

In  m y  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  p u b l ic  a n d  t h e  m e d i a  a n d  t h e  in v e s t ig a t io n  

t e a m  g e t  c o n f id e n c e  f r o m  t h e  S I O  m a k i n g  d i r e c t  a p p e a ls  f r o m  a n  

i n f o r m e d  a n d ,  if n e c e s s a r y ,  d e t a i l e d  b as is .  I t  is i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h e  

o f f e n d e r s  a ls o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  S I O  is v is ib le  a n d  d e t e r m i n e d  in t h e i r  

p u r s u i t  to  f in d  t h e  t r u t h .  O n e  w a y  o f  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  th is  is t h e  S I O  

b e in g  v is ib le .  I  h a d  a d is c u s s io n  w i t h  D C I  J o n e s  a lo n g  t h e s e  l ines .
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(55) Who directed and controlled police contact and 

communications with the media?

Response: T h e  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  D e p a r t m e n t  a n d  t h e  G o ld

C o m m a n d e r  c o n t r o l le d  t h e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  m e d i a  in 

c o n ju n c t io n  w i t h  t h e  S I O .

(56) What records were kept of contact with the media? Please 

explain how contact with the media was recorded, If at alt. 
Were records kept of all information shared with the media? 
If not, why not?

Response: T h e  h e a d  o f  o u r  C o r p o r a t e  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  D e p a r t m e n t  

d e a ls  w i t h  th is  in d e t a i l  in h e r  s t a t e m e n t  to  t h e  I n q u i r y .

(57) Were there any ieaks/unauthorlsed leaks to the media in 

respect of this murder enquiry which were believed to have 

originated from Avon and Somerset Constabulary? If so, 
please give details and the results of any investigations into 
the leaks.

Response: I  a m  a w a r e  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  i n a d v e r t e n t  c o n f i r m a t i o n  to  

t h e  m e d i a  t h a t  M r  J e f f e r ie s  h a d  b e e n  a r r e s t e d .  I  h a v e  w r i t t e n  to  M r  

J e f f e r ie s  t a k in g  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  fo r  t h is  c o n f i r m a t io n  a n d  h a v e  n o w  

c o p ie d  m y  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  t o  t h e  I n q u i r y  e x p la in in g  th is  to  h im .  In  

e a r l y  J a n u a r y  2 0 1 1  t h e r e  w a s  c o n c e r n  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  in v e s t ig a t io n  

t e a m  re s u l t in g  f r o m  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  j o u r n a l i s t s  a p p e a r  to  h a v e  

o b t a in e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  l e a k s  t o  t h e  m e d i a  a n d  t h e s e  c o n c e r n s  w e r e  

r e f e r r e d  to  t h e  P ro fe s s io n a l  S t a n d a r d s  D e p a r t m e n t  I n t e r n a l  

I n v e s t ig a t i o n  U n i t  a n d  a n  i n v e s t ig a t io n  w a s  in i t ia te d  o n  4  J a n u a r y  

2 0 1 1 .  O n  1 0  J a n u a r y  2 0 1 1 ,  a  f r e e l a n c e  j o u r n a i i s t  a p p r o a c h e d  a 

s e r v in g  A v o n  a n d  S o m e r s e t  o f f ic e r  w h o  h a d  n o  c o n n e c t io n  w i t h  t h e  

J o a n n a  Y e a t e s  i n v e s t ig a t i o n  s e e k in g  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  

i n v e s t ig a t io n .  T h is  a p p r o a c h  w a s  r e p o r t e d  b y  t h e  o f f ic e r  c o n c e r n e d  

t o  P S D  a n d  w a s  i n v e s t ig a t e d .  D u r i n g  t h e  c o u rs e  o f  o u r  in v e s t ig a t io n  

t w o  p e rs o n s ,  n e i t h e r  o f  w h o m  a r e  p o l ic e  o f f ic e rs ,  w e r e  a r r e s t e d .  T h e  

i n v e s t ig a t io n  w a s  e x t e n d e d  e a c h  t i m e  w h e n  t h e r e  w a s  m e d i a
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r e p o r t in g  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  l e a k e d ,  b u t  a f t e r  a n  

e x h a u s t i v e ,  b u t  a s  y e t  n o t  c o m p l e t e ,  in v e s t ig a t io n  t h e r e  is no  

e v id e n c e  o f  a n y  d e l i b e r a t e  l e a k  b y  A v o n  a n d  S o m e r s e t  P o lice .

I  a m  a w a r e  t h a t  H r  J e f f e r ie s  w a n t s  a  r e f e r r a l  to  t h e  IP C C .  V o l u n t a r y  

r e f e r r a l  has  a l r e a d y  b e e n  c o n s id e r e d  in t h e  c o u rs e  o f  o u r  

i n v e s t ig a t io n  b u t ,  u n le s s  o r  u n t i l  t h e r e  is e v i d e n c e  o f  a  p o l ic e  le a k ,  

t h e  th r e s h o ld  f o r  r e f e r r a l  is n o t  m a d e .  T h e  IP C C  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  

a w a r e  o f  o u r  i n v e s t ig a t i o n  a n d  I  c o n t in u e  t o  k e e p  t h e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  

r e f e r r a l  u n d e r  r e v i e w .

I  a m  a ls o  a w a r e  t h a t  H r  J e f f e r ie s  g a v e  f u r t h e r  e v i d e n c e  to  t h e  I n q u i r y  

t o d a y  b a s e d  o n  h is  s e c o n d  s t a t e m e n t .  I  h a v e  h a d  no  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  

c o n s id e r  t h is  b u t  if,  u p o n  c o n s i d e r a t io n ,  t h e  I n q u i r y  w il l  be  a s s is te d  

b y  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  I w il l  s u b m i t  a  s u p p l e m e n t a l  s t a t e m e n t .

(58) What do you know of whether any Avon and Somerset police 

officer or member of police staff had "off the record" 

conversations with the media or gave "off the record" 
briefings to the media during the investigation into the 
murder of Joanna Yeates?

Response; I  a m  s a t is f ie d  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  a s s u r a n c e s  f r o m  t h o s e  

r e s p o n s ib le  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  no  " o f f  t h e  record" ' c o n v e r s a t io n s  o r  " o f f  

t h e  re c o r d "  b r ie f in g s .

(59) To what extent is it the practice of Avon and Somerset 
Constabulary police officers and police staff to have "off the 
record" conversations with media?

Response: I  h a v e  e x p l a in e d  m y  o w n  p e rs o n a l  a p p r o a c h  in r e s p e c t  

o f  iss u e  ( 6 )  a b o v e .  S u c h  c o n v e r s a t io n s  in v o lv in g  o t h e r  A v o n  a n d  

S o m e r s e t  p o l ic e  o f f ic e rs  a r e  l ik e ly  to  b e  r a r e  b u t  a r e  n o t ,  in p r in c ip le ,  

c o n t r a r y  t o  F o rc e  o r  P o lice  R e g u la t io n s .
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(60) Insofar as applicable are records kept of what information is 
shared on an "off the record" basis?

Response: T h e s e  t e n d  to  b e  b a c k g r o u n d  n o n - s p e c i f i c  a n d  n o t

a t t r i b u t a b l e .  I  h a v e ,  o n  o c c a s io n s ,  k e p t  r e c o rd s  w h e n  I  f e l t  t h e  n e e d .  

O n  o t h e r  o c c a s io n s  I  h a v e  n o t  f e l t  t h e  n e e d .

(61) Are "off the record" conversations discouraged or prohibited 

by any Avon and Somerset policy or training? If so, please 

specify and explain why they are discouraged/prohibited.

Response: T h e  d is c lo s u r e  o f  c o n f id e n t ia l  i n f o r m a t i o n  is p r o h ib i t e d  

a n d  is a d is c ip l in a r y  m a t t e r  a n d  c o u ld  b e  a  c r im in a l  m a t t e r .  W e  d o  

a d v is e  in t r a in in g  re  " o f f  t h e  r e c o r d "  b r ie f in g s  b u t  t h is  is a s  i t  p e r t a in s  

to  d a t a  p r o t e c t io n .

(62) What is your general view of the practice of police officers and 
police staff having "off the record" conversations with the 

media? Can there be benefits to them which are in the public 
interest?

Response; I  h a v e  a d d r e s s e d  t h is  is s u e  a t  ( 4 )  a b o v e .  I  b e l ie v e  t h e r e  

c a n  b e  b e n e f i t s ,  i n d e e d ,  ! h a v e  h a d  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  s u c h  c o n v e r s a t io n s  

w h ic h  h a v e  p r o v e d  to  b e  o f  b e n e f i t .  I  b e l ie v e  t h a t  t h e  p u b l ic  i n t e r e s t  

is t h e  o n ly  c r i t e r ia  t h a t  g o v e r n s  s u c h  c o n v e r s a t io n s .

(63) Insofar as applicable, what do you consider are the driving 

forces behind or the main causes of leaks from the Police 
Service?

Response; I  d o  n o t  a c c e p t  t h a t  alt l e a k s  t h a t  o c c u r  in r e la t io n  to  

c r im in a l  i n v e s t ig a t io n s  a r e  t h e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  o f  t h e  p o l ic e .  I t  h a s  to  

b e  r e m e m b e r e d  t h a t  i t  is n o t  j u s t  t h o s e  w h o  w o r k  in t h e  p o l ic e  

s e r v ic e  w h o  h a v e  a c c e s s  to  i n f o r m a t i o n .  In  a ty p ic a l  m u r d e r  e n q u i r y  

w e  w il l  i n t e r v i e w  o v e r  4 0 0  p e o p le  a n d  a i l  h a v e  a c c e s s  to  so c ia l  m e d i a  

a n d  t a l k  t o  o t h e r s .  I t  is, f u r t h e r m o r e ,  v e r y  e a s y  f o r  a  j o u r n a l i s t  to
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a t t r i b u t e  in f o r m a t io n  to  " a  s o u r c e  d o s e  to  t h e  e n q u i r y "  g iv in g  t h e  

c le a r e s t  im p l ic a t io n  t h a t  is w a s  t h e  p o l ic e  w h o  g a v e  t h e  in f o r m a t io n  

w h e n  it m a y  h a v e  b e e n  a c q u i r e d  f r o m  a c o m p l e t e l y  d i f f e r e n t  s o u rc e  

o r  e v e n  b e  n o t h in g  m o r e  t h a n  s p e c u la t io n .  J o u r n a l is t s  c o u ld  u se  

c o m m e n t s  f r o m  " a  s o u r c e  c lo s e  to  t h e  e n q u i r y "  to  g iv e  t h e i r  p ie c e  

a u t h e n t i c i t y  a n d  l e g i t i m a c y  t h a t  it w o u ld  n o t  o r d in a r i l y  h a v e .  I n s o f a r  

a s  t h e r e  a r e  l e a k s  b y  p o l ice  o f f ic e rs ,  t h e  d r iv in g  f o r c e  m a y  w e l l  be  

m o n e y ,  r e v e n g e ,  e m o t i o n a l  i n v o l v e m e n t  o r  a  d is p la y  o f  p o w e r .

(64) Is it necessary for police forces to have a press office and 

what is your view of the utility and role of police press 
offices?

Response; I t  is a b s o l u t e ly  n e c e s s a r y  to  h a v e  a  p re s s  o f f ic e .  

C o r p o r a t e  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  e n g a g e  b o th  e x t e r n a l l y  a n d  in t e r n a l ly  a n d  

t h e  J o a n n a  Y e a t e s  i n v e s t ig a t i o n  is a  v e r y  g o o d  e x a m p l e  o f  h o w ,  to  a  

l a r g e  e x t e n t ,  t h e  S I O  in a  h ig h  p ro f i le  in v e s t ig a t io n  c a n  be le f t  to  g e t  

o n  w i t h  t h e  j o b  o f  i n v e s t ig a t in g  t h e  c r im e  w i t h o u t  c o n s t a n t l y  b e in g  

s id e  t r a c k e d  b y  h a v in g  to  d e a l  w i t h  m e d i a  iss u e s .

(65) What limitations do you consider there should be on police 

officers and police staff leaving the police service to work for 
the media and vice versa?

Response; I  t h i n k  t h e r e  s h o u ld  b e  no p r o b l e m  w i t h  p e o p le  f r o m  t h e  

m e d i a  c o m in g  In to  t h e  p o l ice  o r  v ic e  v e r s a  b u t  m y  p e r s o n a l  v i e w  is 

t h a t  in re la t io n  to  o f f ic e r s  w h o  h a v e  w o r k e d  a t  s e n io r  le v e l  t h e r e  

s h o u ld  be a  " c o o l in g  o f f"  p e r io d .

36

MOD200010572



For Distribution to CPs

(66) What role do you consider that Police and Crime 

Commissioners and the Mayor's Office for Policing and Crime 

should have in ensuring that relationships and 

communications between the police and the media, both 
locally and nationally, are appropriate and operate In the 
public interest?

Response; I  c a n n o t  c o m m e n t  u p o n  t h e  M a y o r 's  O f f ic e  f o r  Po lic ing  

a n d  C r im e  b u t  I  a m  v e r y  a w a r e  t h a t  o n e  o f  t h e  P r im e  M in is te r 's  

r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  a b o l i t io n  o f  P o lice  A u t h o r i t i e s  is h is v i e w  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  

a n o n y m o u s .  I  h a v e  s e e n  a n  in c re a s in g  a p p e t i t e  f o r  P o lice  A u t h o r i t i e s  

to  d e v e l o p  c o m m u n i c a t io n  s t r a t e g i e s  w h ic h  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  b u t ,  in t h e  

c a s e  o f  A v o n  a n d  S o m e r s e t ,  g e n e r a l l y  c o m p l i m e n t a r y  to  t h e  

C o n s t a b u la r y 's  m e d i a  s t r a t e g y .  I  s e e  it a s  a  n a t u r a l  c o n s e q u e n c e  

t h a t  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  t h e  p o s it io n  o f  P o lice  a n d  C r im e  C o m m is s io n e r s  

w il l  w a n t  to  ra is e  t h e i r  o w n  p u b l ic  p ro f i le  d u r in g  t h e i r  c a m p a i g n .  I  

a ls o  s e e  it  a s  a  n a t u r a l  c o n s e q u e n c e  t h a t  Po lice  a n d  C r im e  

C o m m is s io n e r s  w il l  w a n t  to  b e  s e e n  in t h e  loca l m e d i a  a n d  s e e n  to  b e  

in f lu e n t ia l  in p o l ic in g .  T h e y  w il l  p r o v id e  a  r ich  r e s e r v o i r  fo r  t h e  

m e d i a .

(67) What is your view of the recommendations contained in the 

HMIC's recent report "W ithout Fear or Favour"  insofar as they 

concern relations between the media and the police? (If you 

have not seen it, the report is available online).

Response; T h e  r e p o r t  is c u r r e n t ly  s u b je c t  to  c o n s id e r a t io n  in A v o n  

a n d  S o m e r s e t .

(68) What is your view of the recommendations contained in 

Elizabeth Pitkin's report "The Ethical Issues Arising from  the  

Reiationship Betw een Poiice and M edia?"  (If you have not 
seen it, the report is available online.

Response; T h is  r e p o r t  w a s  c o m m is s io n e d  b y  a n d  is p la in ly  d i r e c te d  

to  t h e  M e t r o p o l i t a n  Po lice .  T h e  c h a l l e n g e s  fa c in g  t h e  M e t r o p o l i t a n  

P o lice  a r e  s o m e t i m e s  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  p r o v in c ia l  fo rc e s .  I t  s e e m s
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t h a t  th e  r e p o r t  fo c u s e s  o n  a  n u m b e r  o f  le a d e rs h ip  is s u e s  b u t  th e  

re c o m m e n d a t io n s  s e e m  to  m e  to  re p r e s e n t  a c o m m o n  s e n s e  

a p p ro a c h .

(6 9 )  Do you consider th a t there are any d ifferen t or fu rther steps 

which could a n d /o r  should be taken to ensure th a t 

relationships between the police and the media are and 

rem ain appropriate?

Response: I  r e m a in  c o n v in c e d  t h a t  g e n e r a t in g  a  c u ltu r e  o f

t r a n s p a r e n c y ,  o p e n n e s s  a n d  a c c o u n ta b i l i ty  is th e  k e y  to  m a in ta in in g  

a p p r o p r ia te  re la t io n s h ip s  w ith  th e  m e d ia .  I  b e l ie v e  t h a t  a n  e n q u ir in g  

m e d ia  is e s s e n t ia l in a  d e m o c r a t ic  s o c ie ty  a n d  t h a t  th e  o v e r  

re g u la t io n  o f  th e  r e la t io n s h ip  r is k s  u n d e r m in in g  th e  m e d ia  a s  a  re a l 

s o u rc e  o f  e n s u r in g  a c c o u n ta b i l i ty ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  o n  th e  p a r t  o f  th o s e  in  

p u b lic  o ff ic e . I w a s  re c e n t ly  a s k e d  to  w r i te  1 0 0  w o rd s  to  

c o m m e m o r a te  th e  175'^^ a n n iv e r s a r y  o f  a  lo c a l n e w s p a p e r .  I  w ro te  

"An o p e n  a c c e s s ib le  m e d ia  is  e s s e n t ia l  to  a n y  d e m o c ra c y . B u t  lo c a l  

n e w s p a p e rs ?  W h o  n e e d s  th e m  w h e n  w e 'v e  g o t  a c c e s s  to  so  m a n y  

d if f e r e n t  c h a n n e ls  o f  n e w s ?  A c tu a lly ,  m a n y  p e o p le  d o . F o r  t h e m  i t  is 

a n  im p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  l i fe . H a tc h e s , m a tc h e s  a n d  d e s p a tc h e s ,  

io c a i n e w s , w h a t 's  o n , la t e s t  re s u lts  f r o m  th e  to w n 's  

fo o tb a l l /c r ic k e t / r u g b y  le a g u e s  -  a n d  b u r r o w in g  a w a y ,  re p o r t in g  

re s p o n s ib ly  on  is s u e s  w h ic h  s o m e  w o u ld  p r e f e r  to  b e  b u r ie d . T h e  

a d v e n t  o f  2 4  h o u r  b r o a d c a s t  a n d  s o c ia l m e d ia  h a v e  p la c e d  lo c a l  

n e w s p a p e r s  u n d e r  th e  g r e a t e s t  t h r e a t  In  t h e ir  lo n g  h is to ry , I ' d  l ik e  to  

c o n g r a tu la te  th e  G a z e t te  o n  r e a c h in g  1 7 5  y e a rs . M a n y  h a p p y  

r e t u r n s ."  I  h o ld  a s im ila r  v ie w  o n  th e  m e d ia  g e n e r a l ly .  T h e  a c t io n s  

o f  a  s m a ll g ro u p  o f  i r re s p o n s ib le  in d iv id u a ls  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  in f lu e n t ia l  

a n d  w h o s e  b e h a v io u r  h a s  b e e n  c o p ie d  b y  o th e r s ,  e g . ,  M r  L id d e lt-  

G r a in g e r ,  s h o u ld  n o t u n d e r m in e  th e  f in e s t  t r a d it io n s  o f  o u r  s o c ie ty  

w h ic h  in c lu d e  a n  o p e n  a c c o u n ta b le  a n d  ju s t  p re s s .

D a te d  th is M a rc h  2 0 1 2

C o lin  P o rt
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